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THE LIGHT RISES IN THE WEST—
THE STORY OF THE BLACK MEN
AND WOMEN WHO PIONEERED IN
THE WEST
—Elder Earl Canson
(Editor's Note: This article was adapted
from a report presented by Elder Earl A.
Canson, Director of Regional affairs,
Pacific Union Conference, at the Annual
Black Convocation, Lynwood, California,
April 25.)
The story of the Black men and women
who worked untiringly to bring the gospel
to the West—California, Arizona, Nevada,
Utah and Hawaii—is little known. Much of
the Black S.D.A. Church was not recorded
but it is a historical fact that Blacks were
believers since the inception of the S.D.A.
Church.
In the 1850s, America was going
through a crucial stage in its development.
A national debate was ensuing on the
question of slavery, which would inevitably plunge the nation into anarchy
and civil war. At the other end of the
spectrum, Americana were migrating in
large number to the West, discovering
unprecedented wealth and prosperity.
Among the many migrants S.D.A.s who
came West in 1859.
Nine years later, Elder J.N. Loughborough and D.T. Bourdeau arrived in
San Fransico, July 1868, to begin what
was to become a 10 year evangelistic
crusade in the West. The last of these
meetings were held in Reno, Nevada, July
1878. Twenty or more people were
baptizeu, among the converts, a Black
man, Charles M. Kinny.
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Elder C.M. Kinney, First Black minister
ordained in the Seventh-day Adventist
Church.
Kinny was born a slave in Richmond,
Virginia, in 1855. He was 10 or 11 when
the Civil War ended. He joined a group of
liberated men and journeyed West as far
as Reno. Despite the disadvantage that
slavery and poverty had placed upon him,
Kinny had learned to read and write.
Kinny was elected clerk for the newly
formed church. He was also placed in
charge of the Book & Bible House, he
sold Signs of the Times. With the help of
the members he was able to enroll in a 2
year training course at Healdsburg
College. After the completion of his
course, Kinny was called to Kansas to sell
books. Later, he was sent to Louisville, KY
to preach. In 1889, Kinny became the first
Black minister ordained by the S.D.A.
Church.

The 14 members met regularly in a hall on
Alcatraz Street. Nothing else is heard
about the church, except, the Pacific
Union Conference Recorder, 1907,
reported the church contributed $92.01
for tithe. It is evident, the interest died, the
church was disbanded.
In the meanwhile, a growing interest
was developing in the Los Angeles area. It
all began, in 1906, at a prayer meeting
held at Carr Street Church (now the
Central Church), Jennie Ireland expressed
an interest in working for the Black
population in the city. Her first contacts
were Theodore & Estelle Troy, and their
young son, Owen. Miss Ireland, a
graduate nurse trained at Battle Creek
Sanitarium, combined Bible classes with
home nursing, health and cooking
classes. Soon there were 8 adults who
met on Sabbath.

Owen A. Troy.

1900-1910
YEARS OF BEGINNING
Until the beginning of the 20th century,
there were few, if any Blacks besides
Charles Kinny in the Pacific Union
territory, By 1900, there were no more
than 100 Black S.D.A.s in the U.S. By
1909, there were 900 Black believers, less
than 50 lived in the West.
At the beginning of the century, Blacks
were beginning to move west, mainly San
Francisco and Los Angeles. As a result, 2 Paul B. Bontemps, early California Black
Black churches were established in minister.
California.
An evangelistic meeting was held and
THE FIRST BLACK SDA CHURCH IN
more Blacks were introduced to S.D.A.
THE WEST
beliefs. On August 8, 1908, the Furlong
On November 3, 1906, the first Black Track Church was organized with 28
S.D.A. Church in the West was established charter members. Jennie Ireland remained
in Berkeley, CA by Elder Andrew Brorsen. its pastor until a church building was
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acquired and there were over 100
members.
This church, later known as the
Wadsworth Church, now known as the
University Church, was instrumental in
producing a number of outstanding
leaders. The Troy's son, Owen, became a
pioneer in the work among Blacks in the
Pacific Union Conference, authority in
Church Administration and Sabbath
School for the world field.
Paul Bontemps, a brick mason, who
later became the first Black pastor in the
Pacific Union Conference, had two
fsprings that greatly enhanced the work.
His son, Arna Bontemps, began his
career as a church school teacher and
later became a distinguished poet, writer
and librarian at Fisk University. His
daughter, Ruby, a gifted public speaker
and musician, became Mrs. Owen A.
Troy, Sr.
1910-1920
YEARS OF PREPARATION

the school, finally, a building was
purchased. Allensworth Church wasn't
organized until 1945, but branch Sabbath
School was continually held since 1911.
The year 1914 signaled the beginning
of World War I and the beginning of the
Watts Church. It was evident that God
was leading, the story of the Watts
Church began at Boyle Heights, 14 miles
from Watts. The Seymour Webb family
was studying with Myrtis Beaman and
Jennie Ireland.
The Webbs moved to Watts during the
course of study and left no forwarding
address. The diligent bible Instructors
located the Webbs at their new address
and they were finally baptized. Two sons,
Adolphus and William, becamepowerful
S.D.A. ministers.
While the membership church was
developing, there was also activity on the
west side of Los Angeles. Elder Lewis C.
Sheafe, former Baptist minister, formed a
congregation, built a church at 1446 W.
36th Place, organized in 1914 or 1915.
The Berean Church, organized about
1915, soon defected from the denomination and became an independent
church. Sheafe had questions about race
relations in the S.D.A church and his
influence had an unsettling effect upon
the congregation. Later, the congregation
returned to the sisterhood of S.D.A.
churches.
In 1920, a number of Black S.D.A.
moved from Los Angeles to Blythe, CA, a
farming community bordering on the
state of Arizona. They attended the White
church, the Southeastern California
Conference, thought it would be a good
idea to organize a Black congregation.
Elder Sydney Scott, and experienced
evangelist who served in the South and
East, was called to begin the work in
Blythe. Among the early converts were
D.F. Black and his wife, Isabella. Their
youngest children Evelyn & Dennis were
baptized. Dennis became a minister,
Evelyn, a faithful member and worker, her
son, Earl Canson, became a minister. By
1920, there were 3 churches—not
including the Allensworth branch Sabbath
School, and less than 200 members.

The decade, 1910-1920, was a time of
preparation for the infant church. In the
S.D.A. elementary schools, academies
and colleges, the youth were preparing
for leadership. John King, a nursing
student became the first Black graduate
of Loma Linda University, 1911. Dr. Ruth
J. Temple, a member of the Furlong Track
Church, became the first Black and the
first woman to graduate from Loma Linda
Medical College, 1918.
Frank Loris Peterson was among the
first Black students at Pacific Union
college and in 1916 the first Black
graduate. Peterson, later, served as president of Oakwood College and Vice President of the General Conference.
While the young were being educated,
the church was expanding and developing on all sides. In the San Joaquin Valley,
an all Black township, Allensworth, CA,
was created. The founder, Colonel Allen
Allensworth, a retired army chaplin had
vision of a Black community where one
could live and work in dignity without
daily racial confrontaion.
In 1910, Black S.D.A.s came to
Allensworth. Joshua & Henrietta Singleton
moved from Winfield, Kansas, where they
became S.D.A.s after hearing Elder
Sydney Scott preach. Two years later, the 1920-1930
family of James & Fannie Smith moved THE STEADY MARCH
from Kansas. James passed and Fannie
For the secular world, this decade,
moved West with their 3 children. These "The Roaring 20's," was a time of frivolity,
two families formed the nucleus of the conspicuous consumption and unparalchurch. At first Sabbath School and leled wealth. For the Black S.D.A. it was a
church services were held in homes, then time of hard work and steady growth.
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Evangelist Rodgers.

Elder Sydney Scott completed his task
in Blythe and was called to San Diego.
There were quite a few Blacks living in
the city. A few had heard the message
and formed the "G" Street church. Jerod
& Evelyn Johnson, were among the
"G"members, who were Scott's parishioners. In 1922, the Johnsons helped
Elder Scott conduct an evangelistic
campaign in San Diego. The meeting was
profitable, the Beacon Light Church was
organized. Afterwards, Mr. Johnson was
employed by the Southeastern California
Conference and became pastor of the
church.
The following year, November 23, 1923,
the Oakland Church, now known as the
Market Street Church, was organized.
The following spring, April 2, 1924, Elder
Owen Troy, Sr., became the pastor.
Meanwhile, in Los Angeles, the Furlong
Track Church was getting an experienced
pastor, Elder P.G. Rodgers. He had
served in Washington, D.C. and Baltimore,
MD. Rodgers began his pastoral duties at
Furlong Track Church in 1923.
As early as 1925, residents of Pasadena
would come to hear Elder Rodgers speak,
as a result the Pasadena Church was
organized in 1928. In Salt Lake City, Utah,
William G. Green, a layman, was holding
together a group of more than 10
believers. In 1924, the group was
organized into a company with P.G.
Rodgers officiating. It was through
Green's persistence and influence that
the Liberty Park Church was built.
In 1930, the first Black S.D.A. Church
was organized in San Fransisco.
Groundwork was laid by a number of
laymen—George Jennings, Major Mann,
and Hanson Mitchell members of the
Market Street Church, who frequently
Visited San Fransisco to find interested
people. In 1929, Elder Troy invited Elder
J.E. Johnson to join him in an evangelistic
crusade. They were assisted by Ms.
Emma Spillard (Burnett-Neely), an
experienced Bible Instructor who had
worked in Nebraska and Colorado.
Cover Story
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At the end of the 20's, there were an
estimated 350 members in the Pacific
Union.
1930-1940
YEARS OF STRUGGLE AND SURVIVAL
The 30s ushered in the great depression.
Despite the obstacles the members
continued their task of spreading the
gospel. Churches were constructed and
existing edifices purchased. Four
churches were established—San
Bernardino, Riverside, Fresno, and
Phoenix. The work not only survived but
progessed!
In San Francisco it seemed as if the
church would not survive its infancy. The
California Conference had been reorganized in 1932 and San Francisco was no
longer part of the same conference as the
Market Street Church. Without the crucial
support of the mother church and its
minister, the San Francisco members
became discouraged and the faithful few
began attending the San Fransisco
Central Church.
The crisis was salvaged when Elder
Norman S. McLeod was appointed the
pastor. He pulled the church together and
they became known as the Philadephian
Church.
In 1927, two families—Weston and
Lane—members of the Los Angeles
Church, moved to San Bernardino. They
were the catalyst that led to the establishment of the Valley View Church in
1931. Dennis, a backslidden S.D.A., and
wife, Alice Black were among the
converts. Dennis decided to return to
school, he attended La Sierra College and
1939 entered the ministry.
Mr. and Mrs. Omar Stratton, were also
converts. They became the inspiration
behind the Riverside Church. Upon Mr.
Stratton's Conversion, he became a LE
and later moved to Riverside.
Through the printed page, Bible
studies, meetings and branch Sabbath
School, the Emmanuel S.D.A. Church was
formed in 1937. The Emmanuel Church
became a part of the San Bernardino
district.
In the heart of the San Joaquin Valley,
Fresno, Ca., by 1930, there were quite a
number of Blacks who had moved into
the area. Among the migrants were Mr.
and Mrs. Charles Blackwood, the first
Black believers in the area.
Elder A.E. Lyons, a young minister who
had been assisting Elder Rodgers in Los
Angeles, was sent to Fresno to hold an
evangelistic meeting. Elder Lyons bapPage 4
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tized 5 people and a nucleus was formed
for a church. The church was organized
around 1934 and Elder Nathaniel Banks
assumed leadership of the group.
It was under the leadership of Elder
Richard Berry that the Westside Church
in Fresno was built. Due to circumstances
beyond control, it was not until the third
attempt that a permanent church was
built in 1954.
The Beacon Light Church, Phoenix,
Az., was organized in 1937. Elder John F.
Street, was its first permanent and fulltime pastor, employed by the conference.
However, the church had quite a history
before Elder Street arrived.
Mamie Harrison, the mother of Dr.
Warren Harrison, moved to Phoenix from
Omaha, NE. in 1937. An Experienced
Bible Instructor, she formed a small
company. Douglas Batson, a layman, with
the help of wife, Barbara, were assigned
by the conference to keep the company
together. Later, he enrolled in La Sierra
College and served for many years as a
pastor in the East and South.
At the close of 1939, there were 11
churches and approximately 1,000
members in the Pacific Union
Conferences.

their sunless lives in unbroken gloom.
"Be of good cheer," the Master said. "The
Kingdom of God is joy," wrote the apostle.
From the many texts on joy, cheer, and
happiness in scripture, it would seem
Christians are essentially up-beat. And
this is true in fair weather and foul.
In the worst circumstances, this seems
to be so. Paul and Silas conducted
spirited singspirations in jail, Vie credit
Job with the classic, "Thoughl-re'slay me,
yet will I trust Him." Martyrs being fed to
the wild beast shouted this encouragement to those to follow, "Let's show these
pagans how to die." A wise one has said,
"One is not a genuine Christian until his
love for God exceeds his fear of pain and
death."
But what is the basis of this optimism
borne of faith?
1. History. The Record of God dealing
with His children is found in Scripture.
That Record is most reassJring. Beginning
with Adam, the Record shows that God
does not forsake His children. That He is
a "very present help" in time of need.
Moses, Joshua, David, Daniel and others
so testify. An examination of the Record
clearly reveals that the Christian unbounded optimism is justified.
2. The gospel. It is spoken of as "glad
—To be continued—
tidings of great joy" for all people. (1) It
announces a Savior. (2) It promises
forgiveness for the repentant. (3) The
PUBLISHER'S PAGE
gospel offers the merits of Christ to every
believer. (4) It supplies grace to obey. The
above facts should inspire basic optimism
in all who accept Christ.
3. The life cycle. This speaks of basic
patterns of circumstance, of life patters. It
says, "I'm so glad—trouble don't last
always." It says, "Weeping may endure for
a night. Joy cometh in the morning." It
speaks of the transitory nature of
suffering. It says—"By and by, when the
morning comes." There is no such thing
as unending night. We will greet
daybreak, if we can wait out the night.
4. There is also the "lo I am with you"
E.E. Cleveland
promise. Those who practice "the
presence of God" experience a mysterious lessening of tensions. They find
WHAT A FELLOWSHIP
Christ to be a shock absorber. He is a
By E.E. Cleveland
"mind fixer" and an "emotion stabilizer.
A friend was overhead to say, "I was "Some joy tinges the outer edges of every
happy until you convinced me that I sorrow. A sense of well-being based on a
should be miserable." Believe it or not— sense of His presence is the Anchor that
there are well-meaning Christians to keeps the soul steadfast and sure.
whom the "joy of the Lord" is a foreign
The song from which our subject is
language. They become so preoccupied taken also speaks of "Joy Divine". It
with the "hole in the doughnut" they fail to speaks of the origin of joy. Christ is the
enjoy the "doughnut". These folk live out source of all true joy. Peace of mind and
June 1987/North American Regional Voice
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wide network is in constant contact with THE LIGHT RISES IN THE WEST
headquarters in Washington, so that the THE STORY OF THE BLACK MEN
world needs are known.
AND WOMEN IN THE WEST, Part 2
2. As in the physical anatomy—health
is sustained by balanced blood circulation
to the whole body; so with world church.
The resources of all must flow to all.
Phlebitis in any part effects the whole. I
was sitting in Sabbath School under a
tree in Zaire, Africa. The young lady
giving the mission story concluded with
these words, "And let us give liberally for
the sake of the poor heathen overseas." I
chuckled. Could she have been thinking
about us?

E.E. Cleveland

"SINKING SAND"
"Bring ye all the tithe into the storehouse,
that there may be meat in mine house ..."
Malachi 3:10.
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In the 40s, the believers came of age in
the Pacific Union. After 17 years, as
pastor of the Los Angeles Church, then
known as the Wadsworth Church,
conference administrators came and
announced the retirement of P.G. Rodgers.
He was replaced by F.L. Peterson, who
came in 1940, and remained for 3 years.

3. The interlocking business system
justifies our confidence. The world-wide
church is organized on strict business
lines. Its business checks and balances
are recognized by secular business
management. A look at P.T.L. and other
religious movements has heightened my
appreciation for the Adventist business
system. Our problems are "molehills"
compared with their "mountains".

4. To get a proper "feel" of the
Adventist "pulse beat", one has to witness
the movement at work at the street level.
Far from the seminaries, headquarters,
and centers of control and influence,
there is a spirit of sharing and conquest
that warms the heart. The fire does burn,
and baptismal waters are being troubled
all over. The reports of conversion in our
union papers are fact, not fiction. The
"latter rain" is falling and some don't
know it. This mighty missionary effort
cries out for our support. "Bring ye all] the
tithe into "the storehouse."
Regional conferences cannot afford
independent ministries that solicit the
tithe dollar. Our economy is based on a
poverty-level constituency at best. This
means that other ministries that create a
drain on the tithe dollar jeopardize the
economic welfare of the whole. If worth,
they must look elsewhere for their
support.
In these days when some threatendeath
in "prayer towers" if offerings don't come
in, and raise millions—and cannot
account for it (P.T.L.), isn't it comforting to
belong to a church so well ordered? Of
Several things commend this principle: course, we lay no claim to perfection, but
we're probably as problem free as a world
1. Church leaders have a wider view organization can be. There is a place for
of the needs of the world church, and the independent ministries in Black Adventism
resource available to meet those needs. if it is self-supporting. "All other ground is
The intelligence gathering facilities of the 'sinking sand' ".
world church are enormous. This planet—E.E. Cleveland

In the early years of the Advent
Movement, there was little question as to
where tithe was to be paid. It was to be
brought to the church and deposited
there. What else could "the storehouse"
and "mine house" mean? Were there not
other supportive texts? "It is written, My
house is the house for all people." Isaiah
56:7 "Let them make me a sanctuary, that
I may dwell among them." Exodus 25:8.
The church is God's designated sanctuary, a building consecrated to Jehovah's
service and praise. To this holy place, the
saints gather periodically for this purpose.
"Give unto the Lord the glory due to His
name. Bring an offering, and come unto
His courts." Psalms 95:8. It seems to be
that the storehouse is the church, and that
it alone is God's designated bank of
deposit for the funding of the gospel
commission. This is the rule—with rare
exceptions. The diversion of tithe to
independent ministries is therefore highly
improper. Monies other than the tithe
must be deposited to these causes, but
the tithe must be deposited at the
storehouse—the church!

1940-1950
THE COMING OF AGE

Elder F. L. Peterson.
The work continued to progress in
Northern California. The leadership of
Market Street Church changed hands
from Elder Dobbins who had served since
1936, to Elder Fitzgerald Jenkins, who
remained for 2 years.
In 1942, the Philadelphian church
welcomed Elder J.E. Cox, as their new
pastor, he was assisted in his labors by
Marion Warrington, an able Bible
Instructor. Under his stewardship, a new
church was built and San Francisco was
further evangelized.
In Southern California, the center of
activity, was focused on the Sunset
Avenue Church, Pasadena. Elder Troy,
hosted a weekly radio program, "The
Sweet Chariot Hour," the broadcast was
heard throughout the Los Angeles area.
In Tucson, Az., a new church was
organized in 1945. The Compton Avenue
Church, Watts, Ca., was dedicated in
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The Berean Church came out of the
ashes of their past experience and was
organized in 1943 by F.L. Peterson. In the
same year, the Bakersfield Church was
organized. The Allensworth Church,
Alamo Church near Chowchilla, and
Tucson Church was established in 1945.
The work in Tuscon began in 1933, when
Mr. & Mrs. Eli Lane, were asked to
become self-supporting workers by the
Southeastern Conference. They accepted
the challenge. The Lanes teamed their
efforts with Ms. Emma Woods who had
been sharing her faith before their arrival.

1950-1960
A TIME TO ACT
By 1942, the Pacific Union Conference
had established the Negro Department in
their territory for the 1500 believers. Elder
F.L. Peterson, then pastor of Wadsworth
Church, was appointed head of the
F. L. Peterson left, chats with R. W. Nelson department. He remained at this post for
on Oakwood College campus.
three years, before being called to serve
as President of Oakwood. He was
followed by Elder Troy, who began to
1946. In the same year, the Market Street serve in January 1946and remained until
Church was assigned a new minister, 1955. During this time Black conferences
Elder R.W. Nelson. The following year, he were being established in the East. The
conducted, "Time of the End Crusade," Pacific Union did not follow the pattern,
and Beacon Light Church was organized they decided to remain within the existing
in Richmond, CA. Due to his influence
many of the members moved to rural
areas—Vallejo, Pittsburg, Stockton,
Sacramento and San Jose—and opened
new territory.
Elder William Galbreth became a
minister in 1946 and was instrumental in
reestablishing the work in Blythe, Ca. IN
1948, Glabreth conducted a crusade
assisted by his wife, Margaret, and Bible
Instructors, Emma Burnett and Justine
Reed, 20 people were baptized.
The work in Blythe had started many
years ago, but it had slowly died out,
because both Black and White members
had moved from the town. By 1930, only 1
believer, Pauline Burgess, remained in
town. She conducted Sabbath School for
the youth in the community. Ms. burgess
prayed and Waited for the conference to
send a minister. Her pray was answered
with the arrival of Elder Galbreth in 1948.
The Church was back on the map. Later,
it merged with another S.D.A. Church.
The work continued to grow. In 1940,
the Monrovia Church was organized by
Elder J.W. Allison, Sr. The Delaware
Avenue Church, Santa Monica was
Elder and Mrs. J. E. Cox Sr.
established by Garland Millet.
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White conferences. The principle reasons
were: Blacks in the Pacific Union
Conference were optimistic that full
integration was right around the corner.
Secondly, there was not enough interest
on the part of the pastors and members to
implement the change.
By 1950 most of the local conferences
in the Pacific Union Conference had a
Black pastor on the Executive Committee.
These pastors along with the Secretary of
the Negro Department were the only
Black ministers who had extra-pastoral
assignments. It became more and more
evident that integration was still a long
way off.
In 1953, a group of prominent laymen
met with conference administrators to
express their concerns. This meeting
triggered some significant events that
there were to follow. Two years later,
1955, Black pastors in the Pacific union
met with local, union, and General
Conference administrators at Wadsworth
Church to discuss the problem. There
were two options: full integration or
separation.
The minister voted for full integration.
Within a few weeks after this action was
taken, Elder Troy was appointed Associate
Director of Sabbath School for the Pacific
Union conference. He was the first Black
to hold this post.
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W. S. Lee.
Elder W.S. Lee replaced Troy as
Secretary of the Regional Department.
Lee worked hard to bring about integration. In 1958, an Interracial Committee,
composed of the conference president,
union officers, a Black person from each
local conference and Secretary of the
Regional Department, was appointed to
study ways and means to bring about
further integration. The walls began to
tumble down, several secretarial and a
teaching post became available.

A distinct work is assigned to
every Christian.—Southern Watchman, Aug. 2, 1904.

In their struggle for equality, the
minister did not forget their mission. Elder
Dennis Black completed the building of
the San Diego 31st Street Church. Elder
Garland Millet spearheaded the construction of the new Santa Monica
Church. The Tucson Church was built
under the leadership of Elder James
Middleton. The Perris Church was built in
1955, Elder Earl Canson was the pastor.
The Beacon Light Church, Richmond,
Ca., was built under the direction of Elder
Major White. The San Francisco Philadelphian Church and Berea Church in
Vallejo, Ca., purchased existing buildings.
Elder Byron R. Spears was called to
work as an evangelist. He conducted
crusades and established congregations
in Stockton, Sacramento, Pittsburg and
East Oakland.
The laymen played a crucial role in
building the work. In Southern California,
6 churches—Long Beach Philadelphian,
Holmes, Tamarind, Sun Village, Pacoima
Page 8
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and Mid City—were established over a
period of 33 years, 1943 to 1976. Charles
& Sue Carter, laymen, were the driving
force behind 3 of the 6 churches.
Five of the six churches mentioned
were the work of the laymen. Wilbur
Fletcher, a layman, was the key figure that
organized the Mid City Church. Charles
C. Arburthnot, another layman, was
instrumental in organizing the Sun Village
Church. Aburthnot, was also responsible,
for establishing a company in Elsinore
and setting them on their own property in
Perris, Ca. Next, he focused his energies
on the Little Rock-Palmdale area. With
the help of other laymen and the
encouragement of Pastor W.C. Webb, a
church was organized in 1952.
Charles Arburthnot, also worked in San
Francisco. He played a premiere role in
establishing the San Jose Church in
1958. In Southeastern California Conference, Theodore Dawson & his family
pioneered the work in Fontana. The North
Fontana Church was organized in 1951.
In 1952, the Yosemite Nature Camp
was inaugurated. Each summer, as many
as 300 youths, ages 15-35, attend. By the
close of the decade there were 30
churches and 4,900 members.

At the close of 1969, there were 36
churches and 9,375 members.

1970-1980
YEARS OF PROGRESS
It has been said, the darkest hour is just
before the dawn. If the 60s were the
decade of challenge, the 70s were the
decades of progress. 8,633 converts were
baptized between Jan. 1, 1970-Dec. 31,
1979. Nine new churches were organized.
The evangelistic spark was further ignited
when Elder George Rainey was called by
the Southern California Conference to
serve first as a pastor and later as
evangelist.
Church administration, reached a
milestone, Elder Major White was elected
Associate Secretary of the Union, 1971.
Eight years later, he was appointed
Executive Secretary.

1960-1970
YEARS OF CHALLENGE
In the 60s, the Civil Rights movement
was in full sway. The movement has a
profound effect on the church. Blacks
were saying, "Make room for us in your
offices and institutions." Elder W.S. Lee,
Secretary of the Regional Department, at
times became frustrated because of the
slow turn of events, but he kept working.
The church continued its growth, seven
more churches were organized during
the 60s, the East Palo Alto Church in
1961, the Santa Ana Shelton Street
Church in 1963, the Allison Village
Church in 1966, the Seaside Church in
1968 and the Highland Church in Las
Vegas, Nevada.
This was a time of building and
acquisition of suitable church edifices.
The Los Angeles' Berean Church dedicated the largest structure built by Black
in the Pacific Union in 1967.
After guiding the work for nearly 10
years, W.S. Lee, accepted an invitation to
head the Temperance Department in the
Pacific Union. Elder Nathaniel Banks,
former missionary to Africa, was called to
fill the vacant post.

Pastor Lorenzo Patee.
Doors opened in the union departments.
Elder John Collins was appointed Associate Director of Personal Ministries.
Elder Joseph Hutchinson joined the
Publishing Department. Phyllis Paytee
became Associate Director of Education
and Ron Lindsey served the Union
Association as Trust Auditor, later he
became treasurer of the corporate arm of
the union.
On the conference level, Blacks held
positions in Education, Youth, Inner City,
Community Services and of course, the
Black Ministries Departments. On the
administrative level—Elders E.C. Ward,
R.W. Nelson, E.A. Canson, Lorenzo
Paytee and Richard Simons—made their
mark.
In an effort to foster greater unity and
cohesion among the membership, during
the mid 70s, annual Black Convocations
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were innaugurated, similiar to a weekend
campmeeting, in all the California and
Arizona conferences.
In light of the gains that were achieved,
at the Black workers meeting at Pine
Springs Ranch, 1975, it was voted, to
continue to push for full integration. The
following year, Elder Banks retired after
skillfully guiding the Black work for 11
years. The mantle was placed on Elder
Earl Canson. By Dec. 31, 1979, there were
45 churches and 13,859 members.

The Editor's Desk

THE 1980s
TIME TO MARCH ON
The Black Church in the West has
steadily grown in the 80s. By the end of
1986, membership had climbed over
18,000 and there were 56 congregation.
For one year, $6 million were given in
tithe.
Two Blacks were elected President of
the Southern California Conference, due
to illness, his term was brief. He elected to
return to his former post, Secretary of the
conference.
Elder Richard Simons was elected to
the presidency of the Norhtern California
conference. He remains at the post of
duty.
One of the key factors, Christian
education, has played apivotal role in the
growth of the work. Early in the History of
the Black Church, a number of schools
were established. The first church school
was connected with the Watts Church.
Next there was the Los Angeles
Academy. Joseph Dent, Sr., a graduate of
Pacific Union College and former Oakwood professor, served as principal. In
1936, land was purchased and the Los
Angeles Union Academy was built. For
several years, L.A. Union was a 12th
grade academy but it reverted to an 8
grades elementary school. Today, the
enrollment stands at approximately 350
students.
The Sunset Avenue Church in Pasadena operated a church school. There
was once a small school connected with
the Monrovia Ivy Avenue Church. In
Phoenix, Arizona, Beacon Light Church
once sponsored a school. Today, young
men and women are still being trained in
S.D.A. schools, from elementary to
professional schools.
In 1987, with the membership nearly
19,000, one reviews the past and realizes,
except God build the house, they labor in
vain.
—Elder Earl Canson
July 1987/North American Regional Voice

Elder and Mrs. Vincent L. Roberts.
served the Church for many years as
minister, evangelist and administrator.
Before retirement he served as
Alga Bailey Bland and Elder Vincent treasurer of the Southwestern Union.
L. Roberts were married May 3, in The couple will reside in Cleburne,
Marietta, Ga. Elder V.L. Roberts has Texas.
ALGA BLAND WEDS ELDER V.L.
ROBERTS

SUNSET CALENDAR
Boston, Mass.
New York City
Buffalo, N.Y.
Atlanta, Ga.
Miami, Fla.
Charlotte, N.C.
Birmingham, Ala.
Jackson, Miss.
Memphis, Tenn.
Louisville, Ky.
Detroit, Mich.
Chicago, Ill.
South Bend, Indiana
Minneapolis, Minn.
St. Louis, Mo.
Kansas City, Mo.
Denver, Co.
Little Rock, Ark.
Dallas, Texas
New Orleans, La.
Albuquerque, N.M.
Oklahoma City, Okla.

July 31

Aug. 7

14

21

8:05
8:15
8:37
8:39
8:07
8:28
7:48
7:59
8:04
8:54
8:54
8:10
8:05
8:41
8:13
8:31
8:14
8:12
8:27
7:54
8:10
8:35

7:57
8:06
8:29
8:33
8:03
8:21
7:42
7:53
7:58
8:46
8:46
8:02
7:56
8:32
8:05
8:24
8:07
8:06
8:21
7:49
8:04
8:29

7:47
7:57
8:19
8:25
7:57
8:14
7:35
7:47
7:50
8:38
8:36
7:52
7:47
8:22
7:57
8:15
7:58
7:58
8:14
7:43
7:56
8:21

7:37
7:45
8:08
8:17
7:51
8:05
7:27
7:39
7:42
8:29
8:26
7:42
7:37
8:10
7:47
8:06
7:48
7:50
8:06
7:35
7:48
8:12

Add one minute for each 13 miles west; subtract one minute for each 13 miles east.

Allegheny East
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