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ABSTRACT

A HISTORICAL STUDY OF PUBLIC EVANGELISM
IN THE SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH: 1900-1966

by Howard B. Weeks

It was the purpose of this study to: (1) review the historical
development of public evangeliém in the Seventh-day Adventist church;
(2) to assess its significance as an instrument of church policy;

(3) to review its varying relationships with other interests of the
denomination; (4) to examine its relationships to evangelistic acti-
vities in other religious groups -- and to the societal setting at
large; and (5) to rectify the omission from existing Adventist histor-
ical works of any meaningful treatment of denominational public evan-
-gelism,

The study was limited to the period from 1900 to 1965; and the
primary geographical area surveyed was the North American Division,
comprising the United States and Canada -- a subdivision of the Gen-
eral Conference of Seventh-day Adventists.

The focus of the study was on pﬁblic evangelism as a process in
which evangelistic oratory (most typically in public facilities sucﬁ
as halls, tents, or tabernacles), is utilized by the church to make its
"message' known to persons not among its pfesent mémbership, with the
objective of persuading as many as possible to accept that message and

to become members.
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Primary sources included a wide variety of materials, pub-
lished and unpublished, as well as the direct testimony of many
individuals. A number of surveys were made, and numerous inter-
views were conducted. Secondary sources included works of secular,
religious, and rhetorical history, and the socioiogy and psychology
of religion, reference works, and various periodicals of a secular; -
scholarly, or religious character.

The rebort of the study proceeds for the most part along
chronological lines, but with some topical synthesis; as well as a
separate, extended treatment of certain topics for background pur-
poses.

Chapters I through VIIT describe the temsion in the Adventist
church at the turn of the century between "institutionalism' and '"evan-
gelism," leading to a historic commitment to evangelism, and a period
of intensive preparation for such work.

Chapters IX to XIII portray a dramatic breakthrough to large
scale evangelistic success during World War I, followed by a reaction
and an extended low plateau during the 1920's.

Chapters XIV and XV outline the second great Adventist evan-
gelistic advance of the twentieth century, during the Great Depression,
and the emergence of a constellation of evangelistic "stars.'" The fol-
lowing three chapters, XVI through XVIII, detail the rapid development

of a more "systematic" evangelism and the growing emphasis on a larger

-
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number of lesser evangelists during the third period of Adventist re-
surgence during World War II. Chapters XIX and XX describe the grow-
ing "institutionalizing" of evangelism in the Adventist church during
a fourth upsurge with the beginning of '"the atomic age," and to the
present time.

Chapter XXI is based on findings in the previously mentioned
survey of the contemporary opinions, attitudes, and beliefs of Adventist
ministers concerning public evangelism -- which suggest the development
by the mid-1960's of a ''church-like'" approach to evangelistic action.

The final narrative chapter (XXII), assumes the possibility of
a future departure from this more restrained evangelistic stance, and
a renewal of the former more aggressive, sectarian approach -- gilven
the further development of certain contemporary religious and secular

conditions which in the past have been associated with periods of re-

surgence in Adventist evangelism.
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INTRODUCTION

It was the purpose of this study to: (1) review the historical
development of public evangelism in the Seventh-day Adventist church; (2)
. to assess its significance as an instrument of church policy; (3) to re-
view its varying relationships with other interests of the denomination;ﬁ
and (4) to examine its relationships to evangelistic activities in other
religious groups--and to the societal setting at 1argé.

Adventist literature suggests a major preoccupation with evange-
lism, a great deal of denominational energy and resources devoted to evan-
gelizing '"the masses," and a general belief that public evangelism his-
torically has been the basis of denominational growth. Yet, there have
been no comprehensive studies of the historical antecedents of present-
aay evangelistic programs and techniques, the relationship of public
'evangelism to institutional growth, or the extent to which Adventist pub-
lic evangelism has paralleled the course of Christian evangelism in
general. Moreover, public evangelism has been virtually ignored in even
the most comprehensive histories of the Adventist church covering the
period since 1900.

In this study an attempt was made to rectify this omission and to
place Adventist public evangelism in a historical and organizational per-
spective that will facilitate an objective estimate of its utility, sig-
nificance, and possible future development. In addition, the study may
suggest general principles applicable to similar investigations of evan-

gelistic phenomena seen in other religious groups.

The study was limited to the period from 1900 to 1965, because,
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according to general histories of the Seventh-day Adventist church, the
turn of the century marked the beginning of an entirely new phase in the

development of the church and its public approach. An extensive reor-

ganization was effe;ted in 1901, and the headquarters were moved in 1903
to Washington, D. C., with an eye to greater public influence. 1In addi-
tion, as revealed by a study of the writings of Ellen G. White and con-
versations with contemporary Adveﬁtist ministerial leaders, the modern
era of Adventist city evangelism began in this general context of or-
ganizational and directional cHénge.

The primary geographical area included in this study was the North
American Division, comprising the United States and Canada--a subdivision
of the General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists. This division his-
tﬁrically has been regarded as the most important ''base" of the Adventist
church; with its men and methods freely '"exported" to other divisions.
Additionally, evangelistic activities in the overseas divisions were re-
viewed at key points in the historical narrative, with resulting data
included in the text-for purposes of comparison, contrast, or illustration.

Because evangelism means so many things in different churches or
even within one church, it should be noted that the focus of this study
was on public evangelism as a process in which evangelistic oratory (most
typically in public facilities such as halls, tents, or tabernacles), is
utilized by the church to make its '"message' known to persons not among
ifs present membership, with the objective of persuading as many as pos-

sible to accept that message and to become members.

Primary sources for the study included a wide variety of materials,

xix



published and unpublished, as well as the direct testimony of many indi-
viduals. A number of surveys were updertaken: (1) to secure statistical
data on public evangelism from state and regional conferencés; (2) to
determine certain social and economic characteristics of selected evan-
gelistic converts; (3) to secure the expression of the oéinions, atti-
tudes, and beliefs of contemporary Adventist ministers toward public
evangelism; (4) to obtain personal and career data as well as opinions
from all living active or retired, full-time Adventist evangelists in
North America; and (5) to secure from older, retired ministers of the de-
nomination their recollections of prominent, now deceased, evangelists.

In addition, numerous interviews were conducted with church offi-
cials, leading evangelists (both active and retired), as well as rela-
tives and former associates of deceased evangelists of note. Supplemental
data of this kind were obtained by means of advertisements placed in all
regional Adventist church papers in North America, requesting persons
having knowledge of prominent Adventist evangelists or samples of their
materials to communicate with the investigator.

Va Various collectioné of materials provided essential information,
foremost among which was that in the vaults of the Ellen G. White Publi-
cations, maintained in Washington, D. C., and Berrien Springs, Michigan.
Other such collections were searched in various departments of the
Seventh-day Adventist General Conference headquarters in Washington,

D. C., notably in the offices of the Ministerial Association; and similar

collections were examined in various regional, union conference offices

of the North American Division, as well as in the possession of individual

XX



evangelists.

Among published primafy sources were (1) the works of Ellen G.
White; (2) books of denominational history; (3) manuals of evangelistic
methods; (4) collections of evangelistic sermons;

(5) reports of mini-

sterial, evangelistic, and administrative councils; (6) denominational
yearbooks and statistical reports; and (7) to a limited extent, news-

papers. Vital to the historical narrative were denominational periodi-

cals, including the Review and Herald, the official Adventist church -

paper; The Ministry, the journal of the church's Ministerial Association;
and, again to a limited extent, regional church papers.

Secondary sources included works of secular, religious, and
rhetorical history, and the sociology and psychology of religion, refer-
ence works, and various periodicals of a secular, scholarly, or religious
character as listed in the Bibliography.

Many of the primary materials have been placed in an "Adventist
Evangelistic Source Collection," in the library of Andrews University,
Berrien Springs, Michigan.

Tﬁe réport of the study proceeds for the most part along chrono-
logical lines, but with some topical synthesis; as well as a separate,
extended treatment of certain topics for background purposes=--one impor-
tant example being a review of modern revivalism from Billy Sunday to
Billy Graham.

Chapters I through V recount the tension in the Adventist church

at the turn of the century between "institutionalism'" and '"evangelism,"

leading to a historic commitment to evangelism, and a period of intensive

xxi



preparation for such work--as reviewed in Chaéters VI through VIII.

Chapters IX and X portray a dramatic breakthrough to large scale
evangelistic success during World War I, followed in Chapters XI through
XII1 by a stof?dof reaction ana an extended low plateau (excepting the
work of Charles T. Everson and a few other notable figures) during the
1920's--including the previously mentioned overview of modern revivalism
in other religious circles.

Chapters XIV and XV outline the second great Adventist evangelistic
advance of the twentieth century, during the Great Depression, and the
emergence. of a constellation of evangelistic '"'stars.'" The following three
chapters, XVI to XVIII, detail the rapid development of a more '"syste-
matic" evangelism and the growing emphasis on a larger number of lesser
evangelists during the third period of Adventist régurgence during World
War II. Chapters XIX through XX report the growing "institutionalizing"
of evangelism in the Adventist church during a fourth upsurge with the be-
ginning’;f "the atomic age," and to the present time.

Chapter XXI is based on findings in the previously mentioned sur-
vey of the contemporary opinions, attitudes, and beliefs of Adventist
ministers concerning publi¢ evangelism~-~-which suggest the development by
the mid-1960's of a '"'church-like'" approach to evangelistic action.

The final narrative chapter (XXII) assumes the possibility of a
futuré departure from this more restrained evangelistic stance, and a re-
newal of the former more aggressive, sectarian approach--given fhe further
development of certain contemporary religious and secular conditions which
in the past have been associated with periods of resurgence in Adventist

evangelism.
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CHAPTER I
EVANGELISM AND INSTITUTIONALISM

The history of many religious movements reveals a persistent
drift from sectarianism toward denominationalism. In the sectarian

phase of a movement its members are often preoccupied with evangelism,

seeking conversions to the new faith. With the coming of second and

third generations, however, and the necessity of maintaining unity
among new members drawn from diverse backgrounds--as well as the legal
problems of holding property--the preoccupation of the group gradually
changes to education and organization. The ministry becomes more in-
stitutionalized and more concerned with the integrity of denominational
structure.

Subsequent generations, better educated, often become more
prosperous than their forbears and tend to be wary of a possible influx
of lower classes of people. Evangelism becomes church-like rather than
sect-like, devoted largely to the indoctrination of present members'
children, relatives, or friends--persons easily assimilated by the
present group. There is an effort to reach an accommodation with the
secular society in which many members have developed an economic or
cultural interest. There is less open provocation of other religious
groups.

Public evangelism is gradually de-emphasized, ostensibly because
it becomes more difficult. In reality, the difficulty may be a result
of the group's own social and economic advance. 1Its interests shift

away from the lower economic and social classes which are more suscep-



tible to '"conversion,' to the more congenial middle classes, which are
relatively resistant to conversion, secure in their present milieu.

Liston Pope has described in detail the shift from sectarian
emphasis on evangelism and conversion to emphasis on religious educa-
tion and '"social institution."

Among his catalog of characteristics often seen in sect-to-church
transition are: a shift from propertyless members to property-owning
“members, from renunciation of prevailing culture to its affirmation,
from non-co-operation or ridicule toward established religious insti-
tutions to co-operation, from suspicion of rival sects to disdain or
pity for all sects, from a psychology of persecution to a psychology
of success, from adherence to strict Biblical standards to acceptance
of general cultural standards, from fervor in worship services to re-
straint, and from emphasis on evangelism and conversion to emphasis on

religious education.1

In a study of the Church of God, Val Clear outlined eight stages

of denominational development: (1) social unrest; (2) a leader emerges

and defines the issue; (3) a minority rallies around the leader; (4)

the parent body rejects the new ideas and separation occurs; (5) the new
group is isolated; (6) the new group gradually becomes institutionalized;
(7) sophistication develops; (8) social unrest develops anew with schism

in the new group--a completion of the cycle.2

liiston Pope, Millhands and Preachers (New Haven: Yale Univer-
sity Press, 1942), pp. 122-124,

2yal Clear, "The Church of God: A Study in Social Adaptation,"
Review of Religious Research, II. (Winter, 1961), pp.:131,.132.




Others see this history of religious movements as ''a struggle
between the priestly and the prophetic tendencies.' The priestly class
controls the religious structure and emphasizes ritual and dogma for
the sake of stability. Then a prophet arises protesting obeisance to
organization, emphasizing the spiritual needs of the individual. This
either alters the traditional, organization-centered beliefs and prac-
tices, or precipitates schism and a new movement . 3

Not all religious history fits precisely any such pattern, how-
ever. Nor does an interest in evangelism always precede institution-
alism or fade witﬁ its coming. Witness the occasional support by
highly institutionalized denominations of such evangelists as Billy
Graham and, in an earlier day, Billy Sunday as well as a host of other
evangelistic orators.

"During some periods," according to Quimby and Billigmeier, ''the
revival orator has reigned supreme. At other times he has been almost
unanimously discarded by the larger Protestant sects."* These two
authors see churches altering their evangelistic appeals according to
the social setting in order to accommodate "occupationél interests,
intellectual perspectives, and aesthetic tastes'" as these change among
the population.

Nevertheless, it is true, as Jesse Hays Baird has said, that

various denominations do come to have more or less characteristic views

37. Milton Yinger, Religion, Society, and the Individual (New
York: The Macmillan Company, 1957), pp. 27-34.

4Rollin W. Quimby and Robert H. Billigmeier, '"The Varying Role
of Revivalistic Preaching in American Protestant Evangelism,'" Speech
Monographs, XXVI (August, 1959), p. 217.




about intensive, public evangelism:

In some cases ‘they have taken on distinguishing character-
istics from their attitudes toward it. With some, evangelism
has become almost their entire concern and purpose. With
others, evangelism has been entirely or almost entirely elim-
inated--something considered of little or no value.

Furthermore, these characteristic views of public evangelism in
different denominations do vary with differences in organizational age
and stability, as well as social and economic status. The triumph of
institutionalism over evangelism seems to be strongly related to the
passage of time.6

It is apparently unusual for a movement, once having become
highly institutionalized, again to become strongly evangelical or to
remain so. It may, for a time, espouse vigorous platform evangelism in
order to achieve momentary goals, as in the support of a Sunday or a

‘Graham; but the demands of organization and social pressure usually

compel an early return to more conservative ways.

Adventist Blending of Institutionalism and Evangelism

The Seventh-day Adventist church has been characterized by some
reversal of this usual pattern. For example, its most successful
period of public evangelism, measured by annual growth rate, actually
followed the movement's formal organization in 1863, after nearly

twenty years of existence as a loosely structured movement.

3Jesse Hays Baird, "How To Resolve the Quarrel Over Evangelism?'
Christianity Today, VIII (October 25, 1963), pp. 61-63.

6See, e.g., David M. Graybeal, '"Churches in a Changing Culture,"
Review of Religious Research, II (Winter, 1961), pp. 121-128.




This period of success, the great Adventist camp meeting era of
the 1870's, concurrent with Moody's popularization of revivalism, was
inspired by James White, president of the Adventist church, and his wife,
Ellen G. White, its prophetic wvoice. The annual rate of membership in-
crease during this period, from 1870 to 1880, was approximately twenty
per cent, enlarging the church rolls from 5,400 members to 15,570.7

While Adventist evangelism went on apace, many new local con-
ference organizations were formed, and a systematic method of financial
support was developed. 1In 1866, a medical institution was established.
In 1874, a college was opened, as well as a second publishing house to
supplement the first, which had been incorporated in 1861. Still other
schools, medical institutions, and publishing houses were established
in America and in other countries. By 1900, the Adventist church, then
numbering 75,000 members with a world-wide organization, supported six-
teen colleges and high schools, twenty-seven hospitals and sanitariums,
a medical school, thirteen publishing houses, and thirty-one other mis-
cellaneous institutions. The total investment of the denomination
exceeded three million dollars.8

One reason why institutionalism and evangelism remained compat-
ible in the Adventist church during this period was that institutional
development was considered an adjunct to evangelism and was so promoted.

Hospitals and sanitariums certainly had humanitarium objectives, but

7Statistical Secretary, General Conference of Seventh-day Advent-

ists, 10lst Annual Statistical Report of Seventh-day Adventists, 1963

(Washington, D. C.: General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists, 1963),
p. 63.

8

Secretary, op. cit., p. 9; Arthur W. Spalding, Christ's Last

Legion (Washington, D. C.: Review and Herald Publishing Association,
1949), pp. 30, 31.




they were also regarded as a means of access to the hearts of visiting
patients. Schools and colleges were intended to prepére young people
for useful service in society, but also, and even primarily, to help
them to become workers in the cause. Publishing houses had an obvious

and direct relationship to the church's evangelical mission.

A Decline of Adventist Evangelism

By 1900, however, institutional preoccupations were having their
effect on evangelistic enterprise at home, despite continuing advance
abroad. Moreover, the prophetic voice of Ellen G. White, which had for
so long helped to maintain a biending of the two interests, was heard
only remotely from distant Australia where this Adventist leader had
been located since 1891, As the church moved into the twentieth century,
the evangelistic spirit was weakening.

The basic method of this period was not so much that of the large
denominational camp meetings characteristic of the 1870's as it was a
proliferation of small, one-man tent meetings more characteristic of the
1850's, after the Adventists moved their headquarters from New York
state to '"the West''--Battle Creek, Michigan--and adapted their evange-
listic approach to that frontier setting.9 In 1900, these meetings,
while conducted far and wide, were only moderately effective. Certainly
they bore little resemblance to the large-scale evangelistic campaigns
of a later day when evangelism surged anew in the Adventist church with
World War I. Neither did they resemble the Protestant revival campaigns

prevalent at the turn of the century.

IReview and Herald, October 26, 1939, p. 9.




Adventist tent meetings were characterized by teaching more than
by evangelistic oratory. The program consisted largely of Bible lec-
tures, in which the '"true doctrine'" was expounded. Any effort by the
evangelist to build himself up as a platform celebrit& was greatly
frowned on by his colleagues and also by his flock. His role was pri-
marily that of an itinerant teacher, going about from place to place with
little local organizational backing, pitching a tent wherever he thought

an audience could be assembled. This might be on a vacant lot or even in

a country pasture if there were present "honest people in heart'" who
wanted to hear his exposition of the true Bible doctrine. The meetings

were usually small; and the results, in terms of conversions and bap-
tisms, were.meager.

For example, in 1899, tent meetings held in Clinton, Midway, and
Fayette, Missouri, produced a total of only twenty-seven converts. A
meeting of several months duration in Cardiff, Alabama, produced five con-
verts. Ten separate tent meetings in Oklahoma over a period of five
months in 1900 yielded a meager total of seventy-five converts. 1In Omaha,
as a result of a three-month campaign, five persons were baptized. Among
many conducted, few meetings produced better results than these.10

Tent evangelists generally seemed not to expect great things, often
seemed pleased with small results, and usually attributed their lack of

greater success to Satanic opposition stirred up by a stern and demanding

message. D. E. Scoles, for example, engaged in tent evangelism in Mis-

souri, reported:

10Review and Herald, April 26, 1899; April 10, 17, 1900, passim.



Since last October, I have held two series of meetings in
the country. Twenty persons have accepted the Sabbath, the
most of whom are growing up into Christ. We have contended
with such difficulties as tobacco, coffee, and swine's flesh
but many are claiming His power to cleanse from all filthiness
of the flesh and the spirit. We have taken three orders for
the Review and Herald, one for the Signs, and have sold some
spirit of prophecy writings. To the Lord be all the praise.ll

This small-scale evangelism was in sharp contrast to the massive
old-time camp meetings of fifteen or twenty years earlier. During that
era, membership increases, as has been mentioned, were truly impressive--
ranging as high as twenty per cent annually. By 1904, however,’the
annual rate of Adventist membership growth in the United States and

Canada had slipped to barely two per cent, with the lowest mark yet to

come.l? The Adventist avangelist thrust clearly was faltering.

Reasons for Decline

Several things may account for diminishing Adventist evangelistic
success in North America. First, in the last decade of the nineteenth
century, Adventist energies weré diverted in part to internal theologi-
cal debate. 1In 1888, an epochal conference in Minneapolis had been de-
voted to clarification of certain Adventist doctrines. Throughout its
history the movement had given extraordinary emphasis to the binding
claims of the Ten Commandments and the seventh-day Sabbath, to the ex-
tent that charges of legalism and Judaisﬁ,had been heaped upon the

church. The Minneapolis conference affirmed Christian righteousness as

11Review and Herald, February 6, 1900, p. 93.
12

Special information supplied by the Statistical Secretary,
General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists, Washington, D. C.



a matter of faith in Christ, with the works of the law only a manifesta-
tion of salvation, not a cause of it. The denomination's ministers, how-
ever, held varying positions on the matter. Some of those who had been
most active in evangelism, in fact, tended to stress the law. . These
were the "law preachers," as some observers called them.13

Following the 1888 conference there were many attempts to harmo-
nize divergent views about whether evangelistic preaching should stress
doctrine or Christ and His righteousness. A. T. Jones, in a study pre-
sented at the General Conference session of 1899, tried to summarize a
proper view in this way:

So then we must preach Christ with all the doctrine in Him,

and that doctrine must be in the preaching, or else we can not
preach Christ in his fulness. We are so to preach Christ that -
we shall preach nothing but doctrine; and so to preach doctrine
that it is nothing but Christ.l4

As the last decade of the nineteenth century advanced, the church
paper geflects a sustained preoccupation with doctrinal discussion with
some erosion of singular emphasis on the law, which had been a primary
doctrinal basis of much Adventist evangelism.

Another factor in the decline of Adventist evangelism at the turn
of the century was a deflection of evangelistic energy following a wave
of agitation on the Sunday law question during the 1880's. Adventists
during that time had been the object of considerable restriction, legal

action, and some actual persecution. They responded with a well-co-

ordinated and effective campaign of propaganda and legislative action.

13Interview, author with Ernest Lloyd, Loma Linda, California,
October, 1964.

l4Review and Herald, July 11, 1899, p. 448.
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But there was a subsequent shift of public emphasis for a time--away
from that which might stimulate hostile public reaction. For example,
great importance came to be attached to medical and benevolent work.
John Harvey Kellogg, the great Adventist surgeon who had made the Battle
Creek Sanitarium a world-famous institution, was one person who inspired

much interest in those lines of church work that were not so hostile to

other religious interests--lines of work that brought praise and admi-

ration rather than opposition.

Still another influence that may have been reflected in the ap-
parent Adventist neglect of public evangelism was a general decline in
esteem accorded all revivalists at the turn of the century. In the
1870's and 1880's, coincidental with Adventist success in large public
meetings, and also with the zenith of Dwight L. Moody's career, reviv-
alists had been true celebrities, widely supported by the churches. At
century's end, however, a general body of opposition toward revivalism,
as it was exemplified by B. Fay Mills and Sam Jones, had developed.15
Adventist leaders heartily supported this opposition, a fact
douB;Iess not lost on would-be Adventist revivalists and evangelists.

B. Fay Mills, for example, was presented to readers of the Adventist

church paper, the Review and Herald, as the antithesis of the Christian

preacher, failing to support the doctrine of the atonement or the in-
spiration of the Scriptures.16 Revivalism that did not bring forward

what Adventists believed to be neglected doctrines was not worthy to be

15William G. MclLoughlin, Jr., Modern Revivalism (New York: The
Ronald Press Company, 1959), p. 347.

l6Review and Herald, January 9, 1900, p. 32.
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called revivalism. The editor of the church paper in 1905 spoke of
higher criticism's coming into the leading denominations and said:
No revival of Christianity upon such a foundation of
belief as this is possible. To have a real revival the
churches must return to the old ground of absolute belief
and confidence in the Bible as the infallible Word of God.
This means that they must . . . accept the plain

doctrine of the literal coming of Christ and its nearness

as revealed by prophecy, the equally plain doctrine of the
seventh-day Sabbath, and in short, the whole reform mes-
sage . . . [the Adventist message].

Even more plausible as a reason for the decline in Adventist
evangelistic success was the fact that the Adventist approach was
largely oriented to a rural and small-town audience; ‘and, putting it
simply, the audience was moving away. America's population at cen-
tury's end was rapidly shifting from country to city. Between 1880
and 1914, "the United States moved from a rural and agrarian to an
urban and industrial way of 1ife."18 In the decade between 1880 and
1890 alone, urban population increased by fifty per cent. This migra-
tion had a profound effect on Adventist evangelism.

Adventists in general felt ill-equipped to compete with other
denominations in city campaigns and, in fact, were rather inhospitable
toward the cities themselves. These they deemed sinkholes of iniquity,
doomed to destruction. True Christians, they felt, should be doing all

in their power to move out of the cities, not devoting themselves to

work therein.

17Review and Herald, January 15, 1905, pp. 5, 6.

18John William Ward, "An Epitaph for Success,'" book review in
The Reporter, XXXITI (April 8, 1965), p. 58.
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Reaction at Century's End

Thus, Adventists in America at the end of the nineteenth century
were confronted with rapidly declining membership gains, a radical shift

in population from country to city, to say nothing of a dearth of trained

ministers capable of making an impact in the cities. From the perspec-
tive of their rural American Protestantism, moreover, they looked with
alarm and distaste upon other radical changes in American society: a

wave of immigration into the cities of European-Catholic stock, violent
labor troubles, sordid wickedness and corruption as revealed by the na-~

tion's press, confederation among the churches, a decline of traditional

belief in Biblical inspiration, and the ascendancy of the ''social gos-

pel. nl9

Reeling a little, perhaps, under the weight of social revolution,
Adventists interpreted these manifestations as new signs of the nearness
of the end. .Ministers, organiéational leaders, editors of the church
paper, declared in common chorus that '"the work is fast closing up."
Their affirmations were based upon interpretations of Biblical prophecy
which suggested that the unprecedeﬁted social changes clearly indicated
the degradation of the present world and the imminence of Christ's
second coming to destroy, to cleanse, and to save.

Strangely, however, their operational response in this situation
was not an upsurge of public evangélistic effort but rather a seeming

withdrawal into an introspective contemplation of '"holiness," and

19They were not alone, of course. According to John William
Ward, loc. cit., "Native Americans as well as immigrants were uprooted
from their customary ways. New sources of power, new ways of life,
and new modes of thought transformed the meaning of American life."
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emphasis on perfection of the saints in preparation for meeting the

Loxd.

At the General Conference session of 1899, the president's key-
note address was '""Receive Ye the Holy Ghost." ''The message and need for
this time," he said, '"'"is more heart holiness.'" His outline of urgent

business before the session included not a single reference to public
evangeliém save, perhaps, the need for a "more steady sale of books by
canvassers.'20

It might well have been said of Adventist public evangelism in

America what L. A. Smith, one of the denomination's leaders, was moved

to declare in 1899 about the religious liberty work: '. . . now, after
the lapse of years, the work . . . languishes. The efforts that were
once so actively put forth have nearly ceased. . . . What is the
matter?"

2OReview and Herald, February 28, 1899, p. 137.
21

Review and Herald, October 24, 1899, p. 687.




CHAPTER II
PRESSURE FROM A PROPHETIC LEADER

Some of the answers to questions perplexing Adventist leaders in
1900 arrived in the person of Ellen G. White, who had been in Australia
since 1891. She returned to America in late-1900, making her headquar-
ters at St. Helena, California. While the church had experienced rapid
growth abroad during her absence, it was suffering under the lack of a
strong central organization. Many diverse denominational interests
were in competition, and there were many overlapping boards, associa-
tions, and committees.

To the detriment of evangelism, Adventists generally seemed to
be enmeshed in unproductive introspection and examination of doctrine.
Meanwhile, as previously noted, the prime Adventist audience, rural,
Bible-believing Protestants, were moving in large numbers from the coun-
try to the city. Very little was being done to develop what was then
called "city work," least of all platform evangelism of large enough

scope to make an impact on city dwellers.

Mrs. White Urges Reorganization and Action

Mrs. White began at once to press for two "reforms": (1) a
streamlining of church organization, and (2) an aggressive plan of
evangelism in the cities. Her efforts toward reorganization led to the
election of Arthur G. Daniells as the new president of the General COn—
ference, heading a central organization large enough to consolidate
previously separate agencies and associations, and to co-ordinate the

operation of a new ''cluster" form of church organization with individual
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state and regional conferences banded together in union conferences,
(these ultimately to be clustered in divisions of the Generai Conference).
But no sooner had Daniells been charged with implementing the new or-
ganizational concept, with all the preoccupations implied, than Ellen G.
White began pressing him for more aggressiveness in city evangelism.

Daniells and the other Adventist leaders were, however, very slow
to respond to this intensive urging by Mrs. White. First of all, they
were greatly involved in making the newly established organization work.
Second, they shared to some extent the prevalent lack of clerical en-
thusiasm for city evangelists. They were fearful of building up plat-
form personalities above "the message'" itself.

Moreover, they had little evidence of recent Adventist success
in the cities upon which to base any conviction that means and manpower
diverted to a concerted denominational program of city evangelism would
produce results. Adventist premillenialism, the doctrine of Christ's
coming to overthrow earthly kingdoms, was not calculated to inspire the
interest of middle-class Protestants, as Moody, Jomnes, Mills, and other
revivalists had all discovered. Attendance at Seventh-day Adventist
evangelistic meetings was sparse and results were small. A great
stretch of the imagination and much faith would have been required of
Adventist leaders in heeding Mrs. White's admonition to "work the
cities."

But Mrs. White was convinced that success would attend an effort
to reach the city masses. That conviction was inspired in part by her
recent participation in highly successful evangelistic endeavors in

Australia. There, large tent meetings in proximity to several cities
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had attracted audiences of fifteen hundred to two thousand persons with
excellent results in terms of conversions to the faith. Daniells him-
self, in fact, had been one of the more successful evangelists during
Mrs. White's ten-year sojourn in Australia. Now she wanted him, as
president of the newly-reorganized denomination, ;zllead Adventists in

North America and throughout the world in a determined effort to "warn

the cities" and '"'finish the work" before Christ's return.

Disaster a Turning Point

A major disaster at this time proved a turning point in the evan-
gelistic history of the church. A great fire in 1902 ravaged the Advent-
ist publishing house in Battle Creek. Under the stimulus of Mrs. White's
admonition to work the cities, especially the cities of the East, the
leaders began looking eastward for a place to re~establish the publishing
house and the General Conferenée office.

Daniells and the other officers tended to think of New York City,
a place often mentioned by Mrs. White as needing the most diligent evan-
gelistic attention. However, their attention was turned toward Washing-
ton, D, C., as Mrs. White pointed out the advantages of being located at
the nation's capital. There; she said, they could bring their influence
to bear on national leaders whenever religiously-oriented legislation
was introduced into the Congress. Also, publications of the church could
bear the imprint, "Washington, D. C.," thereby increasing their influence.

Thus, in 1903, the General Conference headquarters was estab-
lished in Takoma Park, a Washington suburb. The publishing house was

put into operation again, and a hospital and a school were established.
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The attention of the entire membership of the church was dramatically
directed to Washington, and other cities of the East--a prelude to the

new Adventist city evangelism soon to materialize.

Possibilities Demonstrated

What could have been a breakthrough in Adventist city evangelism
was under way at this time in New York City. E. E. Franke, a platform
evangelist of considerable talent, was conducting meetings throughout
the city, and with notable success. Using tents in the summer and small
public halls in the winter, Franke was attracting enthusiastic audiences
of as many as one thousand persons, and with significant results in
terms of conversions.

Here was evidence that Mrs. White's insistence on public evan-
gelism in the cities was not without promise. Unfortunately, however,
Franke soon appeared to be promoting himself more than his message. He:
eventually became so difficult a personality that the New York confer-
ence was thrown into a crisis. So menacing was Franke's clash with
other Adventist ministers that he was discharged, an action that had a
traumatic effect upon his converts and followers.

While Mrs. White moved to condemn Franke's methods of promotion
and his seeming self-inflation, the experience could only have served to
confirm church leaders in their.apprehension of the dangers of large-
scale city evangelism with a central platform figure brought to the
fore.

In the wings, however, was another evangelistic personality more
palatable to the church-~William Ward Simpson. An imaginative, per-

suasive speaker, Simpson was also a promoter par excellence. He was
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also an Adventist evangelist rare for the time: well suited to the
sophisticated milieu of the city.

Of the English heritage, Simpson's apprenticeship had been served

in Canada from 1897 to 1902. 1In part because of ill health in Canada
| and partly in respcnse to Mrs. White's urgings that the cities be evan-
gelized, Simpson came to Southern California in 1902 and conducted
moderately successful campaigns in Redlands, Riverside, and Pasadena.
In 1904, he launched a series of large meetings in the heart of Los
Angeles, atgracting audiences of as many as two thousand persons. There
were more than two hundred adult baptisms as a result of Simpson's Los
Angeles efforts during a period of a year and a half.

Mrs. White immediately grasped Simpson's success as a shining
example of what could be done in large cities. She made Simpson some-
thing of a protege, personally encouraged and instructed him, presented
him to the church leaders as a model to follow. But tragedy struck.
What might have been the evangelistic history of the Adventist church
had Simpson lived is not possible to know. He died in 1906 at the age
of thirty-five years, the first recognized '"city evangelist'" of the
Adventist denomination.

While Simpson was scoring his success in Los Angeles, leaders of
the denomination at the new national headquarters in Washington, D. C.,
were drawn into evangelistic triumphs of their own.

George B. Thompson held a series of tent meetings in Washington
during the summer of 1904, just a year after the headquarters had been
moved from Battle Creek. Luther Warren followed up the interest with

a series of meetings in the Pythian Temple, with audiences numbering
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up to about six hundred persons.
This good attendance inspired Adventist leaders to seek a larger
forum among residents of the capital, hoping that their message might bé
proclaimed to '"the prominent citizens of Washington."1 Through the
friendly offices of a White House policeman they were able to secure the
Lafayette Opera House. The policeman, apparently regarded as an inside
source of influence, was personally acquainted with the manager of the
opera house-and able to secure the facility for three Sunday evenings
for only the cost of heating and lighting. This was seen by the Advent-
ist leaders as ''one of the many remarkable providences that have at-
tended the work in Washington during the last two years."2
A measure of fhe seeming amazement of Adventist officials that
they could make an impression with public evangelism in one of the large
cities of the East, and especially in the national capital, may be
sensed in the description of plans for the Lafayette Opera House meetings
by J. S. Washburn, the local conference president:
This place is situated across Pennsylvania Avenue from the
White House, thus being within two minutes' walk of the presi-
dent's house. The president himself spoke on a question of
public interest in the Lafayette Opera House on a certain oc-
casion a few weeks ago. The Y.M.C.A. of Washington hold their

great meetings for men only in this opera house. Senators and

men in the highest positions in the government often attend
these meetings.

Elders W. W. Prescott and Luther Warren will conduct meet-
ings in the opera house, and we are hoping that these will
have an influence upon the intellectual and influential people

1R.eview and Herald, February 2, 1905, p. 19.
2

Ibid.
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who lead the nation, and whose influence is world-wide. The
Lord is bringing the message to the front by such rapid strides
that, were it not that we know that as our day so shall our
strength be, we should tremble as we ask the solemn question,

"Who is sufficient for these things?'" We thank God that his
grace is sufficient.

Will not all the readers of the Review pray earnestly for
these meetings in Washington at the present time? We are
rapidly hastening to the close of the great controversy, and

the Lord is leading in triumph the humble bearers of the last
message to the lost world.

The meetings in the Lafayette Opera House were launched with a

newspaper announcement in the Washington Post on Sunday, February 5,

outlining the teachings of Seventh-day Adventists and announcing three
Sunday night meetings to follow. The initial response was good. A
Post report spoke of a large attendance, identifying W. W. Prescott and
Luther Warren as evangelists of the denomination. These Adventist min-
isters spoke of the importance of truth, and declared that throughout
history, beginning with the population at the time of Noah's flood, the
majority has usually rejected truth. Warren closed the meeting with
emphasis upon obedience to God's law '"'whether we see the reason for it
or not."4

The meetings were the largest ever held by the Adventists in
Washington; and according to the official church paper, '"'the situation
could sc;rcely have been better. An intelligent class of people was in

. 5
attendance and seemed much interested."

The last of the three meetings was held on Sunday, March 5, with

31bid.

4Review and Herald, February 16, 1905, pp. 17, 18.

dReview and Herald, March 2, 1905, p. 24.
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a "very large attendance," including a number of visitors to the city
for the inauguration of Theodore Roosevelt. Warren related his topic to
the public interest, speaking on '"the inauguration of the King of Kings."

Washburn reported that some of the visitors remained after the
meeting to ask questions regarding '"'the new truth and the new people
whom they had seen and heard for the first time."®

The Adventists were inspired by the results of their first large
public venture in Washington. S. N. Haskell, an aging pioneer of the
denomination, saw in these meetings a partial fulfillment of a prophecy
made earlier by Mrs. White that the message which had been born in New
England in the 1840's, then shifted to the Michigan frontier, would
"return to the East with power."7

Thus the move to Washington had placed the organizational leaders
in a position to become personally involved in public evangelism on a
scale that had been envisioned by Mrs. White when she urged them to uti-
lize the public platform in the large cities as a means of advancing the
Adventist cause. The leaders were caught up in the inspiration of the
thought that they were indeed fulfilling prophecy, that their message
could and would have an impact in the large cities of the East, and that
in all likelihood this would be the means of completing their work pre-
saging the second coming of Christ.

This surge of public evangelism in Washington had been stimulated

not only by Mrs. White's promptings but also by public events in which

bReview and Herald, March 16, 1905, p. 24.

’Review and Herald, April 20, 1906, p. 9.
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Adventists had an interest. 1In 1904 two bills were introduced into the
Congress calling for some manner of compulsory Sunday observance. On
December 12, while these bills were pending, the Protestant ministry of
Washington staged a large meeting to plan a campaign for better Sunday
keeping.

The newly arrived Adventists moved boldly into the scene with

a large advertisement in the Washington Post of December 26, in the form

of an open letter to the clefgy from Seventh=-day Adventist ministers.
Appealing to the other ministers as '"esteemed brethren in the ministry,"
they raised the broad question of whether the movement they had proposed
was ""'really Christian." The Adventists then brought forth reasons '"why
both Sunday keeping and Sunday legislation was wrong.'" The advertise-~
ment was signed by A. G. Daniells and W. A. Spicer, president and sec-
retary, respectively, of the General Conference, and Luther Warren.8

The evangelistic meetings conducted by George B. Thompson and
Luther Warren in the Pythian Temple were presented as a response to the
"agitation in the .District of Columbia.'" According to J. S. Washburn,
the local conference president, '"with unusual freedom and earnestness
they sent home the glorious yet terrible truth of the Sabbath and the
U. S. in prophecy,'" Adventist interpretations of Biblicél prophecy which
they said predicted universal enforcement of Sunday observance in

America.

As Sunday law agitation spread to other states, including Penn-

8Review and Herald, January 12, 1905, pp. 9-11.

Review and Herald, January 19, 1905, p. 24.
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sylvania, Indiana, Ohio, Louisiana and Wisconsin, the religious liberty

program of the General Conference was organized as a full-fledged bureau

with W. A. Colcord in charge. Half the expense of the Washington, D.C.,

meetings was charged to the budget of this new bureau.

The work was not without effect. Leading Congressmen promised to

oppose Sunday measuUres because of the Adventist position. On the ques-

tion of religion in public schools, a committee of leading Washington
figures was appointed to make recommendations to the Board of Education.
W. W. Prescott, editor of the Adventist church paper, and one of the

evangelistic speakers, was made a member.

In this setting of revived zeal in religious liberty action, and
a stimulating awareness that Adventist speakers could attract a sophis-

ticated audience--as well as exert an influence on national legislation

--Arthur G. Daniells brought to ministers and members everywhere a call
from Ellen G. White to turn aside from preoccupation with organizational

machinery and to extend such a work "throughout the land":

It is a call to us to show greater enthusiasm than we have
ever shown in this cause. It is an appeal to us to devote our
time and energies as far as possible to evangelistic work.
Many of us have become so engrossed in the business affairs
of our conferences and institutions that we have too largely
dropped the progressive, evangelistic work by which the pio-
neers of this cause rapidly carried this message from state
to state, and from country to country.

The shape affairs are taking, and the messages that are
coming to us from the servant of the Lord, renew in our hearts

the hope that the closing work of the Lord in the earth is
soon to be finished.

This plea was backed up by a personal recommendation at the 36th

loReview and Herald, March 2, 1905, p. 6.
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Session of the General Conference Committee, held from May 11-30, 1905.
In his presidential address, Daniells' first suggestion, strengthened
by the preéence of Ellen G. White, was that the church
give new, earnest, intelligent study to the unentered

territory in both the home and foreign fields, and arouse

both ministers and people to press on iffo the places where
this message has never been proclaimed.

Reluctance Prevails

At this important General Conference Session, Daniells took note
of the serious decline in the membership growth rate of the church. 1In
1904, he revealed, all of the North American conferences combined, with
a membership of 60,000, many institutions, and tithe income of more than
half a million dollars, reported a total net increase of oﬁly 845 mem-
bers. 1In contrast, in the 1870's, when church membership was‘only a
little more than 8,000, net gains of 1,500 to 3,000 were reported an-
nually for many years.

Unfortunately for the interests of city evangelism, however,
Daniells failed to make specific recommendations for carrying forward
in othef cities the work recently done in Washington. He saw the so-
lution of the growth problem primarily as a revival of interest in

foreign missions and increasing laymen's missionary work.

For example, a missionary campaign launched at this 36th General

Session called only for:

1. A Review and Herald (official church paper) subscription
in every home.

2. A church-wide campaign to increase the circulation of
missionary periodicals.

llgeview and Herald, May 11, 1905, p. 10.
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3. Encouraging members in the sale of Adventist books.
4. Developing evangelical interest by the liberal use of
tracts, giving Bible studies in individuals' homes, and
missionary correspondence.
Not a word was said about platform evangelism in the cities.lz'
Thus, despite the excitement of the Washington evangelistic
activities of only three months before, the constant pressure exerted
by Ellen G. White for more diligent work in the evangelism, and the
obvious felt need of the General Conference leaders for more missionary
endeavor in view of a declining growth rate, and the apparent conviction

that "the end" was approaching, there was little specific direction from

national leaders of the church for more extensive evangelistic work in’

-

the cities.

Moreover, most Adventist leaders still took a dim view of revival-

ism. The ""nmew evangelism'" of Mills and others convinced them that there
was little future in large platform evangelistic endeavor. De-emphasis
of the doctrine of sin and judgment, the encroachments of evolutionary
teaching, and antinomian views all "have contributed to make the old-

time revival impossible of repetition today,'" according to one statement

by L. A. Smith, then an associate editor of the Review and Herald.l3

The fall of man, a sense of guilt and condemnation before the law
of God, the power of Christ's blood to save and redeem were among ''the

old-time doctrines' essential to a great revival movement, Smith de-

clared. But he cautioned:

121pid.

13Review and Herald, March &4, 1905, pp. 4, 5.
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A true revival is not .an appeal to, and a play upon, the
emotions. While the emotions are deeply stirred, the real
work is that of a conviction of soul which is based upon a
recognition of facts, some present and some historical. It
is an intelligent belief which moves -the Christian to sur-
render himself to God and the emotional part of his experi-
ence is dependent upon, and is of no value apart from this
conviction of the mind.

According to Smith, there existed at the time only one message
that contained the necessary elements for this intelligent conviction

upon which true revival would have to be based, and that was the Ad-

ventist message. He declared:

The one message in the world today which does embody all
the doctrines from which the old-time revivals derived their
force is the third-angel's message. This movement alone is
squarely opposed to all that theistic and spiritualistic
teaching which would sweep away the foundation of the old
gospel of Paul, of Luther, and of Wesley. This message is
in itself a great revival movement, and in this message, and
only this, is the great world-wide revival movement which
has so long been due to be realized.

Smith did not doubt that other revival movements of substantial
portions would spring up. With a prophetic look to the next few years
which were to bring forth Billy Sunday and other theatrical revivalists,
Smith cautioned:

there remains the emotionalism of human nature, and
its susceptibility to various influences not from above, to
serve as a basis for a deceptive revivalism which will not
bear the fruit of genuine conversion.

Revivals of this sort, Smith declared, would be among '"'Satan's
list of latter-day deceptions . . . and only that knowledge which is

derived from faith in the Word of God enables one to discern between

the true and the false."14

41pia.
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Renewed Prophetic Insistence

It would seem, in view of the Washington experience, that Advent-

ists of the time could be moved to large-scale city work only by specific

religious liberty crises. There was no comprehensive, systematic evan-

gelistic plan urged by national headquarters. The church rapidly moved

ahead on the public affairs front and in institutional proliferation, as

well as in its foreign missions objectives, but not in platform evange-

lism in the cities.

In 1907, however, Mrs. White began to repeat with more emphasis

her pleas of 1903 and 1904 to launch a greater work in the cities. She
said:
We stand rebuked before God because the large cities right
within our sight are unworked and unwarned. The terrible
charge of neglect is brought against those who have been long
in the work, and yet have not entered the large cities. We

have done none too much for our foreign fields, but we have

done comparatively nothing with the great cities right be-
side our own doors.15

In 1907 she wrote to Daniells, "Voices are to be heard in every
city proclaiming the last message of mercy to the world."1® and again,

"There is a great work to be done in the cities and villages that is

not being done."17

Although, according to Adventist believers, Mrs. White was

15g11en G. White, Evangelism (Washington, D. C.: Review and
Herald Publishing Association, 1946), p. 399.

16Letter, Ellen G. White to A. G, Daniells, 416, 1907, December 30,
1907, p. 5. (Index code refers to catalog system used by the Ellen G.
White Publications Office, Washington, D. C.)

17Letter, Ellen G. White to A. G. Daniells and associates, B-316,
1908, October 25, 1908, p. 1.
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supernaturally inspired in such counsels to the church, her recommenda-
tions paralleled a great renewal of fundamentalist revivalism from 1905
onward. While before this time, B. Fay Mills had given revivalism a
liberal turn, much to the distaste of Adventists and other conservative
evangelicals, with Reuben Torrey, J. Wilbur Chapman, and Billy Sunday,
the conservatives had their day. From 1905 to 1911, Torrey conducted re-
vival meetings in most of the large cities of the United States, attrac-
ting large audiences everywhere with the backing of leading laymen such
as John Wanamaker and John H. Converse. 1In Philadelphia, the site of one
of Torrey's most successful campaigns, it was claimed that more than
seven thousand persons were converted.

Torrey brought to the city campaign much of the message Adventist
preachers would have delivered had they been active in the cities. He
preached the old fundamental doctrines of dependence on the blood of
Christ and the necessity of conversion in the old-time evangelical tra-
dition. He also lambasted modernism in all its forms, denouncing the
Darwinians, the liberals, and the higher critics. Moreover, he preached
the old-time social morality dear to the hearts of Adventist believers,
freely attacking card playing, theater-going, gambling, and dancing. He
berated wealthy society matrons who neglected motherhood. What is more,
he out-did the Adventists themselves in proclaiming the Second Coming as
""the perfect solution, and the only solution, of the political and com-
mercial problems that now wvex us."18

Chapman was also in the field during this period with his famous

18William G. McLoughlin, Modern Revivalism (New York: The Ronald
Press, 1959), p. 374, citing Reuben A. Torrey, The Return of the Lord
Jesus (Los Angeles, 1914), p. 7.
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system of simultaneous evangelistic campaigns. He divided the cities
into districts with a brigade of co-evangelists conducting revival
meetings in churches, theaters; and halls throughout the metropolitan
area. He launched this system in 1905, and by 1908 was trying it in the
largest cities in the country. In Philadelphia, only two years after
Torrey's notable success there, Chapman deployed twenty-one teams of
evangelists and song leaders who :conducted meetings for three weeks in
one half of the city's districts, then shifted for three more weeks to
the other half. The total attendance was estimated at 1,470,000 for the
six-week period.

After Chapman's subsequent revival in Syracuse in 1906, a local
minister exclaimed, "There is no doubt in our minds that the simultane-
ous meeting solves the problem of city evangelism. . .*%. Syracuse lives
in an atmosphexre of real Christianity today.”19

It is little wonder that, with the Adventist growth rate declin-
ing, Mrs. White should look with impatience at the denomination's meager
evangelistic efforts at a time when old-time religion was taking hold in
the large cities, under the stimulus of powerful preachers. In this
context, seemingly so made to order for the Adventist evangelist, the
denomination's prime efforts seemed to be along the defensive lines of
maintaining Sabbath-keeping privileges, together with a campaign of
missionary enterprise abroad. 1In a word, the church seemed to be

"missing the boat" in city evangelism at home.

19McLoughlin, op. cit., citing article in the Watchman, February
22, 1906, p. 21. :
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A Weak Adventist Response

Many scattered programs were devised in the field in an effort to
carry out Ellen G. White's counsel to develop more effective city pro-
grams, but with all their good points they were a weak response to her
appeal for a powerful evéngelistic drive.

In Columbus, Ohio, the Berean Bible Institute was organized by
W. H. Granger and recommended through a series of articles in the church
paper to Adventists evérywhere. Granger had a headquarters building from
which specially employed workeirs and church members distributed a weekly
series of tracts to as many homes as possible throughout the community,
personally encouraging the families to study the tract, then returning
on the foilowing week with the next tract, and so on through twenty-
eight lessons. The headquarters building had facilities for small meet-
ings with interested persons, and Bible study sessions were organized in
the homes of willing students. 20

Other novel approaches included use of a missionary yacht sailing
the harbors of New York, Boston, and other eastern cities. The thirty-
three foot vessel had been at work in New York harbor as early as 1897
and was receiving considerable support in 1907. Yacht workers, led by
Captain J. L. Johnson, placed bundles of literature on ships from all
over the world, at light ships, and local barges.21 A similar work was

_being doﬁe by Charles W. Peter, but without the yacht, in San Francisco.22

20Review and Herald, December 6, 1906, through January 3, 1907,
passim. o

2lpeview and Herald, February 21, 1907, p. 18.

22peview and Herald, April 18, 1907, p. 17.
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By this time, as has been mentioned, there were a number of more

productive pubTic meetings under way in some of the larger cities, but

these were not related to any comprehensive, church-wide plan for city

penetration.

A. G. Daniells personally had made an effort to respond to Mrs.
White's admonitions of 1901 to 1904 by encouraging local conferences to
undertake these various programs of city work. But in Mrs. White's eyes,
he was missing the main point: c¢ity work must be broad and with primary
emphasis on platform evangelism, the living preacher giving the message
just as it had been done in the pioneer days of the Adventist church.

Moreover, she did not see why Daniells, like her late husband
James White, could not delegate some of his routine burdens to others so

that he might be in the field leading the evangelistic forces by his

personal example.

Letter after letter to Daniells and his associates reminded them

of their delinquency in not getting personally into the work of city

evangelism.

Even rank and file clergy sensed the inadequacy of the Adventist
program for the cities. It was aptly described by W. H. Granger in 1906:

. To help the reader to better understand the urgent need
for a change in our past methods of warning these cities, 1
will briefly set forth, as nearly as my observation permits
me to know, the approximate extent to which the work has been
and is now being carried on in most of these populous centers.
Say, for instance, here is a city of over one hundred thousand
inhabitants. It has a church of one hundred members. They are
taking a small club of the Signs or Watchman, and occasionally
purchase a small assortment of tracts, which are given away
promiscuously, without any system of follow-up work. 1In such
churches there are usually one or two members who hold readings
with a few persons. But putting it all together, most churches
are doing less than what one good live member should be doing.
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In addition to this, there is usually located in such cities a
minister and one or more Bible workers. The minister's efforts
to warn the city, outside of what he does in the church, are
usually confined to a few widely separated families with whom
he holds weekly Bible readings. The Bible workers seldom give
more than ten readings a week with an average attendance of
about four regular readers at each study. . . . Does this look
like giving the message to the world in this generation?23

Such discontent had ample justification in the record of Adventist
growth during these years of administrative preoccupation. Following a
brief surge of membership growth in the wake of the evangelistic succes-
ses of 1905, the rate plunged to another low. 1In 1907 Adventist mem-~
bership was barely one per cent more than it had been in 1906. 1In 1908
the growth rate dropped still further to only a fraction of one per cent

24

over the previous year. With United States population growing apace,

with fundamentalism making giant strides in the cities, and with all the
Adventist institutional and overseas development, the church in America

was scarcely holding its own.

23Review and Herald, December 6, 1906, pp. 9, 10.

24Statistical Department, General Conference of Seventh-day Ad-

ventists, Washington, D. C.




CHAPTER TII1T
A DECISIVE CONFRONTATION

As Adventist leaders from throughout the world convened in Wash-

-

ington, D. C., for the 1909 General Conference Session, the church's

—_—

geographic and organizational expansion provided some impressive séa-
tistics for discussion.

Gathered in a canvas pavilion pitched on the grounds of the
Foreign Mission Seminary near General Conference headquarters, the 350
delegates heard W. A. Spicer, general secretary ofvthe church, report
that during the preceding years, 328 foreign missionaries had been sent
abroad;-134 of these in 1908 alone. The church had begun working in
Catholic and heathen lands, Spicer said, rather than exclusively in
Protestant countries. In all, thirty-three new fields had been entered
during the preceding quadrennium, nearly all of which were Catholic or
non-Christian in religious orientation.1

Thus, despite the deepening frustration of the top leaders under
the unremitting prodding of Ellen G. White to find the key to success-
ful city evangelism, the delegates gained inspiration from the fact that
despite a declining growth rate, they were making some gains at-least,
and theirs was fast becoming a truly world-wide organization.

In his presidential address to the Session, Daniells reported at
length on the progress made in organization since the recasting of church

administration in 1901. ©New union conference organizations numbered

lReview and Herald, May 13, 1909, pp. 13, 14.
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nineteen, he said, making a total of twenty-one. An additional fifty-
seven local conferences had been organized, bringing the total number of
local organizations to one hundred one. Daniells also cited the multi-
plication of General Conference departments.which had made possible the
centralization in Washingtdn of the many diverse boards and associations
formerly operated at various places on a semi-autonomous basis. More
than five hundred persons, Daniells revealed, had been drawn ffom the
field into the administrative qircle, with ""greatly increased efficiency"
in the administration of church work.2 This was saying little, however,
about evangelism for which Mrs. White so insistently called. With five
hundred persons formerly in the field now brought into executive and
departmental work, it is not strange that the fields felt a lack of
qualified men to occupy the evangelistic platform.

Reporting increases of tithes and offerings and of literature pub-
lished, as well as numbers of hospitals and schools, Daniells emphasized
rapid growth, giving the present levels of 1909 as compared with 1905.
Concerning church membership, however, he was content to state that
during the quadrennium world church membership had increased by 16,000.
This actually represented an average annual growth rate for the entire
world field of about four per cent. Not mentioned specifically, however,
was the Adventist growth picture in the United States. Here, since 1905,
membership had increased by less than one per cent per year, or about

half the growth rate of the national population during this same period.3

292. cit., p. 10.

3. S. Bureau of the Census, Statistical Abstract of the United

States: 1962 (Eighty-third edition), Washington, D. C., 1962.
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In comparison with Adventist growth of the past--as high as 15.5 per
cent annually for a number of years preceding Daniells' administration
and the reorganization of 190l--it was a radical change for the worse
which did not bear too much emphasis.

Daniells said ruefully, '"We are well aware that numbers, money,
and institutions are not sure evidences that all is well.'" Yet, he
commended the membership for their dedication and confidence as indi-
cated by increasing tithes and offerings and much personal effort in

distributing Adventist literature.4

Small Plans To Meetii Large Challenge

Looking to the future, Daniells declared hopefully that he wanted
the 1909 Session to be more than a large gathering. 'We want it to be a
great meeting," he declared. 'We want it to mark an era."?

Other speakers at the Session referred more specifically of the
great need for city evangelism and called for action. George B. Thomp-
son, president of the Columbia Union Conference, expressed his convicf
tion:

We are persuaded that further help should be given the

large cities of the East. . . . The large foreign population
already here is being increased almost daily by thousands,

and some plans must be dev%sed to bring the message more
fully before these people.

Mrs. White added her voice, more urgently than ever before:

~

4

Review and Herald, May 20, 1909, p. 10.

592' cit., p. 13.

60p. cit., p. 10.
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Behold our cities and their need of the gospel. The
need of earnest labor among the multitudes in the cities
has been kept before me for more than twenty years. Who
is carrying a burden for our large cities? . . . What is

being done in the Eastern cities where the Advent message
was first proclaimed?7

However, the only specific evangelistic proposals produced by the
Session were related to: (1) work among foreigners; and (2) the prepa-
ration and distribution of literature. For example, a resolution was
adopted calling on ''foreign-speaking laborers'" to work for the foreign
populations of the cities and encouraging the preparation of special
literature for these groups.8

E. R. Palmer, publishing secretary of the General Conference,
spoke of the success of membefs in selling ten-cent magazines, including

Life and Health, Liberty, and The Protestant. Some $145,000 worth of

periodicals had been sold in 1908 as compared with less than half that
amount in 1907, he reported. Approximately three thousand individual

members were engaged in selling these periodicals at the rate of around
175,000 copies per month. This procedure, he declared, is '"'solving the

problem of working our large cities."9

Then, in terms almost identical with those of a 1905 resolution,
the Session adopted a broad plan of work for the cities, which was to

include only:

the sale of periodicals and books, the distribution of
tracts and leaflets, visiting and Bible studies in the homes,
and the training of local church members and students from

’Review and Herald, July 1, 1909, p. 1.

8Review and~*Herald, June 17, 1909, p. 9.

Review and Herald, June 3, 1909, p. 15.
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our schools to become efgicient helpers to those regularly
appointed to this work. :

Worthwhile work to be sure, but it was a random operation and no mention

whatever cf systematic public evangelism.

Public evangelism was also omitted from Daniells' personal blue-

print for the future. He outlined four areas which he said required

specific attention from the Session: (1) the need for a spiritual re-

vival among the Adventist members themselves; (2) a need for even more

zealous support of foreign missions; (3) the improvement of Adventist

literature ''to meet the living issues of the times which are molding

public opinion'"; and (4) definite plans for encouraging wills and lega-

cies among church members.11

W. W. Prescott, editor of the Review and Herald, outlined what he

believed to be "the message for the Hour." Emphasizing the importance
of a scholarly search for theological truth, he said not a word about
the importance of city evangelism. He maintained that: (1) the demand
of the times was for a definite, clear-cut gospel message; (2) God has
given such a message [to Seventh-day Adventists] to meet the demands of
the times; and (3) every messenger should have a clear understanding of
the message in live, up-to-date terms that will command attention.

His emphasis was.on the message, not on preachers or the evange-

lists:

We  are nothing; we have neither wealth nor talent nor
standing to command attention. But here is a truth which,

OReview and Herald, June 3, 1909, p. 1l4.

llReview and Herald, May 13, 1909, p. 13.
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when understood and taught under the guidance of God's
spirit will itself command attention.

A Compelling Message

The aging Mrs. White, as much as she could agree with both
Daniells and Prescott as far as they went in their prescriptions, had
visions of early evangelistic triumphs not shared by these younger lead-
ers. She recalled that thirty and forty years before, James White, her

husband and then president of the General Conference, and Uriah Smith,

editor of the Review and Herald,

spoke to great camp meeting audiences
attracted from the large cities. In those days, she remembered, power-

ful platform personalities were not encumbered with large organizational
problems but could exert their influence directly on the masses.

The diffident approach of Daniells and Prescott to the problem of
city evangelism, their tendency to concentrate on organization, their
failure at the 1909 Session to respond to her past appeals to do other-
wise, was too much to bear. She -sought an audience with members of the
General Conference Committee, and spoke to them in severe terms of what
she considered to be their duty.

Her powerful appeal to the assembled General Conference leaders

bears reading at some length:

. . For the conduct of affairs at the various centers of
our work, we must endeavor, as far as possible, to find con-
secrated men who have been trained in business lines. We
must guard against tying up at these centers of influence men
who could do a more important work on the public platform, in
presenting before unbelievers the truths of God's word.

12peview and Herald, June 24, 1909, p. 2.



When I think of the many cities still unwarned, I can-

not rest. It is distressing to think that they have been
neglected so long.

A little has been done in Washington, and in other cities
of the South and the East; but in order to meet the mind of
the Lord we shall have to plan for the carrying forward of a
far-reaching and systematic work. We must enter into this
work with a perseverance that will not allow of any slacken-
ing of our efforts until we shall see of the salvation of

our God. This will give us confidence to continue the work
in still other places.

All these cities of the East where the first and the sec-~
ond angel's message were proclaimed with power, and where
the third angel's message was preached in the early days of
our history as a separate, peculiar people, must now be
worked anew. There is .Portland Maine; there is Boston, and
all the many towns round about; there is New York City, and
the populous cities close by; there is Philadelphia and
Baltimore and Washington. I need not enumerate all these
places; you know where they are. The Lord desires us to

proclaim the third angel's message with power in these cit-
ies.

Oh, that we might see the needs of these great cities as
God sees them! We must plan to place in these cities capable
men who can present the third .angel's message in a manner so
forceful that it will strike home to the heart. Men who can
do this, we cannot afford to gather into one place, to do a
work that others might do.

There is a large work to be done here in the city of
Washington, that still remains undone. There is a large work
to be done in the South, and in the East; and our General
Conference is to do its share in supplying the men that shall
go out into these fields. And as men and women are brought
into the truth in the cities, the means will begin to come
in. As surely as honest souls will be converted, their means
will be consecrated to the Lord's service, and we shall see
an increase of our resources.

Mrs. White then sought action at once with an insistent message

that Daniells and, especially, Prescott lay aside present work and go

13

Review and Herald Pub-
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Ellen G. White Manuscript 53, "Talk to General Conference Com-

mittee," June 11, 1909, pp. 2, 6, 7, 8. Selected passages published in
Ellen G. White, Evangelism (Washington, D. C.

lishing Association, 1946), pp. 38, 89, 394.



personally into the field to conduct evangelistic meetings. She had

already spoken forcefully to Prescott about the change that should be

made in his work:

God has a work for Brother Prescott to do. It is not
wisdom for him to remain continuously in Washington. He has
a special ability for ministering the word of God to the people.
He is not where the Lord would have him be. He would be
the recipient of much greater spiritual strength if he were

much of the time out in the fields, seeking to lead souls to
the light of truth.

Brother Prescott, your ministerial ability is needed in the
work God requires shall be done in the cities. These cities
are not to be left unenlightened and unwarned. Open your eyes

to see tpe work that is to be done in sowing the seed in new
places.l~+

Leaders of the General Conference were disturbed by this call for

the able editor of the official paper to step out of that key position

and take up evangelistic work. The following transcripts of a brief

question period after her address reveals their reluctance, as G. A.
Irwin, vice president for North America, seeks clarification:

G. A. Irwin: In all that you have said concerning the
work of Elder Prescott, do you mean that he is to continue

as editor of the paper, and also to go out and preach in the
cities occasionally?

E. G. White: No; no; he must give himself up to the work
of the ministry. His strength should not be divided. He is
to give himself to the evangelistic work; for the very talent
that he would otherwise use in helping to carry on the work
at this Washington center, is needed where there is no talent
at the present time. In places where he may go, the work
will have to build up solidly in various lines. There will
be calls for special literature to go out among the people.

In studying this problem let us remember that the Lord
sees not as man sees. He looks upon the terrible neglect of

14E11en G. White Manuscript 41, June 3, 1909, p. 2.
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the cities. I do not want to repeat what I have said
about this neglect. It is not at all in the order of
God that these cities should be left unwarned, unworked.

It is the result of man's devising. There is a world
to be saved.l>

Mrs. White viewed this personal encounter with the assembled

leaders in Washington as of the utmost importance. Just five days later

she wrote to her son, J. E. White, of what she had done:

On the morning of the day we left Washington, I at-
tended a meeting held in the seminary building, and spoke
to the brethren assembled some very plain words concern-
the destitute fields and the great work that must be done
in many places. I urged them not to hold the ministers
at Takoma Park, because there is a work to be done all
through our cities that have not heard the truth of the
third angel's message. Some did not take willingly to

the idea of losing Elder Prescott, but I spoke plainly
to them. 16

It is significant that on this occasion, when Mrs. White delivered
what she believed might be her last face-to-face-message.to the church
leaders, she emphasized in plain words the primacy of evangelism over in-
étitutionaliSm. Even the editorship of the official church paper, she
maintained, was a work at that time to be laid aside by one endowed with
a powerful platform persona}ity, that he might give himself completely
to public evangelism in the cities.

Mrs. White's pointed words of counsel to W. W. Prescott had an
effect. Within days he had begun preparations for withdrawal from his

role as editor of the Review and to take up evangelistic work. Elder

Daniells explained this important change to the constituency in these

.15Ellen G. White Manuscript 53, "Talk to General Conference Com~
mittee, June 11, 1909, p. 9.

161 ctter, Ellen G. White to J. E. White, W-98, June 16, 1909, p. L.



words:

In connection with counsel regarding the cities,
a message came to Prof. W. W. Prescott, calling him to this
work. To him the word came: "I am instructed to say to
Elder Prescott, You are needed in the fields that are open-
ing for evangelistic work; and when you make the Lord your

trust, he will be your power to reach the people by
the messages of truth. . . ."

Brother Prescott began at once to plan for public work
in the cities.

Arrangements were made to release Prescott from his work as editor

not only of the Review and Herald but also of Liberty, the public affairs
publication of the church, and also his chairmanship of the board of

trustees of the Review and Herald Publishing Association. He retained

a title as an associate editor of the Review in order to furnish articles

for the church paper from time to time.

Daniells stressed the forceful counsel that had been given and the

hesitancy with which this change had been made when he said:

It is no light matter to make a change in the editorship
of our paper, and the subject was carefully considered. .
The instruction that came to us regarding the work now to be
done in the cities of the East where our message was first
proclaimed made a deep impression upon those attending the
conference. . . . Let all pray that the special blessing of

God shall attend the larger efforts we shall endeavor to
make in behalf of these cities.l8

~

Before returning to St. Helena, Mrs. White, now eighty-one years
of age, dramatized her message to the General Conference leaders by making
a tour of some of the eastern cities, accompanied by S. N, Haskell and

G. B. Starr, two of the old-time evangelists, and her son, W. C. White.

17Review and Herald, July 1, 1909, p. 1.
18

Op. cit., pp- 3, 4.
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Included in her tour were New York, Philadelphia, Newark, and Portland,
Maine--where Mrs. White herself conducted a nightly series of evange-
listic meetings, with good results.'®

Later in 1909 she gave extensive documentation to her intense

interest in the work of the cities by publishing the ninth and final

volume of her Testimonies to the Church, in which she devoted a lengthy

section to ""The Work in the Cities." Here she described the moral con-

ditions of the cities and appealed to laymen and ministers alike to give

their support to city evangelism.20

19Review and Herald, July 1, 1909, p. 24; November 25, 1909, p. 7.
Also, letter, Arthur L. White to Howard B. Weeks, October 29, 1965.

20Review and Herald, November 18, 1909, p. 2.




CHAPTER IV
COMMITMENT TO EVANGELISM

Despite the genuine commitment made by leaders of the General
Conference at the close of the Session of 1909, it was not easy to be-
come free of institutional involvement in order to plunge into active
evangglism. Although Daniells announced that the General Conference
was moving forward with a definite plan, including the entry of W. W.
Prescott into the fiéld, tangible evidence of action was difficult to
see.

The regular autumn meeting of the General Conference Committee—in
1909 came and went with only the usual concern for the budget, alloca-
tions to foreign missionary enterprises, and other routine matters.
Also, after a prompt beginning, Prescott, on whom had been focused most
clearly Mrs. White's admonition that leaders of the General Conference
should move personally into platform work, seemed to be taking much time
to terminate his affairs in Washington so that he could begin his newly
appointed evangelistic career. He approached the assignment with no
little dismay that he had been spotlighted as a key person in public
evangelism, even though aware of Mtrs. White's interest in his own spir-
itual welfare. A. G. Daniells described his reluctance:

He feels very keenly his lack of experience in that line
of work; but he is determined to do his best. As you know
he is about sixty years old, and having never conducted a
series of tent meetings nor working in city mission work, it
is something of an undertaking for him.

lLetter, A. G. Daniells to W. C. White, January 3, 1910, p. 2.
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Daniells himself declared:

We do not want Brother Prescott to be put up on a pedes-
tal or placed in the limelight as going to do some wonderful
thing, and then have it flatten out and bring discouragement
upon him. I think the better thing is to go into this city
and work earnestly with . . . others who may be there; so
that he will be but one among others. 2

Thus both men upon whom Mrs. White was depending to lead the

Seventh~-day Adventist denomination into full-scale evangelism seemed

burdened with fear and uncertainty as to the possibility of success on

the public platform, particularly in a city like New York.

An Unpromising Beginning

Prescott finally arrived in New York in February, eight months
after his confrontation with Mrs. White. He began his work in some of
the small meetings already in progress in New York City. There is no
evidence, however, that he stimulated a large-scale evangelistic enter-
prise or figured very prominently in the meetings already being held by
lesser men. In the midst of Elder Prescott's work in New York City, Mrs.
Prescott became tragically ill with cancer and after a long disability
passed away, on June 10, 1910. It was announced that Prescott had with-
drawn témporarily from the work and had gone to Maine for a much-needed
rest. By October, he had returned but was far from public evangelism.
He was assigned to visit india as a General Conference counselor at a
meeting of the workers in that field. While he continued for many years
as an important official in the Adventist church, his career in public

evangelism was apparently at an end.>

21pid.

3Review and Herald, June 16, 23, 30; September 29, 1910, passim.

r
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Daniells himself was far from being personally involved in public
evangelism. He was, rather, somewhat aloof from the matter, responding
officially only to the extent that might be necessary to meet the mes~
sages from Mrs. White. A letter to W. C., White with information intended
for Mrs. White herself reveals this relatively detached attitude:

We are doing the very best we know how to carry out the

instructions she has sent us. Of course you know we have
limitations both as respects men and money. The question of
working the cities in the east and south is a big one. We

can not do one-half of what there is to be done, and what
we would like to do along this line.

I have already written you that we have appropriated
$11,000 above our regular appropriations to the work in these
cities. . . . You must help us to get laborers, or we shall
not be able to do but little more than we are now doing.

The one major personal effort Daniells promised Mrs. White at this
time did not materialize. He announced a'plan to promote city evange-
lism at the meetings of all the union conferences throughout the country
during the winter of 1910.

Regrettably, Daniells did not follow through on these good in-
tentions, but rather fell into entangled theological argument. A Leon
Smith had produced a tract attacking Daniells' views concerning the
"daily sacrifice," an essential part of Adventist prophetic interpreta-
tion. Daniells arose to defend his beliefs, devoting his time at the
union conference meetings to a discussion of the doctrinal issues con-

cerned rather than sounding a call-to-arms for city evangelism.

Mrs. White saw this as a clear indication that Daniells was not

4Letter, A. G. Daniells to W. C. White, January 3, 1910.



47

committed to the task. W. C. White, himself sympathetic to Daniells'

views, conveyed to him Mrs. White's displeasure with his course of action:

.+« . I am now forced to the conclusion that there has been
an error in judgment, and that it would have been better to
have given less attention to this matter, that it would have
been better to have trusted God to vindicate the truth and
your position in His own time and in another way. . .

I think it must be that the time, the thought, and the energy
devoted to this would have counted more to the cause of
Christ if it had been given to a study of how we can get the
me ssage before the people in the great cities.

Can we not now redeem the time . . . and let all your

time and thought and energy be given to developing the
evangelistic work in our great cities??>

Without his prestige and influence squarely behind a denomina-
tional program of city work, Adventists were moving forward very slowly
and unevenly, with scattered small efforts and correspondingly small

results. In the Review and Herald of April 21, 1910, for example, a

listing of recent accessions by the church proceeds about as follows:
One new convert is reported in Flint, Michigan.

Nine new believers united with the Wade, Pennsylvania, church
recently.

Brother E. F. Ferris reports five new Sabbath-keepers at
Elizabethtown, Illinois.

Three persons have taken their stand for the truth at Ford
City, Pennsylvania, recently.

Six persons were baptized at E1 Campo, Texas, by Elder J. I.
Taylor.

Thus continues a rather dreary report of many small efforts being
made: three persons in Davenport, Iowa; seven at Rossburg, Ohio; ten at

Dodson, Louisiana. Occasionally eighteen or twenty converts were won, a

5Letter, W. C. White to A. G. Daniells, June 20, 1910, pp. 8, 9.
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cause for rejoicing.

Although the denomination, in the person of its leading officers,
had not yet been wholly committed to publié evangelism,_zhere were at
this time some rays of hope for the future. For example, along with many
other denominations, Adventists were doing an aggressive work among the
increasing numbers of immigrants. One evidence of this was the flour-
ishing of a special General Conference office for this work and the
training of "home-foreign' workers. M. L. Andreasen, for example,
launched a Bible school in New York for foreign speaking persons ''who
desire to better prepare for the work."6 Andreasen had been at work in
New York for a number of years, having baptized seventy persons in a
"home-foreign" campaign conducted in 1907.

Most hopeful of all for the future, however, was the emergence at
this time of a number of men who later were to become leading lights in
a new era of Adventist public evangelism. For example, O. O. Bernstein,
who had been active in Philadelphia, moved in April, 1910, to New York
City. There he began an evangelistic career that was eventually to be-
come nationally known. In March, 1910, W. H. Branson was the leading
figure in a tent effort in the city of Miami. He had been conducting
meetings elsewhere in the state with somewhat meager results but was
looking forward to a more successful endeavor in Florida's largest city.7

Overseas, tent evangelism was continuing and ever accelerating.

A tent effort at Hiroshima, Japén, in the early part of 1910 resulted in

6Review and Herald, February 10, 1910, p. 15.

’Review and Herald, March 17, 1910, p. 15.
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nine baptisms and the hope that a Seventh-day Adventist church could be

raised in that city.8

Personal Pressure on the President

But these indications of future hopes for the cause of public
evangelism were not as yet by any means the mainstream of denominational
endeavor. Mrs. White seemed to have reached a point aof desperation in

urging the General Conference leadership to make public evangelism their

first order of business. Even her son and first aide, W. C. White,

seemed at a loss to understand the intense feeling Mrs. White had about

this matter. He wrote to A. G. Daniells:

This morning Mother said to me that while our brethren
have done a little here and there, they have not instituted
that thoroughly organized work which must be carried forward
if we shall give our cities a proper warning. . . . It seems
to me that there must be some great crisis just before us.

I cannot in any other way understand the intensity of Moth-
er's distress regarding our slowness of action in getting
the work going in our big cities.?

This seemingly prophetic view of world crisis ahead and impending

doom was emphasized in an article by Mrs. White, published in the Review

-

and Herald of April 7, 1910:

The conditions that face Christian workers in the great
cities constitute a solemn appeal for untiring effort on
behalf of the millions living within the shadow of impend-
ing doom. Men will soon be forced to great decisions, and
they must have the opportunity to hear and to understand
Bible truth, in order that they may take their stand intel-
ligently on the right side. God is now calling upon His
messengers, in no uncertain terms, to warn the cities while
mercy still lingers, and while multitudes are yet suscepti-
ble to the converting influence of Bible truth.

8Review and Herald, September 29, 1910, p. 8.

9Letter, W. C. White to A. G. Daniells, February 11, 1910.
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A little has been done in years past, it is true, in a
few cities; but in order to meet the mind of the Lord, those
in responsibility must plan for the carrying forward of a
broad, well-organized work. . . . The work in the cities is
now to be regarded with special importance. . . . I am bidden
to keep this matter before the attention of the believers,

until they shall be aroused to a realization of its impor-
tance. 10

Clearly, then, Mrs. White was urging not the deployment of an in-
dividual evangelist here and another there in scattered efforts, but a
concerted, broadly organized program representing the commitment of the
entire denomination. She placed the responsibility for this squarely
upon the leadership of the General Conference.

A. G. Daniells was beginning to feel the responsibility in a per-
sonal way. It struck him as somewhat ironic that he should now appar-
ently stand before the entire Seventh-day Adventist membership as
guilty of gross negligence in public evangelism when that had in fact
been his first work and perhabs still the work closest to his own heart.
The demands of administration, reorganization, and organizational exten-
sion had turned him aside from direct involvement in evangelism, but now
his response to Mrs. White's counsels was turning him back to his
original personal commitment to the public platform.

With some nostalgia he shared his feelings with an old friend:

I went out to the Australasian field a young man with very

little experience in this cause except as a preacher. During
my first four years in that mission field, I gave myself wholly
to evangelistic work. Then Brother and Sister White came, and
in a short time I was called to conference administrative work,
and was closely associated with them. This was all new and un-
tried to me. It seemed as though I could never get hold of

administrative work. . . . But Brother and Sister White encour-
aged me to hold on and helped me to succeed. Sometimes the

10Review and Herald, April 7, 1910, p. 3.
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help given was in the form of sharp reproof from Sister
White. This was not pleasant to the natural heart I can
assure you. . . . But I did not dare to reject the coun-
sel, and as I studied and prayed, and yielded my heart to
submission to God, light came to my mind and courage to my
heart, and always new help for my tasks.

As soon as I heard you have been relieved of the con-
ference responsibilities . . . I said . . . that if I were
in that situation I would take advantage of the change to
do evangelistic work for a time. . . . That is the most
satisfying work to my heart I have ever done. I would be
glad if I could take up that blessed work today and for-

ever be free from the harrassing perplexities of admini-
strative work.ll

Commitment to Evangelism

With a fond remembrance of his former evangelistic days growing
ever stronger, Daniells was administered another sharp reproof. On a
visit to California it was Daniells' intention to call on Mrs. White to
review a projected meeting with evangelists in New York City to plan
for their work in that city. To his surprise and dismay she flatly re-
fused to see him--until he should personally lead out in the work of
evangelism in a manner to inspire complete denominational commitment . 12
Thus turned aside, Daniells humbly yielded his pride. Contritely
he wrote to Mrs. White, declaring his intention to take personally her
counsels to make the Seventh-day Adventist church truly evangelistic:
I was sorry I could not have talked with you while at St.
Helena, concerning the work for our cities. I wanted to tell
you that I shall take hold of this work with all my heart.

I have felt greatly concerned about this for several
months, and now I feel that I must take hold of this work

llLetter, A. G, Daniells to H. W. Cottrell, March 15, 1910.

12interview with Arthur L. White, grandson of Ellen G. White;

secretary, Ellen G, White Publications, Washington, D. C., October,
1964.
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personally. Whatever money and laborers may be required in
these places I will do my best to secure. And I am willing

to spend months in personal efforts with the workers, if
necessary.

The General Conference president moved promptly to turn his pledge
into action. He began to enlarge his plans for personal participation in
the promotion of city evangelism, including a conference with evangelis-
tic workers in Boston, Portland, ﬁaine, and Philadelphia, as well as New
York City. But these plans had scarcely been laid when he received word
from St. Helena that they still fell far short of what was needed--a more
personal involvement and commitment. He later referred to the experience

in an address to Australian Adventist ministers:

Mrs. White sent messages to me regarding the work in the
cities in the Eastern States. I seemed unable to understand
them fully. Consequently I did not do all that these messages
indicated should be done. Finally I received a message which
said, "When the president of the General Conference is converted,
he will know what to do with the messages God has sent to him."

I did not then have as much light on the matter of conversion as
I now have. I thought I had been converted fifty years before,
and so I had; but I have since learned that we need to be recon-

verted now and then. . . . That message, telling me that I
needed to be converted, cut me severely at the time, but I did
not reject it. I began to pray for the conversion I needed to

give me the understanding I seemed to lack. !4
Correspondence of the time clearly indicates Mrs. White's convic-
tion that whag was required for success was the personal leadership of
Daniells and his General Conference associates in city evangelism, and
that if they were not able to grasp the situation properly, the time had
come for others to carry the responsibilities of denominational leader-

ship. Yet, she urged Daniells' personal involvement as a means not only

L3jetter, A. G. Daniells to Ellen G. White, May 26, 1910.

14Australasian Union Conference Record, August 13, 1928, p. 1.
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to Adventist evangelistic success but also to his own spiritual renewal

for continuance in leadership.15

The General Conference president was informed through a mutual

friend of Mrs. White's conviction that

If Elder Daniells and some of his associates who are
bearing large responsibilities, could personally enter the
cities, and act as leaders in a mighty effort to get well under
way the very work that God has been calling upon His people to
do, [there] would come a discovery of ways and means. That
which is not plain at present, would be revealed as the actual

work progressed under activei personal leadership of Elder
Daniells and his associates.

In anticipation of the long-planned meeting with evangelistic
workers in New York, Daniells took the whole matter to the General Con-
ference Committee. Impressed with the urgency of the situation, the
group took a far-reaching action committing the General Conference to
unreserved evangelistic effort, "in view of the earnest message given
by the Spirit of prophecy . . . that special efforts should now be made
to warn the masses in the cities."17

At his request, thé president was relieved of a long-standing
itinerary of camp meetings during the summer of 1910 and plans for an
October trip to Australia, in order to give the time and attention to
the city work which the messages from the Spirit of prophecy indicate

should be done.

Ellen G. White had urged that a group of men be chosen to unite

15Letter, Arthur L. White to Howarxrd B. Weeks, October 29, 1965.

| 16cited by C. C. Crisler in a document addressed to A, G. Daniells
by W. C. White, "An Outline of an Interview with Mrs. E. G. White on the
Work in the Cities,”" June 19, 1910.

17General Conference Committee minutes, July 1, 1910.
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with the General Conference president to set in operation a concerted
work for the cities.'® This Daniells proceeded to do. The action of the
General Conference Committee records that a special committee on city
work was appbinted including A. G. Daniells as chairman, W. C. White,

G. A. Irwin, S. N. Haskell, W, B. White, G. B. Starr, 0. 0. Bernstein,

R. D. Quinn, C. F. McVath, H. B. Saxby, W. W. Prescott, B. G. Wilkinson,
W. A. Henning, A. T. Robinson, O. A. Olsen, L. H. Christian, David Paul-
sen, J. S. Washburn.

This group was divided for regional responsibility with W. B,

White as chairman of the eastern group; O. A. Olsen, chairman of the
central group; W. C. Whitey chairman of the western group; and C. F.
McVath as chairman of the southern group.

It was also voted that all union and local conferences be requested
to give special attention to the cities in harmony with the Ellen G. White
counsels, and that the conferences of the West which had more members and
more workers be requested to share their means and their laborers with
the weaker conferences in the East, in which most of the large cities were
located.

Finally the conference appealed to the constituency at large:

In order to do our utmost to quickly give our message to

the inhabitants in these cities we appeal to our people living
in them to take an active part in all kinds of missionary work

such as the circulation of our literature, Bible work, and
house-to~-house visitation.

Along with the communication of this enabling action taken by the

18Letter, Fllen G. White to A. G. Daniells and W. W. Prescott,
B~58, June 15, 1910.

19COpy of General Conference Committee action, July 1, 1910, sent
by A. G. Daniells to W, C. White.
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General Conference Committee, Daniells sent a letter to W, C. White in
which heArevealed both his determination to go forward in fulfillment of
Mrs. White's counsels and also a trace of perplexity that hé alone seemed
to be singled out to bear the burden of reproach because of the failure
of the church to move forward more rapidly in city evangelism. Daniells

maintained that:

Ever since the last General Conference it has seemed to me
that the counsel concerning the city work was directed to the
General Conference Committee, and not to me in particular or
alone. . . . As Elder Irwin is Vice-President for the North
American Division, it has appeared to me that a special re-
sponsibility rested on him in this respect.

Daniells reminded White that in April, 1910, at the spring meeting of the
General Conference Committee, he had requested church leaders, including
White himself, Irwin, and others to meet together to pray concerning the

work of city evangelism and to devise ways by which it could be carried

forward.21 He declared:

I was greatly disappointed, and expressed my disappoint-
ment, because none of the brethren seemed able to throw any
special light on the question of how to do the large work which
it seems, from the message coming to us, we ought to do. I
had earnestly hoped that Elder Irwin and yourself would be able
to present a comprehensive scheme of some sort that would lead
the Committee to take very definite action on behalf of the
city work, but in this I was greatly disappointed. You will
remember that while we journeyed to the Pacific Coast together,
and studied the matter over with others in California, no omne
seemed able to suggest more than we were already doing. Fi-
nally yvou and I agreed that on my return to the East I would

201 etter, A. G. Daniells to W. C. White, July 4, 1910.

21At this council, in fact, White and Daniells had discussed the
possibility of a General Conference Department of Evangelism to promote
public work in the large cities. (Letter, W. C. White to A. G. Daniells,
June 20, 1910.) This is one of the earliest references to the type of

organization later seen in the Seventh-day Adventist Ministerial Asso-
ciation.
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take up the work personally, and do all in my power to carry
it forward. This I shall do. But why does not this whole
question belong to the Vice-President of the North American
Division the same as it does to me? And why are not he and
the other members of the General Conference Committee located

in the United States responsible with me for responding to
these messages?22

Daniells pointed up the large expenses involved in evangelism in
a city like New York, and reminded W. C. White and other church leaders in
the West of their responsibility with him in advancing the work:
Now, Brother White, I must look to you and your associates
on the Pacific Coast for help in regard to this city work. I
do not believe the responsibility rests all on one or two mem-
bers of the Committee, nor do I believe that it is within the

power . of one or two members to do what is called for in the
messages that are coming to us. 23

At the same time Daniells vigorously assumed his personal responsi-
bility, taking direct leadership of evangelism in the cities. On July 7,
1910, Daniells convened in New York City a meeting of the newly created
seventeen-man committee on city work. He was under no illusion concerning
the difficulty of an all-out attack.on the large cities-: En route to the
New York meeting he had undertaken a personal survey of current evangelis-
tic work and was disappointed to see how limited it was. He expressed
gratitude for what was being accomplished, but declared, '"O, what a task
we have on our hands!"z4 At the same time he declared his fundamental
optimism. "I am becoming deeply interested in this evangelical work,'" he

exclaimed., "It is the most important phase of the work we are carrying

forward at the present time.”25

221 etter, A. G. Daniells to W. C. White, July 4, 1910, p. 3.

231bid., pp. 6, 7.

241 etter, A. G. Daniells to W. C. White, July 13, 1910.

25letter, A. G. Daniells to W. C. White, July 29, 1910.



Ellen G. White was delighted with Daniells' personal entry into

the evangelistic arena.
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‘She was also appreciative of his realistic ap-

praisal of the circumstances facing the church in its effort to move ahead:

1 am very glad to hear that you have been led to understand
for yourself the condition of the unworked cities. I am

intensely in earnest, and O, I beg of you to encourage our peo~-
ple to redeem the time.26

Daniells resolutely cancelled his other itineraries, appointmen

ts,

and plans through July, 1911--a full year~-in order to devote himself com~-

pletely to city evangelism. He said to W. C. White:

I think T may say to you that I have set my hand as firmly
and determinedly to this city evangelistic work as I have ever
taken hold of anything in my life. I have become very greatly
interested in it. It appeals to every fiber of my body.

With the help of others, I ought to be able to set on foot

a movement that will mean a great deal for the hastening of
this work. 27/

Reassurance To a President

—

Yet Daniells continued to be troubled by the disturbing messages

he had received from Ellen G. White in the spring of 1910, messages which

seemed to suggest that the time might have come when he should lay aside

entirely the leadership of the General Conference. By August, with the

foundation of a new city evangelistic program laid, he felt a compelling

need to clear up this question.

In a letter written outside the office and typed confidentially
him by Mrs. Daniells, he asked W. C. White to obtain a clarification.

reminded White of his earlier statement that Daniells would do well to

26Letter, Ellen G. White to A. G. Daniells, 84, 1910, p. 1,
July 26, 1910.

for

He

27Letter, A. G. Daniells to W. C. White, August 17, 1910, pp. 1, 4.



58

lay on other men for a time, at least, some of the burdens of his work,
giving himself largely to "proclaiming of the truth in the large cities.”
This seemed at first, Daniells said, a mild, kind way of letting him know
that the time had come quietly to resign. Seeking counsel from other
General Conference leaders, however, he had concluded that all Ellen G.
White had in mind was that he relinquish some of his routine responsibili-
ties in favor of public evangelism. This he had done. W. T. Knox, the
treasurer, had taken over his financial and general administrative respon-
sibilities, and E., R. Palmer of the publishing department had agreed to
take over most of his correspondence; Daniells now urged W. C. White to
counsel with his mother and let him know if he was doing the right thing:

Now, Brother White, I am doing the very best 1 know how to
follow the instruction in the Testimonies and to be true to this
cause. That is all I can say. Whatever comes I want to take a
Christian course and make no trouble nor commotion of any kind.?%8

Six days later a reply came directly from Ellen G. White herself

that completely dispelled the clouds of despair:

I have received your letter regarding the council held in
New York, and the efforts that are being made in behalf of the
multitude in the large cities. . . . The position you have
taken is in the order of the Lord, and now I would encourage
you with the words, Go forward as you have begun, using your
position of influence as President of the General Conference
for the advancement of the work we are called upon to do.

I can now take hold with you in full confidence for the doing

of the work that rests upon us. The Lord in His mercy will

pardon the past. He will be your helper, . . . and we will

draw with you and give you all the help we can to use in your

position of influence as president of the conference, and to

work wisely in the education of others to labor in the cities.
Redeem the lost time of the past nine years by going ahead

now with the work in our cities, and the Lord will bless and
sustain you.

281 etter, A. G. Daniells to W. C. White, August 5, 1910.

291ctter, Ellen G. White to A. G. Daniells, D-68, 1910, August 11,
1910.
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Amid its complex organization and its heavy commitment to insti-

tutions, the Adventist church had once again been confirmed as an evan-

gelical movement with public evangelism re~established as its prime

functipn—-aEremarkable reversal in the history of a highly institutional-

ized denomination.

Yt

At the General Conference Session of 1913, delegates heard the

reading of an address from Mrs. White in which she expressed her great

satisfaction in the new direction of the church and the transformation

in the lives of the leaders:

It has brought great rejoicing to my heart to see the mar-
velous transformations that have been wrought in the lives of
some who thus chose to advance by faith in the way of the Lord.

. When they heeded the instruction that was sent, and sought
the Loxrd, God brought them into the full light, and enabled them
to render acceptable service and to bring about spiritual refor-
mations. He will never forsake or leave in uncertainty
those who follow His leadings with full purpose of heart. 39

30General Conference Bulletin, May 19, l9i§, PP-. 33,_34.



CHAPTER V
NEEDED: A COMPETENT, CO-ORDINATED MINISTRY

A stirring recommitment of the Seventh-day Adventist denomination
to public evangelism in the cities was one thing. A successful program
to implement that commitment was another. And although the tempo of Ad-
ventist evangelism quickened in 1910 with the personal entry of A. G.
Daniells into the field, great success was not yet to be realized. The
real breakthrough which opened the modern era of Adventist city evange-
lism was still six years in the future.

Among the problems facing the denomination as it scught to mount a
ma jor evangelistic drive in the cities were a lack of qualified evange-
listic speakers, a lack of unity’in both the message and the method of
evangelism, and, of course, the traditional Adventist dislike of the

large cities.

Courage To Congquer the Cities

This historically rural people must have regarded the injunction
to enter and do their most important work in the cities in about the same
way Jonah of old must have regarded his assignment to Nineveh. Few men
had substantial experience in city work. Moreover, there was no real
desire to come into contact with city life, much less to become a part
of it. The task was seen more in terms of duty than of delight. R. D.
Quinn, president of the Greater New York Conference, for example, likened
the modern cities to Jericho and the Seventh-day Adventists to the chil-

dren of Israel:



61

It was the cities that were great and walled up to heaven,
and the giants living in them, that staggered Israel's faith
at Kadesh-Barnea, and indirectly delayed their entry into the
promised land for nearly forty years. . . . It is not diffi-
cult for us to understand these things; for, spiritually, we
occupy a similar position.

Quinn reminded Adventist laymen, however, that they were face to
face with these strongholds, these "modern Jerichos,'" and that the only
way to the promised land led directly through them. '"The cities must be
warned before the end shall come,”" he emphasized.

David Paulson in the Chicago area painted for Adventist members
a dramatic picture of the wickedness of the cities. Chicago's seven
thousand saloons if placed side by side, he pointed out, '"would make a
solid wall of sin nearly sixty miles in length.'" He spoke of the white
slave traffic, and '""the nickel theaters, which are accustoming the eyes
of tens of thousands of young people, and even mere children, to scenes
of sin and iniquity.' Paulson spoke of Christ who wept over Jerusalem,
then entered the city, preached the gospel, and lay down His life in the
process. 'So to-day it is not enough for us to weep over our large cit-
ies; some must enter them, and again heal the sick, preach the gospel,
and perhaps lay down their lives."

Paulson expressed the feeling of most Adventists as they pondered
their urban mission:

As we look at these large cities, walled up to heaven

with sin and sinful practices, we can understand a little
better the feeling of the ten spies when they said, '"We be
not able to go up against the people; for they be stronger

than we.'" '"We are in our own sight as‘'grasshoppers, and
so we were in their sight." ‘

lReview and Herald, May 19, 1910, p. 4.

2Review and Herald, July 7, 1910, p. 4.
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Greatly needed, he suggested, were dedicated young men and women
who could "resist the commercial allurements'" and ""witness effectively

for the gospel."

Among the influences that helped Adventists to overcome their re-
sistance to city work was the enthusiasm of their world president,
Daniells himself. Having at last been fired anew with a spirit of
evangelistic adventure, he endeavored to convey that spirit to ministers
and laymen throughout the field. He declared:

In turning my attention again to evangelistic lines of en-
deavor 1 am something like the old soldiers who hear the bugle
call. It thrills my heart, quickens my activities, and gives
me delight. . . . I wish that I could fire the heart of every
minister in this denomination with the feeling that I have re-
garding the importance and the great value of evangelistic
work.

To his old friend, W. C. White, he said, "You will see that I am
taking hold of this line of work to win."%

Responding to the challenge, inspired by the example of their
world leader, local conference presidents throughout North America ap-

pealed to him for help in developing city work in their fields. Daniells

reported:

From all parts of the country I am getting requests from the
Conference Presidents to help them start this special work in
their leading states. The President of the Minnesota Conference
appeals to me to help him get a good strong evangelist for Min-
neapolis. Missouri wants one for St. Louis. They must have one
for Chicago. East Michigan wants help for Detroit. Western
Pennsylvania urges that we shall help them start the work in

Pittsburgh. . . . Western New York presses for an evangelist for
Buffalo.

3Letter, A. G. Daniells to W. C. White, September 26, 1910.

4Letter, A. G. Daniells to W. C. White, September 27, 1910.

51bid.
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The General Conference leader and his adminiétrative colleagues
in the field did their best in dispersing the meager evangelistic talent
available to work in places where the needs were considered greatest and
the opportunities most ripe.

In New York, O. O. Bernstein and others moved ahead with an eight-
‘tent campaign, after the manner of Chapman's '"simultaneous evangelism'
which had come to such prominence a few years previously. The New York
mee tings produced well over one hundred new members, a ten per cent in-
érease in the total membership of the Adventist church in New York City
at that time. The evangelists were encouraged.

Bernstein completed his own summer's campaign with thirty conver-
sions. His large tent was located in oné of Manhattan's better residen-
tial districts, at St. Nichgplas Avenue and 180th Street, among a cluster
of new apartment buildings. A Dbaptism, in the Hudson River, included
recent immigrants from France, Sweden, England, and Germany who were lo-
cated in this area. At the close of the summer tent effort, Bernstein
moved into a 400-seat hall at 600 West 18lst Street, in order to main~
tain the interest of those who had attended the tent meetings but had
not yet accepted the Adventist message. In addition to musical features
of a high quality, employing some professional musicians, Bernstein also
included in his meetings health talks and a céoking school conducted by
Drs. D. H. and Lauretta Kress.

Also at work in New York City was J. K. Humphrey, speaking par-
ticularly to the Negro people. More than fifty persons were baptized in
Humphrey's services, conducted in a tent "pitched in the heart of a fine

district," according to Daniells. Archer V. Cotton conducted evangelis-
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tic services in Brooklyn with fifteen or twenty baptisms.

In Indianapolis, Morris Lukens secured an attractive campground
in the heart of the city and also several new tents, at a cost of $l?000.
There he developed the largest audiences ever attracted.by Adventists in
that city. A. G. Daniells himself went to assist Lukens.

In Chicago, Charles T. Everson reported that in response to the
call to city evangelism, David Paulson had been authorized by the North-
ern Illinois Conference to establish a medical missionary home as a base
for evangelistic operations in the cify.

S. N. Haskell reported advances in California city work, San
Francisco in particular, where evangelists had rented attractive vacant
storerooms and supplemented their meetings with a great deal of house-
to-house effort. Also in California, E. L. Cardey was beginning his
evangelistic work with a series of tent meetings.in Orange and an attend-
ance of two hundred to three hundred persons each evening. Having es-
tablished in that city a church of forty-two persons, Cardey moved in
the fall to Santa Ana. There, leading a company of workers, he attracted
audiences of as many as four hundred persons every night of the week.

Other tent meetings were under way in California in two sections
of Los Angeles; also in San Diego, in San Bernardino, and elsewhere.
According to E. E. Andross, special efforts had been put forth to make
the tents attractive and to secure the best locations, and in general to
reach for greater success than had ever been realized before. The results
included audiences, "composed of a superior class of hearers,'" with a

total of 110 baptisms during the summer.6

6The foregoing references to evangelistic campaigns from Review
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Surveying the results of this first summer of concerted public

evangelism under the leadership of the General Conference, A. G. Daniells

was optimistic. "I believe we are getting hold of the secret of suc-
cess," he said. "I am sure the Lord is adding His blessing to the ef-
"7

forts we are making.

Training and Unification of Adventist Ministers

Despite the encouraging results of the summer, it was apparent to
Daniells and other denominational leaders that there were not enough men
among the Adventist ministry qualified to command significant audiences
in many of the large cities. The ministry as a whole was "utterly unpre-
pared" for the task, Daniells later recalled.8

Moreover, the Seventh-day Adventist church, as a highly organized
denomination, faéed certain risks in placing large numbers of evangelis-
tic spokesmen before the public. Disunity and confusion concerning the
constituents of the Adventist message and the tone of its presentation

could easily result without adequate training and mutual understanding

among the evangelist speakers.

Official decisions made. Consequently, at the annual fall meet-

ing of the General Conference Executive Committee in 1910, discussion of

city evangelism centered on the need for more satisfactory training of

and Herald, August 12, 25; September 15, 29; October 13, November 10,
1910; and letters, A. G. Daniells to W. C. White, August 12, October 7,
1910.

7Letter, A. G. Daniells to W. C. White, September 23, 1910.

8Review and Herald, January 8, 1919, p. 34.
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evangelists. Among sixteen recommendations adopted by the committee re-
lating to city evangelism, ten dealt with the need of more adequate per-
sonnel. These included a recommendation that conferences in which large
cities were located establish small training centers where workers of
various kinds could stay for a time to receive "an all-round training in
city work." It was also recommended that evangelistic efforts in the
largest cities "be so conducted as to accomplish as much as possible in
the training of the younger conference laborers and laymen.'" It was fur-
ther recommended that students in Seventh-~day Adventist schools, when
they seemed mature and promising, be encouraged during vacations and
after graduation, to connect with the city training schools.9

A special course was inaugurated by the denomination's Foreign
Mission Seminary in Washington, D. C. 1Its purpose was the training of
"mature young people who can spend but a short time in school." The
training course, eighteen weeké in length, included studies in history
and prophecy, Bible doctrines, pastoral training, Bible work, Reforma-
tion history, general history, English, journalism, Greek, hygiene and
sanitation, botany, bookkeeping, and denominational history.lo

The most important action of the 1910 council, however, was the
authorization of a series of ministerial institutes for all pastoral
and evangelistic workers,

in view of the very urgent calls which are coming to

us . . . to enter the large cities without delay . . . and
knowing well that our ministry . . . feels altogether unequal

%Review and Herald, December 15, 1910, pp. 16, 17.

10Review and Herald, December 29, 1910, pp. 15, 16.
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to the task without special preparation.11
Daniells assured the Whites that he would not revert in these in-
stitutes to the old doctrinal discussions through which the evangelical
thrust of the denomination had been blunted in times past. He wrote:
We are not planning to spend long weeks in systematic study
of theology, but we do aim to give ourselves whole-heartedly

to the study of the most vital, fundamental questions which
have a bearing upon an efficient, able, successful ministry.

12

These institutes were the beginning of Daniells' close personal involve-
ment in the educational preparation of the ministry, and were to lead
eventually to the creation of an Adventist ministerial association and

the present-day comprehensive program of academic preparation for

Seventh-day Adventist ministers.

Institutes for ministerial instruction. The ministerial insti-

tutes begun in 1911 were of utmost importance in the minds of Daniells
and his fellow denominational leaders. Daniells emphasized that twenty
years had passed since the last such institutes were held, eﬁcept for
brief ministerial meetings at General Conference Sessions, and the turn-

over in ministerial personnel had been great.13

Comparatively few min-
isters who had come onto the scene during the preceding two decades had
received extended official instruction concerning their duties as minis-
ters. Moreover, the comparatively meager educational attainments of the

ministry of that day and a deficiency in unity of purpose and attitude

were seen by Daniells as major obstacles to successful work in city

11R‘eview and Herald, December 22, 1910, p. 13.

12Letter, A. G. Daniells to W. C. White, August 3, 1911.

13Review and Herald, April 6, 1911, p. 15.
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evangelism.

The first ministerial institute of 1911 was held in March, in
Knoxville, Tennessee. Virtually all of the ministers, the conference
presidents, and Bible workers in the southern states gathered at the
Knowville Presbyterian Church, rented for the occasion. W. W. Prescott
spoke on various doctrinal themes important to Seventh-day Adventists.
G. B. Thompson conducted a series of studies on the ministry of thé Holy
Spirit. A. G. Daniells took for himself the topic of ministerial duties
and methods of work. The group also held prayer meetings and certain
""social meetings.'" 1In addition, meetings for the public were held every
evening. These were well attended and reported in the local newspapers.
According to Daniells, this important institute enabled the ministers to
"go back to their fields with new courage and power.'" He declared that
it would '"mark a new era in the history of the work in the South." 14

With the Knoxville institute as a kind of training session,
Daniells and his fellow leaders moved on to a 1a;ger institute in Phila-
delphia. Conducted for eighteen days from April 12 to 26, 1911, this
institute was convened in the West Philadelphia Seventh-day Adventist
cihurch. Approximately 175 ministers, presidents, and Bible workers from
three union conferences--Atlantic, Columbia, and Canadian--attended.
Daniells, as in Knoxville, discussed ministerial responsibilities and
methods. W. A. Spicer'portrayed the history of the church with empha-
sis upon propﬁetic guidance in the Adventist movement. 'G. B. Thompson

continued his studies on the ministry of the Holy Spirit, emphasizing

14Review and Herald, March 16, 1911, p. 15,
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the ministers' need of complete personal conversion before they could
be empowered to evangelize the cities. According to Daniells, it was
necessary that the ministers '"have greater power . . . to impress the
hearts of those to whom we preach, that our message is from God. We must

see greater results from the expenditure of time.and means than is being

made."15

One of the most notable developments at the Philadelphia institute
was a great wave of religious feeling and emotion that came over the min-
isters and others in attendance. 1In the words of Daniells:

Deep conviction of sin began to lay hold of hearts. From
the meeting where the Spirit's presence was so deeply felt
many went to their rooms to plead earnestly with the Lord to
forgive their sins and cleanse them from all unrighteousness.
Severe battles were fought and glorious victories were won by
many on their knees. . . . Many remained in the church until
midnight, struggling for deliverance, and they received it.

It was not what are considered great, serious sins that
brought this deep conviction. It was the terrible character
of sin, and its hold upon our hearts, that laid us in the
dust. . . .

The testimony of all was that they never faced the future
with such courage. .

It will surely mark the turning point in the lives and
the work of many who were present; and it must mark the be-
ginning of a new era in our cause.
This remarkable experience among the ministers of the eastern part
of the United States was related directly to their intention to evange-
lize the cities. A committee had been at work formulating resolutions

pertaining to evangelism. The report of this committee to the institute

was itself the occasion for the emotional manifestation of ministerial

15peview and Herald, April 6, 1911, p. 15.

l6Review and Herald, May 4, 1911, p. 1l4.




70

commitment. According to Daniells:
The day when the committee brought in its report on city
work will never be forgotten by some. The first recommenda-
tion was a call to all our gospel workers and a solemn pledge
on the part of those present, to a new and full consecration
of spirit, soul, and body to this work of God. After a few
had spoken of the absolute necessity of such consecration, we
all bowed down on our knees before God, to make it with all
the heart. As we did this, the presence of the Lord in melt-
ing, overwhelming power filled the house where we were kneel-
ing, and gave us assurance that the Lord accepted us and the
consecration we were making.17
In addition to the call for consecration that inspired this re-
sponse, the committee's report "in view of the importance of evangelis-
tic work in the cities of the nations," recommended several measures to
the church at large. The first, and most general, was that each local
conference committee make the need of the cities in their respective
fields a matter of first importance; and, '"that broad plans be laid for
the accomplishment of a speedy and thorough work."
Suggestions concerning advertising emphasized primarily the im-
portance of quality "™in keeping with the character of the efforts."
The group moved to discourage "all advertising methods which are undig-
nified, and which detract from the exalted character of our message,'
encouraging workers to "study modesty and good taste, and avoid sensa-
tionalism, taking care to prepare carefully worded advertisements that
will create a good impression of our work."
The committee on city work which made these suggestions was com-
prised, among others, of Carlyle B. Haynes, O. O. Bernstein, Archer V.

Cotton, and A. E. Sanderson.18

1711414,

18Review and Herald, May 11, 1911, pp. 11, 12.
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So significant was the spiritual effect of the Philadelphia in-
stitute upon the ministry of the eastern seaboard that Daniells called
for a repetition of such a program and such an experience throughout the
field. "I feel a profound conviction,'" he declared, '"that the same work,
only in deeper and fuller measure, should be begun in every union and
local coﬁference."19

Thus, several additional institutes were held for periods of two
weeks or longer: in Walla Walla, Washington, September 25 to October 8, -
1911; Battle Creek, Michigan, November 7 to 19; and Los Angeles, Cali-
fornia, during the month of March, 1912. A similar institute was con-
ducted for the British Union Conference at Stanborough Park, near London,
December 11 to 20, 1911, in which Daniells himself participated. 1In each
case there was a repetition of the conversion experience among ministers
present.

It should be emphasized, however, that while a reconsecration of
the ministry in its new-found evangelical unity was the most remarkable
result of the meetings, the predominant material covered in the insti-
tutes pertained to specific dutieé and methods of work. A list of topics
presented personally by Daniells in Los Angeles, for example, included:

1. What Constitutes the Christian Ministry?

2. The Place of the Ministry in the Gospel Plan

3. The Call to the Ministry

4. The Holy Spirit's Place in the Gospel Ministry

5. The Minister's Public Effort; that is, the Minister with the
Congregation

191pid., p. 4.
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6. The Minister's Personal Effort, or His Work with the
Individual

7. Evangelistic Work of the Minister in New Fields

8. Pastoral Work, or the Minister with the Church

9. Preparation for Efficient Service
10. The Minister in His Study >
11. Preparation of the Sermon

12. The Delivery of the Sermon
13. The Value of Time
14. The Improvement of the Vocabulary
. ... 20
15. TImproving Opportunities
Emphasis was given to the necessity of constant training and
practice that the minister might be a forceful and effective speaker.
Alluding to a common Adventist practice of rather sober lecturing on
standard doctrinal topics, Daniells declared:
A preacher should exert himself all through his minis-
try to rise above a tame, prosy manner. He should speak
to the people so earnestly and forcibly that he will make
them feel that he surely has a message from God. He must
summon all his energies and throw them into his effort.
Daniells insisted that the minister should discipline himself for
constant improvement in his speaking ability:
The minister should ever strive to improve. A man who
can learn to read and speak at all can learn to read and
speak well. There is no limit to the improvement he can

make. He ought to do better work every year but the fact
is many fail to keep on improving. They are very anxious

20A. G. Daniells, The Church and the Ministry: Addresses before

the Los Angeles, California, Ministerial Institute (Riversdale, Jamaica:
The Watchman Press, 1912), pp. 1, 2.

2lReview and Herald, August 24, 1911, p; 12.
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about making a good start. They want their first sermons
to be good, and so they make great preparation during the
first year or two of their ministry, but when they find
that they are able to present the truth fairly well, they
cease to put forth their most earnest efforts, and after

a few years it is plain to all that they are no stronger
nor more efficient in their ministry than they were at the
end of the first year or two . 22

Daniells urged the ministers to '"be brief.'" He suggested that
the minister should be able "to crowd into a forty-five minute sermon all
that an ordinary audience can appropriate." Daniells also insisted on
vigor and persuasiveness in bringing people into actual conversion to the
Adventist faith. Simple teaching was not enough, he believed:
It makes no difference whether we have five or five
hundred, we want to lead as many of them as possible to
decide for the truth. . . . The first item, and one of the
chief elements in this, is the earnestness of the preacher
and the workers. Of course, we know it is the Spirit that
leads them to obey; but we ourselves must be tremendously

in earnest about this work, and preach God's truth as
though we believed it with all our hearts. 23

Plans for continuing instruction. In order to sustain the insti-

tute-inspired interest of ministers in self-improvement, Daniells in-
augurated a new column in the official church paper which he entitled,
"Gospel Workers' Department~-Their Divine Calling, Qualifications, and
Preparation. Methods of Labor, Plans, etc.,'" with his own name as a by-
line.

Another important step in the continuing education of ministers
was taken at the fall meeting of the General Conference Committee in

1912, where Daniells urged the adoption of a ministerial reading course.

221444,

23Ibid.
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This course, administered by the General Conference Department of Educa-
tion, was to be required of all ministerial licentiates, with an examina-
tion on its content before ordination. The proposal was referred to the
1913 General Conference Session and then adopted by the church at large.24

The course was formally inaugurated in 1914 with seven hundred

ministers initially enrolled. Each enrollee was to file a written state-
ment with the Department of Education, testifying to his faithfulness in

25 The first book included in the new reading

reading the required books.
course was Preparing to Preach, by Dr. David R. Breed. A reading sched-

ule was published each month in the Review and Herald as a guide to

readers in pacing their progress throughout the year. One reason why
Breed's text was chosen was that it not only presented helpful material
to the minister on the art of preaching, but also had very extensive

references to collateral sources including Behrend's Philosophy of

Preaching, Shedd's Homiletic and Pastoral Theology, Horton's Verbum Dei,

26
and Jefferson's The Minister as Prophet.
Formal education intensified. Institutional efforts to advance

Adventist ministerial education were continued and strengthened by the
Foreign Mission Seminary. According to M. E. Kern, its president:

The cities of the world are still unwarned on the near
coming of Christ. Spirit-filled ministers, consecrated
Bible workers, and medical missionary evangelists are
needed at once. The pastoral training-class, with its
thorough instruction and practical work, the Bible workers'

24Review and Herald, October 17, 1912, p. 9.

25Review and Herald, January 1, 1914, p. 19.

26Letter, A. G. Daniells to George Butler, November 11, 1926,
from the files of C. Burton Clark, Cattaraugus, New York.
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training class . . . and the medical missionary training-
courses, are designed to take persons of maturity and
education, and quickly prepare them for efficient service
in gospel work in the world wide field and in the great
cities of our own land.

By 1913 the Seminary's pastoral training class had been enlarged
to a full vear of studies including ''the principles of sermon building,
and the preparation and delive?y of sermons," and Seminary leaders were
looking to the inauguration in 1914 of a second year of pastoral train-
ing, "which will include a study on exposition, the history of preaching,
and further work in instructive homiletics."

Of course, the Seminary ministerial training program was a spe-
cialized one and not the only training available to Adventist ministers.
Denominétional educational institutions were equipped and qualified to
carry students through the college level, although a special denomina-
tional commission in 1913 found ''a surprisingly small number of students"
working above the high school level.28 Keenly aware of this deficiency,
Adventist leaders urged higher educational attainments not only for the
ministry but also for Adventist young people going into other lines of
work. J. L. Shaw, secretary of the General Conference Department of
Education, deciared, "There is a growing conviction among our leading
men that a much larger number of our young people should remain longer
in school and take college courses.'" He cited the voluminous counsel of

Ellen G. White concerning the importance of education:

A life devoted to God should not be a life of ignorance.
Religion . . . will not lead to a cheapening of the

27Review and Herald, May 25, 1911, p. 18. -

28Review and Herald, August 7, 1913, p. 17.
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literary attainments. It will make all true Christians feel
their need of thorough knowledge, that they may make the
best use of the faculties bestowed upon them. While growing
in grace and in a knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ, they
will seek constantly to put to the stretch their power of
mind, that they may become intelligent Christians.

A course in public speaking. A remarkable effort was made, be-

ginning in 1913, to improve the public speaking of Adventist ministers
and other workers through a course in public speaking taught by corre-
spondence! This course was offered by C. C. Lewis of the Fireside Cor-
respondence School, an institution operated in Washington, D. C., under
thé—;ﬁspices of the General Conference. Lewis was then teaching a course
in public speaking at the Foreign Mission Seminary; and during the two
preceding years, 1911 and 1912, had taught classes in public speaking at
Pacific Union College in Angwin, Californié. He claimed some qualifica-
tion for conducting public speaking courses, but also issued a disclaim-
er. "I am not wholly without preparation for this work,'" he suggested,
""although not much of a public speaker myself."30 Some twenty years
earlier, about 1893, Lewis had been an English teacher at Union College
in Lincoln, Nebraska. In connection with his teaching of English he had
conducted special classes in public gpeaking, "because 1 saw the great
need in this direction and no one else seemed to have a burden to supply

it." In the 1890's, Lewis himself had taken regular work in '"the public

speaking class'" of the University of Nebraska.
KJ

29J. L. Shaw, "Talks on Education,'" Review and Herald, August 21,
1913, p. 19, citing Ellen G. White, Counsels to Teachers, pp. 504, 511.

30Review and Herald, August 14, 1913, pp. 16, 17.
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Lewis' correspondence course iﬁ public sPeakihg was adapted from
the work of Grenville Kleiser and consisted of forty lessons, complete
with exercises and opportunity for the student to correspond directly
with the teacher, to ask quéstions, and to secure clarification of any
obscure points. Included in a $15 charge for the course were several

important texts: A. E. Phillips' Effective Speaking, and Natural Drills

and Expression; Straw's Lessons in Expression; and Gregg's Parliamentary

Law.

All of these evidences of a new educational emphasis make it
clear that, with the deployment of scores of evangelists to spread the
Adventist gospel in the cities, Adventist leaders deemed it imperative
that there be as much unity of concept and expression as possible so
that the church's message would remain recognizable, although declared
by many voices. This emphasis on national co-ordination and unity in
the interest of one church distinguishes Seventh-day Adventist public
evangelism from what is frequently referred to as ''modern revivalism,"
featuring many differing itinerant non-denominational evangelists. A
spirit of unity, a "focusing'" of evangelistic emphasis, probably ac-
counts in part for the tangible results of Adventist evangelistic labors,
in terms of accessions to the church, whereas much criticism of the
prominént revivalists centers in their seeming failure materially to

enlarge the churches and to advance organizational interests.

An Important Evangelistic Council

The ministerial institutes of 1911 and 1912 were one means of

fostering unity of commitment and methodology among Adventist ministers.
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New programs in continuing ministerial education were another means to
this end. Still another was an important council on city evangelistic
work held in Takoma Pafk, Maryland, May 13 to 16, 1912. Here, approxi-
mately fifty city evangelists gathered to discuss objectives and methods.
According to A. G. Daniells, the purpose of the council was not
the reading of papers. This had been done at the ministerial institutes.
"What we need to do," he said, "is to get down to a very earnest, syste-
matic study of these questions, and to reach an agreement regarding a
general course of procedure to be followed in our city work."31
On Daniells' agenda for discussion by men active in city evange-

lism were the following topics:

1. Advertising: What is proper, consistent advertising for
securing an audience?

2. The Scriptures: Their value and their purpose in preaching
our gospel message. '

3. Visiting: Its great importance and efficacy in connection
with public meetings.

4. Bible Workers: How can they labor to the best advantage
in connection with the public meetings?

5. Magazine Sellers: How can they be associated with, and
used in, the city effort?

6. Medical Missionary Work: How can it be combined most
effectively with the evangelical work?

7. The Press: How can its columns be secured for reporting
lectures and sermons?

8. Preaching: How can it be made most powerful and effectual
in winning souls to Christ?

9. The Workers: What should be their personal association and
relationship in their united efforts?

31A. G. Daniells, general letter, May 6, 1912.
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The purpose of this agenda was to provide ''questions concerning

which a good understanding could be reached by all our workers, so that
all may be as well prepared as possible to work in harmony with the most

"32 1t was Daniells’ hope that the council

33

approved and effectual plans.
would "set on foot a new program in our evangelical work." One main
topic of discussion at the council was advertising, a matter of great
concern to Daniells. "'In many instances our public announcements are
the first information people receive of us,'" Daniells said. "First im-
pressions as we all know, are lasting, and will have much to do in lead-
ing to a decision to attend our meetings or to remain away."34 Some of
the points on which the advertising of Adventist evangelists had been
criticized, Daniells pointed out, were:
First, the extent to which the evangelist advertises him-
self, by the use of his photograph, and the use of statements
regarding himself, --where he is from, his former process, and

the manner in which he will present his subject.

Second, the use of too many and too strong adjectives in
describing his tent, outfit, subjects, music, etc.

Th%gd, the number and the character of the illustrations
used.

Daniells strongly insisted that while evangelists might sincerely
hold different views on some things, they should reach a common ground on

so important a question as making public announcements, especially the

extent to which the evangelist advertised himself as well as his message.

321h1i4.

33Review and Herald, June 6, 1912, p. 15.

3%41b14.

35Ibid.
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Adventists generally were still unfavorably disposed toward the
prospective emé?gence of glamorous platform celebrities who might attract
more attention to themselves than to the church. In this they reflected
the spirit of Moody far more than that of Billy Sunday. Moody had re-
fused to sit for the camera at all; and when unauthorized pictures of him
were offered for sale, he pleaded with his New York audience to refuse to
purchase them. '"Oh! Let me beg of you to do anything you can to keep
down this man-worship,'" he cried.36 This attitude was in contrast to
that of the later revivalists who routinely sold photographs, autobiogra-
phies, and souvenirs.

Adventist evangelists themselves were not entirely united on the
question of personal publicity. At the 1912 evangelistic council,
speaker after speaker, including K. C. Russell, J. L. McElhany, R. E.
Harter, spoke against personal advertising of the evangelist. A. V. Cot-
ton was one evangelist who spoke for a differing point of view:

I believe in plenty of advertising. We must remember

that we are living in a time of popular advertising, and the
people of the world expect it. While we should strive to.
magnify the truth and the subject to be presented, yet we
cannot divorce a man's personality from the advertising mat-
ter. . . . The use of photographs is a form of education.

The people expect to see the photcgraph of the man
connected with the effort.3/

However, men of more conservative view won the day, and in the

council's resolution on advertising and publicity it was recommended:

36Rollin W. Quimby and Robert H. Billigmeier, '"The Varying Role
of Revivalistic Preaching in American Protestant Evangelism," Speech
Monographs, XXVI, August, 1959, p. 220, citing D. L. Moody, Holding the
Fort: Comprising Sermons and Addresses of the Great Revival Meetings
(Philadelphia, 1877), p. 19.

37Review and Herald, June 6, 1912, p. 16.
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That in giving publicity to our evangelistic efforts we
should avoid all that borders on sensationalism, and shun
every expression that savors of self-exaltation, always en-
deavoring to magnify and exalt the message instead of the
man.

That we discourage the general use of our photographs in
advertising our meetings; that we would especially counsel
our young and inexperienced workers in this particular.

That we recommend that only such cartoons or illustra-
tions be used as are of a dignified and modest character
which will teach the truth in a clear and elevating manner,
avoiding all illustrations which caricature and burlesque.
That in advertising we maintain a high and dignified
standard in subject-matter, workmanship, and quality of 38
material, ever seeking to exalt the message we are bearing.
In another meeting of the evangelistic council the subject of per-
sonal visitation by the evangelist was emphasized. Here, as in the dis-
cussion of advertising, there seemed to be an effort to discourage the

would-be evangelistic celebrity. 1In fact one evangelist, W. H. Hickman,

went so far as to downgrade the large city campaign in general:

I believe that this personal work will solve the problem
of city work. I do not believe that we ever can secure the
masses through great preaching. I believe that several
smaller efforts where the preacher can come into close con-
tact with those who come to the meetiggs, would produce much
better results than one large effort.

This view had been expressed publicly only a short time before by
S. N. Haskell, a veteran evangelistic worker. Haskell represented a sub-.
stantial méjority of Adventists in tgking a dim view of the evangelist
who attracted an audience to himself as a great preacher. Referring to

his work in London, some twenty-five years previously and his subsequent

38 1pid.

3%Review and Herald, June 20, 1912, pp. 15, 16.
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experience, Haskell declared:

I have noted that where large companies are brought out
simply by preaching, after a few years many of them are lost
to the church. . . . These people come up largely through
preaching instead of through individual study of the Bible,
and therefore when adversity comes they do not know how to
stand firm on the Bible alone.

Haskell was devoted to the traditional primacy of close personal
work, carefully teaching and indoctrinating prospective converts before
they were brought into the church. His criticism of the dominant plat-
form personality is worth remembering for it has been repeated internally
through the years against Adventist evangelistic ''stars'" as well as men
in other faiths who use preaching as the primary influence in conversion.
Adventist evangelism, as a matter of fact, has alternated more or less
regularly between emphasis on preaching, with the attraction of a power-
ful personality, and emphasis on the simple presentation of the message
with close attention to the indoctrination of individuals. In general,
this history is a noteworthy example of the wvarying tension between per-
sons of an evangelical orientation and those of an organizational orien-
tation; the former tending to emphasize individual conversion and public

expression, and the latter, carefully conditioned conformity to group

standards.

Ambivalence regarding the evangelistic message. In a discussion

of the message of the evangelist, the Adventist evangelistic council of
1912 reached unanimity on the proposition that the real mission of the

Adventist evangelist was to present the teachings of the Bible, avoiding

40peview and Herald, May 2, 1912, p. 5.
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' W. W. Prescott reminded

the then-current "drift away from the Bible.'
the ministers, however, that the Bible as an abstract document was not
quite the same thing as the message or subject of the Bible:

I would raise the question whether we study the Bible, or

whether we study certain subjects upon which we think we must
preach. When we have preached on all the subjects of a cer-
tain list have we presented the subject, the real thing? The
real subject is salvation through Jesus Christ; and when we do
not teach that, no matter what we do teach, I think we get a-
way from the real subject of the Bible.

K. C. Russell also emphasized the importance of ''personal salva-
tion," which he declared should "stand out prominently in our evangelical
work."

It may seem strange that a group of evangelists should make a
point of insisting that the matter of personal salvation should be empha-
sized in evangelical preaching. The fact that such admonition was con-
sidered necessary at this evangelistic council is a further evidence of
the long preoccupation of Seventh-day Adventist tent workers and evan-
gelists with the didactic lecture and doctrinal formulas. The emphasis
of contemporary evangelists of other faiths, of course, was on salva-
tion, the acceptance of Christ, and conversion. Here in the evangelistic
council of the Adventist church in 1912, we hear strong voices raised to

press this central theme of evangelism upon Seventh-day Adventist preach-

ers.

Unanimity on health emphasis. Prominent in the discussions of

1912 was the question of how Seventh-day Adventist health emphasis could

4lReview and Herald, June 13, 1912, p. 18.
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be co-ordinated with the work of gospel evangelism. For forty years
or more, in response to the counsels of Ellen G. White, the Seventh-day
Adventist church had strongly emphasized the importance of healthful
living as a Christian obligation. In this they came to see an effective
appeal to the public. There were many efforts to attract evangelistic
audiences with a primary emphasis on healthful living, and there was
much discussion of ways in which health instruction and the gospel min-
istry could be combined for the greatest public impact.

Prominent among those advocating "health evangelism'" at the 1912
council were J. H. N. Tindall and C. E. Garnsey, who had been working
along these lines in the District of Columbia. - According to Garnsey:

The medical work is an opening wedge, helping us to get into

the homes of the people and to break down prejudice. . . . We.

have labored in places where strong opposition to our evangeli-

cal work was overcome by the medical missionary work.
Tindall recommended the affiliation of a qualified.physician and a nurse
with evangelistic campaigns so that sick persons might be visited and .
that men might be brought to see a certain unity and wholeness in an
evangelistic message that embraced not only salvation of a soul but also
the health of the body.

So important was this matter regarded at the council of 1912 that
a lengthy resolution was adopted urging that "the medical missionary work
in all its phases . . . be made more prominent in our evangelistic work

than it has in the past."43 Ministers were encouraged to engage in per-

sonal study in order to prepare themselves for giving health lectures

42Review and Herald, July 11, 1912, p. 20.
43

Review and Herald, July 18, 1912, p. 20.
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and to secure charts and other equipment for the purpose. At least one
night a week during evangelistic campaigns was recommended for the dis-
cussion of health and temperance questions. Ministers and other workers
in connection with city campaigns were urged to visit the sick and to

help them.

Reflections gi the Contemporary Scene

This strong drive to enlist the denomination's medical work in
direct public evangelism was a measure of the effort under way among Ad-
ventists in 1912 to mobilize all the denomination's resources to meet
the evangelical commitments previously made, and to bring about unity of
purpose and expression in public witness.

While, as has been mentioned, the success of this co-ordinate ef-
fort and its focus on the message and organizational interests of one
denomination are distinguishing marks of Adventist evangelism, the effort
toward evangelistic mobilization itself was in 1912 a partial reflection
of the times.

From 1912 through World War I there was a rather widespread re-
action among laymen of many churches against the social gospel movement.
Billy Sunday, in fact, '"'rose to fame on the crest of this reaction,"

44

according to McLoughlin. Even the Federal Council of Churches, which

had been a power center of the social gospel movement, yielded to this
resurgence of conservatism and in 1913 established a new commission on

evangelism. Appointed as secretary of the commission was William E.

44William G. McLoughlin, Jr., Modern Revivalism (New York: The
Ronald Press Company, 1959), p. 399.
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Biederwoh&, who had been an independent evangelist, formerly president
of the Interdenominational Association of Evangelists. The tasks as-
signed to the new Federal Council agency were "to place renewed emphasis
on the fundamentals of the gospel,' and '"to elevate the standard and to
safeguard the work of a sane and thorough type of evangelism.”45 This
move of the Federal Council, along with a modification of its strong
stand on economic questions which had been set forth in its '"Social
Creed" in 1908, were meaningful indications that the new déy belonged to
the evangelicals.

In the field, the evangelist assumed a dominant role in the Pro-
testant ministry. In 1911, for example, there were 650 active, full-
time professional evangelists itinerating in the United States, in addi-
tion to 1,300 part-time evangelists, many of whom sought to emulate and
imitate Billy Sunday. The minister, particularly the '"'social gospeler,"
was definitely in the shade as a soul-winner.46

Thus, as the Seventh-day Adventists mobilized their resources for

evangelism, they were, in part at least, in harmony with 4 nation-wide

rebirth of conservative revivalism.

45McLoughlln op. cit., p. 395, citing Charles E. Schaeffer, A
Brief History of the Department of Evangelism of the Federal Council of
Churches (New York, 1951).

46

McLoughlin, op. cit., pp. 448-450.




CHAPTER VI
EVANGELISTIC ADVANCE: 1911 - 1915

Even before the effects of the new denominational ministerial
training program could be felt, there were evidences that public
evangelism had become a top priority Adventist objective. As General
Conference President A. G. Daniells set the pace, other administrators

followed his example in promoting evangelism and encouraging the de-

velopment of evangelistic talent. One result was a multiplication of
Adventist evangelistic speakers. 1In Indiana, for example, nine separate
companies were reported in action in the early spring of 1911.1 This

profusion of evangelistic efforts was duplicated in conference after
conference across the nation. Another apparent result was that the Ad-
ventist membership growth rate in America once morelbegan to rise.
Whereas in 1910 it had sunk to a negative 1.5 per cent, it had risen

in 1911 to a plus 2.5 per cent, by 1913 to nearly 5 per cent, and the

best was yet to come.

Evangelistic Campaigns Multiply

By 1913, fifteen evangelists, assisted by many other workers--
forty-two in all--were at work in the Greater New York area. Some of
these were conducting efforts for foreign language groups, with gratify-

ing results. B. E. Miller and D. N. Wall, for example, conducted two

e
1Review and Herald, March 9, 1911, p. 1l4.

25tatistical Secretary, General Conference of Seventh-day Ad-
ventists, Washington, D. C.
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separate German tent efforts in Brooklyn, with a total of fifty-one con-
verts. Campaigns for other audiences were being conducted by Lee Wheeler
and L. T. Nicola near 180th Street and Jerome Avenue, while A. V. Cotton
and R. J. Bryant were at work in Brooklyn. Cotton had introduced in his
campaign a stereopticon feature in which he presented color screen pic-
tures of Seventh-day Adveuntist activity around the world. His purpose,
he repofted, was to demonstrate that '"the Advent movement is not merely
local in extent, but is world-wide, and a fulfillment of prophecy. It
shows the third angel's message as progressive, and that Seventh-day Ad-

ventists are a live people."

Most of the campaigns in the new surge of Adventist evangelism
were still conducted as tent meetings, using public halls occasionally

during the winter months in order to continue the evangelist's persuasive

efforts.

An excellent picture of the typical tent meeting is providéd by a
Bertha Iliff, who in 1914 recounted her experience in attending an Ad-
ventist evangelistic meeting in 1908:

There were only three tents. The two in the rear were the
dining tents and the bedrooms of the gospel workers. These were
small and screened, and scrupulously clean. The audience tent
faced the streets. The ground was sodded with clean sawdust.
Under the neatly arranged, canvas-folding benches were tufts of
green grass. About the organ and the pulpit were house plants
and green foliage. The altar was draped in blue and white, and
suspended from the tent above and back of the pulpit was a chart
representing the image of a man with a head of gold. Above the
altar, written in white on blue, were these startling words:
"Behold, I come quickly,"” and above these was the solemn inscrip-
tion, ""Prepare to meet thy God.'" These words seemed to burn into
my soul. The solemnity, the simplicity, the spotlessness of this
place seemed heavenlike. To my tired soul, here was something

3Review and Herald, December 5, 1912, p. 19.
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new under the sun, yet the message delivered from the pulpit
was the old, old story told in a new setting; told by unlearned
lips, but lips touched with a living coal from off the altar.

The peace and quiet confidence in that minister's face, his
plain clothes, and his simple, earnest manner revealed a life
of faith that impressed me deeply. 1 shall never forget the
first Sabbath spent on that tent ground. It was the brightest
day of my life. The sun seemed brighter than I had ever seen
it; the grass seemed a living green and the tents glistening
white. There was a corresponding light on the faces of the

gospel workers, reflected, perhaps from the faces of the new
converts.

Whether in a given case the minister was '"plain and unlearned" or
more colorful and sophisticated, as was incfeasingly the case with more
training and co-ordination, tent meetings of the 1910's were more success-
ful than they had been during the preceding decade. 1In a report for 1913
from the Columbia Union Conference, in the middle Atlantic states, the
president of one conference declared that every tent effort in his terri-
tory the previous summer had resulted in the formation of a new Seventh-
day Adventist church--an experience repeated in many other conferences
throughout the country.5 |

When tent meetings were not successful, the infringement of or-
ganizational interests on the evangelist was likely to be blamed. K. C.
Russell suggested, for example, that when meetings were not successful,
the cause was likely to be the premature closing of a summer effort be-

cause of the conference demands that all ministerial workers gather to

prepare for the annual camp meeting. According to Russell:

4Bertha I1iff, "The Message in a Tent," Review and Herald, March
5, 1914, p. 17.

>Review and Herald, February 26, 1914, p. 17.
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Hundreds of tent-meetings were discontinued with the inter-

est possibly at its height. . . . The time has come when every
conference official and laborer should seriously study the dis-
astrous results that are sure to follow in closing our tent
efforts before the interest is sufficiently developed.

In the words of A. G. Daniells, Russell reminded conference offi-
cials:

The preaching of the gospel is the fundamental part of gos-

pel work. It precedes all other phases of that work. It is
that which, more than any other kind of effort, makes disciples,
and add to the church such as are being saved. All other fea-
tures of gospel work are built upon this. All the administra-
tive and institutional work of the church springs from the
results of preaching the gospel.

This was a clear reminder that the denomination had swung deci-
sively into evangelism and that administrative or organizational in-
terests should support, not hinder, evangelistic work.

In response to the emphasis of the hour, conference presidents
more and more stressed the results of evangelism as they made their regu-
lar reports to the church constituency. A. R. Ogden, himself an effec-
tive evangelist, reported in 1915, for example, that nine tent companies
had been at work in the Iowa Conference during the summer of 1914. These
were led by J. W. McComas, P. E. Broderson, J. W. Beems, among others.
Eleven primary workers were involved, with several assistants assigned
to each of the meetings.7 The Nebraska president, D. U. Hale, reported

seven evangelistic campaigns under way, involving not only a large com-

pany of ministerial workers, but also many volunteer laymen.

®Review and Herald, August 21, 1913, p. 16.

7Review and Herald, August 12, 1915, p. 15.

8Review and Herald, November 19, 1915, p. 15.
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In southern California, A. S. Booth, conference president and
evangelist, reported that even in that prosperous area of Seventh-day
Adventist activity, increased evangelistic effort was greatly acceler-
ating the growth of the church. 1In December, 1913, he revealed that
membership of the ten churches in Los Angeles had passed the 1,000 mark.
Attendance at evangelistic meetings varied from 150 to 600, Booth said,
attributing this increase over the attendance experienced in the past to
"thorough advertising we have done by means of the newspapers and an-
nouncements, and by faithful work from house to house with our litera-
ture."? Also boosting attendance was the use of the stereopticon with
songs and sermons illustrated on the screen.
Between April, 1913, and Méy, 1914, Booth himself conducted four
series of meetings: two in Los Angeles; one in Phoenix, Arizona; and
another in Sacramento, California. Congregations ranged in size from 75
to 650 persons. More than 100 adults were converted and baptized as mem-
bers of the Adventist church in these meetings. Such results were suf-
ficient to inspire the exclamation:
The Lord is pouring out His Spirit upon the people. Every-
where there are those who are dissatisfied with the popular
religion of the day and are anxiously inquiring, '"What must we
do to be saved?" How thankful we should be for this last mes-
sage of salvation, and how willing and anxious to bear the
truth to others!10

In 1915, Booth noted further success in a series of meetings in

Ogden, Utah, which was covered by the local newspapers to the extent of

117 articles totaling 1,420 column inches--""The first time in the history

9Review'and Herald, December 11, 1913, p. 1ll.

10Review and Herald, July 16, 1914, pp. 13, 14.
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of the paper that they have given any evangelistic effort so much pub-

11
licity,'" hé reported. Thirty-three persons were converted.

Evangelistic Leaders Appear

In spite of denominational preference that evangelistic speakers
be relatively self-éffacing, avoiding personal display, certain men of
greater~than-ordinary ability, like Booth, began attracting special at-
tention very early in the new Adventist evangelistic drive. These men
commanded larger-than=-average audiences and usually produced more-than-
ordinary numbers of converts. The stories of their evangelistic exploits

were featured in denominational papers, and their methods came to be

widely imitated by lesser evangelists.

J. W. McCord. 1In the San Francisco area, J. W. McCord and a
group of six or seven assistants experienced noteworthy success. McCord
reported somewhat apologetically that in the Bay area they were not able
to use tents to advantage '""because of high winds and fog." He was
"obliged to labor entirely in halls and store buildings,'" a circumstance
which made the work somewhat more expensive, and according to McCord,
""to some degree less attractive." A 1913 spring campaign in a rented
theater ran for ten weeks with forty-five converts.12

An autumn campaign in the San Jose area in 1913 converted sixty-

five persons. The campaign continued for twelve weeks, ''the longest and

the most successful in the ministry of the workers.'" Sunday night

11Review and Herald, September 16, 1915, p. 17.

l2Review and Herald, July 5, 1913, p. 14.
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attendance during the campaign varied from five hundred to six hundred.13

During 1914 some one hundred persons were converted in two cam-
paigns, one of which continued for fourteen weeks in a rented hall. This
campaign alone produced seventy-t&g converts, results previously seldom
experienced in Adventist evangelism.14 -

The longer evangelistic campaigns undertaken by McCord were in
some contrast to the six and seven week, or even shorter, efforts éommon
at this time. McCord's success seemed to confirm the merit of a sugges-
tion made by A. G. Daniells in June, 1912. He had declared that it was

a great mistake to plan only a short campaign:

I believe that the conditions which led me to carry on my
campaigns in New Zealand [in the 1890's] eighteen months to

two years without a break, prevail here. . . . A steady, con-
tinuoug effort will bring results similar to those that came
to me.

McCord's success continued to increase, and in the summer of 1915
a fifteen-week campaign produced approximately one hundred converts in
Oakland, California. In this campaign McCord used a new tent, with an
attendance of about six hundred each weekday night, approximately eight
hundred on Saturday night, and an average of fully one thousand persons
. 16
present on Sunday nights.

Here for the first time since the success ten years earlier of W.

W. Simpson in Los Angeles and E. E. Franke in New York, regular attend-

13Review and Herald, December 4, 1913, p. 16.
14

Review and Herald, December 4, 1915, p. 16.

5petter, A. G. Daniells to W. C. White, June 6, 1912.

16Review and Herald, December 9, 1915, p. 19.
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ance at Adventist evangelistic services reached the one thousand mark.

K. C. Russell. Strong impetus was given the Adventist evangelis-
tic movement when K. C. Russell, head of the General Conference Religious
Liberty Department, and a major denominational figure, was released to
"devote his entire time to evangelistic work in our cities.' A. G.
Daniells explained that this action, which had been under consideration
for more than a yeér, was a response to the counsels of Ellen G. White

of 1909:

The messages that have been coming to us since the General
Conference session of three years ago, calling for greater
efforts in behalf of our large cities, have awakened a new
interest in evangelistic work, and created a great demand for

evangelical workers.

Taking Russell's place in Washington was none other than W. W.
Prescott, the man upon whose withdrawal from the editorship of the
church paper Ellen G. White had insisted, that he might devote himself
to evangelistic work. With little or no background in public evangelism,
Prescott had not been a great evangelistic success. He was now called
back into headquarters work so that Russell, a man of considerable ex-
perience in evangelism, might enter the field as a contribution of the
General Conference to public evangelism.

Russell was first assigned to the Chicago area, and launched a
campaign in Austin, one of the city's western suburbs. A te;t pitched
at the corner of Chicago and Laurel Avenues attracted audiences of three
hundred to four hundred at each of the meetings, held daily during the

months of July and August, 1912.

17Review and Herald, May 2, 1912, p. 24,
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Russell was pleased with the advertising of theé Austin campaign.
With what was doubtless a side glance at another leading Adventist evan-
gelist, O. O. Bernstein, whose advertising consisted very largely of the
cartoon-style illustrations somewhat disapproved in resolutions of the
evange listic council of 1912, Russell declared:
We have endeavored to follow the most approved and up-to-
date methods in conducting our meetings. We have aimed to
advertise in a dignified and attractive way, using folders

and cards neatly printed on good material, but not copiously
illustrated.

In addition, Russell posted large printed signs near the center of
the city's traffic flow, giving the location of the tent and the time of
services. Also used were bulletin boards as well as articles in three
neighborhood weekly newspapers which co-operated fully in promoting the
meeﬁings. Associated with Russell, in the presentation of health lec-
tures, were Drs. D. H. and Lauretta Kress, who conducted a '"'school of
health' each Monday afternoon, with a health lecture in the evening.

The General Conference, impressed by Russell’s initial success,
moved to strengthen evangelistic work in Chicago, appropriating $3,500
toward additional efforts and appointing several evangelistic assistants.
In addition, evangelists were deployed to other areas of Chicago, with
as many as six tent efforts simultaneously under way and a field school
of evangelism conducted for the training of younger workers.

Adventist evangelism in Chicago was greatly influenced by the
work of Dr. David Paulson and therDoctors Kress. These '"'medical mission-

aries," all of whom were qualified medical doctors, co-operated with the

18Review and Herald, August 22, 1912, p. 17.
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evangelists in establishing '"'small medical missionary centers.' From
these centers nurses went out seeking needy persons--house-to-house--
giving simple treatments and delivering health talks, which attracted
people to hear the evangelistic addresses. In February, 1913, approxi-
mately fifteen of these centers were reported in operation throughout
the Chicago area.19

In early 1913, Russell attempted a larger, more ambitious cam-
paign, renting a Baptist church in the center of the metropolitan area,
at Ashland Blvd. and Monroe Street. The church had a seating capacity
of sixteen huﬁdred. Actual attendance figures for the campaign were
not reported, although Russell called it "a fairly good attendance of
a substantial class of people," including '"a number of professional men

20

and women and other influential people." The Doctors Kress continued

their program of '"health evangelism'" at these meetings, with three pub-
lic services each week.

During this central Chicago campaign Russell reverted to his form-
er interest in the Religious Liberty Department of the General Confer-
ence, scheduling as a parf of the program, a "'religious liberty conven-
tion." After another summer of public evangelism in Chicago, he was
called in 1914 to the presidency of the New York Conference, although he

. . , . 21
continued in a more or less active evangelistic role.

Charles T. Everson. A newcomer to the evangelistic scene was

19Review and Herald, February 13, 1913, p. 16.

20Review and Herald, February 27, 1913, pp. 15, 16.

21l1pid.



97
Charles T. Everson, who had been at work in the North Illinocis Conference
along pastoral lines since returning from Italy in 1909. He launched his
first evangelistic effort in Chicago in the autumn of 1911, and during
the ensuing year conducted several additional meetings Qith attendance
at times reaching more than five hundred. Everson was successful in at-
tracting to these meetings audiences of fairly substantial persons, in-
cluding "lawyers and doctors of some prominence, quite a number of
preachers, [and] business men, including at least one millionaire."22
He was somewhat disappointed in the results of his efforts, however,
blaming a lack of personal workers. Nevertheless, he baptized thirty-

two persons during the course of his first year in city evangelism.

J. S. Washburn. Another major evangelist in the field following
the ministerial institutes of 1911 and 1912 was J. S. Washburn, a key
figure in the important 1905 evangelistic meetings conducted in Washing-
ton, D. C., under the sponsorship of the General Conference. In 1911,
Washburn held a series of meetings in Memphis, Tennessee, pitching his
tent in the suburbs--where Adventist city campaigns were usually con-
ducted. In 1912, however, he moved his tent to the heart of the city.
Here moderate success was realized, with thirty-one persons signing a
""covenant" indi&ating their acceptance of the Adventist message. But
Washburn was not satisfied. He reported that the evangelistic group
was holding a special weekly meeting to '"pray for the outpouring of the
Holy Spirit." The evangelist insisted that '"this alone can solve all of

the difficulties and perplexities in the city work to which the Lord has

22Review and Herald, December 5, 1912, p. 19.
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called us at this time."?23

By 1914, Washburn had been transferred to West Philadelphia and

began to realize greater success. He launched a series of tent meetings
on Sunday, July 19, "with the largest attendance for the opening night
and the best interest I have ever known in all my experience since I be-
gan holding tent meetings in Towa, thirty years ago."24 The large tent,
brilliantly lighted with electric lights, was packed, Washburn reported,
and a great number of people stood on the outside to hear. The evange-
list had the services of a thirty=-voice choir, which seemed attractive
to "the middle class people'" noticed at his meetings. Washburn saw in
his new evangelistic success a fulfillment of prophecy:

It would seem that a new era is opening for the work in this
great city, the second of the large cities of the East, and one
specially mentioned by the spirit of prophecy as among those to
which the work of God should return in power when the time
should come in the providence of God for the message to return
to the East.25

Even with a good attendance at the ﬁeetings, however, results in

terms of baptisms were not large. Only twenty persons were converted in
the West Philadelphia campaign, but Washburn reported that he had the
names of two hundred additional interested persons with whom personal

26 Another Washburn campaign during the

workers could continue to labor.
summer of 1915 also attracted "'very large congregations,'" filling the

evangelist's large canvas pavilion.

231p4d.

24Review and Herald, August 6, 1914, pp. 14, 15.

251pid.

26Review and Herald, March 11, 1915, pp. 16, 17.
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Encountering increasing difficulty in securing the names and ad-
dresses of interested persons in Philadelphia, Washburn devised a new
evangelistic technique. He offered a series of tﬁenty-eight printed
studies called "The Family Bible Teacher,'" which on request were to be
mailed in sequence, in installments of seven lessons at one time. Pen-
cils and slips of paper were distributed to the audience for the purpose
of securing the names and addresses. The evangelist developed a record-
ing system whereby files were maintained on each "interest" with nota-
tions as to lessons sent and visits made. '"'We have found this system an
excellent one,' Washburn reported, '"enabling us to get into close touch
with the people." Washburn also worked diligently on the problem of
persuading people to bring their Bibles with them so that they could fol-
low the texts discussed. 1In order to encourage this, he began a plan of
responsive reading from the Scriptures in connection with each lecture
subject, encouraging the people to follow the texts and mark their Bibles
for future reference.2’/ 1In both of these procedures--the mailing of a
regular schedule of printed Bible lessons and systematic efforts to per-
suade people to read and mark their personal Bibles as the evangelist
presented his lecture--Washburn was experimenting with two supplements
to the spoken word which; with some refinement, are in widespread use
among Adventist evangelists today.

In common with other leading Adventists of the day, Washburn
seemed impressed with the number of substantial citizens who appeared

at the church's evangelistic meetings, something relatively uncommon in

27.Review and Herald, October 7, 1915, p. 18.















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































