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PREFACE

Despite the various conceptions of the word “ romanticism "
and the difficulties critics have encountered in their attempts to

define it succinctly, all agree that one phase of romanticism re
volves around the amelioration of the condition of the lowly and

oppressed . During the later seventeenth and eighteenth centuries
the main stream of writing displayed a tendency toward correct

ness, generalities, subordination to rules, objectivity, regularity in
design, and an interest in the good of man as a group, while the
undercurrent displayed a tendency toward concreteness, freedom ,

subjectivity, irregularity in design , and an interest in the good
of man as an individual.

Men wrote as they were guided by these two tendencies : the
greater portion was satisfied to be governed by the literary canons
of classicism , the prevailing spirit of the age ; a few were actuated
by the undercurrent of romanticism . Yet men of both groups were
the same at heart, varying only in the emphasis to be placed upon
the characteristic features of the age. A quotation from Beers is
appropriate at this point: “ In Pater's use of the terms, then , classic

and romantic do not describe particular literatures, or particular
periods in literary history, so much as certain counterbalancing

qualities and tendencies which run through the literatures of all
times and countries. There were romantic writings among the
Greeks and Romans; there were classical writers in the Middle
Ages ; nay there are classical and romantic traits in the same
author . " 1 I, therefore, may be pardoned for including in this
study the works of such men as Pope and Johnson with all their

tribe ” ; for in their sympathy for the oppressed and especially
for the Negro they were just as “ romantic " as Wordsworth ,
Shelley, and Byron, who are regarded as perfect exponents of the
romantic tradition .

It is the purpose of this study first, to ascertain from the

great bulk of poetry and prose of the eighteenth and early nine
teenth centuries any sympathetic attitude toward the Negro and
secondly, to find out reasons for this attitude. I have consulted ,

therefore, not only poems and essays but also letters, memoirs,
journals, lives, records of conversations, speeches, and anecdotes,
which indicate very intimately the trend of English thought. There

has been no definite study of the novel, magazine, and the drama,
although incidental references to these types are made within
this work .

I have considered literature as an interpretation of the life

and thought of a period and so am justified in discussing not
only the standard writers, who have survived the test of time but
also the unknown writers, who have long since been confined to

oblivion . Modern research recognizes the fact that though writers
may be forgotten today and deemed insignificant, yetthey prob
ably exerted considerable influence in their day and that the
light they may cast upon the thought of the period in whichthey
lived is by no means to be disregarded in any detailed study of
that period.
E. B. D.

Washington , D. C.
December, 1941.

CHAPTER I
SETTING
One of the salient features of the “ Romantic Movement ” of

the latter eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries was the love

of freedom . Whether this love was coloured by an increasing con
servatism and limited more or less by an adherence to traditional

forms and conventions, as was the case with Wordsworth, Southey,
and Coleridge, or whether it was heightened by an intense hostility

toward existing conventions and the restrictions of church, society,
and state, as was the case with Byron and Shelley, it is not sur

prising to find among these men and their forerunners a deep
sympathy for the oppressed of any race and especially for the
Negro.

During the eighteenth century the slave trade of England,
fostered and encouraged by the British legislature, was one of the
most productive sources of revenue. “ The growth of the sugar
islands, the cultivation of tobacco in Virginia and of rice and cot

ton in the Carolinas, the development of the Spanish mines, the
increasing needs of Brazil, where Pombal made the freedom of
the Indians a reality, all contributed to enlarge the demand for
Negroes,' until, in occasional years towards the end of the century,
the total export from Africa might exceed 100,000 though the

annual average was certainly much less. The English alone, at a
low estimate, carried over two million Negroes to America in the

period between 1680 and 1786. They generally enjoyed the largest
share of the trade, but no one of the colonizing nations kept its
hands entirely clean.” 2 So important and productive was this
industry that it received from England “ not only national regu
lation and protection but also a national subsidy." 3
The eighteenth century, however, witnessed an ever increasing
humanitarian spirit, which had as its aim the happiness of all
mankind . Among the many factors contributing to this spirit may
be mentioned five. In the first place, there was the theory of mo

ralists like Dr. Samuel Clarke, Shaftesbury, Butler, and Hume, who
advocated interest in one's fellowmen . For example, in 1705 Clarke
advanced the theory in his Boyle Lectures that we so deal with

every man as in like circumstances we could reasonably expect that
he should deal with us.'4 In 1711 Shaftesbury through his Char
acteristics emphasized the fact that man is naturally a virtuous
1
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being. Butler in his Sermons on Human Nature ( 1726 ) said that
within man is a principle which impels him to seek the good of all.
Again, the welfare of the public is emphasized in Hume's Treatise

on Human Nature (1793 ).
In the second place, the activities of the Quakers were to a
large extent responsible for sympathy for the Negro. The Quakers
were the earliest religious group to protest effectively against the
slave system . As early as 1671 George Fox, their founder, wrote :
“ Respecting the Negroes, I desired them [i. e. the 'Friends'] to en
deavor to train them up in the fear of God, as well those that were
bought with their money as those that were born in their families.
I desired also that they would cause their overseers to deal

mildly and gently with their Negroes, and not use cruelty toward
them as the manner of some hath been and is, and that after cer

tain years of servitude they should set them free. ” ? This humane
attitude became a tradition with the followers of Fox in the eigh
teenth and nineteenth centuries.
In the third place, the Deist movement starting in England in
the latter part of the seventeenth century comes in for its contribu
tion to sympathy for the oppressed . Lord Herbert of Cherbury,,

Toland, Collins, Woolston, Bolingbroke, and Tindall were the chief
exponents of this phase of English thought. These men inspired
Voltaire and the later rationalists of France and England to stress
the perfectibility of man .
As a direct protest against that scepticism which inevitably re
sulted from extreme rationalism, John Wesley with his group came
on the scene and thereby contributed to the tide of humanitarianism .
He advanced the doctrine that real conversion meant an over

whelming desire to lead all one's fellowmen to Christ by virtue of

the fact that in God's sight all men are equal and are bound to
gether by an indissoluble bond of affection . Such a belief would

naturally take into consideration the Negro as one link in human
ity's chain. A close study of eighteenth century Methodism re
veals that this movement contributed much to that sympathy for
the Negro which reached its climax in England in the nineteenth
century .

Finally there arose an increasing interest in the noble sav
age, ” who because of his innocence, his freedom from the corrup
tions of civilization , and his proximity to nature was considered the
ideal person and the epitome of perfection . As early as 1732 there
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appeared in England an anonymous poem, “ The Happy Savage,"
extolling man in his natural state. The poem begins :
Oh, happy he who never saw the face
Of man, nor heard the sound of human voice !

But soon as born was carried and exposed
In some vast desert. ...

where, suckled by the wolf or bear, he lives a life free from deceit
and worry .

Sweet are his slumbers; of all human arts
Happily ignorant, nor taught by wisdom
Numberless woes, nor polished into torment.
At first, American Indians and savages of the South Sea Islands and
other heathen climes were regarded as noble savages. Eventually

the Negro was included in this category. Fairchild says it was
Mungo Park who “ helped to establish the Negro as a Noble Sav

age." . That lack of social distinctions which characterized primi
tive man and his freedom from restraint were considered as de

sirable goals for all men of the eighteenth century.
From these various avenues, then, came those impulses which

eventually culminated in the abolition of the slave trade and the
subsequent emancipation of the slaves throughout the British Do
minions.

One interesting fact revealed by this study is that differences in
geographical location, in religion, in occupation , and individual in

terests by no means preclude a kindly attitude toward the Negro.
The voices of England, Ireland, Scotland, Africa, America, Ger
many, France, and Cuba were heard in eighteenth and nineteenth
century England protesting Negro slavery . Quakers, Episcopalians,

Methodists, Dissenters, Moravian Brethren, and Seceders unite with
deist, atheist, and infidel in this protest. Linen -drapers, physicians,
professors, engravers, hymn -writers, poets, essayists, novelists, dram
atists, philosophers, ministers, actors, and painters — all become
united in their plea for tolerance and kindness toward the slave, a

plea that knows no distinction of sex or of age. A Johnson may
detest aa Robertson or a Hume, a Byron may hurl violent epithets at
a Southey, a Leigh Hunt may regard a Wilberforce with condescen

sion and disdain, a Jeffrey may attack a Wordsworth with " This
will never do, ” — yet all lift their voices in one harmonious chorus

having as its chief motif :: “ Let these people go."
Another striking fact is the diversity of ways in which these

4
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writers became interested or could have become interested in the

slavery question. As a little boy James Montgomery was accus
tomed to hear in the church prayers this plea, “ Have mercy on the
Negroes, savages, slaves, and gypsies. " Amelia Opie as a little girl
was told by her parents pathetic tales of Negro wrongs and Negro
slavery. " James Ramsay, who lived in the West Indies for twenty
years, was a friend of Sir Charles Middleton , an advocate of the
abolition of slavery. John Newton , former slave - driver and a min

ister, associated intimately with the poet Cowper. Moore and
Rogers discussed the slavery question over the tea -cups. It was

Thomas Pringle who directed Coleridge's thought in the direction
of anti-slavery. Pringle also sent an article on slavery to Thomas
Campbell for the New Monthly Magazine. An eventual acquaint
ance with Buxton and Macaulay was formed , and later Pringle be
came secretary of the Anti-Slavery Society. When a young man ,
Rogers came to Edinburgh with a letter of introduction to Adam

Smith, who had spoken against slavery in his Wealth of Nations.
Here Rogers met Mackenzie and with him visited Helen Maria

Williams, who in 1788 published her poem on slavery. Mackenzie
knew and admired Hannah More.

The latter became a staunch

abolitionist as a result of hearing a sermon by Newton . James
Stanfield was " a mariner in the African slave-trade.” Michael
Scott and Edward Rushton also were traders to the West Indies.

Rogers included in his " charmed circle ” many who sympathized
with the Negro. Fanny Kemble met at his famous dinners such

friends of the Negro as Sidney Smith, Crabb Robinson, Anna Bar
bauld, Harriet Martineau, and Hannah More. Hannah More was

an intimate friend of Lady Middleton, who inspired Wilberforce
to carry the fight for the abolition of the slave trade to Parliament.
Wilberforce and Hannah More were friends.

In 1818 the former

visited Wordsworth, spending an enjoyable time with him and
Southey. When Madame de Stael was in England, Wilberforce at
her desire to meet him dined at the Duke of Gloucester's, at which
time she complimented him for his work in the abolition movement.

Clarkson was on very friendly terms with Sharp, Wilberforce,
Wordsworth, Southey, Coleridge, Crabb Robinson, and the Lambs.
The manuscript of Clarkson's The History of the Rise, Progress and
Accomplishment of the Abolition of the African Slave -trade by the
British Parliament was given to Dorothy and William Wordsworth
for their perusal before publication. John Galt, Irish novelist, says
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he became interested in the West Indian slave question from early
associations. Thomas Wilkinson, a Quaker and ardent supporter

of the abolition of the slave trade, lived in the Lake District and
associated on familiar terms with Wordsworth, Coleridge, and
Southey. Bryan Waller Procter was on friendly terms with Words

worth, Coleridge, Bowles, Rogers, Campbell, Hunt, Hood, Southey,
Landor, Macaulay, Dickens, and Galt.

In addition to direct contact, many of these friends of the
Negro corresponded with one another. For example, the American

Quaker, Anthony Benezet, corresponded with Sharp, Whitefield,
and John Wesley. Among the numerous correspondents of Wilber
force were John Newton, James Stephen, Hannah More, and Henri
Christophe. Hannah More in one of her letters addressed Wilber
force as " being the instrument of giving that liberty wherewith
6

Christ has made them free, to the souls of our black brethren , which
you have in аa measure obtained for their bodies.” 10 Walpole wrote
to Hannah More and William Mason on the slavery question. While

Thomas Pringle was in Africa, he corresponded with Wilberforce
and Clarkson .

Travellers and travel literature also cemented a growing inter
est in the Negro. In the eighteenth century Benjamin Franklin,
John Woolman , William Dillwyn, and Thomas Paine visited Eng

land ; and in the nineteenth century sympathizers with the Negro
like Harriet Martineau, Fanny Kemble, Anna Jameson, and Charles
Dickens visited America. In 1841 Joseph John Gurney made four

trips to the continent in the interest of slavery, lunatic asylums, and
hospitals. Much of the literature of travel" dealing with the
treatment of the Negro was utilized by English writers. For ex

ample, Thomas Day in The Dying Negro quotes from Smith's Voyage
to Guinea, Barbot's Description of Guinea, and Adanson's Voyage

to Senegal. James Montgomery in his notes to The West Indies
quotes freely many works of travel, some of which are Goldburg's
Travels, Park's Travels, Pinkard's Notes on the West Indies, Sted
man's Account of Surinam , and Dallas' History of the Maroons.

James Grahame reveals in “ Africa Delivered,” acquaintance with
Barbot's Travels, Park's Travels, Stanfield's Appendix to Guinea
Voyage, Pinkard's Notes on the West Indies, and other accounts.

In addition to the popularity of travel books, other types of
books, pamphlets, and magazines were circulated extensively . Many
English works dealing with the Negro, such as Mrs. Behn's Oroo

6
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noko, Southerne's play of the same name, Thomson's Seasons, Day's
The Dying Negro, and Mrs. Edgeworth's The Grateful Negro were
translated into French, and English translations of the works of

Condorcet and Abbé Raynal were very popular in England.11 The
writings of Benezet on the condition of Negro slaves were widely

circulated. William Paley's Moral Philosophy attacking the Afri
can slave trade was extensively circulated in private libraries and
public institutions of learning. In certain of the English schools
it was used as a textbook 12 and doubtless influenced the minds of

many youth . James Beattie, Professor of Philosophy at Aberdeen,
was certain that the humane doctrines he had taught in his class

rooms would be remembered by many of his pupils who had gone
to the West Indies. Literary and debating societies at Scottish uni
versities were interested in the Negro. For example, among the

many subjects debated at the Speculative Society of Edinburgh Uni
versity was this : “ Are slavery and the slave trade consistent with
the natural rights of mankind ? ” 13

The living subject of these activities, the Negro himself, was
not unknown in England. Ships of English merchants were named
after him . In one instance, we read of a ship of Dover called The
Black Boy, belonging to Arnold Breames, which was seized on
April 13, 1661, by a Dutch ship off the coast of Guinea. In January,

1661 , another ship, The Ethiopian, owned by two English mer
chants, John Allen and Matthew Babb, was seized by a ship owned
by the Dutch African Company.14 The fact that the Negro ap

pears as a servant in some of the Restoration plays15 and plays of
the eighteenth century may be attributed to his being a servant in
many English homes. In some instances " ladies of fashion had
their little colored page in gorgeous costume as a sort of picturesque

personal attendant.” 16 James Hogg tells us in his Autobiography
that when he once dined with Lockhart, he was amazed at the
extravagance which prompted his host to entertain six white gentle
men with six black servants behind their chairs. Hogg was relieved
later when he learned that five of the servants were “ borrowed ”
“
from neighboring homes for the occasion , 17 The famous faithful

black servant " of Samuel Johnson , Francis Barber, is well known
to Boswell's readers.18 On display at many public exhibitions and
fairs were American Indians and Negro and East Indian servants.18
In 1747 or 1748 an African prince visiting England became the
subject of a poem by Dr. William Dodd . One of Dr. Dodd's
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admirers was a Negro, Ignatius Sancho, well known for his intel
lectual attainments and correspondence with some of the leading
writers of the period.
On the streets of English cities the Negro's face was often
seen .
Its benign and kindly expression interested Lamb as he
walked up and down the familiar streets of his beloved London .
We learn from Book I of Gay's “ Trivia ” 20 that the cry of “ clean
your shoes ” resounded through the London streets as the young
Negro bootblack plied his trade. Billie Waters, a black beggar

with a wooden leg, was so familiar a character that he was selected
for impersonation at a ball by one of some gay masqueraders.21
Botsford quotes from a journal of travels written by a Yale pro
fessor, B. Silliman, who had toured England, Holland, and Scot
>

land in 1805 and 1806. Silliman was impressed by the fact that
prejudice in England was less marked than in the United States

and that the condition of the Negro as a whole was far superior
to his condition in other countries. In a discussion of frequent
alliances between Negroes and " white girls of the lower order of
society ” he says, “ A few days since, I met in Oxford Street

a well -dressed white girl, who was of a ruddy complexion, and
even handsome, walking arm -in - arm and conversing very sociably
with a Negro man, who was as well dressed as she." 22

In addition to the preceding facts we may by way of review
mention the significance of the most important dates in the history
of England's effort to abolish the slave trade.23 In 1563 the Eliza

bethan sea-captain, Sir John Hawkins, began the slave trade when
he captured three hundred Negroes at Sierra Leone and sold them
to Spaniards in San Domingo. In the next century the slave trade
increased until after the Restoration it was accepted as a matter

of course . In the eighteenth century, however, voices of protest
were heard . Swinny says that the anti-slavery movement in Great
Britain falls “ into three distinct phases : first, the vindication of
the freedom of the slave in the English and Scottish Courts; sec

ondly, the efforts for the suppression of the slave trade from 1787
to 1807 ; and thirdly, the fight for abolition of slavery ending in
the Act of 1833. " 24 In 1727 not only the slave trade but the
ownership of slaves was condemned by the Society of Friends,

In 1765 the case of Jonathan Strong attracted nation -wide atten
tion. In 1772 Lord Mansfield announced his famous decision that

as soon as any slave touched the soil of England he was free. In
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1783 the English Quakers presented the petition for the abolition
of slavery. They also circulated many thousands of a tract entitled

“ The Case of Our Fellow Creatures, the Oppressed African ."

In

1783 Gustavus Vassa, a Negro, precipitated a violent protest when
he announced that one hundred and thirty slaves had been thrown

overboard the British slave ship Zong of Liverpool. In 1785, the
borough of Bridgewater presented an anti-slavery petition to
Parliament.

In the same year Dr. Peckard, the Vice-Chancellor of the
University of Cambridge, announced for the subject of a competi
tion, “ Is It Right to Make Slaves of Others Against Their Will ?”
Accordingly, Thomas Clarkson read a work of Anthony Benezet
on the plight of the Negro slave and wrote in Latin his Essay on the
Slavery and Commerce of the Human Species, Particularly the
African . Winning the prize in 1786, he decided to devote his life

to effecting the abolition of the slave trade and of slavery. In 1787
a committee of twelve was formed to promote interest in the cause .

Of this committee nine were Quakers.

Clarkson , Sharp , and

Dillwyn, with other members urged authors, preachers, and lec

turers to further the cause by spreading propaganda by press and
pulpit. In 1788 John Newton, former captain of a slave-ship,
published Thoughts upon the African Slave Trade.

In France

Les Amis des Noirs was organized. After the efforts of Wilberforce
and other English abolitionists had failed in the House, Clarkson
went to France to unite with this group. By 1791 anti -slavery
advocates in England had already recommended that since the use

of sugar was responsible for many of the evils of slavery, rum
and sugar should be boycotted . To offset this movement an anony
mous writer published in 1792 A Vindication of the Use of Sugar,
the Produce of the West India Islands, in Answer to a Pamphlet
entitled Remarkable Extracts, etc. In the same year William Pitt
spoke before the House in favor of abolition . After 1795 one of
Benjamin Banneker's almanacs was produced in the House of
Commons to support the argument that Negroes had minds capable
of the highest attainments and should, therefore, be set free from

the cruelties of slavery. The calculations of Banneker’s almanacs
were so thorough and exact as to excite the approbation of Pitt,
Fox, Wilberforce, and other eminent men ." 25 Finally in 1807
after much agitation the Bill for the Abolition of the Slave Trade

was passed, and the second phase of the prolonged fight was won .

CHAPTER II

ANTICIPATIONS - SEVENTEENTH CENTURY
WRITERS AND WELL-KNOWN WRITERS

OF THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY AND
THE EARLY NINETEENTH CENTURY

Section I – The Essayist, the Journalist, and the Poet.
It is not surprising to find that many literary men , some of
whom were in close touch with the economic, social, and political
movements of their time, should be interested in the Negro.

Ex

pressions of sympathy were heard in England the very next century
after Sir John Hawkins instituted the slave trade. Although a
few writers like Crashaw, Cleveland, and Cowley utter no vehement
protest against the slave trade, yet they were interested more or
less in the Negro as a fit subject for poetic treatment. One of Cra

shaw's “ Divine Epigrams" in Steps to the Temple ( 1646 ) shows a
delicate feeling for the Ethiopian eunuch mentioned in Acts 8 :27
39. Anticipating by over one hundred years a similar sentiment in
Blake's “ The Little Black Boy, ” Crashaw's epigram “ On the
Baptized Aethiopian " (based on Acts 8 ) reads as follows :
Let it no longer be a forlorne hope
To wash an Aethiope :
He's washt, His gloomy skin a peaceful shade
For his white soule is made ::

And now , I doubt not, the Eternall Dove,
A black-fac'd house will love.1

John Cleveland presents an interesting picture in " A Fair Nymph
Scorning a Black Boy Courting Her " :
Nymph. Stand off, and let me take the air
Why should the smoke pursue the fair ?
Boy.

My face is smoke, thence may be guessed
What flames within have scorched my breast.

To this the nymph objects that because of the darkness of his skin
she is unable to view his flame of love. To this objection he
answers :

9
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Why should my black thy love impair?
Let the dark shop commend the ware ;
Or, if thy love from black forbears,
I'll strive to wash it off with tears.

She ends the argument with :
Spare fruitless tears since thou must needs

Still wear about thee mourning weeds.
Tears can no more affection win

Than wash thy Ethiopian skin .”

Following Donne's example in the use of conceits, Cowley in his
“ Hymn : To Light” addresses Light as the first born of Chaos,
who so fair came “ from the old Negro's darksome womb." 3 In

his notes to the epic “ Davideis ” Cowley says that both the Arabians
called Ethiopians and the Abyssines were descendants of Chus." 4
In another note he voices his belief that the Ethiopians beyond
Egypt are the same as the Cusitae mentioned in the Scripture."

In addition to George Fox, the Quaker, other seventeenth
century writers urged humane consideration for the Negro slave.

The Nonconformist clergyman, Richard Baxter, denounces in
Christian Directory ( 1673 ) slave traders as pirates; those who buy
men are in his opinion beasts and demons rather than Christians .
Another clergyman , Morgan Godwyn , an eyewitness of inhuman
treatment of the slave in the Barbados, published in 1680 The
Negroes ' and Indians' Advocate, in which he exposed prevailing

conditions of the slaves there.? Four years later Thomas Tyron
pleaded for better treatment of Negro slaves in his Friendly Advice
to Gentlemen Planters of East and West Indies. John Locke in

the Treatise on Civil Government ( 1690 ) 8 endeavors to show that
slavery is an institution incompatible with the disposition of the
English nation . One should not be surprised to find liberty -loving
Milton assert in Paradise Lost " (Book II ) that God has given

man dominion over " beast, fish, fowl, ” but did not make him
lord over men
such title to himself

Reserving, human left from human free.'
In the eighteenth century10 we perceive Addison and Defoe far
in advance of their age when they speak against Negro slavery.
To Addison , the uneducated human soul was like marble in a

quarry awaiting the touch of the skillful polisher to bring out its
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inherent beauty . When one hears of noble and courageous Negroes
hanging themselves on trees at the death of their masters ( a fre
quent custom in America ), one cannot refrain from admiring their
fidelity though expressed in a dreadful manner. This " savage
greatness " of soul, if properly guided, can rise to great heights.

Asserting that there is no excuse for the contempt with which the
white man treats the Negroes, Addison advocates putting them on
the common foot of humanity. " It is a source of grief to him

that “ we should , as much as in us lies, cut them off from the pros
pect of happiness in another world, as well as in this, and deny
them that which we look upon as the proper means for attain
ing it.” 11 Then Addison tells the tragic story of two Negroes of
St. Christopher's, friends in love with a beautiful Negro woman .

Unable to give her up to a rival, they kill both her and themselves.
Although the action is " full of guilt and horror," it comes from
" a temper of mind which might have produced very noble fruits,
had it been formed and guided by a suitable education . " 12
A contemporary of Addison, Defoe, severely lashes the traffic

of slaves in a satirical poem , “ Reformation of Manners" ( 1702 ) .
Innocent natives are brought from their homes to Christian coun
tries where they " serve worse heathens than they did before." As

Defoe contrasts the slave owners with the Spaniards, who, because
of their lust for gold committed many murders in Mexico, he says
the latter were more merciful :

Blood quenched their thirst, and it sufficed to kill,
But these the tender coup-de-grace deny,
And make men beg in vain for leave to die :
To more than Spanish cruelty inclin’d,
Torment the body and debauch the mind ;
The ling'ring life of slavery preserve,
And vilely teach both to sin and serve.13

Across the pages of Defoe's tales Negroes flit back and forth with
much frequency. For example, in Captain Singleton (1720 ) the
Quaker William protects the unfortunate natives from the cruelty
of a group of sailors marooned off the coast of Africa . With
characteristic fondness for verisimilitude Defoe makes us believe

that he was an actual eyewitness of the many experiences in which
" our Negroes ' appear ."14

In the Life of Colonel Jacque ( 1722 ) Defoe like Addison
advocates that kindness on the part of the slave- owner is most
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productive of good . Being not insensible of kindness, the Negroes
would respond more to considerate and sympathetic treatment than

to brutality. Jacque, the overseer, says to his master, “ I have
found out that happy secret to have good order kept, the business
of the plantation done, and that with diligence and dispatch ; and
that the Negroes are kept in awe, the natural temper of them
subjected, and the safety and peace of your family secured as well
by gentle means as by rough , by moderate correction as by torture
and barbarity , and by a due awe of just discipline, as by the horror

of insufferable torments.” 15 Jacque says if his gentle and humane
experiment is adopted by slave -owners, they will find that not only
will the Negroes do their work faithfully just the same as Christian
servants, but they will be better workers of the two.16

Alexander Pope reveals sympathy for the slaves in his “ Essay
on Man " ( 1733-1734) in the famous passage beginning " Lo, the
poor Indian ” as he depicts slaves beholding their happy native
land where “ No friends torment, no Christians thirst for gold." 17
Another poet, James Thomson, evinces humanitarian interest
in the Negro in The Seasons. The description of a tropical storm
in “ Summer " ( 1727 ) affords Thomson an opportunity to charac
terize the slave trade as cruel :

Here dwells the direful shark . Lured by the scent
Of steaming crowds, of rank disease and death ,

Behold ! He rushing cuts the briny flood,
Swift as the gale can bear the ship along,

And, from the partners of that cruel trade,
Which spoils unhappy Guinea of her sons,

Demands his share of prey ... one death involves
Tyrants and slaves; when straight, their mangled limbs
Crashing at once, he dyes the purple seas

With gore, and riots in the vengeful meal.18
Again in a rather unsuccessful poem, " Liberty ,” 19 the poet con
siders the slave sons of Africa far superior to their owners, who
are willing slaves to corruption and avarice for the sake of wealth .
A contemporary of Thomson, Richard Savage, in “ Of Public

Spirit " ( 1739 ) represents Public Spirit as wondering why she
must behold " Afric's sable sons," made by nature free and equal,

subjected to the tortures of slavery. She warns that a day of
vengeance may come similar to that which overtook ancient Rome
when she was vanquished by the Vandals.20
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A group of romantic poets express their sympathy with varying
degrees of intensity. Robert Blair of the Graveyard School repre
sents the world in The Grave ( 1743 ) as a vast burial field , where

all nations, all sects, and people of all ranks meet. The grave is a
special haven for the overworked, weary slave whence he escapes
the hardships of the cruel tyrant.21 William Shenstone shows pity
for the slave in " Elegy XX ” (written between 1743 and 1746 ) .
The author compares his subjection to Delia with the bondage of
the African who leaves his native land, deprived of the blessings of

love and friendship. He complains :

Why am I ravish'd from my native strand ?
What savage race protects this impious gain?
Shall foreign plagues infest this teeming land,
And more than sea -born monsters plough the main ?22
He calls upon the wolves and tigers to tear him from the scornful
lashes of men. So vehemently does he reproach the Christians for

preaching about a happier land while they are stained with the

blood and labour of the slave that an editor of 1764 discreetly
deemed it necessary to add this note, Spoke by a savage.23 Joseph
Warton's " Ode to Liberty ” ( 1746 ) begins with an apostrophe to
Liberty for whom the ' pining prisoner " and " pale slaves to galleys
chained ” mourn in vain . Then the author continues :

Thee the proud Sultan's beauteous train ,
By eunuchs guarded, weep in vain ,
Tearing the roses from their locks;
And Guinea's captive kings lament,
By Christian lords to labour sent,

Whipt like the dull, unfeeling ox.24
The poem ends with a hope that Britain may never like Rome and
Greece come under the devastating spell of the tyrant.

John Dyer in Book IV of “ The Fleece " ( 1757 ) interrupts
a discussion on voyages to make reflections on the slave trade. He
says that the slave trade off the coast of Guinea “ wounds the
generous heart ." The trader is warned that in the future the sable

chieftains may rebel and execute vengeance upon their cruel own
ers.25 Unlike many of the romantic abolitionists Dyer does not

"
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represent Africa as a peaceful Arcadia but as a land where savage
Hottentots send their parents to an early grave.
The poet, James Grainger, shows in Books III and IV of

“ The Sugar Cane" ( 1764 ) extensive reading about Negroes and
their customs. He advises the Negroes not to repine at their destiny,

for their task is much pleasanter than the task of those who work
the mines of Scotland and face death from the poisonous “ exhala
tions of the deep-dug mine," where youth soon becomes aged ,
afflicted by toothless sockets and devastating paralysis. He addresses
the slaves :

With these compar’d, ye sons of Africa, say
How far more happy is your lot ? Bland health
Of ardent eye, and limb robust, attends
Your custom'd labour; and, should sickness seize,
With what solicitude are ye not nurs’d !
Ye Negroes, then, your pleasing task pursue ;
And, by your toil, deserve your master's care.
Of course, the argument advanced here is that made by many op
ponents of freedom for the slaves, namely, that they were better
off in subjection to a solicitous master than they would be if they
were free.

Samuel Johnson censured Grainger because he did not condemn

the slave trade ; yet Grainger is to be given credit for urging
planters to treat the slaves kindly :
Yet planter, let humanity prevail.

Perhaps thy Negro, in his native land,
Possesst large fertile plains, and slaves, and herds ...
Ah pity, then these uninstructed swains;
And still let Mercy soften the decrees

Of rigid Justice, with her lenient hand .
Oh, did the tender Muse possess the power,
Which monarchs have, and monarchs oft abuse :
'T would be the fond ambition of her soul

To quell tyrannic sway, knock off the chains
Of heart-debasing slavery ; to give to man ,
Of every colour, and of every clime

Freedom, which stamps him image of his God.26
The sufferings which the slave trade has caused romantic love
are portrayed by Chatterton in three African eclogues, “ Hecca
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and Gaira, " 27 “ Narva and Mored, " 28 and “ The Death of
Nicou." 29 In the first eclogue a Negro chief laments the loss of

his beautiful dusky Cawna, who, with his children, has been stolen
and taken to some foreign land as a slave. “ Narva and Mored ,"
likewise, is a tragic story of two lovers. Concerning these last two
poems Chatterton wrote to a friend in 1770, “ In the last London

magazine and the magazine coming out tomorrow are the only two
pieces I have the vanity to call poetry." 30
The poet William Cowper speaks out in vigorous protests
against the evils of slavery. His highly emotional and sympathetic

nature was provoked by the spiritual forces of the Wesleyan revival
to a fervent antagonism toward this institution. We may expect
this poet, who refused to include in his list of friends any man that

" needlessly set foot upon a worm ,” to rebuke those who would in
jure one of his " black brethren . " While Clarkson and Wilber

force were arousing public opinion against the slave trade, Lady
Hesketh, a friend of Cowper, suggested that he write some songs

on the subject as " the surest way of reaching the public ear. "
Cowper writes her on February 16, 1788, that the theme of

slavery (such as the poor Negroes have endured ' seemed so im
portant and lended itself so readily to poetical management that
he was ready more than once to write on slavery ; but he was pre

vented by the fact that Homer was occupying his attention.
Furthermore, he was sufficiently deterred by the fact that Hannah
More was about to publish a poem on the subject of slavery. “ The
sight of her advertisement, ” he continues, " convinced me that my
best course would be that to which I felt myself most inclined , to
persevere, without turning aside to attend to any other call, how
ever alluring, in the business I have in hand.

“ It occurred to me likewise," Cowper adds, “ that I have
already borne my testimony in favour of my black brethren ; and
that I was one of the earliest, if not the first, of those who have in
the present day expressed their detestation of the diabolical traffic
in question . " 81

Cowper then voices his certainty that the government will take
effectual measures to alleviate the miseries of the slaves. In Book

II of “ The Task ” Cowper had written :
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There is no flesh in man's obdurate heart,
It does not feel for man ; the natural bond
Of brotherhood is severed as the flax,
That falls asunder at the touch of fire.

He finds his fellow guilty of a skin
Not coloured like his own ; and, having power
T'enforce the wrong, for such a worthy cause
Dooms and devotes him as his lawful prey.32

The poet continues with the idea that as dear as Freedom is to
him , he would rather be himself a slave and wear the bonds than
fasten them on another. A little later he says :

Slaves cannot breathe in England : if their lungs
Receive our air, that moment they are free ...33
The reference here is to the famous court decision of Lord Mans

field in 1772. In Book V of the same poem similar indignation is
expressed and also the popular idea voiced by Dyer, Milton, and
Lovelace that one may restrict the body, but not the mind or
spirit.34

As a result of Lady Hesketh's suggestion , however, Cowper
wrote some songs dealing with slavery. One of these was “ The

Negro's Complaint,” which according to Clarkson was circulated
by Cowper in manuscript among some of his friends. They were so
much pleased with what they considered this powerful appeal for
Africa that they printed it under the title of “ A Subject for Con
versation at the Tea-table" and sent many thousand copies over
the country. Eventually it was set to music and sung in the streets

as a ballad.35 This poem contains the thought that though the
Negro is bound as a slave, “ Minds are never to be sold . ” 36 The

slave complaining of his fate says God shows his displeasure at
such nefarious traffic as the slave trade by increasing tornadoes
and whirlwinds.37 Another poem, “ Pity for Poor Africans, ” is
a satirical plea of one who, although grieved at the tortures and

hardships of the slaves, is silent for fear of material loss :
I pity them greatly, but I must be mum,
For how could we do without sugar and rum ?
Especially sugar, so needful we see?

What, give up our desserts, our coffee and tea?
Besides, Cowper continues, if the Englishmen stop this trade,

the French, Dutch, and Danes will not do so ; hence the whole
affair would be useless. 88
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“ Sweet Meat Has Sour Sauce,” though written early in 1788,
was not published until 1836 or 1837 by Southey. In this ironical
poem we behold a slave trader downcast because, since his trad
ing is over, he must sell his stock of “ dainty regales ” with which
the Negroes are tickled when the slave ship sails. His assortment
includes such articles of punishment as chains, padlocks, screws,
and a “ notable engine" which will open the Negro's jaws when

he refuses to eat. The poem ends with a plea that the public buy
this stock since the slave trader will no longer “ carry Caesars and
Pompeys to Sugar-cane Shore. "' 39

In a letter to General Cowper40 ( 1788 ) , Cowper, complying
with a request to write on the condition of the Negroes in the
islands, enclosed a poem called “ The Morning Dream ." 41 The
poet finds himself dreaming one morning of a beautiful woman in

the steerage of a ship. It was her purpose, she said, to free the
slaves. The poem is an allegory, a prophecy of the time when Bri
tannia will be free from the dreadful curse of slavery .

The following quotation from a letter of March 29, 1788, to
Samuel Rose is illuminating because it reveals the intensity and
sincerity of Cowper's position with regard to the slavery question .
He writes : “ If you hear ballads sung in the streets on the hard
ships of the Negroes in the islands, they are probably mine. It

must be an honour to any man to have given a stroke to that chain ,
however feeble. I fear, however, that the attempt will fail. The

tidings which have lately reached me from London concerning it,
are not the most encouraging. While the matter slept, or was but
slightly adverted to, the English only had their share of shame in
common with other nations on account of it. But since it has been

canvassed and searched to the bottom , since the public attention
has been riveted to the horrible scheme, we can no longer plead
either that we did not know it, or did not think of it. Woe be to
us if we refuse the poor captives the redress to which they had so
clear a right, and prove ourselves in the sight of God and men in

different to all considerations but those of gain ! ” ' 42
Cowper's earnestness is also seen in a letter to the Reverend

Jekyll Pye.43 The circumstances giving rise to the letter were as
follows: Some one not seeing Cowper's name as one of those in a
signed petition to Parliament for the abolition of slavery had spread

the rumour that the absence of his name was due to a change in
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Cowper's attitude and that he, after reading an account of can
nibalism in Africa, had decided that slavery was preferable to this
horrible practice.

Cowper defends himself by saying that not

only had he never read any such account, but that he (not being an
Olney parishioner ) had not been asked to sign any such petition .
He hopes, therefore, that Reverend Pye will as often as he can
uphold Cowper as one who detested slavery fervently. The same

attitude is evident in a former letter to Lady Hesketh ( 1791 ) , in
which he says there is room for nothing else in his head except the
Slave-bill. “ That is lost and all the rest is a trifle. ” 44

The sonnet " To William Wilberforce, Esq ." eulogizes Wilber

force for his anti-slavery activities. Although the public calls him
fanatic because of his devotion, his labour will not be in vain .
Cowper assures him :
Thou hast achieved a part ; hast gained the ear
Of Britain's senate to thy glorious cause ;
Hope smiles, joy springs, and though cold caution pause
And weave delay, the better hour is near
That shall remunerate thy toils severe
By peace for Afric , fenced with British laws ...45

William Hayley, well -known biographer of Cowper, wrote a poem,
“ To William Wilberforce, Esqre, " based upon Cowper's sonnet.

Hayley represents Cowper as protecting the well deserved fame
of Wilberforce from hostile critics, 6" Lucre's infuriate sons." 46

William Mason wrote an “ Ode XI, Secular. November 5,
1788, " on the anniversary of the Revolution of 1688. He represents

Freedom as coming from India and calling as a suppliant to Truth

and Mercy to deter Britannia from claiming the Christian name
while she holds many in bondage worse than death . As long as
she barters and buys men and women made in the image of God ,

her celebration of this anniversary is a vain mockery.4? Preceding
Mason's poem are some “ Commendatory Verses " by Thomas Gis
borne praising Mason for his sympathy for Afric's race and ex

pressing indignation at the refusal of “ Christian senates ” to heed
the call of Justice and Mercy.48
To William Blake, the dreamer, God and man were two phases

of “ mercy, pity, and peace, and love." We are not, therefore, sur
prised at Blake's compassion for the Negro child as expressed in
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“ The Little Black Boy " ( 1789 ) . Here a boy speaks of himself as

being born in the distant southern wilderness. Though his skin
is black, his soul is as white as the soul of the English boy whom he
loves . The poem ends with the realization that he can by virtue
of his blackness serve the white boy until love will obliterate the
line of demarcation between black and white

Thus did my mother say and kissed me,

And thus I say to little English boy ;

When I from black and he from white cloud free,
And round the tent of God like lambs we joy :
I'll shade him from the heat till he can bear

To lean in joy upon our Father's knee;
And then I'll stand and stroke his silver hair

And be like him, and he will then love me.49

Robert Burns, full of compassion for the daisy and the mouse,
naturally sympathized with the Negro. In July, 1789, he writes
a letter to Miss Helen Maria Williams, the author of “ Some
Verses on the Slave Trade and Other Poems, " mentioning his in
debtedness to her for her excellent poem, which he has read with

the highest pleasure. Since he knows practically nothing of “ scien,
tific criticism ,” he can only as he reads commend some beautiful
passages and note some faulty expressions. Burns writes, “ From
the 115th verse to the 142nd is a striking description of the wrongs

of the poor African . Verse 120th , ' the load of unremitted pain, ' is
a remarkable, strong expression. The address to the advocates
for abolishing the slave-trade from verse 143d to verse 208th is
animated with the true life of genius. The picture of Oppression,

' While she links her impious chain,
And calculates the price of pain ;
Weighs agony in sordid scales,
And marks if death or life prevails,'
is notably executed ...
“ The characters and manners of the dealer in the infernal

traffic is well done, though a horrid picture. ... The description of
the captive wretch when he arrives in the West Indies is carried

on with equal spirit. The thought that the oppressor's sorrow on
seeing the slave pine is like the butcher's regret when his destined

lamb dies a natural death is exceedingly fine." 50 Miss Williams
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was much pleased with Burns' commendation, for in her reply
she said that “ a much less portion of applause from him would
have been gratifying.” 51
Burns himself wrote a poem , " The Slave's Lament,” which
I quote in its entirety :
It was in sweet Senegal that my foes did me enthral,
For the lands of Virginia, 0 ;

Torn from that lovely shore, and must never see it more,
And also I am weary , weary , O !

All on that charming coast is no bitter snow or frost,
Like the lands of Virginia, 0 ;
There streams forever flow , and there flowers forever blow ,
And also I am weary , weary , O !
The burden I must bear, while the cruel scourge I fear,

In the lands of Virginia, 0 ;
And I think on friends most dear, with the bitter, bitter tear,
And alas I am weary , weary , 0 !' 52

The realist and minister, Crabbe, a contemporary of Burns, in

the poem “ Woman ” utilizes an incident from Mungo Park's
Travels that made a strong appeal to romantic sympathizers with
the Negro. The incident referred to is about the kindness of some
African women , who, finding the white traveler in distress and
need, administered to his wants and thus won his never -dying

gratitude.
Place the White Man on Africk's coast,

Whose swarthy sons in blood delight,
Who of their scorn to Europe boast,

And paint their very daemons white.
There while the sterner sex disdains

To soothe the woes, they cannot feel,
Woman will strive to heal his pains,

And weep for those she cannot heal :
Here is warm Pity's sacred glow ;
From all her stores, she bears a part,

And bids the spring of Hope reflow ,
That languished in the fainting heart.58
One of the most popular poems on the Negro in eighteenth

century England was The Dying Negro by Thomas Day and
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Joseph L. Bicknell, which after its first appearance in 1773 went
through several editions. It came out at a time when public opinion
was aroused in favor of the slave as a result of the Mansfield de

cision of 1772. The poem also represents a popular motif, that of
the dying slave who prefers death by suicide to a life of dishonor

and unhappiness. In June, 1773, Day and his schoolmate read the
following article in a newspaper : " A Black, who a few days before
ran away from his master, and got himself christened , with intent
to marry his fellow -servant, a white woman, being taken, and sent
on board the Captain's ship in the Thames ; took an opportunity of

shooting himself through the head. ” 54 Impelled by indignation,
Day and Bicknell collaborated in writing a poem, The Dying
Negro, a Poetical Epistle Supposed to be written by a Black, ( who
lately shot himself on board a vessel in the river Thames ) ; to his

intended wife. Of this poem 161 lines were written by Bicknell,
and 146 by Day. In the edition of 1793 there appears a long dedi
cation to Rousseau " whose virtue is as unequalled as his genius,

and whose life is a nobler pattern of imitation than his writ
ings.

Day also acknowledged his indebtedness to Rousseau

from whom “ the humanity and freedom ” of sentiments expressed
are derived.56

The poem itself is the epistle which the slave is supposed to
write to his intended wife just before he dies. It begins :
Arm'd with thy sad last gift — the power to die !
Thy shafts, stern Fortune, now I can defy ;
Thy dreadful mercy points at length the shore ;
57
Where all is peace, and men are slaves no more.
Then follows the usual subject matter : the happiness and innocence

of the native Africans, the appearance of the hypocritical white
men, who under false pretenses accept the hospitality of the un
suspecting natives, the treachery, theft, and slaughter of the
Africans, the journey on the slave ship , and the ensuing misery.
On the brink of death the speaker is moved by only one regret,
that he will be unable to soothe the grief of his beauteous “ bride ”
when she learns of his death ::

Yet let thy tears bedew a wretch's grave,
Whom Fate forbade thy tenderness to save.

Receive these sighs — to thee my soul I breathe ,
Fond love in dying groans is all I can bequeath ,68
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Gignilliat points out the similarity between this poem and the
framework of Thomas Gray's " The Bard ” : in both poems “ a lib

erty-loving man denounces tyranny, prophesies the destruction of
the tyrant, and then kills himself. ' 59

Day at his home in Lichfield associated with a small group of
men including Erasmus Darwin , W. Seward, James Watt, Richard
Lovell Edgeworth, alike in their sympathy with new ideas in politics

and education.60 The liberal attitude of this group no doubt had
its influence upon Day, who in all his writings acknowledged free
dom of the human individual. Darwin , as we shall see later, at
tacked slavery in his poem The Botanic Garden. Furthermore,
Day was very friendly with John Laurens of South Carolina.
Through him he came into close touch with the problems of Ameri
can independence and American slavery.61 When the War of In

dependence began, Day was sympathetic with the Americans; but
his sympathy changed to indignation when he found that the
Americans had no intention of freeing their slaves while they were
clamoring for freedom for themselves. Through Laurens, Day met

a Southern slave owner, who wrote him later for his opinion on the
owning of slaves. Day, accordingly, in 1776 wrote a “ Letter " at
the request of an American gentleman who “ professed an inten
tion of restoring all his own [Negroes] to liberty, could he be con
vinced that duty required the sacrifice . '' 62 Day argues that the
whole human race has an indefeasible claim " to right and justice,

and that compulsory subjection of the weak by the strong is fatal
to both . Those who subject their fellowmen to slavery, which be

reaves its subjects of everything worthwhile, are more detestable
than robbers, who merely invade, and assassins, who take lives. Al
though the American does not go to Africa himself to buy or steal,
he is a partner in the crimes of those who do go there to buy and

steal. Day's friends were so pleased with this letter that they
urged him to publish it ; hence, it appeared in 1784 in both England
and America. The letter was published also with the 1793 edition
of “ The Dying Negro. "
William Lisle Bowles was also attracted to the “ dying" Negro.

In his poem, “ The Dying Slave,” companions surround a slave
about to die, comforting him with the thought that soon he will
be beyond the reach of the tyrant's power and will enjoy the com
fort of his loved ones in his native land . He is urged to give to

friends in the other world the message that his companions, left
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on this earth to continue their “ work of woe, ” anticipate with
eagerness the time when they can follow him in death.63 Another
poem , “ The Spirit of Discovery, " presents an Angel of Destruc

tion revealing to Noah in a dream the baleful consequences of the

discovery of America and the slave trade. The slave ship, favorite
property in anti-slavery literature, is described very vividly. Then
Another scene appears : the naked slave
Writhes to the bloody
lash ; but more to view
64

Nature forbad ..

Section 11 - Miscellaneous Prose Writers : the Clergyman , the Nov

elist, the Letterwriter, the Historian, and the Philosopher;
Johnson and His Circle ; the Dramatist.
The founder of Methodism , John Wesley, was a staunch cru
sader against slavery. In 1735 he and his brother Charles went to

Georgia as missionaries while James Oglethorpe was governor. His
experiences with the Negroes in America are mentioned in many
passages in his journal and letters. In 1736 Wesley's protests

against the injustices and abuses perpetrated on the Negroes in
Carolina, Georgia, and Florida incurred much animosity.85

Al

though there were no slaves at this time in Georgia since the Trus
tees would not countenance slavery, there was what Wesley calls
a system of self-apprenticeship or self-hiring out over a period of
years, which the Trustees, were powerless to prevent. Unlike
Whitefield, Wesley courageously upheld the Trustees in their con
demnation of slavery. An entry for August 20, 1736, shows that

he had read “ The Negro's Advocate. " To him the spiritual and
intellectual condition of the Negro was a matter of deep concern .
In America he spoke frequently to the Negroes about their salva
tion and was impressed with their willingness to respond.66 An

entry under “ Sunday 29" for June 29, 1740, shows that he had
collected money for a Negro school.67
When Wesley returned to England, his interest in the Ameri

can Negro did not wane. He was particularly pleased to receive
letters from a friend and minister, Samuel Davis, concerning

progress in promoting the conversion of many slaves in Virginia.
Davis writes of their joy and gratitude for receiving the Psalms
and Hymns sent to them from England. So intense was their de

light that in many instances they would pass whole nights in sing
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ing hymns of praise. He cannot help observing that the Negroes,

“ above all of the human species I ever knew, have the nicest ear
for music.” 68 In January, 1758, we see Wesley preaching in
Wandworth , England, at the home of a Mr. Gilbert. On this oc
casion two Negroes and a mulatto seemed deeply impressed.69 In
December, 1758, he baptized two Negroes belonging to Mr. Gilbert,
one of whom was the first African Christian he had known.70

When he preached at Whitehaven in May, 1780, he was pleased
at the excellent testimony given by a Negro woman. Her speech was
so refined and showed such a choice selection of words as he had

never “ heard, either in England or America ” from any “ Negro
speaker (man or woman ) before.'71 In February, 1788, he preached
on slavery to a crowded house. 72

Sixteen years before, Wesley had written February 11 , 1772,
that he had read Sterne's Sentimental Journey, which he con
demned for its oddity and uncouthness.73 Unlike this book is

another one published by a Quaker “ on that execrable sum of all
villainies, commonly called the Slave-trade.” Wesley says, “ I read
of nothing like it in the heathen world , whether ancient or modern ;

and it infinitely exceeds, in every instance of barbarity, whatever
Christian slaves suffer in Mahometan countries. ” 74

The letters of Wesley afford further glimpses of his humani
tarian interest in the slave. He wrote letters of encouragement

to English abolitionists and sent contributions to periodicals, which,
certainly , must have molded public opinion in favour of the Negro.
For example, he sent in 1774 to the Monthly Review a letter with
two clippings from newspapers of Virginia and North Carolina.
These clippings were advertisements of runaway slaves. One owner
offered as a reward a certain amount for the head severed from

the bodies and less if the Negro should be brought home alive.75
In November, 1783, Wesley wrote to Captain Richard Williams,
who had sent him some lines on slavery, “ I think the lines on

Slavery will do well ! They are both sensible and poetical." 76
Again in December Wesley wrote him that he was sending the
poem to the General Post, a Bristol newspaper.77 When the Aboli
tion Committee met in August and October, 1787, Wesley sent
letters of encouragement.78 He wrote Granville Sharp October 11 ,
1787, a letter expressing his perfect detestation of the horrid
Slave Trade

and recommending a more honorable " means of

securing information than the hiring and paying of informers
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79

and commends him and his “ glorious Cause" to God . ' By No
vember 24 , 1787, Wesley had printed a large edition of Thoughts

on Slavery and sent copies to every section in England. Though
he expected much opposition from slave -holders and slave
merchants, he was not discouraged ; for God is mightier than they.80

His fervor is again manifest in a letter to Henry Moore from Bristol
in March , 1790, when he stated that he would do anything in his

power “ toward the extirpation of that trade which is a scandal
not only to Christianity but humanity. " 81
Wesley's famous letter to Wilberforce was probably OC
casioned by his reading of the life of Gustavus Vassa. He records
in his Journal for February 23, 1791,82 that he has read Gustavus

Vassa. In the letter to Wilberforce, February 24, 1791, he emboldens
him, “ Go on, in the name of God and in the power of His might,
till even American slavery (the vilest that ever saw the sun )

shall vanish away before it. ” In the same letter he refers to a
“ tract wrote by a poor African, " who states that in the colonies
the oath of a black placed against that of a white is of no im
port.83

The essay, Thoughts upon Slavery, which Wesley mentions fre
quently in his letters, was first published in 1774. Much of the
information was secured from Thomas Philip's account of a voyage

to Guinea and accounts of other travellers. This protest closes
with a prayer that God may heed the cries of the slaves :
The servile progeny of Ham
Seize as the purchase of thy blood !
Let all the heathen know thy name:

From idols to the living God
The dark Americans convert,
And shine in every pagan heart! 84
John Wesley's brother, Charles, was also interested in the

Negro's cause. In describing a visit to Charleston, South Carolina,
he mentions his pain on beholding the cruelty inflicted upon Negro
slaves and the indifference of the government. A criminal must pay

7£ Sterling for his offence; and if he informs against himself, only
half. Charles indicts the countenance of this fact on the part of the

government as " a public act to indemnify murder. " 85 “ It were
endless, " he continues, " to recount all the shocking instances of
diabolical cruelty which these men ( as they call themselves) daily
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practice upon their fellow creatures, and that on the most trivial
7 86

occasions.

Another minister, John Newton , friend of Cowper, had en
gaged for many years in the slave trade without ever having the

least doubt about its lawfulness. On the contrary, he was satisfied
that it was the destiny that God had designed for him.87 Reforming,
he became its most bitter opponent voicing his hostility in his
Thoughts upon the African Slave Trade, where he characterizes
the traffic as iniquitous, cruel, oppressive, and destructive.88 Three

thousand copies of this work were printed and distributed by the
Abolition Society.89

1

The clergyman, James Ramsay, who had spent over nine

teen years on the island of St. Christopher, was well qualified
to proclaim the evils of slavery. Between 1784 and 1789, when
vicar of Teston in Kent, he published many works attacking slavery.
Two of his best known works were published in 1784, entitled Effects

of Putting a Stop to the African Slave Trade and of Granting
Liberty to Slaves in the British Sugar Colonies and Essay on the
Treatment and Conversion of African Slaves in the British Sugar

Colonies. Ramsay exposes the misery and injustice that attend the
lives of Negro slaves and the difficulties of teaching them in their

present state. It is his sincere belief that Freedom and religious

instruction would be of the utmost advantage not only to them
but also to their masters.

In 1766 Bishop Warburton delivered a

plea for the African slave before the Society for the Propagation
of the Gospel. Another fellow clergyman, Bishop Porteus, merits
consideration because of his urgent desire to see the conversion
and civilization of Negroes in the West Indies. He proposed to the

Society for the Propagation of the Gospel that it inaugurate a sys
tem of religious instruction on its estate in Barbadoes. After four
hours of deliberation the plan was rejected, a step which caused
considerable disappointment to Porteus. It was incredible to him
that a society having for its avowed purpose the preaching of the
gospel should " present to the astonished world the disgraceful

and unaccountable phenomenon of refusing ” to diffuse the bless
ings of Christianity among the Negro slaves. Another source of
disappointment was the reluctance of the planters to join with him
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in his efforts to give the Negroes religious instructions." Porteus,
however, did live long enough to see part of his desire fulfilled in
the abolition of the slave - trade in 1807 .

Dr. William Paley, minister and economist, defined slavery
as " an obligation to labour for the benefit of the master, without

the contract or consent of the servant.” 91 Such an obligation may
arise from three causes : crimes, captivity, and debt, not one of
which justifies the African slave trade. Paley sets forth reasons
why the trade is unjustifiable: it violates right, causes hardships
in the separation of members of families, entails grief in the trans
portation on slave-ships to settlements, and means subjection to

a merciless and tyrannical system.º2 While archdeacon of Carlisle,
Paley made in 1792 a speech in which he deplores the evils of the
slave trade. The recent revolution in St. Domingo is explained on
the grounds that a slave is ever alert for the opportunity to obtain
freedom . If the humane treatment accorded servants in England
could be used in the case of slaves, there would be no slave in
surrections in the West Indies. 93

The sermons of Gilbert Wakefield show the inconsistency of

the slave trade and the profession of Christians whose religion em
phasizes principles of love and mercy . In his memoirs he repre
hends the conduct of the House of Commons in not abolishing the
slave trade.94 Very ably does he refute the usual arguments ad
vanced in favour of this horrid traffic .

To substantiate his argu

ments, he uses part of Roscoe's “ Mount Pleasant, ” a poem written
against the slave trade. On September 2, 1783, he writes to the Rev.

erend Mr. Gregory, “ I am glad that you are going to write upon the
Slave - Trade; as I am persuaded that we shall never prosper as a
nation until that execrable traffic be abolished, which is conducted

with circumstances of barbarity to be sought in vain among the
records of Pagan abominations. ” 96

Bishop Richard Mant, curate of Buriton in Hampshire, pub
lished in 1806 a volume of poems which was followed in 1807 by an

“ Appendix ” containing “ The Slave" and other poems. “ The
Slave” is dedicated to Wilberforce, who deserves respect and
veneration for his efforts to abolish the iniquitous slave traffic .
This tribute in verse cannot add to the reward and fame of Wilber

force, who cares not for human praise but for the approval of
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God's ‘ Well done ' ; yet it is meet to pay tribute to one who has
long laboured to save

Britannia's crown from foul oppression's stain
His country's friend, and patron of the slave.97
Zimao, the African (second edition, 1807 ) is a translation by the
Reverend Weeden Butler of the story of a young man of twenty
two who often leads the slaves to rebel against their masters. He

relates a moving tale of the luring of himself and his companions to
a slave-ship under false pretences, of the cruel separation from his
loved one, and of their eventual reconciliation .

Compassion for the Negro in the clergyman and novelist,
Laurence Sterne, may be regarded as a legitimate outgrowth of
that sentimentalism for which he is noted. There is in Tristram

Shandy ( 1760-1767 ) an account of a Negro girl, which because of
its pathos, wit, and sentimentalism caused, according to Clarkson,
98

many people to adopt a favorable attitude toward the Negroes.
The passage to which Clarkson refers reads :
“ When Tom, an ' please your Honour, got to the shop, there was

nobody in it but a poor Negro girl, with a bunch of white feathers
slightly tied to the end of a long cane, flapping away flies — not
killing them . - 'Tis a pretty picture ! said my Uncle Toby ; - she
had suffered persecution, Trim, and had learnt mercy . - She was
good, an ' please your Honour, from nature, as well as from hard

ships ; and there are circumstances in the story of that poor friend
less slut, that would melt a heart of stone, said Trim ; ...
... A Negro has a soul! an ' please your Honour, said the Corporal
(doubtingly ) -- I am not much versed, Corporal, of that kind ; but

I suppose God would not leave him without one, any more than
It would be putting one sadly over the head of
another, quoth the Corporal. —- It would so, said my Uncle Toby. Why then , an ' please your Honour, is a black wench to be used
worse than a white one ?-I can give no reason, said my Uncle Toby.
thee or me.

>

Only, cried the Corporal, shaking his head, because she has no
one to stand up for her. — ' Tis that very thing, Trim , quoth my
Uncle Toby, --which recommends her to protection, and her brethren
with her ; 'tis the fortune of war which has put the whip into our
hands now :—where it may be hereafter, Heaven knows !—but be it
where it will, the brave, Trim , will not use it unkindly . — God

forbid ! said the Corporal — Amen ! responded my Uncle Toby, lay
ing his hand upon his heart. ...99
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In A Sentimental Journey through France and Italy, Sterne
tells us that one day as he perceived the vain attempt of a starling
to get out of his cage, he was reminded of the bitter draught of
slavery and of the millions of his “ fellow creatures born to no in
heritance but slavery . ” 100 In his imagination he pictured a man in
confinement so vividly that he burst into tears.101

Equally interesting is the correspondence between Ignatius
Sancho, a Negro, and Sterne. A letter of the former reads :
Reverend Sir :-It would be an insult on your humanity ( or, per

haps, look like it ) to apologize, for the liberty I am taking. - I am
one of those people whom the vulgar and illiterate call Negroes.

The first part of my life was rather unlucky, as I was placed in
a family who judged ignorance the best and only security for

obedience.- A little reading and writing ΙI got by unwearied appli
cation . — The latter part of my life has been, through God's bless
ing, truly fortunate, having spent it in the service of one of the
best and greatest families in the kingdom . - My chief pleasure has
been books :-Philanthropy I adore. ... Your sermons have touched
me to the heart, and, I hope, have amended it; which brings me to

the point. - In your tenth discourse, is this very affecting passage:
'Consider how great a part of our species, in all ages down to this,
have been trod under the feet of cruel and capricious tyrants, who
would neither hear their cries, nor pity their distresses. — Consider
slavery ,—what it is , —how bitter a draught, and how many mil

lions are made to drink of it ! ' Of all my favorite authors, not one
has drawn a tear in favour of my miserable black brethren ,-ex
cepting yourself, and the humane author of Sir Geo. Ellison.—I
think you will forgive me; I am sure you will applaud me for be
seeching you to give one half-hour's attention to slavery, as it is
this day practiced in our West Indies.—That subject, handled in
your striking manner, would ease the yoke ( perhaps) of many :

but if only one,-gracious God ! What a feast to a benevolent
heart! ... Alas! you cannot refuse - Humanity must comply in
which hope I beg permission to subscribe myself, reverend sir, etc.
I. S.102

The sermon to which Sancho refers is entitled “ Job's Account
of the Shortness and Troubles of Life Considered . ” 103 Sterne's

answer to Sancho is given in its entirety :
From Mr. Sterne to Ignatius Sancho
Coxwould , July 27, 1766.
There is a strange coincidence, Sancho, in the little events ( as well
as in the great ones ) of this world ; for I had been writing a tender
tale of the sorrows of a friendless poor Negro -girl; and my eyes had
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scarce done smarting with it, when your letter of recommendation ,
in behalf of so many of her brethren and sisters came to me :-but
why her brethren , or yours, Sancho ! any more than mine ! It is by
the finest tints, and most sensible gradations, that nature descends
from the fairest face about St. James's to the sootiest complexion
in Africa.—At which tint of these is it, that the ties of blood are
to cease ? and how many shades must we descend lower still in the
scale ere mercy is to vanish with them ! But 'tis no uncommon thing,
my good Sancho, for one-half of the world to use the other half
of it like brutes, and then endeavour to make 'em so . — For my own
part, I never look westward ( when I am in a pensive mood at least ),
but I think of the burthens which our brothers and sisters are there

carrying ; and could I ease their shoulders from one ounce of them,
I declare I would set out this hour upon a pilgrimage to Mecca for

their sakes :—which , by the by, Sancho, exceeds your walk of ten
miles in about the same proportion that a visit of humanity should
one of mere form . However, if you meant my Uncle Toby, more is
he your

debtor . - If I can weave the tale I have wrote into the work

I am about, — 'tis at the service of the afflicted ,—and a much
greater matter : for in serious truth it casts a sad shade upon the
-

world , that so great a part of it are, and have been so long, bound
in chains and darkness, and in chains of misery ; and I cannot but
both respect and felicitate you, that, by so much laudable diligence
you have broke the one; and that by falling into the hands of so

good and merciful a family, Providence has rescued you from the
other.

And so , good -hearted Sancho, adieu ! and believe me, I will
not forget your letter . - Yours,

L. STERNE. 104

A disciple of Sterne, Henry MacKenzie, wrote a novel of
social philanthropy in Julia de Roubigné ( 1777 ) , which, Thomp
son says, represents the increasing impetus of the humanitarian at
titude against slavery.105 Savillon, beloved by Julia, writes to his

friend Beauvaris relating his humane experiments in freeing his
slaves; he says, “ Habit, the tyrant of nature and reason , is deaf
to the voice of either; here she stifles humanity, and debases>>the
106
>

species ;-for the master of slaves has seldom the soul of a man .

Some years later in 1808 MacKenzie, like the " Lost Leader ,” re
pudiated his humanitarianism exhibited in this novel as the “ mo
mentary ebullition of romantic humanity " and announced his lack
of sympathy with the abolition movement.107
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There appeared in 1787 by a physician, Dr. John Moore,
Zeluco, a novel, the purpose of which was to depict the misery
which ensues from vice.108 The editors of Mooriana state that Moore

“ declared himself a foe to the slavery that prevails in our colonies ;
but, far different from those blind enthusiasts, who in a neighboring
country have called themselves the friends of the blacks, he has only

implored for them protecting laws, and wisely advised not their
sudden but their gradual emancipation .” 109 The following re
marks accurately represent Moore's views on slavery. A West

Indian planter remarked in company that Negroes were inferior to
the whites. A gentleman present replied, “ I will allow that their
hair is short, and ours long, that their nose is flat and ours raised,

that their skin is black and ours white ; yet after all these con
cessions, I still have my doubts respecting our rights to make them

slaves . "' 110 Zeluco affords Moore ample opportunity to arouse dis
gust in the reader for the cruel slave-master, Zeluco, and the

institution of slavery in general. It is Moore's belief that uncon
trolled power by slave-holders affects both slave and master for
the worse in that it makes the slave more wretched and the master

more brutally cruel.111
We have already seen that the dying Negro was a favorite

character in anti-slavery literature. He appears in Zeluco in the
half pathetic and half humorous story of Hanna, who according
to a soldier had a soul “ whiter than a skinned potato. » 112 Moore
was also familiar with Helen Maria Williams' poem on “ Slavery , '
which Burns highly praised . The following lines from her poem
precede Chapter XVIII of Zeluco :
Ye who one bitter drop have drain'd .
From slav'ry's cup, with horror stain'd ;

Oh, let no fatal dregs be found,
But dash her chalice to the ground.113
A novel by Robert Bage called Berkeley Hall, or the Pupil of

Experience ( 1796 ) contains a noble picture of Sancho, the old
Negro servant. I am indebted to Lois Whitney's portrayal of
Sancho since the book is, as Miss Whitney informs us, difficult to
get. She says, “ Of all the fictional Negroes that I have run across,
he is the most ingenious in thinking up ways to sacrifice himself
for the good of his master and his friends. When Tim declared his
intention of staking his own life on the rescue of his friend, and

32

THE NEGRO IN ENGLISH ROMANTIC THOUGHT

proposed that if the worst came to the worst they should have
Sancho kill them painlessly before the Indians had a chance to
torture them to death, Sancho, almost driven crazy by the pro
posal, rushed to the council of Indians and offered himself as the
victim in place of Dr. Sourby. ' I am young and brave : I will meet

death like you ; but the poor old white friend of ours has lived
softly, always like a woman ; he is good for head -work , but cannot

be an acceptable offering to the heroes. They triumph not in the
slaughter of the lamb or a goat, but in the death of the tiger, the
bear, or the lion. Look at these scars ( shewing his face and breast ),

and let me be the victim to your departed warriors. I killed them ;
he kills nothing but mosquitoes or butterflies'.” This noble pro
posal of Sancho's impresses the Indians so favorably that they de
cide to spare Sancho's “ black blood .” 114

Two years after the publication of this work there appeared
George Cumberland's The Captive of the Castle of Sennaar ( 1798 )
in which an African Negro, a Caafra, with other black people, is
portrayed in a kindly light. Carter G. Woodson gives an adequate
summary of this book in an informative magazine article, “ Some
Attitudes in English Literature. " 115

Two famous letter -writers of the eighteenth century, Chester
field and Walpole, also exhibit the humanitarian attitude toward
the Negro. Lord Chesterfield writes in August, 1728, to Mrs.
Howard, “ You must know then that last Sunday I treated the
people here with an English christening in my chapel of a Black

a -Moor boy that I have, having had him first instructed fully in the
Christian faith by my chaplain, and examined by myself. The be
haviour of the young Christian was decent and exemplary, and he

renounced his likeness with great devotion, to > )the
infinite edifica
116
tion of a very numerous audience of both sexes.
The writer of one of the most popular Gothic romances of the

century, The Castle of Otranto, was Horace Walpole. His interest
in medieval castles, falling skeletons, mysterious subterranean pass
ages, ghosts, and other figments of the imagination did not prevent

his practical nature from realizing the atrocities of the slave sys
tem. He writes Horace Mann, February 25, 1750 : “ We have been
sitting this fortnight on the African Company : we, the British
Senate, that temple of liberty, and bulwark of Protestant Chris

tianity, have this fortnight been pondering methods to make more
effectual that horrid traffic of selling Negroes. It has appeared to
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us that six - and -forty thousand of these wretches are sold every
year to our plantations alone !—It chills one's blood . I would not

have to say that I voted in it for the continent of America !” 117
Note the sarcasm in a letter of July 9, 1754, to Richard Bentley,
" I was reading t'other day the Life of Colonel Codrington ( 1668
1710) who founded the library at All Souls : he left a large estate
for the propagation of the Gospel, and ordered that three hundred

Negroes should constantly be employed upon it. Did one ever hear
a more truly Christian charity, than keeping up a perpetuity of
three hundred slaves to look after the Gospel's estate ? How could
one intend a religious legacy, and miss the disposition of that estate

for delivering three hundred Negroes from the most shocking slav
ery imaginable ?

Must devotion be twisted into the unfeeling

interests of trade?' 118

Eighteen years later on December 22, 1772, he writes Sir

Horace Mann , “ Would you believe, I read that epithet [disaffected ]
the other day in a Portuguese relation of a mutiny among their
Negroes in the Brazils. Hacked, hewed, lamed, maimed, tortured,
worked to death , poor Africans do not love their masters! Oh

Tyranny, thy name should henceforth be Impudence!” 119 Wal
pole's condemnation of slavery is further seen in a letter of

February 14, 1774, to the Reverend William Mason, who, as we have
seen, likewise condemned slavery : “ If all the black slaves were in

rebellion, I should have no doubt in choosing my side, but I scarce
wish perfect freedom to merchants who are the bloodiest of all
tyrants. I should think the souls of the Africans would sit heavy on
the swords of the Americans." 120 Fourteen years later on Septem

ber 22, 1788, he writes Hannah More that he has never heard of
one Jesuit making a missionary trip to Asia or Africa on the

errand of liberty though the Jesuits travel to other places “ to
propagate their religion and traffic ." 121 In another letter to Miss

More, September, 1789, he characterizes the slave traffic as

“ horrid .” 122 Writing to her again on November 4, 1789, he wonders
whether Wilberforce can effect the enfranchisement of the Negroes

already started in France. “ The Jews are claiming their natural
rights there ; and blacks are certainly not so great defaulters as

the Hebrews, though they too have undergone ample persecu
tions . "' 123 In a letter to Miss Mary Berry , April 23, 1791, he
compares the House of Commons in England with the National
Assembly in France : " The abolition of the slave trade has been
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rejected by the House of Commons, though Mr. Pitt and Mr. Fox
united earnestly to carry it : but commerce chinked its purse, and
that sound is generally prevalent with the majority ; and hu

manity's tears, and eloquence's figures and arguments, had no more
effect than on those patrons of liberty, the National Assembly in
France; who, while they proclaim the rights of men, did not
choose to admit the sable moiety of mankind to a participation of
those benefits .” 124 Anna Letitia Barbauld, whom Walpole dis
liked and referred to as Deborah 125 was regarded as hypocritical
in her attitude toward the slaves in contrast to Hannah More

whose “ compassion for the poor blacks” was sincere and genuine.126
The skeptic David Hume argues from an economic standpoint
against slavery in his essay , “ Of the Populousness of Ancient Na

tions." He reasons : “ It is computed in the West Indies that a
stock of slaves grow worse five per cent every year, unless new slaves
be brought to recruit them . They are not able to keep up their

number, even in those warm countries, where cloaths and provisions
are so easily got. How much more must this happen in European

countries, and in or near great cities ! I shall add, that, from the
experience of our planters, slavery is as little advantageous to the
master as to the slave, wherever hired servants can be procured.
A man is obliged to cloath and feed his slave ; and he does no more
for his servant. The price of the first purchase is, therefore, so
much loss to him : not to mention , that the fear of punishment will
never draw so much labour from a slave, as the dread of being

turned off and not getting another service, will from a freeman." 127
The same kind of argument is advanced by Adam Smith,
political economist, when he says that work by slaves is much dearer
than that by freemen. Smith argues, “ A person who can acquire

no property, can have no interest but to eat as much, and to labour
as little as possible. Whatever work he does beyond what is suffi
cient to purchase his own maintenance can be squeezed out of him
" > 128

by violence only, and not by any interest of his own .
William Robertson, historian and Presbyterian minister, in his
History of America ( 1777, 1796 ) opposes slavery on the grounds
that it is inconsistent with the principle of Christianity.129 His

work, popular in both England and America, exerted considerable
influence in molding anti- slavery opinion .
James Beattie, Professor of Moral Philosophy at Aberdeen ,
well known as author of The Minstrel, attacks the skepticism of
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Hume in the Essay on Truth; yet like Hume he opposes slavery.
Here Beattie refutes the argument that the whites are superior
to Negroes and all other species of men. He says that two thousand
years ago the inhabitants of Great Britain and France were just
as uncivilized as those of America and Africa of his day. “ And one
may say of an infant that he can never become a man, as of a
nation now barbarous, that it never can be civilized.130 History

proves that the ancient Peruvians and Africans were men of
genius.181 It is just as reasonable to consider “ a private European
of inferior species, because he has not raised himself to the con
dition of royalty , " as it is to expect a Negro slave who has never
been taught to read or write to become a genius.182 The essay

ends with this appeal, “ Let it never be said, that slavery is
countenanced by the bravest and most generous people on earth ;

by a people who are animated with that heroic passion and love of
liberty, beyond all nations ancient or modern . .

133

In 1788 when Wilberforce was about to bring in a motion be
fore the House of Commons against the African Slave Trade, the
Society Founded for the Abolition of Slavery appointed various
committees to prepare petitions to be presented to Parliament.
Beattie received two applications, one by Dr. Percival of the Man
chester Committee seeking the aid and cooperation of the universi

ties and colleges of Scotland " 134 and another by one “ Africanus,"
stating that since “ no body of men in Scotland seems to have taken

any steps such as many have done in England to petition the House
of Legislature against the Slave Trade," the writer is emboldened to
ask this request especially because of the just detestation of slavery

shown by Beattie in his Essay on Truth . Complying with this re
quest, Beattie prepared the petition and sent it to the House of
Commons. 135

We have no doubt that Beattie did his utmost to

enlist the aid of his colleagues and to promote by public discussions
in his classes an interest among the youth of his time in the Negro .

The same frankness displayed in the Essay on Truth is seen in
his Elements of Moral Science. Speaking of the disadvantages
under which the slaves have suffered, Beattie reasons “ that slavery
is inconsistent with the dearest and most essential rights of man's

nature; that it is detrimental to virtue and industry ; that it hardens
the heart to those tender sympathies which form the most lovely

part of the human character ; that it involves the innocent in hopeless
misery, in order to procure wealth and pleasure for the authors of
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that misery ; that it seeks to degrade into brutes, beings whom the
Lord of heaven and earth endowed with rational souls, and created

for immortality ; in short, that it is utterly repugnant to every
principle of reason, religion, humanity, and conscience. Like many

of the abolitionists, Beattie favours the gradual, not sudden dis
continuance of slavery.136
The same arguments as Addison and Defoe offered in the first
part of the century are continued by Beattie when he says that

much good can be accomplished if the planters would treat the
slaves as rational beings and accord them kind treatment.137
Ten years before in 1788 Beattie had written a paper on
slavery, which he now started to revise for publication at the re

quest of the Bishop of London. Because of ill health, however, he
was unable to comply with this request. “ The truth is,” he writes,

“ I have been collecting materials on that subject for upwards of
twenty -five years ; and, as far as my poor voice could be heard, have

laboured in pleading the cause of the poor Africans. This, at least,
I can say with truth , that many of my pupils have gone to the
West Indies, and I trust have carried my principles with them, and
exemplified those principles in their conduct to their unfortunate
brethren ." 138
Jeremy Bentham, theorist of political and penal law , shows a
similar hostility to slavery. In the Principles of Morals and Legisla
tion he notes his grief at the reduction of the slaves by law in many
places to the same condition as that of the “ inferior races of
ܙܙ

animals ” in England.139 In the second chapter entitled “ Of
Slavery ” of Part III, Principles of the Civil Code, he lucidly por
trays the vast difference between the ancient slave at Athens and

the Negro slave in America to the marked disadvantage of the
latter, and reasons that if there could be one slave for only one

master, “ the sum of good would be nearly equal to that of evil. "' 140
But since in slavery one master possesses hundreds or thousands of
slaves, the advantage is on the side of one person as against the
disadvantages on the side of a large number. Another argument

against slavery is its influence upon the wealth of nations. “ A
free man produces more than a slave. Set at liberty all the slaves
which a master possesses, this master would, without doubt, lose a
part of his property ; but the slaves, taken together, would produce
not only what he lost, but still more. 9

141

Another argument is
punishment
reduces
that fear of
by the slave
the efficiency of the
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best work of which he is capable. The same note prevails in
Principles of Penal Law. In Chapter XI the author deplores the
severe capital punishment of Negroes in the West Indies. He con

cedes that sugar and coffee are enjoyed much by the Europeans, but
the evils attending the “ keeping three hundred thousand men in
a state in which they cannot be kept but by the terror of such
executions” cannot be counterbalanced by " any considerations of
luxury or enjoyment.” 142
Samuel Johnson and some of the members of his circle, Gold
smith, Burke, and Gibbon cannot be omitted in this discussion . As
early as 1740 when George Washington was a child only eight

years old, Johnson asserted “ the natural right of the Negroes to
liberty and independence." 148 From this time until his death he

vigorously took up the cudgels for the helpless slave. In his review
of Grainger's " Sugar Cane " in the London Chronicle, he disap

proves of the calm and indifferent manner with which Grainger
speaks of the sale of Negroes. 144 When there was in Scotland some
opposition to an Erse translation of the Scriptures, Johnson wrote

to William Drummond that the failure to promote Christianity
even for a day was a crime second only to the practice of the
planters of America, a race of mortals whom , I suppose, no other
man wishes to resemble . " 145

When the Negro Joseph Knight was claiming his liberty in

Scotland, Johnson says that without doubt men in their original
state were equal, and slavery arose by violent compulsion. “ An
individual may , indeed, forfeit his liberty by a crime; but he
cannot by that crime forfeit the liberty of his children . What is
true of a criminal seems true likewise of a captive. A man may
accept from a conquering enemy on condition of perpetual servi
tude; but it is very doubtful whether he can entail that servitude
on his descendants; for no man can stipulate without commission
for another. The condition which he himself accepts, his son or

grandson perhaps would have rejected .” 146 Granting there may be
certain human relationships making slavery necessary, a point
which Johnson adds may more reasonably be denied than affirmed ,
the defendant does not stand in any one of these relations. ...
“ The sum of the argument is this :-No man is by nature the prop
erty of another. The defendant is, therefore, by nature free. The
rights of nature must be some way forfeited before they can be
justly taken away : That the defendant has by any act forfeited
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the rights of nature we require to be proved ; if no proof of such
forfeiture can be given, we doubt not but the justice of the court
?
will declare him free .

147

Boswell relates that Johnson expressed his hatred of slavery
at every opportunity. Once in company with a group of Oxford
men , Johnson offered the toast, " Here's to the next insurrection of

the Negroes in the West Indies.” 148 At the end of Taxation no
Tyranny, Johnson queries how is it that we hear the loudest yelps
for liberty among the drivers of Negroes ? " 149
Johnson was particularly devoted to his Negro servant, Francis

Barber.150 In 1750 Barber was brought from Jamaica to England
and baptized ; in 1752 he entered Johnson's service. Johnson helped
to educate him and thought so highly of him that he took him fre

quently on several travels. At Johnson's death, he was left seventy
pounds a year for support. Mrs. Piozzi writes in one of her letters
that Johnson's old desk, a carpet which she had worked, and an old
silver tea kettle and lamp comprising her “ poor mother's Virgin
establishment” went to the “ Blackamoor. " 151 Barber with his
white wife kept a school after Johnson's death, and one of his

children became a local Methodist preacher. Smith -Dampier relates

that everyone spoke kindly of this servant,152 except Sir John
Hawkins, who attempted unsuccessfully to deprive him of Johnson's
watch .

When Boswell accompanied Johnson to Scotland, Barber, the
" faithful black servant,

was left behind because of additional

expense, and Joseph Ritter, the Bohemian servant of Boswell, went
along instead.153 Boswell writes when Lord Monboddo's black
servant Gory conducted them to the high road on a visit to the
Scottish lord, “ The circumstances of each of them having a black

servant was another point of similarity between Johnson and
Monboddo. I observed how curious it was to see an African in the
north of Scotland, with little or no difference of manners from
those of the natives. Dr. Johnson laughed to see Gory and Joseph

riding together most cordially. “ Those two fellows, ( said he ) ,
one from Africa, the other from Bohemia, seem quite at home." 154

According to Clarkson , Boswell was at first against the slave
trade. At a dinner when some one made the remark that the

Africans were happier after they were carried to the West Indies

as slaves, Boswell observed, “ Be it so . But we have no right to
make people happy against their will." 156 After being a sup
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porter of the cause for four years, for some unknown reason to
Clarkson , Boswell the very next year became hostile to it.156 In
1777, Boswell took issue with Johnson's denunciation of the slave
157

system believing that it was essential to English commerce.
Boswell writes Temple, April 6, 1791, that he was thinking of
curtailing his poem on the slave trade and publishing it just be
fore the issue would come up " on next Wednesday. " Although the
editor states in a note that he believes the poem was never pub
lished , it is likely that the poem Boswell refers to is the one which
appeared in The Gentleman's Magazine ( London, 1791 ) entitled
“ No Abolition of Slavery . ” He says :
Beggars at every corner stand,
With doleful look and trembling hand. ...

Some share with the dogs bones picked from dunghills. One of them
contrasts his lot with that of the Negroes, who, though slaves, are
provided with food, clean clothes, decent lodgings, protection for

wives and children, and at the end of life lie down in peace.158
A famous member of the Johnson circle, Oliver Goldsmith , in
a long didactic poem, “ The Traveller ” ( 1764 ) discourses thus on
happiness :

But where to find that happiest spot below
Who can direct, when all pretend to know 2159

The tenant of the frigid zone boldly declares that happiness is to
be found in his home amid stormy seas and long nights of revelry
and ease while

The naked Negro, panting at the line,
Boasts of his golden sands and palmy wine,
Basks in the glare, or stems the tepid wave,
And thanks his gods for all the good they gave.160
Later in the poem Goldsmith indignantly calls Holland " a land of
tyrants and a den of slaves. " 161 Again he says in an apostrophe to
Freedom :

Each wanton judge new penal statutes draw,
Laws grind the poor, and rich men rule the law ;
The wealth of climes, where savage nations roam ,
Pillag'd from slaves to purchase slaves at home ,
Fear, pity, justice, indignation, start,

Tear off reserve, and bare my swelling heart. . . .162
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The author's compassion, mingled with indignation, is seen further
in a letter " From Hing-po to Lien Chi Altangi, by the way of
Moscow , " in which he speaks of a tyrant's stabbing to the heart a
Christian slave, who had entered an arbour while the tyrant was
entertaining some ladies of the harem. Goldsmith comments, “ Is

this just dealing, Heaven ! to render millions wretched to swell up
the happiness of a few! ... Cannot the powerful of this earth be
happy without our sighs and tears ? Must every luxury of the

great be woven from the calamities of the poor? ” 163
Edward Gibbon writes, May 15, 1790, to his friend Lord

Sheffield, who advocated slavery, “ You have such a knack of turn
ing a nation that I am afraid you will triumph ( perhaps by the
force of argument) over justice and humanity. But do you not
expect to work at Beelzebub's sugar plantations in tender govern
ment of a Negro-driver? ” ' 164

When a motion was carried April 2, 1792, for the gradua)
abolition of the slave trade, Gibbon expressed his indignation in a
letter to Sheffield, “ Sixty thousand blacks are annually embarked

from the coast of Guinea, never to return to their native country,
but they are embarked in chains ; and this constant emigration ...

accuses the guilt of Europe and the weakness of Africa." 165 Again
he termed the slave traffic “ the last abomination of the abominable
slave -trade. " 166

Another famous member of the Johnson circle, Edmund

Burke, offers a solution to the slavery problem in his “ Letter to
the Right Honorable Dundas . . . With a Sketch of the Negro

Code.” He believes that complete abolition of the African trade
is better than “ any scheme of regulation and reform . " 167 An

interesting feature of the Code is Burke's proposal that there
shall be a clerk , either a free Negro or a white man to be qualified

to instruct Negroes in the church catechism and baptise them.168
Schools, hours of labor, living quarters, and other points are dis
cussed in detail.169 With complete impartiality Burke says that

“ offences against a Negro shall be deemed and taken, to all intents
and purposes, as if the same were perpetrated against any of his
majesty's subjects: and the protector of Negroes, on complaint, or
if he shall receive credible information thereof, shall cause an

indictment to be presented for the same; and in case of suspicion
of any murder of a Negro, an inquest by the coroner, or officer

acting as such, shall if practicable, be held into the same. >> 170
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Similarly in “ An Account of the European Settlements in America "
Burke pleads for humane methods of treatment and deplores the
excessive and unceasing labour to which Negroes are subjected .” 171
The Negro and his sufferings appealed to dramatists as well
as to poets, novelists, and historians. In 1696 Thomas Southerne's
Oroonoko, the first dramatic version of Aphra Behn's Oroonoko, ap

peared. The princely bearing and pathetic experiences of Oroonoko,
the royal slave, and his beloved Imoinda were very popular in
eighteenth -century England. There was, however, one city where
Oroonoko was never acted. Mrs. Inchbald writes : “ But could the

ancient Roscius ascend from his grave to personate the hero of
this piece, there is a great mercantile town in England, whose

opulent inhabitants would not permit the play to appear in their
magnificent theatre. The tragedy of ' Oroonoko' is never acted in

Liverpool, for the very reason why it ought to be acted there
oftener than in any other place — The merchants of that great city
acquire their riches by the slave trade." 172 A perusal of John

Dodds ' Thomas Southerne Dramatist will reveal the popularity of
the Negro slave play. In 1759 John Hawkeworth's adaptation of

Oroonoko appeared, and in 1760 two more adaptations. William
Walker's Victorious Love ( 1698 ) , the story of a captive African
king or prince and his white wife, is one of the earliest slave plays
after Southerne's Oroonoko. Dodds mentions further Thomas Har

wood's The Noble Slave ( 1788 ) ; The Negro Slaves ( 1796 ) , an
anonymous English translation of Kotzebue's The Negro Slaves;

Macbaren's one-act play, Negro - Slaves (1799 ) ; and Thomas Mor
ton's three- act musical drama, The Slave, enacted in 1816 at

Covent Garden . The latter is the story of a slave, Gamba, who be
fore his capture had himself sold slaves to the English.173
John O'Keefe about 1766 wrote a play called The Young

Quaker. The following quotation is indicative of the use made of
the stage as a medium for disseminating propaganda against
slavery. The author says, “ I had also a motive for wishing Lewis

to play young Sadboy, my sincere desire that my opinion of the
Slave Trade in two speeches in that comedy, might be spoken on
the boards of the great winter house, particularly on Lewis's bene
fit, when I knew the Theatre would be full. These are the words :
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' Chronicle.- Well, since you're restored to your father's fa
vour, you're welcome to mine, whilst you have fields of tobacco and
droves of Negroes to hoe them .

Reuben Sadboy . — Then, I hold half your favours on a very

loose tenure :-while Liberty is the boast of Englishmen, why should
we still make a sordid traffic of our fellow creatures ?
-No, my good Sir ! on my return to America, every slave of
mine shall be as free as the air he breathes. '

" I wrote the above speeches forty -four years ago : but the chain
has many links, and while clemency and humanity talk , the sable
hand and foot are still galled by the manacle and fetter ! In my
piece of the Basket -Maker are these four lines in the finale :

‘ Hail fellow ! black, yellow ,
Souls are all of one colour.' ” 174

The Negro appears in two comic operas : The Padlock ( 1768 )
by Isaac Bickerstaffe and The Blackamoor Wash'd White by Henry
Bate (acted at Drury Lane, 1776 ) .175 Another play is The Coze

ners ( 1774 ) in which one Mrs. Fleece'em plays a prominent part
by providing brides for prospective grooms. She brings a Negro
girl from America with the intention of marrying her for a large
sum of money to Toby Aircastle, lately come from the country with
his parents.176

Next to Oroonoko, the most popular play in the eighteenth cen
tury was Inkle and Yarico based on Steele's story in Number 11
of the Spectator and brought out in 1781 by George Colman, the

Younger. A young man, Inkle, on route to the Barbados is lost in
an American forest. Yarico, a beautiful savage, befriends him .
With her he escapes to Barbados where he determines to sell her

as a slave. Repenting later, he finally marries her. Very interesting
are the remarks accompanying two editions of this play. D— G
in one edition commends Sir Christopher, who as governor of a slave
island merits the highest praise : “ Let us hope, that this portrait
is not merely ideal. Let us hope, that while some are trampling up
on the sacred rights of justice and liberty, and gorging their bloated
ambition with the blood and bones of their fellowmen , that others

1

are exerting their power and influence to mitigate the sufferings
they cannot suppress. We drink not (as Johnson once did ) 177 to
the next rebellion among the slaves ; but we drink - yea, and heart
ily - to their speedy restoration to the rights and immunities that
belong to every member of the human family . " 178 The moderate
|
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temper and wisdom of these remarks are indicative of an impartial
mind. Equally interesting are Mrs. Inchbald's remarks prefixed to
another edition of Colman's opera. She believes that a play of this
type should remove from Wilberforce his aversions to the theatre

since the doctrine it teaches reaches the very class it should reach ,
“ the gay, the idle, and the dissipated .” The play receives her
praise as being “ the bright forerunner of alleviation to the hard
ships of slavery. ” From her remarks we learn that it had been
played not only in every London theatre but in every theatre of the
kingdom with the same degree of success .” Some of the faults she

mentions are play on words, classical allusions uttered by characters
who could not possibly know about them , and the placing of the
scene at the beginning of the opera in America rather than Africa
where the traffic is really held .”179

The purpose of another play by Colman , The Africans, was to
show that often “ the nobler virtues are more practised among bar
barian tribes than by civilized society ; that the savage heathen,
who wages war to extermination and devours his captives, not un

frequently displays a glorious self-denial, a sublime 180
magnanimity

that with true believers pass for fable and romance.

The play

deals with the separation of Selico and Berissa, two noble Africans,
on their wedding day. After numerous harassing adventures in
which Mandingo warriors, loud yells, raging fires, and fighting pre
dominate, the two are finally united . D—- again expresses

his antipathy to slavery when he says in his “ Remarks” that Col
man has again “ put his axe to the root of the Upas Tree of Slavery;
which to the honour of British humanity, is now grubbed up and

laid prostrate forever !'' 181
Attention may be called to Mr. Hutchinson's The Princess of

Zanfara written to express the “ inhumanity of the Slave-Trade."
It was performed at many of the county theatres. Nichols relates
that when it was sent to Mr. Harris with the hope that it might
be performed in Covent Garden, he sent it back with the remark
188
that it bore too close a resemblance to Oroonoko and The Revenge.18

CHAPTER III

ANTICIPATIONS— (CONT.) LESSER -KNOWN
WRITERS OF THE EIGHTEENTH AND

EARLY NINETEENTH CENTURIES ;
SOME NEGRO PLEADERS OF
THEIR OWN CAUSE

When Steele wrote in the Spectator for March 13 1711, the
story of the villain Inkle, who seduced the Negro princess Jarico, he

probably had no idea of the subsequent appeal of this pathetic tale.
An early example of its influence is William Pattison's " Yarico to

Inkle, An Epistle ” ( 1728 ) , in which Yarico wonders why she has
deserved the hate of the “ dear faithless man .

She recalls his

former tender compassion when he would be seriously affected by
some moving tale of love and would swear eternal allegiance to her.
The poem ends :

And what is truth, if signs like these deceive !
Signs! that might win the wariest to believe. 1

The same story was told by Stephen Duck in 1753 under the title
Avaro to Amanda and by Jerningham as Jarico to Inkle in 1767
with a reprint in 1774.?

The beauty of African women and men is frequently com
mented upon in anti-slavery literature. John Whaley's poem , “ To
a Gentleman in Love with a Negro Woman ” ( 1732 ) , praises an
“ Aethiopian beauty " and thus anticipates a similar poem by James
de la Cour, “ In Laudem Aethiopissae” ( 1778 ) .3 Whaley also wrote
“ On a Young Lady's Weeping at Oroonoko " ( 1732 ) .*
Dr. William Dodd, a very popular and talented minister who
came to a tragic end because of forgery, was another minor writer

evincing early interest in the slave question. His poem , “ The
African Prince, when in England, 1749, to Zara at His Father's
Court,” follows the regular pattern of the slave lament. In Popean

couplets the hero mourns the fate which has separated him from
Zara. He recalls his experiences on the slave ship , his agony, the

death of the slave-dealer, the arrival of the crew in England, and
44
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his subsequent liberation by the king. We are interested in the

fact that the play Oroonoko affected him so much that he was forced
to leave the theatre where it was being presented :

O ! Zara, here, a story like my own,
With mimic skill, in borrow'd names was shown ;

An Indian chief, like me, by fraud betray'd,
And, partner in his woes, an Indian maid .
I can't recall the scene, 'tis pain too great,

And, if recall’d, should shudder to relate.5

Dodd wrote a sentimental companion poem , “ Zara at the Court of
Annamboe, to the African Prince, when in England. " Here Zara
expresses her grief at her lover's parting and voices a prayer for
his return .

Samuel Bowden's “ An Epitaph on a Negro Servant Who Died
at Governor Phipps, at Haywood, near Westbury," ( 1754 ) brings
before us the Negro himself as speaker. The poem opens with an

address to the “ European Vain ” not to mock the colour of his
skin , for Death will blacken him also in the darkness of the grave.
Then appears the familiar motif we saw in Blake's “ The Little

Black Boy," namely, that a black skin may be merely a covering
for a pure, spotless mind. The author continues :

It boots not here, or black or white,
All colours suit the tomb ;

Black guests, and Aethiopian night,
Sit round this funeral room ...

Now that all labour and suffering are past, he looks forward to a
life of freedom and comfort.? A figurative portrayal of similar
suffering is seen in " Patriotism, a Mock Heroic Poem " ( 1765 ) .
Commerce is represented as receiving an acceptable sacrifice in the
flaying of Negro slaves :
The victims dire Religion bade him cull,
All without blemish , all of blackest wool,

All newly bought, all newly flay'd alive,
A hecatomb, of Negro slaves twice five.
He on their reeking muscles, red and blue,
Sharp vinegar, with salt and pepper, threw ;
They writhe with pain convolv'd ...8

The magnanimity of the Negro's disposition is revealed in Sir
Herbert Croft's A Brother's Advice to His Sisters ( 1776 ) in which
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an incident is told about a Negro who despite his poverty assists an
old sailor “ of different complexion , with but one arm and two
wooden legs.

79

The Abbé Raynal's interest in the slave is paid a tribute by

John Bamfylde in a sonnet, “ On the Abbé Raynal's History of the
Establishments in the East and West Indies" ( 1778 ) . Raynal,

“ friend of the wretch," by advocating justice for the slave has not
only enlightened and reformed the age but has also secured ever
lasting fame from the world and the just reward of heaven.10
The story of Edward Rushton is one of noble self-sacrifice for

the Negro slave. Rushton was born at Liverpool, one of the most
flourishing centers of the African trade. As mate on a slave ship he,

naturally kind -hearted, was attracted to a black man, Guamina,
whom he taught to read . Once when the crew was in danger, Gua
mina unselfishly gave up his own life to save Rushton. This gen
erous act did much to predispose Rushton's mind in favour of the
Negroes. As he daily witnessed the horrors of the slave trade, his

indignation was so aroused that he protested against the cruelty
of the whites, at the risk of being accused by his captain of mutiny.
On the way to Dominica the whole cargo of slaves was seized with
the dreaded disease of ophthalmia. When the officers whose duty it
was to treat the Negroes refused to do so, Rushton administered
relief but in so doing contracted the disease himself and eventually
became blind. His blindness, however, did not hinder his efforts to
alleviate the slaves ' condition. In fact, his outspoken condemnation
of the slave trade won him the enmity of the leading merchants of
Liverpool.11 When the indefatigable Clarkson visited Liverpool to
get first hand information about the slave trade, it was Rushton who

gave him significant aid . Clarkson showed his gratitude for this
assistance by naming after Rushton a tributary stream in a fanciful
chart of the abolition of the slave trade. 12

Rushton's opinions on slavery are revealed in a series of three
poems ( 1787 ) entitled “ West Indian Eclogues," dedicated to

Bishop Porteus, also an advocate of liberty for the slave. The first
eclogue recounts the plot of two slaves, Jumba and Adoma, to
foment an insurrection against the whites. The second eclogue dis
plays signs of weakening in Adoma, whom Jumba rebukes for cow
ardice. The third eclogue informs us through the conversation of

two slaves, Congo and Quamina, that the insurrection has failed .
Congo curses the cruel slave masters hoping that the Judge may
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Pour his whole cup of trembling on their soul,
Till they repentant, these foul deeds forego ,
And feel their hearts distressed for others ' woe !13

The tragic fate of Toussaint Louverture appealed to many of the
friends of the Negro. Rushton's " Toussaint to His Troops " is a
clarion call to duty by the brave Haitian soldier.14 In 1797 Rush

ton wrote an " Expostulatory Letter to George Washington , of

Mount Vernon in Virginia on His Continuing to be a Proprietor
of Slaves .”

He writes, “ But it is not to the Commander -in -chief

of the American forces, nor to the President of the United States,

that I have aught to address; my business is with George Washing
ton , of Mount Vernon , in Virginia, a man who, notwithstanding his

hatred of oppression, and his ardent love of liberty, holds at this
moment hundreds of his fellow -beings in a state of abject bondage

Yes! you, who conquered under the banners of freedom ;—you, who
are now the first magistrate of a free people, are ( strange to relate )
a slave-holder.” 15 Washington has succumbed to the vice of the
age, Avarice, and for a few thousand pieces of paltry yellow dirt"
has renounced his future fame and the rewards of virtue.16

The

President showed his displeasure at this uncomplimentary frank
ness by sending the letter back to Rushton in a blank cover. This
letter Rushton published in order that the public might judge fairly
between Washington and himself.
William Roscoe, intimately associated with the activities of

Liverpool like Rushton, was vitally interested in the slave. The
profits from his poem , “ The Wrongs of Africa,” assisted the Society
for the Abolition of the African Slave Trade which was instituted

in London, May, 1787.18 So popular was this poem that it was
translated into German . Another poem , " Mount Pleasant, " writ

ten in 1771 and published in 1787, was just as popular because of
its anti-slavery sentiment. It found its way into many of the Eng
lish and American anti-slavery works. In 1787 Roscoe published
“ A General View of the African Slave Trade, demonstrating its

injustice and impolicy; with hints toward a bill for its abolition .” 19
The Quaker, Mr. Barton, wrote to Roscoe praising him because his

pamphlet “ occasioned a ferment amongst, the African merchants
at Liverpool ; ' and he trusted that it would “ occasion a ferment
among the senators also . ”

On various occasions Roscoe made public speeches in behalf of
the slaves. His poems, as we have seen , were important influences
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against the institution of slavery. On one occasion , July 12, 1792,
he writes a slave captain, Captain William Lane, expressing the
hope that he will accord kind treatment to his slaves. He says,
“ Coolness, vigilance, compassion, attention to the necessities of
all under your charge are essential requisites. Let these never be
forgotten, and let the poor imprisoned African find that in all his
distresses he is not without a friend." 20

Fairchild in The Noble Savage gives the following summary of
Roscoe's poem " The Wrongs of Africa . ' '21 The author shows how

the ' healthful native' passes his time. The Negro rises when he
pleases, takes his bow, and goes out “ to pierce the murderous pard .'
At noon, when the sun is high, he sleeps in the shade. When
evening comes, he returns to the village and takes part in ‘ the mazy
dance .' In his old age he has other resources, for
... when the active labours of the chase

No more delighted, in the shady bower
Idly industrious, sat reclined at ease
The sable artist; to the javelin's shaft,
The ebon staff, or maple goblet, gave

Fantastic decorations; simply carved,
Yet not inelegant .'
Later in the same poem, Roscoe relates the story of Cymbello, the

son of the king of Monsol. As aa child, Cymbello is kept away from
' the flattery of a court

Just as if he were the son of aa romantic

European, the black prince is reared in the woods. His instructor
is the gentle hermit, Matomba, whose black skin does not hide the

traits of the ' good old man ' whom we have met before. Cymbello
is taught to love nature and young Roscoe is a Jacobin — to recog

nize all men as his equals. Advancing to young manhood, he falls
in love with Matomba's daughter, Kiaza.

After he ascends the

throne, with Kiaza as his queen, he begins a reign of great wisdom
and benevolence. But alas, the slave -traders come. On the ship ,
Cymbello leads a revolt, but the rifles of the whites are deadly.
Cymbello and Kiaza are shot down in each other's arms.'

Roscoe, like Day, Bicknell, and Bowles, was attracted to the dy

ing Negro. His poem, “ The African," is a death -song of a slave
Maraton, who plunges from aa slave-ship into the sea to meet his dead
wife Adila in a land where slavery is unknown.22 The abolition
of the African slave trade evoked from Roscoe an " Ode to May ”

( 1807 ) . The poem describes the joy of Africa at the decree thus :
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Africa hears the British voice,

All her thousand realms rejoice !
The sable myriads that abide
By Niger's deep and boundless tide,
And all the palm embower'd hosts
That wander on her tawny coasts,

With shouts of triumph fill their woods,
Their spicy vales, and sacred floods!
Troubled in his mystic bed ,

Nile lifts his dark Egyptian head,
While golden songs, and rapturous fire

Flash from Memnon's ancient lyre ...23

The poet hopes that Britain may always be the champion of the
oppressed and destroyer of the proud.
In 1788 the Reverend John-Newell Puddicombe wrote a “ Poem

to the Rev. Messrs. Ramsay and Clarkson , Granville Sharp, Esq.,
Captain Smith, and the respectable Society of Quakers on their
benevolent Exertions for the Suppression of the Slave Trade. ' '24
In the same year Samuel Pratt published a long poem in two books,

“ Humanity.” Well known motifs, such as the failure of power to
give right and the possibility of future slave insurrections, are

found here. Though the colour of the skin may change, the soul is
unchangeable. Ideas of conventions and decorum vary according to
climes and races ; for example, the God of the white race is white,
whereas the God of the African is blacker than himself, and stand
ards of beauty in England do not obtain as standards of beauty in
Africa. Near the end occur a eulogy of William Penn25 and also
the wish that generous England, catching the flame, may let Hu

manity assert her cause by freeing the Negro and sending to Afric's
sons the happy news that
Negroes are men, and men are slaves no more,
Fair Freedom reigns and Tyranny is o'er !26

Erasmus Darwin, member of Thomas Day's liberal group at
Lichfield , pays tribute to Josiah Wedgewood, manufacturer of a
cameo of a slave in chains, " of which he distributed many hundreds,
to excite the humane to attend to and assist in the abolition of the
detestable traffic in human creatures ... " 27 In The Botanic Garden
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( 1799 ) Darwin poetically describes the manufacture of the cameo
depicting
the poor fetter'd SLAVE on bended knee

From Britain's sons emploring to be free.28
Later in the same canto Darwin apostrophizes England, bidding her

heed the cry of the slave in chains crying, “ Are We Not Breth
.
ren ?” 29 In a scathing denunciation of " curst slavery " the poet
bids the “ Bands of Senators ” whose suffrage sways Britannia's
realm to stretch their strong arms over the distressed Africans and
to heed the voice of Conscience saying, “ He who allows Oppression
shares the Crime!” 30

A typical anti-slavery poem is James Stanfield's The Guinea
Voyage ( 1789 ) . It begins with an account of the difficulty in ob
taining a crew for the trip to the slave coast. The Guardian Genius
of Africa calls a council of the other powers and decides to punish
the invaders with pestilence and plague. The effects of the terrible
ophthalmia are graphically portrayed :

Now droops the head in faint dejection hung,
Now raging thirst enflames the dry parch'd tongue;

In yellow films the rayless eye is set,
With chilling dews the loaded brow is wet.31

The author fervently asks the “ Senatorian Band " to stop the “ in
fernal trade. " Then follow aa tribute to the Quakers and a descrip
tion of the Middle Passage.

The British women are requested to

use their influence against the slave trade :
A nation's councils oft ' your pow'r obey ;

The wars of nation's own your sov’reign sway ...
When beauty lifts her eye in Mis’ry's cause,
Compassion wakes, and follows with applause.82
The conclusion of the poem anticipates the abolition of the traffic
and the ensuing blessings in Africa. One year before this poem
was published, Stanfield had written with a view to exposing the
horrors of the slave trade Observations on a Guinea Voyage in a
Series of Letters Addressed to Clarkson. Here the author refers
to himself as late a mariner in the African Slave- trade. ”

On the

title page of the book is an illustration of Bentley and Wedge
wood's cameo with the words, " Am I Not a Man and a Brother ? ”
One significant statement the author makes is that “ one minute, ab
solutely spent in the slave rooms on the middle passage would do
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more for the cause of humanity, than the pen of a Robertson , or the
33
whole collective eloquence of the British senate. " 38

Thomas Wilkinson, Quaker friend and neighbour of Coleridge
and Wordsworth, published in 1789 a long poem in heroic couplets
entitled An Appeal to England on Behalf of the Abused Africans.
The author in an apostrophe to Britain bids her imagine herself in
the Negro's place. Although she does not permit slavery in her own

land, yet she is guilty if she pays the perpetrator for a crime com
34

mitted “ a thousand miles away. '

The inconsistent Christians

are asked :

Would it not spoil the flavor of thy tea,
Mingled with tears and blood the cup to see!
From blood and tears thy sweeten'd cups are drawn ;
Still drink they sweet, these circumstances known ?s5

Wilkinson pleads that clergy, colleges, kings, senators, the august
House, and the British women assist the cause :
Ye British Dames ! whose tender bosoms know

To melt with pity o'er the couch of woe ;

How must your hearts commiserate his woes,
Whose lot nor home, nor couch, nor country knows,
These sacred rights he never must regain ;

Oh plead for such !—you seldom plead in vain.36
Like many other sympathizers, the author advocates gradual eman
cipation and not a sudden liberation of the Negroes.

A minor essayist, William Belsham, wrote “ On the African
Trade" ( 1790 ) . The slave traffic was such a ' flagrant and palpable
violation " of the principles of justice, decency, and right that he

feels compelled to denounce it.37 He answers very effectively the
usual arguments set forth in defence of slavery, namely, that

Negroes are inferior to the whites, and that if they were not sold
into slavery, they would be killed in war. Granting that their
seizure is unjust, they enjoy in slavery a happiness probably in a
lesser degree than that which they enjoy in their native land ; they

have an opportunity to become Christians; and slavery is a political
necessity. Balsham answers the argument that Negroes are inferior

in words reminiscent of Shylock, “ Hath Not a Negro eyes, hands,
organs, dimensions, senses , afflictions, passions, fed with the same
food, hurt with the same weapons, subject to the same diseases,
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healed by the same means, warmed and cooled by the same Winter
and Summer that a Christian is ? ” 38

The works of Bryan Edwards were utilized by many anti

slavery writers as a background for their works. Among some of
his writings are a History, Civil and Commercial, of the West Indies
and An Historical Survey of the French Colony in the Island of
St. Domingo : Comprehending an Account of the Revolt of the
Negroes, in the year 1791 ... Mr. Edwards' slaves on his Jamaican

plantation had selected as their burial ground a beautiful retired
spot in a grove of all-spice. It was here in the midst of the Negroes
that Mr. Edwards wished to be buried should he die in Jamaica.

Accordingly, he wrote a poem to be placed on the wicket at the
entrance to the fenced plot of ground. This poem is entitled
“ Inscription at the Entrance of a Burial Ground for Negro Slaves

by the Late Bryan Edwards, Esq. " In this sympathetic poem the
author bids the stranger to walk with reverence as he views “ the
silent mansions of the dead ” where the weary slave after a life of
labour finds rest.39

The leader of the " Della Cruscans, " Robert Merry, was also

interested in the Negro. His poem, " The Slaves, an Elegy," is
written in the elegiac stanza made popular by Gray. In the midst

of an expression of pity for the slaves, the author inquires whether
drops of blood constitute the horrible manure that fills with “ lus
cious juice' the teeming cane. The sufferings of our fellow men are
the sweets the English nation puts into its morning tea. After an

invective against the laws of Britain, which countenance this system ,
he says in words which remind us of Burns ' “ A Man's a Man for a '
That " that in the future

Negroes shall be blest

Rank'd e'en as Men, and Men's just rights enjoy ;

No more be either purchased or depressed
No group shall wither, and no stripes destroy !40
In the same anthology in which Merry's poem occurs there is
a poem “ The African Boy " signed by “ The Bard.” 41 (The editor

says in a note that he understands the bard to be Mr. Jerningham ).
An enquirer asks the little “ Mournful Moor” why he lingers on the
shore from morning to eve instead of playing with his friend. The
child answers that he is waiting for captives who according to a
rumour will return in triumph with unshackled hands and free
minds " to repossess their native land.”
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Among the many poems which the rejection of the bill intro
duced by Wilberforce in 1795 occasioned was James Grahame's “ To

England on the Slave Trade. " 42 England is called upon to behold
the horrors of the slave ship, the sufferings of the slaves, and such

methods of punishment as the thumbscrews and the scourge. To
the rhetorical question, “ What barbarous race are authors of his
woes? ” the author replies that it is England, a most impious race,
which crosses the sea with murder at the helm of her “ blood

fraught bark.” After the abolition of the slave trade, Grahame,
James Montgomery, and Miss E. Benger wrote on request a volume
of poems to celebrate the occasion .“ Grahame's contribution was
" Africa Delivered ; or the Slave Trade Abolished .” Africa, he

says, was once an Arcadian land of happiness and peace until the
dread slave ship brought endless sorrow to the natives. An echo
of Burns and Wordsworth is evident in these lines :

O God ! how large a portion of the ills
Of human kind derives itself from man !

Deeming the land too narrow for its crimes,
He penetrates the desarts of the main.44

“ Bristol, A Satire” by Robert Lovell is another attack on the
slave trade, clearly revealing the influence of Pope's Dunciad . Dur

ing the eighteenth century the city Bristol, next to London and
Liverpool, enjoyed an exceedingly prosperous slave trade. It is
here, according to the poet, that Dullness reigns with Vice, Avarice,
and Folly. Reference is again made to the arduous labour ex
tracted of the slave in raising sugar -cane :

Thus man perverts what Heaven intended good ,
And dyes the growing plant with human blood ;

Slaves, torn and mangled, cultivate the sweet,
45
That trade may thrive, and luxury may eat.

Judging from the frequency with which Mungo Park's Travels
in the Interior Districts of Africa was quoted and referred to, we
are easily led to believe that it was one of the most popular works

of the period. Once when the explorer was in Africa, he rested,
weary and exhausted beneath a tree.

Discovered by some Negro

women , he became the recipient of their unexpected kindness. We
have already seen how Crabbe in his poem, “ Woman ,” utilized this
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incident.46 James Montgomery in The West Indies thus treats the
same incident :

The winds were roaring, and the White Man fled,
The rains of night descended on his head ;
The poor White Man sat down beneath our tree,
Weary and faint, and far from home was he :

For him no mother fills with milk the bowl,
No wife prepares the bread to cheer his soul;
-Pitythe poor White Man who sought our tree,
No wife, no mother, and no home has he.47

These words, sung by the women , were composed on the spur of
the moment in the manner of old ballad composition, one singing
the theme and others joining in the chorus. Park says, “ The air
was sweet and plaintive, and the words, literally translated, were

these. — The wind roared, and the rains fell . — The poor white man ,
faint and weary, came and sat under our tree. He has no mother
to bring him milk ; no wife to grind his corn . Chorus. Let us pity
the poor white man ; no mother has he, etc., etc.' Trifling as this

recital may appear to the reader, to a person in my situation, the
circumstance was affecting in the highest degree. I was oppressed

by such unexpected kindness; and sleep fled from my eyes. " 48
An anonymous writer versified this account as follows, using
the title “ An African Song, Versified from Mr. Park's Travels " :

Bleak blew the wind, in ceaseless roar,
In whelming torrents fell the rain .
The white man, friendless, cold and poor ;
Exhausted sank upon the plain.

Beneath the tree he weary lies,
Nor heeds the storm his plaintive sighs;
He lies, a stranger to repose,
Without a friend to calm his woes.
No mother's smile his bosom cheers,
No sister comes to give relief.
No tender wife to dry his tears,

To soften or partake his grief.
Let us the white man's wants supply
And think we hear a brother cry ;
If pity touch the heart within ,

It makes both black and white a -kin.49

The humanitarian element in this incident made such an appeal to

Georgiana Cavendish , Duchess of Devonshire, that she wrote al
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version and had it set to music by an “ eminent composer.” A dis

cussion of her treatment appears later.50 William Bowles in The
Missionary uses the same incident as a basis for the consoling of a
“ poor white maid ” by a group of maidens.51 “ Niger. A College
Exercise, ” 52 an anonymous poem , also shows the appeal of Park's
incident to the poetic mind of the college student. The prefixed
argument gives some idea of the poem : " Opening of the poem

Scenery of the Niger - Distress of Parke whilst travelling to dis
cover its source

Difficult access to the interior of Africa — These

difficulties not a sufficient obstacle to the pursuit of the Slave
Trade - The misfortunes it entails on the Africans — Revenged by

the calamities peculiar to the West India Islands — The earthquake
of Port Royal — The yellow fever - The war in Domingo — The hap

piness an introduction of Christianity into Africa would occasion
Conclusion.” Park's experience is thus described :
Loud howl'd the storm ; fast drove the sleety show'r,
The white man bent him to the tempest's power.

No wife's no mother's care, beside our shed
Faint, weary , weak , he laid his friendless head ;
The white man now shall feel the Negro's care,
Our kind assistance and our pity share

And now are stilled the storm , the furious blast,

And gone the sleety show'r that drove so fast;
No more the whirlwind's force deforms the air ;
For he that owns the power delights to spare.

What though full oft beyond th ’ Atlantic wave
His kindred lord it o'er the wretched slave,

The white man safe shallgo , and with him bear
Along his toilsome way the Negro's prayer.53

The author of this poem informs us in a note54 that he is not at
tacking the slave trade, which in his opinion cannot be abolished
with Africa in its present condition , but he is attacking the various
abuses connected with it.

A favorite motif is here, namely , that

such calamities as pestilences, tornadoes, and earthquakes peculiar
to the West Indian Islands are instruments by which the Africans

are revenged upon the whites.
A poem by W. C. Lynn , “ The Negro's Imprecation ” (1800 ) , is
of interest because it represents a trait for the most part alien to

the Negro's character, the spirit of revenge. The hero Oyeo in
vokes earnestly the spirits of the sable dead to avenge the wrongs
he has suffered.55 “ The Slave " signed by J. W. from Glasgow
6
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tells of a storm that rises at sea while the slaves are being carried
from their home to foreign climes. The sailor fears death knowing
that it will separate him from his wife, his children, and home ; but
the slave welcomes the storms and thunderbolts because they offer
a means of escape from dreaded slavery.56 Somewhat similar in
purpose to “ The Negro's Imprecation ” is “ The Negro's Incanta

tion " by William Shepherd. In Miltonic octosyllabic couplets the
author invokes the sacred horrors " of the lonely vale, “ spirits

of the swarthy dead ," and the Minister of Ill to aid in the prepara
tion of the curse :

Haste ! the magic sheds prepare
Thus the white man's corse we tear.

Lo ! feathers from the raven's plume ,

That croaks our proud Oppressor's doom .
Now to aid the potent spell,
Crush we next the brittle shell
Fearful omen to the foe ... 57

Blanched bones mixed with earth from molded graves wind up the
" mystic charm " while Nature lends assistance in the form of
thunder and lightning. We may pass by “ Zembo and Nila, an
African Tale ' ' 58 signed by J. M. ( Sheffield ),59 a romantic story
of beautiful Nila saved from a ferocious lion's attack by Zembo,
the hero. In “ The Negro's Prayer ”' by John Thelwall, a slave begs
the Great Spirit that rides in the whirlwind and the storm to free
the Negro. The last stanza ends with a statement by the author
that Heaven heard the prayer of the slave and that Britain would
be the first to bear to foreign lands the fiat that
No traffic of blood

Shall pollute the green flood,
And freedom , for Afric shall reign.60
At this point a few other minor writers of the first decade of
the nineteenth century claim our attention . In 1807, the very year
the Abolition Bill was passed, there appeared “ The White Man's

Gratitude, A Negro Tale; Written when the abolition of the Slave
Trade was first brought forward in the House of Commons” by
Jenkin Jones. It is a pathetic story told by a slave who wishes to
pay tribute to Wilberforce :
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O God of Mercy !—if a slave may raise
His grateful voice to sing a free man's praise,
Then shall my bold hand touch a tuneful string,
And Wilberforce, to thee, my Muse shall sing.61
The speaker then recounts his betrayal from his native home by
a slave-trader Ormond whose life he had saved. His attendant suf
ferings are recalled :

Oh ! why was I to such afflictions born,
And doom'd the heir of wretchedness and scorn ?

Have I deserv'd my lot ?—proclaim my crime,
My skin is black and Aethiop is my clime.6

The frequent suicides of Negro slaves find an echo here. Rather
than submit to oppression, many of the captives jump from the
deck either to be drowned or eaten by the sharks; but the avaricious
whites, intent only on the gold which they may receive for this
black cargo, jump into the water and rescue them. The distressed
speaker calls upon oblivion to end his grief. The same author,
Jenkin Jones, published in 1801 a play, The Philanthropist. In the

" Introductory Address " we see the generosity of a savage who, at
the risk of his life, dives into the dangerous waves to rescue from
63

certain death the very man who had bought him as a slave.

Certainly the Quaker home environment of John Marriott was
responsible for his compassion for the slave. “ Mialma; or a De
scription of Some of the Miseries Resulting to the Inhabitants of
Africa, from the Traffic in Men Carried on by the Europeans"
(1803 ) 64 is an unfinished poem about those who had escaped from
“ stealers of men ”” and “ Christian Men.” An earlier poem by the
author ," Philanthropy : An Ode " ( 1785 ),65 is a vision poem in
which Philanthropy, appearing to the writer, proclaims her errand
as a messenger sent from heaven to keep the sparks of love alive.
With sincere grief does she behold Britannia's sons appear foremost
in the train of “ Avarice Vile " as they buy from " Afric's groaning
66

coast ” their fellow mortals.

In 1805 an English officer stationed at the Cape of Good Hope
published at the solicitation of some distinguished persons in Eng
land a series of letters comprising a very picturesque account of
the customs of the inhabitants of Southern Africa . In a preface

the editor says one cannot help reading the reflections on slavery
without being sympathetically affected . In Letter VIII66 the officer
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writes that “ though, for a while the united efforts of many cele
brated characters have proved fruitless in the abolition of this
trade, yet still a gleam of hope pervades the philanthropic mind,

that ere long the legislature of a free and enlightened country will
interfere with redoubled energy in behalf of the violated rights of
humanity, and remove the foul stain that blots the European char

acter. We ought ever to keep in mind, that what is morally wrong,
can never be politically right." In his arguments against slavery
the author makes use of the writings of Abbé Raynal and Robert
son, the historian .

ther anonymous writer wrote “ The Hermitage or Views of

Life and Manners," a long didactic poem dealing with Industry,
Wealth, Happiness, and Music. In the section on Commercial In
dustry the author with pride discusses Britain's extensive commer
cial trade ; yet he wonders how any one can look on Africa and
not be filled with compassion because of her sorry plight :

How can humanity on Afric gaze
Tearless, where millions like their cattle graze,

Untaught the paths of mind, or use of life,
Degrading nature by barbarian strife ;
Waking each morn to want, or mad excess ;
To sloth, to ignorance, folly, or distress;
And not desire that knowledge and her train ,

Of freedom, arts and laws should there remain ?67
In a note on this passage the author cites Pitt's earnest speeches
for the abolition of slavery and asserts that no circumstances will

impress a more lofty character on the present age than its abolition
of the slave trade . . . Africa is now fully entitled to our philan
thropic attention, as we have done so much to injure her. " 68 In
teresting to us is the fact that this writer does not, as many of the
African sympathizers, portray Africa as an Utopian land of ideal
joy and primitive happiness but as a land of dark and barbaric
ignorance.

Peter Pindar's “ Azid ; or the Song of the Captive Negro " 69
is unique because it represents an attempt at dialect. In most of

the poems encountered where the Negro himself is the speaker the
language is not that of the African captive but the educated white

man. This poem, however, marks a departure. It begins :
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Poor Mora eye be wet wid tear,
And heart like lead sink down wid woe ;
She seem her mournful friends to hear

And see der eye like fountain flow .

No more will Azid find pleasure in binding her hair with garlands
or looking with her in the stream for gold .
But why do Azid live a slave,
And see a slave his Mora dear?

Come let we seek, at once de grave,
No chain , no tyrant, den we fear.
Ah me ! I hear a spirit say ,
Come, Azid, come to Domahay !
Then gold I find for thee once more,
For thee to fields for flow'r depart :

To please de idol I adore,
And give wid gold and flow'r my heart.
Den let we die and haste away,

And live in groves of Domahay.

We should naturally expect the Negro to find treatment in the
popular chapbooks of the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries.

A Description of Furibond ; or Harlequin Negroto is a combination
of realism and supernaturalism with the scene on a plantation in
Jamaica. As the Genius of Britain lends a sympathetic ear to the
Negroes' cries, she prophetically announces :
England shall stamp the blest decree,

That gives the Negro Liberty.71
The kindly nature of the Negro is seen in “ Babay . A True Story
of a Good Negro Woman ." 12 The narrative is as follows : A lieu
tenant of a regiment in the garrison at St. Christopher's died and
left his son an orphan. Abandoned by a family that had promised

to provide for him , the child was found by Babay, a Negro woman ,
who cared for him as if he were one of her own children . After

he had reached manhood and had acquired a substantial amount
of wealth by his own efforts, he purchased the freedom of Babay
and saw that she lived in comfort until her death. At her expensive
funeral she was eulogized as a real Christian .
From an advertisement in the Cheap Repository ( 1795 ) 78 we
see that one could buy for a half penny a tract, “ True Stories of
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Two Good Negroes.

The Cheap Repository for 1796 contains a

vision by Hannah More " Bear Ye One Another's Burthens; or the
Valley of Tears." One scene reveals millions of Negroes travelling
through the valley with difficulty because of their burdens, yet an
ticipating the end of the road when they will find relief. Attention

may be called to “ The Happy Negro ; Being a true Account of a
very extraordinary Negro in North America, and of an interesting
conversation he had with a very respectable Gentleman from Eng
land, ' ' in which the slave of a Quaker finds comfort in the Christian
religion.74 A similar character is portrayed in “ The Negro Serv .
ant : An Authentic and Interesting Narrative in Three Parts.
Communicated by a Clergyman of the Church of England. " 75
The hero was stolen when a little boy from Africa and taken to
Jamaica, where under the influence of a kind master, he became a
devout Christian. The sympathetic narrator of the account com
posed a poem in his honour, " The Negro's Prayer , " with the ap
peal :

O ! send thy word to that far land,
Where none, but Negroes live;
Teach them the way, the truth, the life,
Thy grace, thy blessing give ...
In the meantime Negroes did not fail to plead their own cause.

We have mentioned John Wesley's reference in his journal to hav
ing read “ Gustavus Vasa .” 76 In 1787 there appeared The Inter
esting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano or Gustavus Vassa
Written by Himself. This work was dedicated to the British Houses
of Parliament and written to excite in their “ august assemblies a

sense of compassion for the miseries which the Slave Trade" had
entailed on the writer's " unfortunate countrymen ." We learn
from the narrative that the author was born in 1745 in Africa of

well -born parents. He was kidnapped and sold as a slave in Bar

bados whence he was taken to Virginia . From here his master
sent him to England in 1757. On this voyage the captain of the
Following the
custom of the period, he was baptized in 1759 in St. Margaret's,
Westminster. Having received his freedom , he exerted his efforts
in behalf of his fellow countrymen in slavery. On March 21, 1788,
ship gave him the name of “ Gustavus Vassa."

he presented to the Queen a petition, part of which reads, “ Your
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Majesty's well known benevolence and humanity embolden me to

approach your royal presence, trusting that the obscurity of my
situation will not prevent your Majesty from attending to the suf
ferings for which I plead.
“ Yet I do not solicit your royal pity for my own distress ;

my sufferings, although numerous, are in a measure forgotten . I
supplicate your Majesty's compassion for millions of my African
countrymen , who groan under the lash of tyranny in the West
Indies.” The petition is signed “ Gustavus Vassa, The Oppressed

Ethiopian .” 77
Another well -known Negro was Attobah or Ottobah Cugoano,
who published in 1787 Thoughts and Sentiments on the Evil and

Wicked Traffic of the Șlavery and Commerce of the Human Species,
Humbly Submitted to the Inhabitants of Great Britain . The touch

ing story of the author's betrayal in Africa, of his harassing ex
periences on the slave ship, and of his subsequent freedom and edu
cation in England reveals a logical and keen intellect, and also an
intimate knowledge of Biblical and secular history. This treatise
was considered so valuable that it was translated into the French

language.78

Probably better known than either of these Negroes ( at any
rate as far as the literary men are concerned ) was Ignatius Sancho.
We have already discussed his correspondence with the novelist

Sterne.79 Among his friends were the famous actor, David Garrick,
and the author, Dr. William Dodd. When the latter was in prison ,
Sancho not only wrote him a sympathetic letter but also wrote the

Morning Post a letter asking the clergy to " join in petitioning the
throne for his life. " 80

At the age of two Sancho was brought to

England, and reared and educated by well - to- do interested white
women , including the Duchess of Montague, who left him a legacy
of seventy pounds and an annuity of thirty pounds. One writer

pays this tribute to him : “ He cultivated the muses with success,
especially the sister arts of poetry and music. He wrote two pieces
for the stage; he discussed the theory of music in a dissertation ,
which was published and dedicated to the Princess Royal; and

painting was so much within the circle of his judgment that Morti
mer came to see him . ” After a life devoted to the cause of Negro
freedom he died in 1780 “ having deservedly won public esteem ." 81
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With this tribute we end an interesting era of sympathy for the
Negro and his cause. From about 1780 the principles of the French
Revolution , combined with various pre-romantic undercurrents in
eighteenth century literature, and the reawakening of certain im

pulses barely discernible in the main stream of eighteenth century
thought now reach their consummation in a new type of literature

permeated by a predominance of the emotion and imagination . We
pass from the threshold of romanticism into the very presence of

that great constellation of romantic stars, Wordsworth, Coleridge,
Shelley , Byron, De Quincey, and their less brilliant contemporaries.

CHAPTER IV
ROMANTIC CLIMAX

Section 1 - Setting (Nineteenth Century )

Echoes of the French and American Revolutions, increasing
interest in industrialism , the desire to continue humanitarian efforts
in behalf of the laboring classes and the unfortunate transgressors
of the law , and the eventual abolition of the slave trade in 1807

preserved in the hearts of many people the flames of freedom and
a deep consciousness of the universal brotherhood of man . Cer
tain magazines played their part in effecting this attitude. Sidney

Smith , one of the founders of the Edinburgh Review , writes, “ To
appreciate the value of the Edinburgh Review the state of England

at the period when that journal began should be had in remem
brance. The Catholics were not emancipated — the Corporation and
Test Acts were unrepealed — the Game Laws were horribly oppres

sive - Steel Traps and Spring Guns were set all over the country
Prisoners tried for their lives could have no Counsel - Lord Eldon

and the Court of Chancery pressed heavily upon mankind - Libel
was punished by the most cruel and vindictive imprisonments — the

principles of Political Economy were little understood — the Law
of Debt and Conspiracy were upon the worst possible footing — the
enormous wickedness of the Slave Trade was tolerated - a thousand

evils were in existence, which the talents of good and able men have
since lessened or removed ; and these effects have been not a little
assisted by the honest boldness of the Edinburgh Review . " 1 The
editors of the Edinburgh Journal " a few years before 1848 re

futed arguments for slavery expressed in a book said to be a trans
lation from the French of J. H. Guenebault's The Natural History
of the Negro Race. This translation proposed the thesis that Ne
groes are not human beings but an “ inferior order of animals. " In
refuting these arguments the editors of the Journal show that

Negroes have displayed “ intellectual and moral features " identical
with those of the whites, offering as proof such men as Carey, Jen
kins, Cuffee, Gustavus Vassa, and Toussaint.2
On the other hand, there were those in both England and the
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colonies who supported the slave trade. William Cobbett, well
known writer of this period, in his Weekly Political Register and
other writings, opposes abolition of the slave trade, the freeing of

Negro slaves, the introduction of Negroes into the Army, which
in his opinion “ necessarily degrades the profession of the soldier ,
and disapproves of the “ shocking ” number of English women mar
ried to Negroes. In defiance of the Act of Abolition many English
men continued to traffic in slaves. MacInnes says that Brougham in

1811 “ carried through a Bill which made participation in the slave

trade a felony punishable by transportation, and in 1824 the trade
became a piracy and a capital crime. Even after that it still went

on, and Englishmen and Americans shared in the wicked profits."?4
Planters naturally from economic reasons fought the Abolition Act.

A Dominican planter in 1826 writes in one of the West India papers
that slaves in Jamaica were happy ; in fact, they appeared to him so

happy that he wished he could exchange places with them . In
1828 appeared anonymously Marly ; or the Life of a Planter in
Jamaica purporting to be an impartial account of conditions in
Jamaica.

The abolitionists, however, were not discouraged. Romilly,6
Brougham , Wilberforce, Z. Macaulay, George Stephen, Clarkson,
and Buxton with many others worked assiduously to accomplish

their aim by speeches, by the presentation of petitions, by letters,
and by pamphlets. In 1823 the Anti-Slavery Association was
formed with Zachary Macaulay as editor of its monthly publication,

The Anti-Slavery Reporter. The same year Buxton , succeeding
Wilberforce as parliamentary leader, made his first motion for the
extinction of British colonial slavery on the grounds that it was

inconsistent with the rights of men .

Ministers, lecturers , and pub

lic speakers urged the discontinuance of slavery. Bishop Reginald
Heber's “ From Greenland's Icy Mountains " ( composed to be sung
in April, 1820, when the author preached a sermon for a church

missionary society ) included the Christianizing of India and Af
rica . The Reverend J. M. Trew, rector of the Parish of St. Thomas

in Jamaica, published in 1826 An Appeal, to the Christian Philan
thropy of the People of Great Britain and Ireland in Behalf of the
Religious Instruction and Conversion of 300,000 Negro Slaves. The

profits arising from the sale of this appeal were to be used for the
religious instruction of the slaves in St. Thomas. Four years later
in 1830 appeared A Sermon on the Duty of the People towards the

ROMANTIC CLIMAX

65

British Negro Slave by Charles Townsend, Rector of Calstone Wilts.
The sermon was inscribed to Clarkson, the friend of humanity, the
enemy of oppression, the devoted , intrepid, unwearied assertor of
the rights of the injured sons of Africa . " Between October 10,

1830, and April 23, 1831, five thousand, four hundred and eighty
four petitions were presented to Parliament in behalf of the
slave. 10

Thomas Clarkson's A Letter to the Clergy of Various Denomi
nations, and to the Slave -holding Planters, in the Southern Parts of
the United States of America ( 1841 ) was doubtless effective in mold
ing public opinion. His letter is interesting for two reasons : First,

the author pays splendid tribute to the intellect of the Negro, men
tioning Ignatius Sancho and Henri Christophe.

Concerning the

latter's widow and her children he says , “ Their acquaintance with
history, literature, and the fine arts, and their powers of conversa
tion, qualified them for mixing with the highest circles of English
society, and they did afterward mix with them in London, and were
accounted as amiable and as intellectual as others in whose company
they were.

 !ܙܕ11

Secondly, Clarkson uses the same arguments from

an economic standpoint as Hume when he writes, “ I may state here,

that after an experiment of two years and a half, it has been fully
established ( a fact which ought to be written in letters of gold )
THAT ONE ENFRANCHISED NEGRO DOES THE WORK OF

TWO SLAVES." 12

In 1834 slavery was finally abolished throughout the whole
British Empire. Thus the efforts of the Quakers, Methodists, Epis
copalians, Moravians, Evangelicals; the services of Sharp, Clarkson,
Wilberforce, and various committees formed for the abolition of the
slave trade and slavery; the ministry of press and pulpit ; the voices

of lecturers, professors, and Parliamentary orators; the pleas of
poets, essayists, dramatists, and novelists found a happy culmina
tion .

But the work was not over. The condition of the former slaves
in the colonies needed vigilant and constant guidance. Jan Tzatzoe,
an intelligent Christian Kafir Chief, and many other African wit
nesses visited England to testify before a Committee of the House
of Commons “ instituted for the purpose of enquiring into the in
human treatment of the injured Aborigines. " 18 Now that slavery

was abolished in the English empire, the English abolitionists de
sired its abolition throughout the world . The British and Foreign
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Anti-Slavery Society, therefore, formed branches and made al
liances with similar associations in America and Europe.
Especially close was the communication between England and

America. Letters were exchanged frequently between Englishmen
and Americans.14 Notices of and references to slavery in English
magazines were abundant. The Humming Bird or Morsels of In

formation on the Subject of slavery ( 1825 ) contains anti-slavery
articles and poems. On the cover of the magazine are two stanzas
voicing the sentiment of the paper :
As the small Bird, that fluttering roves

Among Jamaica's tam'rind groves,
A feather'd busy bee,

In note scarce rising to a song ,
Incessant, hums the whole day long,
In slavery's Island, free !

So shall “ A still small voice ' ' be heard,
Though humble as the Humming Bird,
In Britain's groves of oak ;
And to the Peasant from the King,

In every ear shall ceaseless sing,
" Free Afric from her yoke! "

The Journal of the Quaker William Howitt15 contains reviews of
books on slavery and many anti-slavery poems and articles. Amer
icans visited England, and Englishmen visited America. For ex
ample, in 1839 Joseph John Gurney visited America and the West
Indies to witness at first hand the results of emancipation . He
returned satisfied with the benefits and blessings, physical, econom
ical, and moral, which always must in the long run , attend a course
of justice and mercy. 16 George Thompson as a representative

of the Abolition of Slavery and the Slave Trade throughout the
World was invited by the New England Anti-Slavery Society to
lecture in various American cities in 1834 and 1835.17

American abolitionists extolled England as an example worthy
of emulation by the Americans. For instance, William E. Chan

ning in Emancipation regrets the contrast between religion in Eng
land, which vindicates the cause of the oppressed, and religion in
America, which " rivets the chain and hardens the heart of the op
 در18

pressor.

Children in America were taught to admire England
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as they learned an alphabet printed for the Anti-Slavery Fair
( 1846 ) :
S

S is the sugar, that the slave
Is toiling hard to make,
To put into your pie and tea,
Your candy, and your cake.
U

U is for Upper Canada,
Where the poor slave has found
Rest after all his wanderings
For it is British ground.19
The fact that numerous quotations from English writers were

utilized by both Englishmen and Americans testifies to the popu
larity and influence of English anti-slavery literature in America.
Van Wyck Brooks informs us that “ when volunteers from Germany,

Italy, France exiles and revolutionists, joined in the guerilla war in
Kansas, when Walter Savage Landor wrote an ode and eloquent
voices rose all over the world to hearten the Abolitionists, they felt
that great days had come again, like the days of '76, that America

had once more become the focus of the world -old struggle for lib
erty . " 20 In 1842 the British and Foreign Anti- Slavery Society
published An Epitome of Anti- Slavery Information designed to be

“ an effectionate expostulation ” with Christians in America " be
cause of the continuance of Negro Slavery throughout many dis
tricts of their country. ” The writer supports his views by using

many quotations from the English poet James Montgomery and
also extracts from the Edinburgh Review ascribed to Lord Broug
ham.
American writer, Lydia Maria Child, in An Appeal
in Favor of that Class of Americans called Africans quotes copi

ously from Coleridge, Shenstone, Wordsworth, Cowper, and
Sterne.21 An American newspaper The Emancipator (May 26, 1836 )
contains three poetic excerpts in its poetry column under the cap
tions “ The Slave Trade" by James Montgomery, “ American
Slavery " by Moore, and “ Oppression " by Coleridge.22 Another

American anti-slavery paper The Voice of Freedom (May, 1836 )
carries “ A Voice from Scotland to America ” advocating the dis
continuance of slavery. The Legion of Liberty and Force of Truth ,
a publication sold by the American Anti- Slavery Society contains
an imposing array of English writers comprising the legion of

68

THE NEGRO IN ENGLISH ROMANTIC THOUGHT

Liberty. Some of those mentioned are Burke, Johnson, Shakespeare,
Pope, Addison, Burns, Smollett, Day, S. Pratt, William Roscoe,
Hannah More, J. Montgomery, Southey, Campbell, Erasmus Dar
win, William Seward Hall, Shelley, Byron, Pollok , Grainger, and
Coleridge.
Liberty ( 1837 ) , edited by Julius R. Ames of Albany, includes
among its many anti-slavery excerpts, a passage under the title of
“ An African Character ” from Mungo Park's Travels, dealing with

the hospitality of some African women.23 Cowper and J. Mont
gomery are quoted in Biographical Sketches and Interesting Anec
dotes of Persons of Color ( 1839 ) .24 On the introductory page of the
Narrative of William W. Brown, a Fugitive Slave ( 1874) is a
selection from Cowper. A poem by Cowper also appears in a Dia
logue between a Slave -holder and an Abolitionist25 in which each
presents his individual point of view.

The slave holder rebukes

the abolitionist for condemning slavery and yet, for the sake of

convenience and ease, eating and using the products of slave labour.
Attention may be called to The Anti-Slavery Offering and Picknick ;
a Collection of Speeches, Poems, Dialogues, Songs, for Schools and

Anti-Slavery Meetings with selections from Brougham , J. Mont
gomery, and Cowper ( 1843 ) .26 The American Anti- Slavery Alma
nac for 1843 makes use of Cowper, Campbell, Montgomery, and
John Wesley.27
Sometimes the ironical note appears. For instance, a London

bookseller, Charles Gilpin, published A Description of William
Wells Brown's Original Panoramic Views of the Scenes in the Life
of an American Slave. From His Birth in Slavery to His Death or

to His First Home of Freedom on British Soil. Two quotations
follow the title : the one under “ Fiction ” is an excerpt from the
Declaration of American Independence reading,
We hold these truths to be self-evident : that all men are created

equal ; that they are endowed by their Creator with certain in
alienable rights; and that among these are Life, Liberty, and the
Pursuit of Happiness.

The second quotation from Cowper is placed under " Fact, "
They touch our country, and their shackles fall.
The Reverend Alexander Crummell, a colored minister, in 1846

delivered a eulogy, “ The Man : The Hero : The Christian ! A Eulogy
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on the Life and Character of Thomas Clarkson . ” Crummell's knowl.

edge of English champions of the Negro is evidenced by quotations
com Montgomery, Wordsworth , Cowper, Milton, Baxter, Steele,
Thomson, Shenstone, Warburton, and many other writers.28
But enough of this. The examples cited above show that anti
slavery English literature was well known in America and doubtless
was a potent means for liberating American minds from the shackles

of prejudice against those whose only crime was the color of their
skin .
THE ROMANTIC CLIMAX

Section 11 — Major Writers; Some Romantic Victorians
Turning to that bright galaxy of romantic writers whose bril

liance begins to increase in 1798 with the publication of the Lyrical
Ballads, we conclude that most of them were not impractical ideal
ists, living remote from the great questions of the day. On the con

trary , they were vitally interested in current social, political, and
economic problems. It is significant that all the leading writers
were sympathetic toward the Negro : Wordsworth, Coleridge,
Southey, Byron, Shelley, Hazlitt, Leigh Hunt, Landor, De Quincey,
and Lamb.

Wordsworth was an ardent lover of freedom .

The words

“ free," " freed , " " freedom , " and " liberty , " occur about three
hundred and eighty times in his poems alone. In the apostrophe
to Freedom in “ Descriptive Sketches, " ( 1791-1792 ) he says that

wherever Liberty is found, heart -blessings exist; but where Tyranny
rules, virtue and pleasure fail.? Again in “ Liberty ” written thirty
eight years later, Wordsworth wrote that no sea swells like the
bosom of a man set free." 3 Just as Wordsworth was aware of the

close union between man and nature, he was aware of a lack of
unity between man and man as he indicates in “ Lines Written in
Early Spring : '
To her fair works did Nature link

The human soul that through me ran ;
And much it grieved my heart to think
What man has made of man.“

When Wordsworth wrote this poem , he was twenty -eight years old .
In the " Prelude, " begun in 1799 and finished in 1805, Wordsworth
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calls slave traders “ traffickers in Negro blood ; ' hence his sym
pathetic interest in the slave began when he was a comparatively
young man. In this autobiographical poem he says the sight of
“ Negro Ladies in white muslin gowns" and the other specimens of

mankind, including the Swede, Russian, Turk, Jew, Chinese, Tartar,
Malay, and Moor give him a peculiar pleasure. Among the varied
and motley assortment of people at St. Bartholomew's Fair is " the
silver -collared Negro with his timbrel. On Wordsworth's return
from Paris to England in December, 1792, the status of the anti
slavery cause is thus described as he finds

The general air still busy with the stir
Of that first memorable onset made

By a strong levy of humanity
Upon the traffickers in Negro blood ;
Effort which , though defeated, had recalled

To notice old forgotten principles
And through the nation spread a novel heat
Of virtuous feeling.'

Here the poet refers to the efforts of Wilberforce and Clarkson to
abolish the slave trade. The unsuccessful outcome of this move

ment, he continues, did not give him much concern, for he was cer
tain that if France was successful, “ this most rotten branch ...
would fall together with its parent tree.”
The unhappy destiny of Toussaint Louverture appealed, as
it appealed to other writers, to Wordsworth also. In a sonnet “ To
Toussaint Louverture" he urges this most unhappy man of men
to have hope :
.. Thou hast left behind
Powers that will work for thee ; air, earth, and skies ;

There's not a breathing of the common wind
That will forget thee ; thou hast great allies;
Thy friends are exultations, agonies,

And love, and man's unconquerable mind.
Another sonnet, “ September 1 , 1802 ” , was written as a result
of the chasing of all Negroes from France by decree of the govern
ment, an act which Wordsworth , in a note prefixed to the poem,
characterizes as being “ among the capricious acts of tyranny that
disgraced those times .” One of the fellow passengers who came from

Calais was a “ white -robed Negro, like a lady gay, Yet downcast as
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a woman fearing blame.” The sonnet closes with a prayer to the
Heavens to be kind to this afflicted race.

Wordsworth and his sister Dorothy were on intimate terms with
the Clarksons, who lived from 1795 to 1806 in the Lake District very
near them . Wordsworth's satisfaction with the outcome of the

slavery issue is revealed in his sonnet, “ To Thomas Clarkson on
the Final Passing of the Bill for the Abolition of the Slave Trade

(1807.) ” The author praises Clarkson for the perseverance and
skill with which he pursued to the end a difficult and tedious task

and assures him of ultimate satisfaction of happiness and repose.10
The spark of liberty is still burning bright in Wordsworth's breast
twenty -two years later when he says in “ Humanity " ( 1829 ) :
Though cold as winter, gloomy as the grave,
Stone-walls a prisoner make, but not a slave.
Shall man assume a property in man?

Lay on the moral will a withering ban ?
Shame that our laws at distance still protect
Enormities, which they at home reject!
" Slaves cannot breathe in England ” -yet that boast

Is but a mockery ! when from coast to coast,
Though fettered slave be none, her floors and soil
Groan underneath a weight of slavish toil ...11
The champion of the rights of man is speaking. Five years later

the capture of an eagle evokes a thrust at slavery in “ The Dunolly
Eagle ” ( 1833 ) as he tells the poor bird that similarly
Doth man of brother man a creature make

That clings to slavery for its own sad sake.12
The correspondence of Wordsworth and his sister Dorothy re
veals that from 1791 to 1849 they kept in close touch with the
progress of the slavery question . They were on friendly terms with

Thomas Wilkinson the Quaker, Thomas Poole, Coleridge, and other
sympathizers of the anti-slavery question. Certainly associations
played no small part in deepening the Wordsworths' abhorrence
of slavery. Wordsworth wrote a poem “ To the Spade of a
Friend ” ( 1804 ),18 which was composed when he and Wilkinson
worked together on the latter's estate. Thomas Poole, co -worker
with Clarkson, was very outspoken against slavery. He wrote a
journal about the customs of Sierra Leone in which he observes,

“ It was in the year 1845 that I embarked for that part of the
world , not less infamous for its nefarious traffic in slavery than
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proverbial for the deadly unhealthiness of its climate .” 14 Poole
was one of the many who refused to use sugar in his coffee because
it was the product of slave labour. Henry Crabb Robinson's corre

spondence with the Wordsworth circle affords glimpses of the inti
macy between the Clarksons and the Wordsworths. Wordsworth's

library contained various writings of Clarkson on the slave trade.15
When the Haitians rebelled against the energetic Henri Chris
tophe, he committed suicide. His widow and daughters came to
England, where they were received in the hospitable home of the
Clarksons at Playford . In a letter to Mrs. Clarkson, October 24 ,
1822, Dorothy writes that during a discussion of Clarkson's kindness
to the Negro widow and her family, Wordsworth and his wife
Sarah became much amused at the thought of the “ Sable princess ”
by Mrs. Clarkson's fireside. From her room upstairs Dorothy could

hear their peals of laughter as they together composed a parody

of Ben Jonson's poem, “ Queen and Huntress, Chaste and Fair,"
which reads :

Queen and Negress chaste and fair !

Christophe now is laid asleep,
Seated in a British chair

State in humbler manner keep
Shine for Clarkson's pure delight
Negro Princess ebon bright !

Let not “ Willy's ” 16 holy shade
Interpose at envy's call,
Hayti's shining queen was made
To illumine Playford hall.
Bless it then with constant light
Negress excellently bright!
Lay thy diadem apart,
Pomp has been a sad deceiver ;
Though thy champion's faithful heart
Joy be poured, and thou the giver,
Thou that mak'st a day of night

Sable Princess, ebon bright!17
Mrs. Clarkson's failure to answer at once caused Dorothy to
write her three months later expressing concern that this little

joke had caused some displeasure. Resumption of their correspon
dence, however, shows that if there was any displeasure on Mrs.
Clarkson's part, it was not permanent.

Passages in Wordsworth's correspondence reveal both his
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antipathy to slavery and his admiration for its opponents. For
instance, when the sons of Wilberforce wrote a life of their father
in which Clarkson was not given the credit which his friends
thought he should have been given, Wordsworth comes to the
defense of Clarkson with the statement that if ever any man was

" entitled to a subscription for public services that man was Mr.
Clarkson . ”' 18

The Quaker couple, Mary and William Howitt, were friendly
with the Wordsworths. In a letter of Mrs. Howitt to Margaret
Gillies in 1845 we learn that one rainy day when her husband was

visiting William and Dorothy, many people called, among them an
American general who advocated slavery. On this question Howitt
and Wordsworth had a great argument. “ All the day afterwards,”
Mrs. Howitt writes, “ Wordsworth kept rejoicing that they had de
feated the general. “ To think of the man ,' said he, ' coming of all

things, to this house with a defense of slavery ! But he got nothing
by it. Mr. Howitt and I gave it to him pretty well. ' " 119
When Clarkson died, Wordsworth wrote Mrs. Clarkson on
October 2, 1846, that she would be consoled in her grief by re
calling the perseverance which her husband exhibited in hu

manity's cause.20 On March 16, 1849, he wrote Robinson that
Clarkson died rich in good works. An unfinished paper of Clarkson
on “ Slavery in America " was interesting reading, and because of
the truths it contains “ cannot but prove galling to numbers in
America. " 21

In 1840 Robinson wrote a pamphlet, all of which pleased
Wordsworth except one passage in which Robinson accuses the
“ Members of the Church ” of England of being very remiss in the
matter of the slave trade as contrasted with the zealous Dissenters.

On September 4, 1840, Wordsworth answers him, “ Neither the
clerical nor Lay Members of an Establishment are naturally so
much given to stirring as Sectarians of any denomination ; but to
my certain knowledge a great many of our clergy took a deep
interest in that question , and some as the World knows a conspicu
ous part in it. ” 22

As Wordsworth neared the end of his life, increasing conser
vatism appeared in his attitude toward slavery. For example, he

writes Benjamin Dockray on April 25 (1840) , thanking him for
his paper on Colonial Slavery. There are, according to Words
worth, three parties in this question : the slave, the slave -owner, and
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the British people. The slave owner should be prepared to face
financial loss, the slave should be willing if given his liberty to

make recompense for the master's sacrifice, and the British people
should pass no measure which does not take into consideration or
provide for an equivalent to the owner.23 Those who advocate com
plete and immediate abolition forget that slavery is sometimes
beneficial in that it protects the weak from the strong, for there

are worse evils than slavery. He concludes, “ I do not only de
plore but I abhor it, if it could be got rid of without the introduc
tion of something worse , which I much fear would not be the case
with respect to the West Indies, if the question be dealt with in the
24

way many excellent men are so eagerly set upon.

One of Wordsworth's American friends and correspondents
was Henry Reed, a professor of English at the University of Penn
sylvania. In 1837 Reed brought out the first American edition of
Wordsworth's complete poems. On July 1, 1845, Wordsworth
writes Reed that one Mr. William P. Atkinson of West Roxbury,
an abolitionist, had asked him for a poem for publication in behalf

of humanity. “ I have nothing bearing directly upon slavery,”
Wordsworth informs Reed, “ but if you think this little piece would

1

serve his cause indirectly pray be so kind as to forward it to him .

He speaks of himself as deeply indebted to my writings." 25 The
poem Wordsworth refers to is " To My Grandchildren .” In Reed's
reply on August 28, 1845 , he informs Wordsworth that he has
made inquiry concerning the reputation of the gentleman who had
written Wordsworth and thinks it advisable for him not to send

the poem since it would be regrettable for Wordsworth's name to
appear in any connection “ where it might be perverting as sanc

tioning ( if only by the connection ) a spirit and modes of ' Reform '
which I am satisfied you have no sympathy with . I mean a species
of lawless, undisciplined philanthropy that counsel neither from
sober reason, nor even legitimate enthusiasm , much less from the
word of God ... Much that has been done has retarded instead of
promoting the abolition of Slavery. " 26 Wordsworth answers Sep
tember 27, 1845, thanking Reed and asking him to inform the

gentleman that he has nothing among his manuscripts that would
suit his purpose.27

This correspondence is of interest because it shows to what ex
tent the anti-slavery sentiment in English literature affected people
of like sentiment in America . We have already noted the fre

+
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quency with which anti-slavery English writers were quoted in
America. Wordsworth knew of his own reputation , for he wrote
to Edward Moxon in February, 1838, that Miss Martineau, he was
told, had said his poems were in the hearts of the American
people .28
Coleridge, another of the Lake Poets, was linked to Words

worth by his hostility to slavery, which no doubt was promoted by
friendship, correspondence, and reading. Thomas Poole, farmer

at Nether Stowey and opponent of the slave trade, was his friend.29
He was also on friendly terms with his Quaker neighbors, Thomas
Wilkinson and his wife ;30 with Mrs. Barbauld “ whose wonderful
propriety of mind ” he admired ;31 and the Clarksons with whom he
corresponded and whose home he visited.32 It was an American
acquaintance of his who brought to his mind forcibly the horrors
of slavery. A letter he received from " an American officer of High

Rank, Grand Cairo, December 18, 1804,” convinced him that he
should regard the slave trade, which had not then been abolished
as " a dreadful crime, an English iniquity , " and that " to sanction

its continuance under full conviction and parliamentary confession
of its injustice and unhumanity, is, if possible still blacker guilt. " 38
When Coleridge was a student at Cambridge, he won in 1792

the Browne Gold Medal for an ode, “ Greek Prize Ode on the
Slave Trade. ” The Latin foreword under the title is “ Sors misera
Servorum in Insulis Indiae Occidentalis ," or the “ Wretched Lot
of Slaves in the West India Islands. " 34 In a letter to his brother

George, April (1792] , Coleridge says he has been competing for all
the prizes, the Greek ode, the Latin ode, and the Epigrams. He

thinks that he has no hope of success since one Mr. Smith, “ a man
of immense genius," is among his numerous competitors. “ If you
can think of a good thought for the beginning of the Latin Ode
upon the miseries of the India slaves, communicate. My Greek Ode
is, I think , my chef d'oeuvre in poetical composition ." 35 Despite
Coleridge's misgivings he won the coveted prize. The first four
stanzas were printed in a note to line 327 of “ The Destiny of
Nations ” 36 ( 1796 ) in which he refers to a belief among the slaves

in the West Indies that death is a passport to their native land. A
similar idea is expressed in the first part of the Greek Prize Ode, a
literal translation of which reads : “ Leaving the gates of darkness,
O Death ! hasten thou to a race yoked with misery ! Thou wilt not be
received with lacerations of cheeks, nor with funeral ululations
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but with circling dances and the joy of songs. Thou art terrible
indeed, yet thou dwellest with Liberty , stern Genius! Borne on
thy dark pinions over the swelling of Ocean, they return to their
native country. There, by the side of fountains beneath citron

groves, the lovers tell to their beloved what horrors, being men,
they had endured from men . " 37

The curse of slavery is stressed in the “ Ode on the Departing
Year” ( 1796 ) when the Spirit of Earth says,

But chief by Afric's wrongs
Strange, horrible, and foul!
By what deep guilt belongs

To the deaf Synod, ' full of gifts and lies ' !
By Wealth's insensate laugh ! by Torture's howl!
Avenger, rise !38

The poem “ The Three Graves " ( 1797-1809 ) , a sexton's tale of
a mother's curse, was influenced by Bryan Edwards ' portrayal of
the Obi witchcraft on West Indian Negroes and Hearne's account

of the Cooper Indians.39 Turning to that vibrant apostrophe to
liberty, “ France: an Ode,” we behold Coleridge censuring France's

conduct toward Switzerland . The poem as it appeared originally in
the Morning Post ( April 16, 1798 ) contained a fifth stanza, which
alluded to the conduct of the African Slave Trade by the present
ministry and its supporters.40

In 1794 young Coleridge, Southey, and Lovell conceived the
idea of founding an ideal commonwealth , Pantisocracy, on the

banks of the Susquehanna. To raise funds for this project they de
cided to get subscribers for certain literary productions and also
to give lectures. Accordingly two courses of six lectures each were
given at Bristol. The first course dealt with the Civil War under
Charles I and the French Revolution . The second course dealt with
the corruptions and political views of " Revealed Religion .” One
of these lectures was against the slave trade. The reading of the
prospectus is interesting : “ Tomorrow evening, June 16th, 1795,
S. T. Coleridge, will deliver, ( by particular desire ) a lecture on

the Slave Trade, and the duties that result from its continuance.
To begin at eight o'clock , at the Assembly Coffee House, on the
Quay. Admission One Shilling.” 41 Nothing remains of this lecture
or the addresses.42

There was no place in this Utopian community for slavery.

Coleridge's argument in a letter to Southey dated November, 1794,
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is that since oxen and horses have no intellect, man is justified in
utilizing his labours for his own benefit. “ But who shall dare to
transfer ' from man to brute ' to ' from man to man '

To be em

ployed in the toil of the field while we are pursuing philosophical
studies
can earldoms or emperorships boast so huge an inequality ?
Is there a human being of so torpid a nature as that placed in our
society he would not feel it ? A willing slave is the worst of slaves.

His soul is a slave. Besides, I must own myself incapable of per

ceiving even the temporary convenience of the proposed innova
tion .

43

On November 6, 1794, Coleridge wrote his brother George that
he had been asked what was the best conceivable mode of meliorating

society. He said : “ My answer has been this : ‘ Slavery is an abomi
nation to my feeling of the head and the heart. Did Jesus teach

the abolition of it ? No ! He taught those principles of which the
necessary effect was to abolish all slavery . He prepared the mind

for the reception before he poured the blessing .' You ask me what
the friend of universal equality should do. I answer : ' Talk, not
politics. Preach the Gospel. ' 1144
Other references to the Negro are as follows : Cottle received in
1796 a letter from Coleridge stating that Southey's “ Six Sonnets
on the Slave Trade " are worthy of the Author of ' Joan of Arc .'

In the same year Coleridge wrote to the editor of the Cambridge
Intelligencer ( April 1, 1796 ) that the sonnet on the rejection of
Wilberforce's bill was written by Southey almost two years before
and not by the person who signed his name to it.*5 In a letter
to Wordsworth, January, 1798, Coleridge mentions Kotzebue's
Negro Slaves and Lewis ' Castle Spectre. Lewis claimed novelty in
the treatment of Hassan , one of the characters ; but Coleridge says
he is only a Negro with a benevolent heart, who, stolen from his
country, becomes a misanthrope as a result of mistreatment by the
Christians.46

Coleridge like Wordsworth was interested in the success of
Clarkson . In 1801 he characterized Clarkson in a letter to Southey

as the “ anti-Negro trade Clarkson . ”' 47 Clarkson permitted Cole
ridge to read in manuscript form his history of the abolition of

the slave trade. His reaction is shown in a letter, February, 1808,
to Southey where he writes that the dullness and commonplace of

the first three pages afford a delightful disappointment, “ for all the
rest is deeply interesting, written with great purity as well as
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simplicity of language, which is often vivid and felicitous ( as the
monthly Rev. would say) and nothing can surpass the moral beauty
of the manner in which he introduces himself and relates his own

maxima pars in that Immortal War - compared with which how
mean all the conquests of Napoleon and Alexander !” 48 Coleridge
desired that Clarkson's book meet a favorable reception with the
public. Accordingly he wrote on May 23, 1808, a very courteous
letter to Francis Jeffrey, editor of the Edinburgh Review , “ to
intreat for the sake of mankind - an honourable review of Mr.

Clarkson's ' History of the Abolition of the Slave Trade.' I know
the man, and if you knew him, you, I am sure, would revere him ,
and your reverence of him, as an agent, would almost supersede all
judgment of him as a mere literary man.. " 49 Coleridge deems it
presumptuous to offer to review the work himself ; yet he should
like to submit some thoughts which came to him while he was
reading it. When Jeffrey wrote Coleridge a “ very polite ” letter

desiring him to write the review , Coleridge did so.50 The review
was printed in the Edinburgh Review for July, 1808.51 On its
publication Coleridge was very much mortified to see that some
passages praising Pitt were deleted ( on Clarkson's authority ) and
" abuse and detraction "

substituted instead .

Clarkson refused

to let him make public the transaction and expressed satisfaction
with the effect of the review.52 That Coleridge for a long time
afterward was affected by Jeffrey's changes is evident in aa letter he
wrote to Mr. T. J. Street on September 19 (1809) , complaining
about the shameful mutilation of his review53 and in another letter

to Thomas Poole on January 12, 1810.54
The well-known Abyssinian explorer Bruce in his work Travels
to Discover the Source of the Nile ( 1790 ) had vindicated the slave
trade. In a letter to Mr. Hunt, Coleridge takes issue with Bruce,

affirming that such things as " predatory Wars, Murder of Male
Captives, Sale of the females — then (avarice prevailing over
Blood-thirstiness ) sale of male and female, and that accursed
Slave Trade which Bruce likewise vindicates!” were not so “ from
the beginning" but came about as the result of the hardness of
men's hearts.55

In prose works other than letters did Coleridge manifest his
attitude toward the Negro. For example, in The Friend, a literary,
moral, and political paper ( 1809-1810 and 1818 ) , he says that in
the spiritual darkness that has enveloped the earth at various ages
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there is a need for indispensable moral truths to be proclaimed
by the few who in every age attempt to build lofty and noble

structures. To this small group belong Luther, Huss, Calvin, and
Latimer in former times and at the present Thomas Clarkson, and
his excellent confederates, the Quakers, " who fought and con
quered the legalized banditti of men -stealers, the numerous and

powerful perpetrators and advocates of rapine, murder, and (of
blacker guilt than either) slavery.  ܙ"ܙ56
56

Coleridge again pays tribute to Clarkson, Sharp, and Wilber
force for their contribution to the continuance of national pros
perity.57 Again he says in a lecture : “ For I have seen what infinite
good one man can do by persevering in his efforts to resist evil and

spread good over human life : and if I were called upon to say,
which two men in my own time, had been most extensively useful,
and who had done most for humanity, I should say Mr. Clarkson
and Dr. Bell. '>>

58

In a passage dealing with the origin of man Coleridge says
that the descendants of Ham went to Africa and thus verified the

curse pronounced upon them.59 In “ Table Talk ” for February 24,
1827, he reproduces Blumenbach's " scale of dignity " with regard
to the five races : Caucasian or European , Malay, American, Negro,
and Mongolian.60 Coleridge often voiced an interest in black
characters in literature. He says in his “ Notes on Othello ” from

“ Lectures upon Shakespeare and other Dramatists” that Shake
speare was not so “ utterly ignorant as to make a barbarous Negro
plead royal birth ,—at a time, too, when Negroes were not known

except as slaves." 61 Furthermore, Othello was not a Negro but a
Moor, and the dramatist could not possibly have had the “ mon

strous' conception of having a Venetian girl fall in love with a
Negro .62 One character that especially appealed to Coleridge
evidently was the black colonel in Mrs. Bennett's Beggar Girl.63

A character that Coleridge evidently had no taste for was Zeluco,
the cruel slave master and planter in Moore's novel of the same
name . 64

Later Coleridge became more and more conservative in his at
titude. On June 8, 1833, we find him saying, “ You are always
talking of the rights of the Negroes. As a rhetorical mode of
stimulating the people of England here, I do not object ; but I
utterly condemn your frantic practice of declaiming about their

rights to the blacks themselves. They ought to be forcibly reminded
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of the state in which their brethren in Africa still are, and taught

to be thankful for the providence which has placed them within
the reach of the means of grace. >> 65

Southey, the third of the trio of Lake Poets, expresses through
John Ball in Wat Tyler the principle that Nature made all men
equal and that equality is their birthright. Hence Southey took
an active interest in varied humanitarian projects to aid men

obtain this birthright. One, like Southey, concerned with reforms
in the army, and among criminals, laborers, and paupers would,
of course , include the slave in his program . His pen, doubtless,
accomplished much good ; for example, H. C. R. wrote in a letter
to T. R. (July 23, 1833 ) that “ no one public writer has so in
66

variably advocated the cause of the poor ” as Southey.6
Southey could have become interested in the Negro by various
means. He was intimate with Clarkson, Wordsworth , and Cole
ridge, all of whom were friendly to the Negro. He dedicated The

Fall of Robespierre to Hannah More 67 and visited her home at
Bristol.68 Southey's reading also enters here for consideration . He
thought Bamfylde's sonnets some of the most original in the

English language.69 Sources for his Life of Wesley no doubt
quickened his interest in the slavery question. In one instance he
mentions Dr. Coke's tactless methods and interest in Negro emanci
pation.70

In 1794 Southey's Poems Concerning the Slave Trade?i ap
peared, consisting of six sonnets and three other poems. We quote
Sonnet I in its entirety :
Hold your mad hands ! forever on your plain

Must the gorged vulture clog his beak with blood !
Forever must your Niger's tainted flood
Roll to the ravenous shark his banquet slain?
Hold your mad hands! and learn at length to know ,
And turn your vengeance on the common foe,

Yon treacherous vessel and her godless crew !
Let never traders with false pretext fair

Set on your shores again their wicked feet :
With interdict and indignation meet
Repel them , and with fire and sword pursue!
Avarice, the white, cadaverous wide and far,

And for his purveyor calls the demon War. ” 72
In Sonnet II an ironical question is addressed to a widow ; she is
asked why she beats her breast and rends her hair frantically as
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the white-sailed ship recedes from view . Since no mercy exists
in the human heart, she is told to find rest in the grave. The sonnet
concludes with the wish that the God of Justice may sink the

ship and thereby bless the slave with “ liberty and death .” Sonnet
III voices the author's indignation at the inhuman treatment of the
pale tyrant who whips relentlessly the already over-burdened slave.

Those who at their ease “ sip the blood - sweeten'd beverage ” scorn
thoughts like these. The poet, however, is grateful that he can feel

for the slave writhing in " silent woe. ” Sonnet IV expresses the
grief of a slave snatched far away from his native land where his
loved ones likewise grieve in hopeless despair. Unlike James Mont

gomery, who in The West Indies represents the master as being
unable to sleep because of his conscience, Southey represents the
as undisturbed as Justice ” in their sleep. In Sonnet V

owners

the poet defends the slave who, in contrasting his present woe with
past joys, suddenly goes insane and kills his inhuman lord . Sonnet

VI presents a gruesome picture of a slave hung high in the air
while exposed to attacks of ravenous birds of prey. Those respon
sible for this crime will meet their just reward.
Turning to “ The Genius of Africa ” 78 ( 1795 ) , we behold the
poet urging the genius to arise from her calm and avenge those

suffering from Europe's guilt. The last stanza represents the
genius as heeding the plea and taking vengeance by hurricane, tidal
waves, and pestilences, a favorite motif, as we have seen, in anti
slavery literature.

Another poem, " The Sailor Who Had Served in the Slave

Trade” ( 1798 ) ,74 closely resembles Coleridge's “ The Ancient
Mariner .” This ballad has its origin in a story of a dissenting
minister of Bristol, who in September, 1798, came across a re
morseful sailor groaning in a cow house. By publishing this story
in the form of a poem, Southey helped to interest public opinion

in behalf of the slave. He says in the introductory note that “ such
stories ought to be made as public as possible.” Similarities be
tween this poem and “ The Ancient Mariner” are obvious. Note
the beginning :
It was a Christian minister

Who, in the month of flowers,
Walk'd forth at eve, amid the fields
Near Bristol's ancient towers .
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Hearing agonizing groans, he discovers a sailor
" I have done a cursed thing !” he cried ;
" It haunts me night and day ;

And I have sought this lonely place
Here undisturb’d to pray .

The sailor is haunted especially by the thought of a Negro woman

whom he had beaten so severely that she died . His torments and
persecution by the Wicked One give him no rest day and night.

The minister then tries to console him with the thought of Christ's
pardoning blood.
The poem “ Verses spoken in the Theatre at Oxford upon the
Installation of Lord Grenville " ( 1810 ) 75 admonishes England,
the bulwark of liberty, to look to herself, for sooner or later she will

meet retribution.

Tributes are paid Grenville, Wilberforce, and

Clarkson for their services to humanity.

In Lyric Poems appears “ To Horror" ( 1791 ) ,76 a poetical
apostrophe to the fierce genius Horror to permit the author to ac
company him on his travels by land :
Horror ! I call thee yet once more !

Bear me to that accursed shore,
Where on the stake the Negro writhes.

Assume thy sacred terrors then ! dispense
The gales of Pestilence!
Arouse the oppressed ; teach them to know their power ;

Lead them to vengeance! and in that dread hour
When ruin rages wide,
I will behold and smile by Mercy's side.

Southey's irony is very forceful in “ The Dancing Bear, Recom
mended to the Advocates for the Slave Trade" ( 1799 ) ?? Here

the fate of the Negro slave is compared to the anguish of a bear
forced by his master to dance clumsily for the merriment of a callous

crowd. Politicians declare that the bear forfeited his right to free
dom when he first fell into the snare and that not only is he happier
than he would be were he with his brother bears roaming over the
" trackless snows,” but his morals will be improved by the change
from savagery to civilization .
In the first stanza of Canto I of " A Tale of Paraguay " the

poet says that Jenner's name will ever be blessed among mankind.

It was Jenner who taught man how to conquer the terrible disease
of smallpox which
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... Africa sent forth to scourge the West,

As if in vengeance for her sable brood
So many an age remorselessly oppress 'd.78
“ The Poet's Pilgrimage to Waterloo ” is a long poem about the

contest between England and Napoleon, and England's ensuing
blessings after the victory at Waterloo . In Part IV Southey says
that the nations have rejected the light given them : Egypt bears
witness of the tyranny of priests; wretched Africa, of error and
crimes; and the Orient is bowed in slavery.79 With joy does he

behold the foulest blot of Slavery effaced and the children of the
“ lovely isles” living in cheerful industry. In some large town
square he sees three statues of men who, the Muse says, are best
deserving of fame. To her inquiry who best is worthy of man's
gratitude the poet says :
Clarkson, I answer'd, first; whom to have seen
And known in social hours may be my pride,
Such friendship being praise; and one, I ween,

Is Wilberforce, placed rightly at his side,
Whose eloquent voice in that great cause was heard
So oft and well. But who shall be the third ? 80

The Muse answers that Time will reveal the name of one who,

worthy to stand beside Clarkson and Wilberforce, shall utterly
efface the accursed word of slave from the laws of England.81

Southey's enthusiasm for the Negro's cause reveals itself
as ardently in his letters as in his poems. Writing to John Rick
man , January 9, 1800, he deplores the fact that slavery is gain
ing ground.82 From Lisbon , he writes on May 23, 1800, to Lieu
tenant Southey that there the filthiest offices are performed by
Negroes. When they grow too old to work, they are given their

freedom like horses ; therefore black beggars are numerous. The
old women look so ugly that he cannot help wondering at “ the

frequency of Negresses in romance!” 83 December 17, 1803, finds
him advising Lieutenant Southey to collect from the Negroes in
the West Indies material about their superstitions, worship, burial,
births and marriage ceremonies, charms, powers of priests, animals,
and about Timbuctoo, a city of curiosity to travellers.84 I quote
in detail from a letter to Rickman , December 23, 1803, because it
shows a fondness for minutiae and an industry for which Southey

was famous. The poet asks Rickman to get evidence upon the
Slave Trade as printed for the House of Commons. I want to

84

THE NEGRO IN ENGLISH ROMANTIC THOUGHT

collect all materials for speculating upon Negroes. That they are a

fallen people is certain, because, being savages , they have among
I am very desirous to know
whether the Negro priests and jugglers be a caste; or if any man
may enter into the fraternity ; and if they have a sacred language.
We must continue to grope in darkness about early history, ܕtill
 ܙ85
some strong-headed man shall read the hieroglyphics for us .
Southey sympathized with the Negroes who had revolted in St.
Domingo. To him they symbolized hurricanes and pestilences, sent
as “ blind instruments of righteous retribution and divine justice. " 86

them the forms of civilization .

A letter to Coleridge, February 19, 1804, reveals “ Parson - son
(Clarkson ), the Piscis Piscium sive Piscissimus" in " high spirits
about the Slave Trade." The recent success of the Negroes in St.
Domingo causes Southey to hope for the abolition of the slave
trade.8 Again on August 22, 1805, Southey writes Lieutenant
87

Southey that if he were in England, it is likely that his testimony
about the slaves in the West Indies might have some weight in

the House of Lords. The poet still desires more detailed informa
tion about the institution of slavery . This time he wants to know

about a planter's day, his meals, his dress, amusements, employ
ments, education of himself and family, etc.88 On December 7,
1805, Lieutenant Southey is urged to collect some Jamaica news
papers and secure further material on burial customs of the
Negro.89 Richard Druppa on March 27, 1807, is advised that the
abolishment of the Slave Trade is a " great" thing.

After the abolition of the slave trade, Southey's interest in
the Negro did not abate. He writes to John May, February 16, 1809,

" Have you seen William Taylor's Defense of the Slave Trade in
Bolingbroke's Voyage to the Demerary ! It is truly William

Taylorish ; thoroughly ingenious, as usual, but not ingenuous; he
weakens the effect of his own arguments by keeping the weak side

of his cause altogether out of sight. In defending the slave trade,
as respects the duty of man toward man, he has utterly failed. He
has succeeded in what you and I think of more consequence,-in
showing what the probable end is for which wise Providence has

so long permitted the existence of so great an evil. ..." 91
Southey wishes to know from C. H. Townshend, February 16,
1817, whether he has read Thomas Clarkson's history of the
abolition of the slave trade. He writes, “ I have heard it from

his own lips, and never was a more interesting story than that of
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his personal feelings and exertions." 92 Southey thinks that such
men as Clarkson and Dr. Bell who lead useful lives must be

“ eminently happy.

Years later Southey was criticized by Brougham and Clark
son for his apparent inactivity in the abolition cause . Brougham
writes to Zachary Macaulay on September 16, 1823, that Clarkson
wrote to Southey at Keswick, “ and at my instigation remonstrated
in our joint names, but with no unfriendly voice ,' on his never
having made head against the common enemy, and especially on
the Quarterly Review being obstinately silent for fifteen years on
the subject of Negro Slavery. He writes that all Southey's attempts
to procure insertion have failed, but I enclose his letter. I re
plied to Clarkson in a style which I hope he showed Southey, as
it was fitted to work him up to more vigorous efforts in that

quarter where he really ought to have great weight . "93
There was a great outcry when the Bible Society printed
a " Negro- English " New Testament. But Southey, as he writes

J. W. Warter, August 25, 1830, considers himself fortunate in
owning what he calls a great curiosity , and considers the Society

“ justified in having printed it, but every means for superseding
it ought to be used by teaching either Dutch or English in all
the English Schools.” 94 Southey was one of those Englishmen
who took an interest in the progress of slavery in the United States.
In a letter to John Rickman, October 15, 1832, he deplores the
instability of the United States Government. He does not doubt

that the West Indian planters would seek America's permission
to join the union and be accepted, “ if the slave question were not

likely to be the cause of quarrel between the southern states and
the Congress. Most likely I shall write a paper upon this question
for the Christmas number. " 95

Although Southey was despised by Byron, the latter, was like
Southey in his equally hostile attitude to slavery. In the early

works of Byron frequent references to the Negro exist. In “ Hints
from Horace " he refers to Earl Osmond's Negro in “ Monk "

Lewis' The Castle Spectre.96 A note to stanza 91 in “ Childe
Harold's Pilgrimage" ( Canto III ) deals with outdoor methods of
worship. The success of the Methodists may be due to their prac

tice of preaching in the field and the unstudied quality of their
preaching. He continues, " Many of the Negroes, of whom there
are numbers in the Turkish empire, are idolaters, and have free
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exercise of their belief and its rites ; some of these I had a distant
view of at Patras ; and, from what I could make out of them , they

appeared to be of a truly Pagan description , and not very agree
able to a spectator. " 97
In “ Don Juan ” there are many pictures of eastern slave marts
and black eunuchs. Of a slave mart in Constantinople the poet
says in Canto IV :

Twelve Negresses from Nubia brought a price
Which the West Indian market scarce could bring—

Though Wilberforce, at last, has made
it twice
98
What 'twas ere abolition .

In Canto V Byron describes another slave mart with slaves of all

nations and ages. With Byronian flippancy the author says :
All save the blacks seemed jaded with vexation,
From friends, and home, and freedom far estranged ;
The Negroes more philosophy display'd ,
Used to it, no doubt, as eels are to be flay'd.99

In the same canto, Stanza XX, Byron pays tribute to Wilberforce :
Good people all, of every degree,
Ye gentle readers and ungentle writers,
In this twelfth Canto 'tis my wish to be
As serious as if I had for inditers

Malthus
and Wilberforce:–the last set free
The Negroes, and is worth a million fighters;
While Wellington, has but enslaved the Whites,
And Malthus does the thing 'gainst which he writes.100
In Stanza LXX the author says that though he traveled much, he

never has had the opportunity to trace the Negroes to " that im
practicable place called Timbuctoo ; but if he should go there, no

doubt he would be told that black is fair. The apostrophe to Wilber
force in Canto XIV, Stanza LXXXII, is a splendid example of
those sudden transitions from serious vein to lighter for which
Byron is famous :
O Wilberforce! thou man of black renown ,

Whose merit none enough can sing or say ,
Thou hast struck one immense Colossus down,

Thou moral Washington of Africa !
But's there's another little thing I own ,

Which you should perpetrate some summer's day,
And set the other half of Earth to rights;

You have freed the blacks - now pray shut up the whites.101
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Very significant is the note on another passage, for it shows
Byron's unqualified detestation of discrimination because of color.
The passage is the first part of stanza XVIII in Canto XV :

Was it not so great Locke! and greater Bacon ?
Great Socrates! and thou , " Diviner still,
Whose lot it is by Man to be mistaken,
And they pure creed made sanction of all ill ?102
From the note we learn that “ Diviner still ” refers to Christ.

Byron says, “ If ever God was man- or man God he was both. I
never arraigned his creed, but the use, or abuse - made of it. Mr.

Canning one day quoted Christianity to sanction Negro slavery,
and Mr. Wilberforce had little to say in reply. And was Christ
crucified , that black men might be scourged ? If so , He had better

been born a Mulatto, to give both colours an equal chance of free
dom , or at least salvation .” 103
In the entry for December 7, 1814, in his Journal Byron says
if he could have had a speech against the " Slave Trade in Africa
and an Epitaph on a Dog, in Europe ( i.e. in the Morning Post)
my vertex sublimis would certainly have displaced stars enough to

overthrow the Newtonian system . ” 104 Again in a tirade against
political slavery Byron voices his indignation against human slavery
in a striking manner . He writes in “ Detached Thoughts, ” “ But
there is no freedom even for masters, in the midst of slaves. It

makes my blood boil to see the thing. I sometimes wish that I was
the owner of Africa, to do at once what Wilberforce will do in time,

viz., sweep slavery from her deserts, and look upon their first
dance of their freedom . " 105

Revolt against individual subjection in any form was one of

Shelley's main teachings. “ Obedience” he told his father was a
word that never should have existed . Slavery in all forms was
extremely repellent to him as the following quotations show :
" How should slaves produce anything but tyranny

even as the seed produces the plant ?" 31
' 06
“ The Europeans have in this circumstance, and in the
abolition of slavery, made an improvement the most decisive

in the regulation of human society .” 107
“ All have a right to an equal share in the benefits and
burdens of government.'

“ Everyman has a right to a certain degree of leisure
and liberty,9because
it is his duty to attain a certain degree of
109
knowledge.
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A more definite expression of hostility to African slavery is in
" Queen Mab ” ( 1813 ) . The author speaks of the tropical in
habitants as being

changed with Christians for their gold ,
And dragged to distant isles, where to the sound
.

Of the flesh -mangling scourge, he does the work
Of all-polluting luxury and wealth,
Which doubly visits on the tyrants' heads

The long -protracted fulness of their woe . . .

110

Some years later in 1819 Shelley wrote a poem , “ Similes for Two
Political Characters of 1819.” Ravens, gibbering nightbirds, vul
tures, scorpions, wolves, crows, vipers,—all are comparable to these
two characters. Into this heterogeneous company enter shark and
dog -fish waiting for the slave ship.111
Another romanticist showing sympathy for the oppressed
Negroes was the essayist Leigh Hunt. Although he was a descendant

of West Indian planters, he did not agree with all the members of
his families on the right of men to hold slaves. In his Auto

biography,112 he shows amusement at his aunt's discomfort because
she was deprived of slaves on her arrival in England from the

West Indies. Another source of amusement was the great astonish
ment of a black servant, who accompanied his aunt to England, on
finding that he was free as soon as he touched English soil.118 The
country whence men were brought to be slaves of others gave Hunt
a strange glow when he first saw it. The first sight of Africa was

to him an " achievement." The voyagers seeing Africa for the first
time “ look at it, and repeat the word, till the whole burning and
savage territory, with its black inhabitants and its lions, seems put
into their possession . " 114
Some time between the ages of twelve and sixteen Hunt wrote

“ The Negro Boy, a Ballad ," 115 the story of a homeless boy of
twelve years, forced to wander in the bitter cold streets :
Coldblows the wind, and white the tear
Bursts trembling from my swollen eyes ,
The rain's big drops quick meet it there,

And on my naked bosom flies!
O pity, all ye sons of Joy,
The little wand 'ring Negro-boy.

+
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In his tattered clothes he wonders whether there is not some Chris

tian to give him relief from his sorrow . There is, he finally says,
Death , who will bring him relief, and he will die “ the happy Negro
boy. ”

In The Examiner for August 4, 1811, there appeared a con
tribution by Hunt called “ Negro Civilization .” The occasion
for the writing of the article was the arrival at Liverpool

from Sierra Leone of the Negro captain, Paul Cuffee, on perhaps
the first vessel owned, manned, and operated entirely by Negroes.
Cuffee was on his way to London to discuss matters of interest to

his race with the Directors of African Institution . His almost prodi

gious success in life impelled Hunt to write : “ A Negro travelling
upon his own, unfettered account, is a curiosity at once ; but a
reading Negro , one who has thought well for himself and for his

race,—who comes over the Atlantic in his own vessel,—who instead
of adopting sentiments of revenge against the whites, becomes a
member of society116 that worships peace, and who, to crown
all, is of good countenance and a manly presence,-presents an
excellent specimen of what freedom and instruction can do for the
outcasts of his colour in the very infancy of their regeneration ." 117
Hunt then appeals to England to welcome Cuffee as “ one of the
forerunners of an equal race of beings. ” The presence of such a
person in England is more glorious to England than for Paris
to have twenty representatives of slave-lands, and the abolition
of the slave trade will bring more honour to England than all the
glory of a Bonaparte. Hunt concludes with a recommendation
that a magnificent monument be erected on the coast of Africa
" as magnificent as size, and as beautiful as art, could make it;
and that no emblem might be lost, it should be useful as well as

glorious, and form a mighty sea -mark for the mariner.” 118
In The Old Court Suburb or Memorials of Kensington, Hunt

describes Gore House, where Wilberforce lived from 1808 to
1825.119 Although Wilberforce, according to Hunt, was " famous

in the annals of evangelism and the slave trade," he was also
an incongruous combination of religious bigotry (with an interest

in the next world ) and a desire to get the most enjoyment out of
this world.120

A graphic description of St. James' Park with the band on

parade in all the glory and paraphernalia of war in its most
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“ harmless aspect ” includes the blacks tossing their cymbals in
the sun.121 Interesting, too, is a comparison in an essay “ Twilight
Accused and Defended . ” 122

A correspondent had written a

facetious poem despising the 'twaddle' about the interloper
Twilight. Hunt, surprised at such an attack, defends gentle

Twilight, comparing her to a beautiful Mestiza or Quadroon that
the tired slavemaster resorts to when he wearies of his white
favorites and of his black .

Turning from Hunt's prose to his poetry , we come to a poem,
" Descent of Liberty : A Mask " ( 1814 ) . It opens with a festive
scene in which reapers and vine- gathers dance in beauteous joy.

This scene of loveliness is marred by a loud voice heralding a
“ Sable Genius,'' who prostrates himself at the feet of Liberty. He
describes the happiness of his brethren dancing on the peaceful
green amid their “ low cabins and tall -shafted trees. ” But soon a

peal of laughter announces the arrival of the dread ship, which
leaves in its wake the grief
Of wives and children from each other torn

To glut th ' accursed in their distant haunts,

Of stripes and sorrows, bitter-turning bloods,
Impatience, moist-covering agonies. ...123
On learning that the responsibility for such a scene rests upon

England, Liberty, put to shame, answers that she will heed the
urgent plea of the Sable Genius.

As a companion poem to “ The Feast of the Poets ” Hunt wrote
“ Blue-Stocking Revels, or the Feast of the Violets" ( 1837 ) having

as its theme 'literary ladies .' Such women are mentioned as Aiken,
Austen, Baillie, Bowles, Edgeworth, Ferrier, Jameson, Martineau,
and Opie. That Hunt knew of the interest of some of these women
in the Negro is seen in the following lines :
Then came young Twalmley, nice sensitive thing,
Whose pen and whose pencil give promise like spring ;

Then Whitfield, then Wortley — and acridly bright

In her eyes, but sweet-lipped, the slaves ' friend, Fanny Wright.124
A contemporary of Hunt, the “ gentle " Lamb, was proud to
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have among his friends, as he wrote Southey in 1823, “ Allan C.,
the large Scot ” and “ Clarkson, almost the narrowness of that
relation (friend) , yet condescending not seldom heretofore from

the labours of world -embracing charity to bless my humble
roof. ” 125 Lamb was also fond of John Woolman , well known
Quaker in the anti-slavery movement, whom Lamb urged his
readers to get by heart." Therefore, we cannot believe Lamb to
126 In
be serious when he says he hates Abyssinians, Ethiops, etc.12
“ Imperfect Sympathies " Lamb reveals his attitude toward dif

ferent nations : his dislike for Scotchmen, his indifference toward
Jews, whom, however, he respects and admires; his fondness for the
Quakers and his love for Negroes. Concerning the last he writes,
“ In the Negro countenance you will often meet with strong traits

of benignity. I have felt yearnings of tenderness toward some of
these faces — or rather masks — that have looked out kindly upon one

in casual encounters in the streets and highways. I love what
Fuller beautifully calls these images of God cut in ebony.' But
I should not like to associate with them, to share my meals and

my goodnights with them because they are black . " 127 Writing
of the humanitarianism of his ' cousin ' J. E. in " My Relations,”
Lamb calls him “ an apostle to the brute kind.” Possessing the
intensity of feeling of Thomas Clarkson, he wanted only the steadi
ness of pursuit, and unity of purpose, of that ' true yokefellow with

Time' to have effected as much for the Animal, as he hath done for
the Negro Creation ! ” 128

Among Lamb's poems is one called “ The Young Catechist,"
a name also given by Lamb to a picture by Henry Meyer. In a
letter to his Quaker friend, Bernard Barton, a friend of the Negro,

Lamb gives an interesting account of the origin of this poem . He
writes in 1827, “ Apropos of Van Balen, an artist who painted me

lately had painted a blackamoor praying; and not filling his canvas ,
stuffed in his little girl aside of a blacky gaping at him unmean

ingly ; and then did not know what to call it. Now for a picture
to be promoted to the exhibition (Suffolk - Street) as historical, a
subject is requisite. What does me I but christen it the ‘ Young
Catechist,' and furbished it with a dialogue following, which
dubb'd it an historical painting. Nothing to a friend at need . " 129
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The poem which Lamb composed follows in its entirety :180
While this tawny Ethiop prayeth,
Painter, who is she that stayeth

By, with skin of whitest lustre;
Sunny locks, a shining cluster;
Saint-like seeming to direct him
To the power that must protect him ?
Is she of the heaven -born Three,

Meek Hope, strong Faith , sweet Charity ?
Or some cherub ?—They you mention
Far transcend my weak invention
' Tis a simple Christian child,

Missionary, young and mild ,
From herstock of Scriptural knowledge,
(Bible-taught without a college ) .

Which by reading she could gather,
Teaches him to say OUR FATHER
To the common Parent, who
Colour not respects, nor hue.
White and black in him have part,

Who looks not on the skin , but heart.
Lamb continues in his letter that the artist who had " clapt in
Miss merely as a fillspace ” was pleased with the way in which

Lamb had expressed the meaning of the picture.
In “ Recollections of аa Late Royal Academician ” ( 1831 ) Lamb
suggests that George Dawe, painter, might have gone to Hayti
to produce his picture “ Christophe of Hayti.” ( The editor Lucas
thinks that Lamb jokingly had in mind a story of Dawe as related
by a friend about another picture, “ A Negro Overpowering a
131

Buffalo ,” which had received a prize for its excellence) .1
More definite than Lamb was De Quincey in his attitude

toward slavery. A passage in “ Autobiographic Sketches " about
the erection of a statue by the Athenians to Aesop contrasts “ the
awful chasm , in the abyss that no eye could bridge, between the
pollution of slavery ,—the being a man, yet without right or lawful

power belonging to a man ,-between this unutterable degradation
and the starry altitude of the slave at that moment when, upon

the unveiling of his everlasting statue, all the armies of the earth
might be conceived as presenting arms to the emancipated man , the
cymbals and kettle drums of kings as drowning the whispers of his

ignominy, and the harps of all his sisters that wept over slavery
yet joining in one choral gratulation to the regenerated slave." 182
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In “ Protestantism ," an essay in Essays on Christianity, Paganism ,
and Superstition, De Quincey contrasts the older interpretation of
Biblical teaching on slavery and the modern . There is no need
for the New Testament to forbid slavery explicitly since it does
so “ silently and implicitly . ” 183 Like many other economists De
Quincey in " The Logic of Political Economy " in Politics and Poli
tical Economy finds slavery in the West Indian colonies and in

America far coarser and more animal in nature than slavery in
ancient Rome, where the most brilliant intellects belonged to
slaves.134 He deplores the sudden emancipation of West Indian
slaves from a position below that of children to the rank of men.185

From the context of this passage we are not to believe that De
Quincey favors slavery, but that he is voicing his protest against

the sudden freeing of the slaves without any provision on Britain's
part for social, economic, and moral guidance.
De Quincey's aversion to slavery was no doubt inherited from
his father and also promoted by his reading of literature dealing

with the slaves. He portrays his father in The Autobiography of an
English Opium -Eater as a West Indian merchant, but takes pains
to impress upon the reader that he had no connection with the

slave trade. In fact, his father, “ though connected with the West
Indian trade in all honorable branches, was so far from lending
himself even by a passive concurrence to this most memorable
abomination, that he was one of those conscientious protesters who,

throughout England, for a long period after the first publication
of Clarkson's famous Essay and the evidence delivered before
the House of Commons, strictly abstained from the use of sugar
in his own family .” 136 De Quincey's note giving from a rather
uncertain memory the “ Chronology ” on the subject of slavery
reveals De Quincey's reading ; he mentions “ Clarkson's Essay,

( originally Latin ) published,” he thinks, " in 1787, Anthony Bene
zet's book, Granville Sharpe's Trial of the Slave question in a
court of justice — these were the openings: then came Wilberforce,
Clarkson's second work , the Evidence before Parliament." 187 We

learn, further, that Cowper's moral denunciation upon all im

portant current problems appealed both to De Quincey's father
and his father's contemporaries.138
From an early age Hazlitt took his stand against slavery. At
the age of thirteen he wrote on July 9, 1790, to his mother about
this institution . When he and a friend went to a Mr. Fisher's to
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dine, Hazlitt found he was a rich man ; however, in Hazlitt's opinion
anyone who advocated slavery was a slave himself. The young
philosopher after an extended discussion on slavery says man

can not improve in the state of slavery. 139 “ Prince Maurice's
Parrot or French Instructions to a British Plenipotentiary ( Sep
tember 18, 1814 ) ” from Political Essays is a satirical account of

Castlereagh, England's representative at the Congress of Vienna
( 1814) , and Talleyrand, the representative of France. Some of
the main sections of this article are as follows:

1. That the French people were so deeply implicated in the slave

trade, as not even to know that it had been abolished by this
country.

3. That such were their blind and rooted prejudices against the

English, that we could only hope to convince them of our entire
sincerity and disinterestedness in abolishing the Slave Trade our
selves, by lending a helping hand to its revival by others.
7. That to rob and murder on the coast of Africa is among the

internal rights of Legislation and domestic privileges of every
European and Christian state.
9. That his most Christian Majesty Louis XVIII is so fully im
pressed with the humane and benevolent sentiments of Great
Britain and the allies in favour of the abolition of the Slave Trade,

that he was ready to have plunged all Europe into a war for its
continuance .

Lastly. That by consenting to the re -establishment of the Slave
Trade in France, we were most effectually preparing the way for its
abolition all over the world.

Hazlitt flays Lord Castlereagh because of his indifference and ac
quiescence to the French on this subject while the cries of Africa

were lost amidst the nods and smiles and shrugs of these demi
puppets ." 140 The Examiner for October 16, 1814, carried an article
by Leigh Hunt in which he suggested that the slave trade should
be abolished at once.141 Hazlitt in the essay “ Whether the Friends
of Freedom can Entertain Any Sanguine Hopes of the Favourable

Results of the Ensuing Congress? ” ' ( October 23, 1814) , is extremely
skeptical that such will be done through Lord Castlereagh 142
.
Sarcastic reference is made by Hazlitt to a writer in The Morning
Chronicle ( July 17, 1817 ) , who apologizes for expressing his ap
probation of the abolition of the slave trade.143 The essay in which
the reference is made is “ On the Treatment of State Prisoners ,'?
( July 17, 1817 ) .

Hazlitt's opinion of Wilberforce was no more admirable than
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that of Hunt. In “ Lord Eldon - Mr. Wilberforce,” an essay in
The Spirit of the Age ( 1825 ) 144 Hazlitt is against Lord Eldon

because he opposes such a liberal principle as the abolition of the
slave trade and dooms a continent to slavery. Wilberforce is a
less perfect character in his way , divided between reputation and

duty, desiring not only the gratitude of one-half of the human
species " ( the images of God carved in ebony as old Fuller calls
them ) ” but also the praises of the West Indian planters and the
Guinea traders. Also he is frankly outspoken against the despot
slave owner, but ignominiously silent in the case of the European

despots and even their tyranny. In short, Wilberforce is an excel
lent specimen of " moral equivocation .” Hazlitt also rebukes his
fluctuation in connection with the abolition of the slave trade

when he apparently yielded to Mr. Pitt's dilatoriness. In contrast
to this denunciation of Wilberforce, Hazlitt hails as the one who

actually effected the abolition of slavery, “ Clarkson , the true
Apostle of human Redemption on that occasion , and who it is
remarkable, resembles in his person and lineaments more than one
of the Apostles in the Cartoons of Raphael. He deserves to be added
to the Twelve !” 145

The horrors of the Middle Passage, the throwing overboard of
sick slaves in 1775 by the captain of a Guinea vessel, and an
incident from Sharp's Memoirs about a young African chieftain
are used in the essay “ On Reason and Imagination ” from The
Plain Speaker ( 1826 ) as illustrations of the point Hazlitt is trying

to establish ; namely, that the sufferings incurred by the slave trade
cannot be compensated in a moral sense despite the claim that they
are compensated commercially and politically.146
A discussion of the color " black " in the Life of Napoleon is an

interesting revelation of Hazlitt's lack of prejudice because of

color. In forming judgments, he contends, one should not take
black into consideration. Such moral principles as right and
wrong, justice and injustice might depend on a distinction between
black and white if these colors determined good and evil, or pleasure
and pain. Better is the moral in Fuller's quaint statement that
Negroes are " ' the images of God carved in ebony.' The hand
does not feel pain the less because it is black? Why then should
it feel it the more because it is black, which does not alter the
essence of the question ." 147 It should not be assumed that Negroes
are incapable of civilization because of their color. Of the two,
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a slave and a slave driver, the former is, in Hazlitt's opinion, more

respectable.148 Later in the volume the author commends Fox,
who, despite difficulties, redeemed “ while in office one of the great

pledges of humanity , by abolishing the Slave-trade." 149
Those who plead custom and dislike of innovation whenever
any measure for advancement is suggested receive Hazlitt's castiga
tion in “ Capital Punishments,” an essay addressed to the Edin
burgh Review, July, 1821. Those who oppose reforms and abolition
of capital punishment are the same ones who opposed such humane

measures as the Concessions of the Catholic claims, the Abolition of
the Slave-Trade, and the Amelioration of the Penal Laws. Argu
ments used now are similar to those used by the Solicitor -general
in 1775 when one hundred and forty Negroes were thrown over

board by the captain of a Guinea trader.150 In advocating the
abolition of capital punishment Hazlitt mentions the work of Mrs.
Fry, who belongs to a sect benevolent in creed and practice. To
this sect, the Quakers, is due in large measure the abolition of the
slave trade for which service they will receive their reward.151

Walter Savage Landor's attitude toward slavery can be in
ferred in this quotation from “ Diogenes and Plato ” : “ ' Tis a dire
calamity to have a slave ; 'tis an inexpiable curse to be one." 152
In March, 1812, he writes Southey : “ I pray fervently to God that
no part of America may be desolated ; that her wildernesses may
be the bowers and arbours of liberty ; that the present restrictions
on her commerce may have no other effect than to destroy the

cursed trafficking and tricking which debases the brood worse than
felonies and larcenies ; and that nothing may divert their atten
tion from their own immense neighborhood, or from the determina

tion of helping to set free every town and village of their con
tinent!” He continues that the Americans and English speak the

same language, and he has no doubt of their preserving those
principles of freedom that impelled their ancestors to leave Eng
land . 153

In the " imaginary conversation " between William Penn and
Lord Peterborough , Landor represents Penn as hoping that the

slave ship, slave trade, and the dungeons of the Inquisition may be
abolished. The one, Landor continues, who will effect the abolishing

of the slave trade will have done more than all the twelve apostles.154
The conversation between Romilly and Wilberforce is devoted al
most wholly to the slavery question.

Romilly doubts the sincerity
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of those clergymen who are absent from the House whenever the
question of slavery arises. He indignantly asks, “ Can we believe
their belief who wallow in wealth and war ; in theirs who vote sub

sidies for slaughter ; who speed the slaveship with their prayers ;
who bind and lacerate and stifle the helpless wretches they call men
and brethren ? ' '155
>

Banos, in “ Lopez Banos and Romero Alpuente, " calls
Chateaubriand a'whining fox " under whose administration more
than thirty slave -vessels sailed in the present year from the port

of Nantes only ; all armed, all equipped with chains and instru
ments of torture. If he was ignorant of this, he was little fit to be
minister ; if he knew it, he was less. " 156 Another conversation ,

" Landor, English Visitor, and Florentine” represents Landor
expressing indignation at the way in which the cruel wretch Na
poleon mistreated his “ enthusiastic admirer and humble fol

lower, Toussaint L'Ouverture. "'157 Another reference to Toussaint
is in an elegiac poem, " To Andrew Crosse,” in the lines
Hoarse whistles Wordsworth's watery flute,
Which mourn'd with loud indignant strains
The famisht Black * in Corsic chains.158

In a note on the word “ Black " Landor calls Wordsworth's sonnet
on Toussaint Louverture one of the noblest sonnets in the language.
A poem , " To General Andrew Jackson, President of the United
States,” ( 1836 ) pays tribute to Jackson as “ a deliverer of man
kind .' Then comes a prophecy for the slaves which is yet unful
filled :

Up, every son of Afric soil,
Ye worn and weary , hoist the sail !
For your own glebes and garners toil
With easy plough and lightsome flail :
A father's home ye never knew ,
A father's home your sons shall have from you.

Enjoy your palmy groves, your cloudless day,
Your world that demons tore away .

Look up ! look up ! the flaming sword
Hath vanisht! and behold your Paradise restored !150
>

Another poem, " To Friend Jonathan ” ( 1850 ) , appeals to America
for freedom of the slaves. Landor voices his regrets that the Blacks

still bear the " ensign on their backs” and that they must be given
up “ to drain the bitter cup." The author refers to the Fugitive
>
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Slaves Bill which Congress had passed September 13, 1850. Friend

Jonathan is warned that Freedom, Fraud, and Falsehood, can never
exist side by side.160

Landor's attitude towards the Negroes changed considerably
as he grew older. In February, 1862, he writes to an American
friend, Kate Fields, whom he had met in England, that he was
pained by the events in America and that the Northern states had
always acknowledged the right of the South to hold slaves. He
proposed the following plan : first, “ that every slave should be free
after ten years ' labor ;' secondly, “ that none should be imported,
or sold or separated from wife and children " ; thirdly, " that an
adequate portion of land should be granted in perpetuity to the
liberated " ; " that the proprietor would be indemnified by ten years'
labor. ..." '161

In September of the same year he writes from Flor

ence about America, “ Half the nation would utterly ruin the
other half — would liberate the Blacks who are well contented , and
would enslave their masters under whom they were happy. 19162 He

adds that within fifty years there will be fifty independent states
with New York as the capital of the northern group and Washing
ton as the capital of the southern . Another letter to Kate Fields

in January, 1863, further shows his reaction when he voices his
opinion that it is better that the Negroes should be satisfied as
slaves than that the Union be disrupted. Again the old argument

is advanced that Negroes are happier now than they were in
Africa; and if the North succeeds, taxes will rise and much con
fusion will ensue.163 A letter written September 11 , 1863, expresses
Landor's sorrow at the Civil War in which the North has violated
the Constitution, for slavery, though execrable, was lawful. He,
however, offers again his plan, which he thinks Congress might have

adopted in liberating the slaves. Briefly the plan is this : that after
fifteen years every slave be freed ; none are to be sold or imported ;
no husband or wife is to be separated ; no slave under twelve is to
labour; and schools to which children of both sexes from six to ten

will be sent are to be established in every township.164
Thomas Babington Macaulay, son of the energetic Zachary

Macaulay, believed that all men should have equality of opportunity.

His writings show a thorough and intimate acquaintance with the
abolition movement in English and American history. His sym
pathy toward the movement is seen in the article on William Pitt

in the Encyclopedia Britannica, when he calls the bill of 1788 to
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“ mitigate the horrors” of the Middle Passage a " humane bill " and
when he emphasizes Pitt's zeal in connection with the “ atrocities
of the slave trade. " 165 The “ Essay on Milton ” contains a refuta

tion of the argument that before a people should be freed, they
should know how to use freedom . “ This maxim is worthy, ” he

says, “ of the fool in the old story, who resolved not to go into the
water till he had learnt to swim . If men are to wait for liberty
till they become wise and good in slavery, they may indeed wait
forever. " 166

It is, however, in a speech made February 26, 1845, “ The
Sugar Duties ” that Macaulay brilliantly sets forth his attitude on
slavery. The occasion was the motion of an amendment by Lord
John Russell to this effect, that “ it is the opinion of this House that

the plan proposed by Her Majesty's Government, in reference to
the Sugar Duties professes to keep up a distinction between foreign
free labour sugar and foreign slave labour sugar, which is imprac
ticable and illusory ; and, without adequate benefit to the consumer

tends so greatly to impair the revenue as to render the removal of
the Income and Property tax at the end of three years extremely
uncertain and improbable. " 167 In the debate on this amendment
Macaulay denounces the " odious '' and ' demoralizing " slave trade
in the United States thus : “ ... if there be on the surface of this

earth a country which, before God and man , is more accountable

than any other for the misery and degradation of the African race,
that country is not Brazil, the produce of which the right honor
able Baronet excludes, but the United States, the produce of which
he proposes to admit on more favorable terms than ever.

9 168

He

shows that there are two classes of states in the Union , those in
which the human beasts of burden " are forced to multiply and

supply with labor the second class, where sugar and cotton are
produced . A contrast between the census of 1830 and the census of
1840 reveals that the slave population of two breeding states, North
Carolina and Virginia, was stationary in one instance and actually
decreased in the other. Yet propagation in both cases went on very

rapidly. The young Negro youth of Virginia go to supply the void
caused by cruelty in Louisiana .
Contrasting slavery in the United States and slavery in Brazil,
Macaulay says color prejudice is less prominent in the latter coun
try , and opportunities abound for the free Negroes to become mer

chants, lawyers, doctors, priests, and soldiers. “ It is by no means un
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usual to see a white penitent kneeling before the spiritual tribunal

of a Negro, confessing his sins to a Negro, receiving absolution from
a Negro. It is by no means unusual to see a Negro dispensing the
Eucharist to a circle of whites. I need not tell the House what

emotions of amazement and of rage such a spectacle would excite in
Georgia or South Carolina." 169 The United States not only de

clares itself the champion of universal Negro slavery but takes
pride in so doing. Macaulay then points out the inconsistency of
the Baronet when he refuses Brazilian sugar because the Brazilian
government tolerates slavery and winks at the slave trade and yet

accepts cotton and sugar grown in the United States.
Announcing his intention , nevertheless, to vote with the baro

net, Macaulay recalls his own activity and self-sacrificing efforts
>

to remove from Britain's law the “ foul stain " of slavery and to
redress the wrongs of British subjects. But his special responsibil
ity toward the Negro race ceased when slavery ceased in the British
dominion . He, of course, feels sorry for the Negroes in the United

States, and his hatred of slavery is just as intense as ever ; but his
first duty is to the millions of his own countrymen who are yet in
the slavery of unjust labour conditions. If ever slavery is to be
" peaceably extinguished in the United States, the American
people must first assume the responsibility.
In a letter of June 17, 1833, to his sister, Hannah More Macau
lay, Macaulay wonders : “ If the Parliament should be dissolved ,

the West Indian and East Indian bills are of course dropped. What
is to become of the slaves?

What is to become of the tea -trade ?

Will the Negroes, after receiving the resolutions of the House of
Commons promising them liberty, submit to the cartwhip ? ''170
On July 25, 1833, he again writes her that he supported Buxton
when he moved his “ instruction to the Committee on the Slavery

Bill, which the government opposed .” 171 Macaulay's conception of
the evils of slavery are also explicitly set forth in the Indian Penal
Code Notes.” He says, “ The essence of slavery, the circumstance
which makes slavery the worst of all social evils, is not in our opin
ion this, that the master has a legal right to certain services from
the slave, but this, that the master has a legal right to enforce the
performance of those services without having recourse to the
tribunals. He is a judge in his own cause. He is armed with the
powers of a magistrate for the protection of his own private interest
against the person who owes him service. Every other judge quits
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the bench as soon as his own cause is called on. The judicial author.
ity of the master begins and ends with cases in which he has a

direct stake. The moment that a master is really deprived of this
authority, the moment that his right to service really becomes, like
his right to money which he has lent, a mere civil right, which he
can enforce only by a civil action, the peculiarly odious and malig
nant evils of slavery disappear at once .» 172 No master can obtain
efficient service if he prosecutes his slaves or his servants. The best
procedure is to cause the laborer or slave to work from the motives
and feelings of the freeman ."

Another prominent Victorian, William Makepeace Thackeray,
in " The Yankee Volunteers " 178 humorously addresses the soldiers

and signalling out a cymbal-beating black asks him whether “ some
Lucy Neal” had caused his ruin . The poem “ Timbuctoo" ( 1829 ) ,
a parody of Tennyson's Cambridge prize poem , was written, ac
cording to the author, to awaken sympathy for Africa.174 Despite
the havoc slavery has wrought in Africa, it is still a pleasant land :
Desolate Afric ! thou art lovely yet !

One heart yet beats which ne'er shall thee forget.
What though thy maidens are a blackish brown,
Does virtue dwell in whiter breasts alone?175

Half humorously Thackeray says the day will come when Africa

shall reign supreme and supply prostrate nations around with rice,
sugar, and rum .

Thackeray was one of the many English visitors to America.
An account of his visit in 1852 is given in his Letters to an Ameri
can Family . Naturally inclined toward caricature, Thackeray drew

on the cover of Putnam's Monthly, January, 1853, three caricatures
of Longfellow , George William Curtis, and “ Uncle Tom ." The latter
is a vignette referring to an article in the magazine, “ Uncle Tomi
tudes. ” In a letter from Charleston, March 11, 1853, he tells Miss

Lucy Baxter of his experience at a " black ball.” 176 The children
“ with their queer faces and ways, which are exactly half -way be
tween the absurd and the pretty ” created within him a “ strange
feeling between pleasure and pity ." He also mentions the Ameri
can custom of having Negro children stand at the dinner table
and whisk flies with a feather fan or brush. He wishes that some of

his countrymen could see the goodness of the masters to these
children.177 From London, June 3, 1853, he writes of meeting

Mrs. Stowe and being agreeably disappointed. From her face and
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behavior she impresses him as being good and truth -telling, and he
announces his intention of buckling down to Uncle Tom and reading
it when he gets a leisure hour in a country spot.178
Charles Dickens, another English visitor to the United States

( in 1842 ) , returned home filled with indignation at the mistreat
ment of the American slave. In “ American Notes ” he makes certain

emphatic statements which antagonized American slave owners.
Note the irony in the description of a mother with her children
who have just been purchased : “ The champion of Life, Liberty,
and the Pursuit of Happiness, who had bought them, rode in the
same train ; and, every time we stopped, got down to see that they
were safe. The black in Sinbad's Travels with one eye in the mid
dle of his forehead which shone, like a burning coal, was nature's
aristocrat compared with this white gentleman . " 179

Traveling

from place to place in America, Dickens found plantations recalling

to mind pictures of the same in Defoe's writings. In one place he
noticed a sign warning every one to drive slowly. The penalty for
violation by a white man was five dollars; by a Negro, fifteen stripes.
Chapter XVII of the “ American Notes” is a bitter attack of

the slavery institution ; this attack, he says, may be substantiated
with proof.

He divides the slave owners into three classes : the

first consists of “ those more moderate and rational owners of human

cattle . . . who admit the frightful nature of the Institution in the

abstract, and perceive the dangers to society with which it is
fraught. ” 180 The second class consists of those who will sell and
own slaves until they die and despite evidence to the contrary deny
horrors of the system and " gladly involve America in a war, civil

or foreign, provided that it had for its sole end and object the as
sertion of their right to perpetuate slavery, and to whip and work
and torture slaves, unquestioned by any human authority, and un
assailed by any human power. » 181 The third class “ not the least
numerous or influential is composed of that delicate gentility which
cannot brook an equal,” and whose pride requires that they have

slaves.182 Refuting the arguments of the slave-holders that public
opinion is sufficient to prevent cruelties to the Negro, Dickens
answers, “ Why, public opinion in the slave states is slavery, is it
not ?"

Dickens later presents facsimiles188 of advertisements for muti

lated runaway slaves. He asks whether we will smile at cruelties
of the Christians while whimpering at tortures practised by the
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heathen Indians on one another. As far as his part is concerned
he says, “ Rather, for me, restore the forest and the Indian village;

in lieu of stars and stripes, let some poor feather flutter in the
breeze ; replace the streets and squares by wigwams; and though the
death -song of a hundred haughty warriors fill the air, it will be
music to the shriek of one unhappy slave. " 184 In December, 1842,
Dickens wrote to Fields from London that the slave owners in

America could cry that he had lied until they were as black as their
slaves; he had the name and date of every newspaper in which the
advertisements appeared.185
Thus with the discussion of these early Victorians, Macaulay,
Thackeray, and Dickens, we conclude our study of the major roman
tic poets and essayists. Their agitation for the abolition of Negro
slavery was in keeping with the general agitation for improved

conditions in the factories, prisons, charitable institutions, and with
the general activities designed to improve the condition of brute

animals, children, and the poor. This practical humanitarianism was
not confined to the major writers, for the minor writers were ac
tively raising their voices in behalf of the Negro. To them we now
turn .

CHAPTER V

THE ROMANTIC CLIMAX ( CONT. ) —
MINOR WRITERS

Many of the lesser-known contemporaries of Wordsworth, Shel

ley, and Byron, such as Hood, Campbell, Rogers, Moore, Montgom
ery, Procter, and Galt are well known to students of English litera
ture. Others, although enjoying a certain degree of fame in their
day, are well-nigh forgotten today .

The sincere humanitarianism of Thomas Hood's later poems,

“ The Song of the Shirt” ( 1843 ) and “ The Bridge of Sighs ”
( 1844 ), superseded the pert humour of his earlier poems dealing
with the Negro. “ A Black Job ” humorously recounts the story
of a group of charitable men who set up a Philanthropical Society,
for the purpose of benefiting the Negroes.1 “ Little O'P . - African
Fact” is a tragic experience of O’Patrick with some Hottentots.2

Hood permitted sympathetic articles on the Negro to be included
in his magazine, Hood's Magazine and Comic Miscellany.

One

article by a minister, Pascoe G. Hill, entitled “ Fifty Days on Board
a Slaver ” , describes a trip on a Brazilian slave ship in 1843. The
writer ends with this thought:

“ That the Slave Trade should

exist at all in the nineteenth century is a great fact to the disgrace
of civilization . No Christian nation ought to accredit a representa
tive of human nature to a Court that connives at such a detestable

traffic; or to acknowledge, even as foreign relations those repudia
tors, who disown their brotherhood to any of the sons of Adam ! ”'
An unsigned writer in the same work portrays in “ Dallada the
Negress " his journey on a slave ship and the tragic story of a

slave dealer, Juan el Rey, and a young Negro girl's attachment for
a guitar.
Ebenezer Elliott, the Corn-Law Rhymer, received social in
>

spiration from Hood. Elliott's poem , “ Famine in a Slave Ship ,
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graphically portrays the misery on the slave- freighted barque while
5

the eager shark waits for his prey.

The poem begins :

They stood on the deck of the slave- freighted barque,
All hopeless, all dying, while waited the shark ;
Sons, Fathers, and Mothers, who shriek'd as they press'd
The infants that pined till they died on the breast
A crowd of sad mourners, who sigh'd to the gale,

While on all their dark faces the darkness grew pale.

White demons curse and scoff; finally they throw the dead slaves
overboard . But the same fate overtakes the whites, and in despair
they feed on one another. Eventually the boat sinks in the ocean
storm , and thus the slaves are avenged .
In Samuel Rogers' uninteresting poem, “ The Pleasures of

Memory " ( 1792 ) , the reader is asked to picture the gloom and
despair on Guinea's coast as the slave ship recedes carrying the
" captive bartered as a slave,," his heroic will broken in abject
slavery . Yet the slave can find comfort in the pleasures of Mem
ory :

Her dear delusions soothe his sinking soul,

When the rude scourge assumes its base control ;
And o'er Futurity's blank page diffuse
The full reflection of her vivid hues.

'Tis but to die

and then to weep no more,

Then will he wake on Congo's distant shore ...?
where in the midst of palms and plantains he will of evenings
rehearse with the companions of his youth the happy days of old.
A glowing tribute is paid to England in “ Written in 1834. ” She
has become internationally famous on land and sea because of her
culture in the arts and her prowess in arms. Yet her greatest feat,
8

one which eclipses past triumphs, was to ransom the African. The
nobility of Toussaint Louverture's character appealed to Rogers
as it did appeal to many other writers. In a blank verse poem
Italy a series of impressions of an European trip is depicted. The
first poem in the series “ The Lake of Geneva " depicts the retribu
tion coming to Napoleon, who had cruelly mistreated Toussaint.
We read :
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And, on the edge of some o'erhanging cliff,
That dungeon -fortress never to be named,
Where, like a lion taken in the toils,

Toussaint breathed out his brave and generous spirit.
Little did he, who sent him there to die,
Think, when he gave the word, that he himself,
Great as he was, the greatest among men,

Should in like manner be so soon conveyed
Athwart the deep — and to a rock so small
Amid the countless multitude of waves,

That ships have gone and sought it, and returned ,
Saying it was not !"
Rogers' home was noted for its hospitality and congenial

atmosphere. Memoirs and letters of the period are full of references
to his breakfasts and dinners where known and unknown writers

were accustomed to gather and converse informally on topics of all

kinds. Moore's entry for August 3rd is enlightening. “ Took the
boys to breakfast at Rogers ' where he had Hughes the American.
Some discussion about the existence of slavery in America, and the

sort of incubus it is on the breast of that country . Difficulty of
shaking it off ; 'the highest gentlemen' Hughes said are to be found
in the Slave States, and seemed to argue as if they were the more
high and free -minded from having slaves to trample upon. Rogers
opposed to this the instance of England ; but certainly almost all
free nations have had some such victims to whet their noble spirits
upon, and keep them in good humour with themselves. The Athen

ians had their 'OIKETAI ; the Spartans their Helots, the Romans
their Servi, and the English, till of late, their Catholic Irish .” 10
While the slave in “ The Pleasures of Memory," as Fairchild

says, comforts himself with recollections of past joys, the slave in
Thomas Campbell's “ The Pleasures of Hope" finds consolation in
the future, which will bring “ Peace to the slave, and vengeance on
the free. ” 11 Hope and Truth will dispel the superstition in Libyan
groves, “ Wild Obi flies, the veil is rent in twain . " 12 In one of the

notes18 we learn that the Negroes of the West Indies had brought
with them a superstition concerning Obi or Obeah, a supernatural
power which affected men malignantly. Later Campbell tells the

slaves that the day of freedom is yet in the distance. Man was not
made to be a slave but was formed in the image of heaven. The au
thor asks Nature whether the lordly form of the Negro was destined
to wear chains as man's slave in toils.14 Campbell represents the Ne
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gro in his native home as an artless and fearless noble savage torn

from friends and kindred to mourn in foreign climes .
A rebuke to America occurs in “ To the United States of
North America " written after he had heard of the cruelties of
American slavery :
United States, your banner wears
Two emblems - one of fame;
Alas, the other that it bears

Reminds us of your shame.
Your standard's constellation types
White freedom by its stars ;

But what's the meaning of the stripes ?
They mean your Negroes' scars.15

An American answered this poem by an " Epigram on the British
Flag .” 16
Campbell, like Rogers, admired Toussaint Louverture.

Не

writes to a friend Alison on March 27, 1803, to join him for prayers

of vengeance upon his “ black idol, Toussaint!” He says, “ I have
just read Captain Rainsford's account of him - read it, I pray you.

It is the picture of the black hero, which the world is too fond of
sugar to attend to — a plain but interesting account of Toussaint
and his cause , which will excite your warmest indignation, to think
of such a cause being crossed, and its leader bound in a dungeon
Exoriare aliquis nostris in ossibus ultor
Qui face Dardanios ferroque sequare colonos .
Imprecor arma armis - pugnent ipsique nepotes .” 17
On July 14, 1811, he writes to Alison that he cannot pronounce a

blessing on Spain and Portugal while thousands of Africans are
" groaning under the positive sanction of the Slave -trade by those
two nations. " He deplores the outrages on the African coast and
the numerous deaths on the Middle Passage.18 His attitude toward

emancipation is seen in a letter to his sister dated May 14, 1833,
wishing her joy in the prospect of the Negroes ' being emancipated,
“ a great and glorious measure." 19 In “ The Pleasures of Hope '
written thirty years previously Campbell had thought that the day
of emancipation was " far away."

Another minor poet, Thomas Moore, was appointed to the Ad
miralty Registrarship at Bermuda in 1803. After his return to
England by way of the United States and Canada, he wrote “ Poems
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Relating to America,” a volume by no means complimentary to
America. His letters show an indifferent attitude toward the Negro.

Norfolk with its dogs, Negroes, and " the few ladies that pass for
white” was to him a most strange place.20 The white coaches with
black servants contributed to the comic aspect of the city.21 In a
letter from Bermuda, January 19, 1804, he writes that he is im
pressed with the cedar groves and vistas of beautiful white houses.

He expects to see “ Nymphs and Graces come tripping from them, '
but to his disappointment he finds “ that a few miserable Negroes
is ' all the bloomy flush of life' it has to boast of.” 22 On the way
from Richmond to Baltimore he observed the mail taking on twelve

passengers, “ squalling children, stinking Negroes, and republicans
smoking cigars. " 23
A note to a poem “ To George Morgan , Esq ." mentions the skill

and confidence of a Negro pilot in guiding the boat over some
coral rocks, which seemed very close to the surface of the water.24
Another poem “ To the Lord Viscount Forbes ” brings to our view
the American demagogues,

that factious race,

Who, poor of heart and prodigal of words,
Formed to be slaves, yetstruggling to be lords,

Strut forth , as patriots, from their Negro marts,
And shout for rights, with rapine in their hearts.25
The poet wonders who can view with patience the mass

Of whips and charters, manacles and rights,
Of slaving blacks and democratic whites ...
To think that man, thou just and gentle God !

Should stand before thee with a tyrant's rod
O’er creatures like himself, with souls from thee,
Yet dare to boast of perfect liberty....

He would rather be, he continues, under the rule of aa sultan
Than thus to live, where bastard Freedom waves
Her fustian flag in mockery over slaves ;

Where - motley laws admitting no degrees
Betwixt the vilely slaved and madly free

Alike the bondage and the license suit
The brute made ruler and the man made brute.26

These lines show aa righteous indignation at the inconsistency of the
Americans and a sympathetic attitude toward the slaves.
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The poem “ To Thomas Hume, Esq. M. D.” satirizes the mating
of masters with their slaves, a frequent custom in the slave states.27
We may pass by the satirical " Epistle of Condolence From a Slave
Lord to a Cotton -Lord ,” 28 in which the slave -master bewails the
loss of his slaves and also the loss of the zest which slavery gives to
the tea -cups he sips.
The life of James Montgomery was fragrant with humanitarian
acts . From his early days to his death in 1854 he was a vigorous

foe of slavery and by speech and pen battled for the freedom of
the slave. His father was a minister of the Society of Moravian

Brethren (noted for its hostility to slavery ). No doubt, the in
fluence of a Christian home and the church associations of young
James were responsible for his ardent defence of the slave. As a
child he was accustomed to hear such prayers as these from the

Church Litany of the Brethren : “ Keep our doors open among the
heathen , and open those that are shut.”

“ Have mercy on the

Negroes, savages, slaves, and gypsies.” “ Bless our congregations
gathered from the Negroes, Greenlanders, Indians, Hottentots, and

Esquimaux; keep them as the apple of thine eye." 29 In 1789
when James was eighteen years old, his parents died in the West
Indies, where they had gone as missionaries. Concerning their death
the young poet wrote :
My parents dwelt a little while
Upon a small Atlantic isle

Where the poor pagan Negro broke
His heart beneath the Christian's yoke.
Him to new life in vain they called ,
By Satan more than man enthralled , >

Deaf to the voice that said , ' Be free,

Blind to the light of Truth was he. ...30

Many articles and poems about the Negro appeared in the Shef
field Register and the Iris, of which Montgomery was editor. For
example, in the Iris of September, 1805, he thus displays his atti
tude on the slave question : " We strongly recommend the perusal

of an article on our last page on the slave trade. The atrocities
there recorded are not the ghosts of antiquated murders that have

mouldered out of memory. This blood that cries for vengeance
has not lost its voice, it has not lost its warmth ! It boils round the

heart, it burns through the vein , while the reader alternately
trembles with anger and melts with compassion at the crimes and
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the woes of his fellow -creatures. Are slaves and slave -dealers our
fellow - creatures ! To what wickedness, to what misery are we
akin ! No, the sufferer is only our brother; his lordly oppressor
denies consanguinity with the slave; be it so, for thereby he bas

tardizes himself; the Negro is assuredly related to all the rest of the
human race .” 31 With exultation did the Iris receive the news of
the Abolition Act in 1807.32

After the abolition of the slave trade in 1807, Mr. Robert Bow

yer, to whom Montgomery was a stranger , wrote him asking him to
write a poem depicting the past sufferings and future joys of the
Africans. The poem written by Montgomery is called The West
Indies, A Poem , which was published with two other poems on
the abolition of the slave trade written by James Grahames and

Miss E. Benger.84 It was Bowyer's aim , as stated in the adver
tisement, to commemorate by a tribute of national genius the Act
of the British Parliament. He has engaged in this cause the kindred
arts of poetry and painting, with the hope that his volume will
meet the approval of the public. The West Indies is a long
descriptive poem in four parts. Montgomery, as his copious notes
reveal, was greatly indebted to works of travel by such men as

Goldbury, Mungo Park , Dr. Pinkard , Captain Stedman , and to the
writings of Clarkson, Wilberforce, and many others.

The following arguments will give some idea of the contents :
PART I. " Introduction ; on the Abolition of the Slave Trade.

The Mariner's Compass — Columbus — The Discovery of America.
The West Indian Islands. — The Caribs.

PART II. " The Cane. - Africa.

Their Extermination . " 135

The Negro . - The Slave -carrying

Trade. - The Means and Resources of the Slave Trade . — The Por

tuguese,-Dutch ,-Danes,-French ,—and English in America." 86
In this section the poet portrays the Negro in Africa as a noble
savage full of “ untutor'd grace " :
In these romantic regions Man grows wild ;
Here dwells the Negro, nature's outcast child,
Scorned by his brethren ; but his mother's eye,
That gazes on him from her warmest sky,
Sees in his flexile -limbs untutor'd grace,

Power on his forehead, beauty in his face....87

The argument of PART III reads : " The Love of Country, and of
Home, the same in all ages and among all nations. — The Negro's
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Home and Country . - Mungo Park .-- Progress of the Slave Trade.
-The Middle Passage. — The Negro in the West Indies. — The

Guinea Captain . — The Creole Planter . — The Moors of Barbary.
Buccaneers — MaroonsSt. Domingo . — Hurricanes. - The Yellow
Fever.- " 38 PART IV reads : " The Moravian Brethren .

Their

Missions in Greenland, North America, and the West Indies.
Christian Negroes. — The Advocates of the Negroes in England.Granville Sharpe, Clarkson - Wilberforce,—Pitt,-Fox,—The Na
tion itself. The Abolition of the Slave Trade. — The Future State
of the West Indies . - Of Africa O
. f the Whole World .The Mil
lennium . 9 )

39

In this last part Montgomery pays tribute to the advocates
of the Negroes' cause in England : to Sharp , who taught the world
that England's soil was free to the feet of slaves ; to Clarkson, who
worked incessantly for the Negro ; to Wilberforce, who opposed the
“ rage of hell ” ; to Pitt, the “ Negro's friend among the Negro's

foes ” ; to Fox, who “ broke the spell of Africa in death ” ; and
finally to Cowper, with whom the poet wishes to rest in the pres

ence of God.40 The poem closes with a prophecy of the time when
Justice and Mercy shall reign, and Afric's tribes will never see
tyrant and slave, since God created all men free.41
The efforts of Montgomery to effect the abolition of slavery

did not stop with the publication of this poem . In 1828 he spoke
at numerous anti-slavery meetings and formulated a petition to
Parliament from the inhabitants of Sheffield .“ In 1832 there ap
peared a Journal of Voyages and Travels by the Rev. Daniel Tyer
man, and George Bennet, Esquire, which was compiled from original
documents by Montgomery.48
After the abolition of slavery in England's colonies Montgom
ery in a public meeting thanked God for this condition which was

due, he thinks, to the Christian missionaries; for they by their
Christian teachings prepared the hearts of the slaves for freedom ."
Montgomery celebrated the occasion by a group of five poems,
“ Songs on the Abolition of Negro Slavery, in the British Colonies,

August 1, 1843.” Number 1, “ The Rainbow ," and 2, " The Negro
Is Free," '45 were very popular, occurring again and again in Amer
ican anti-slavery books and articles. The latter was written to
Moore's melody of “ Sound the Loud Timbrel o'er Egypt's Dark
Sea .”

Britannia had been hailed by Thomson and Mallet in the

eighteenth century as the land of the free. Again Montgomery hails
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Britannia as freeing the slaves at the sound of her voice . Number
4 voices the well-known theme that God made all men free. In

Number 5, “ The Negro's Vigil,” the Negroes, who ordinarily wel.
come night because it brings sweet rest, are now unable to sleep,
since they have climbed the mountain waiting for the dawn to
bring the omnipotent words, “ Let there be light. " 46
Among the many coronation festivities that took place when
Queen Victoria ascended the throne in 1838 was a public soiree at

Sheffield. After tea Montgomery made an address to the audience
in which he said :: “ Her Majesty, the first line of sovereigns since
a maiden Queen filled the throne, has succeeded to an empire on the
face of which , between the rising and the setting sun, there exists
not one slave among the hundred and twenty millions of her sub

jects ; for whatever tyranny may be exercised under the name of
apprenticeship in the West Indies, every man , woman, and child
947
in those islands, by law as well as by equity, is free. ..
At a testimonial dinner at Sheffield on the occasion of his re

tirement from the profession of editor, Montgomery said of his

literary career very appropriately :: " I sang of war — but it was
the war of freedom , in which death was preferred to chains. I sang
the Abolition of the Slave Trade, that most glorious decree of the
British Legislature, at any period since the Revolution. ... " 48
In 1809 James Grahame made a contribution to that long list
of poems written in imitation of Thomson's " Seasons." The poem
in question is British Georgics ( a series of twelve poems for the

various months ). In one of the georgics ( for August) the author
describes reapers assembling to be hired at the city gate. He refers
to the absence of slavery in Scotland, the land of the free :
No scowling tyrant there goes round and round,
Viewing the human merchandise with look
That fiends in vain would match ; no dread is there

Of separation ; parents, children, friends,
With one consent, take or reject the meed ;
Place, time, and master, all are in their choice.49

Between 1822 and 1835 Wilson contributed a series of imagi.
nary conversations in Scottish dialect called " Noctes Ambrosianae."

In a dialogue between Timothy Tickler (Robert Sym ), Shepherd
( James Hogg ) , and North (Wilson ), Tickler asks North what he
thinks of Reverend Caesar Malan, an eminent clergyman of Geneva
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who delivered a French sermon for buying the freedom of a West
Indian female slave. Tickler thinks the whole idea absurd , ad
vancing an argument frequently used by the advocates of slavery :
“ Thousan's and thousan's o ' our ain white brithers and sisters

literally starving in every manufacturin toun in Scotland, and a
Frenchman o ' the name o ' Caesar colleckin plateful's o'siller, I'se
warrant, to be sent off to the Wast Indies, to buy an abstract idea
for an ugly black wench, wha suckles her weans outower her
shouther ! ' ' 50

North defends this custom as a custom of the coun

try. Shepherd considers it an ugly custom and launches into a
tirade against those who concern themselves with “ West India
Niggers ' while there are plenty of white slaves in Scotland . To
North's query as to whether there are slaves in Scotland, Shepherd

answers in the affirmative; however, he is not going to " blether
about the Wast Indian question to a man like” Mr. North , “ wha
kens a ' the ins and out o't, better than ony abolitionist that ever
sacrificed the sincerity o ' his soul at the shrine o ' East Indian
sugar .” 51
Wilson was vitally interested , as Shepherd said , in the Negro.

One of his essays on American poetry is written in praise of Wil
liam Bryant and of one of Bryant's poems especially, “ The African
Chief," which Wilson quotes in full.52 There appeared in Black
wood's Magazine a blank verse poem by Wilson in praise of Clark
son , " Lines Written on Reading Mr. Clarkson's History of the
Abolition of the Slave Trade." The author says that Clarkson's
restless spirit is filled by a vision of millions of beings similar to
himself enveloped in gloom . The cries of the slaves in chains rend
his ears ; he sees a " pale- faced band ” from his own land, which
boasts of freedom while she chains the African . Then he hears a
voice that he has been chosen to restore mercy on earth and conquer
the miseries of mankind.53 That Wilson wrote other poems on

slavery we learn from his daughter's memoir : “ Entry June 4th .

Finished my poem on Slavery.” 54 Later she mentions finding
an octavo volume of thirty -eight poems in manuscript, one of which
was “ The Song of the Shipwrecked Slave.” 55
That favorite character, the dying Negro, is the subject of an
anonymous elegiac poem , “ The Negro's Dying Speech on His Be
ing Executed for Rebellion in the Island of Jamaica . Supposed to
Be Addressed to His Wife at the Place of Execution .” ( 1812 ) .

The Negro comforts his wife with the thought that soon he shall be
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on the blest shores of a happy land, where, unconfined as the day,
he shall chase the mountain boar. There no Christian tyrant ap
pears, nor does any slave's moaning resound through the wood.

In an ironical strain he bids the Christian glut his eyes , for soon
he will be in the arms of Death , who thwarts the rage of the tyrant
and brings peace and freedom to the slave.56

Robert Anderson's “ Negro Affection ” ( 1820 ) represents the
wife mourning the loss of her husband who has been sold as a slave.

The author attempts to use the “ broken ” language that a slave
would use .

He writes :

Poor Zeila on wide water gaze,
Where white man tear her love away ;

In vain she to poor Oran prays :
In vain she call the ship to stay.

Back to her hut can Zeila go?
From Oran dear how can she sleep ?
When Zeila breast swell big wid woe;

When Zeila eye do nought but weep ...57
She bids the Sun of Morn give no light to the cruel master who en
slaved her husband.

Attention may here be called to a number of minor poets and
prose writers. Henry Taylor, a poet and dramatist, was ap

pointed in 1825 as clerk in the Colonial office. With James Stephen
he laboured hard against the cruelties of slavery in the West Indies.
They offered to the Cabinet a plan aimed to provide a suitable
education for the freed Negro so that he might not be embarrassed

by sudden emancipation. This plan , however, was rejected by the
Cabinet.58 A translation in 1824 of a French narrative, Ourika
by Claire de Durfort, duchesse de Duras, must have been read

eagerly by the English public. It is the story of a lovely and tal
ented Negro girl adopted by a benevolent French family. In 1826

Christopher E. Lefroy edited Outalissi : A Tale of Dutch Guiana
inscribed to Wilberforce, “ the moral Wellington of his country and

saviour of the British West Indies.” The purpose of the book is to
expose the debasing influence of slavery upon Europeans and its
incompatibility with the tenets of Christianity. The editor informs

us in the advertisement that some years ago the manuscript fell into
his hands. Not knowing whether it is all fiction or fiction mingled

with truth, he deems it of enough importance to be published.
Again in the hero Outalissi the noble savage is evident.59
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Robert Pollok , the son of Seceders and a member of the Seces
sion church, wrote a long poem , “ The Course of Time" ( 1837 ) .
His son and biographer David Pollok informs us that a miscel
laneous commonplace jot-book was used containing bits from his
reading and jottings for the poem. One of the jottings under

“ Ideas to be Dilated " reads, " The name Slave -coast a disgrace to
mankind and in future times to be disused and forgotten.” 60 In
a discussion of slavery in the poem the author offers the usual
statement that it is a detestable thought that men born free should
be slaves :

Unchristian thought! on what pretence so e'er
Of right inherited, or else acquired ;
Of loss, or profit, or what plea you name,

To buy and sell, to barter , whip and hold
In chains, a being of celestial make;

Of kindred feelings, passions, thoughts, desires;
Born free, and heir of an immortal hope ;
Thought villainous, absurd, detestable !” 61
Before and after the publication of this poem Pollok addressed

various societies in behalf of the anti-slavery cause. At the age of
twenty -three he spoke to the Eaglesham Association for Religious
Purposes on the duty of sending the gospel to the heathen . In
rather flowery language he tells them to behold the " thirsty African
in the midst of his burning deserts, drinking of the immortal waters
of the rivers of life, and eating of the fruit of that tree 'whose
leaves are for the healing of the nations.' " 62 Pollok notes with
pleasure the progress made in this respect in “ America's isles ” of
slavery.63 Another address ( about 1822 ' ) to a Bible society con
demns the disastrous effects of slavery in Africa and the West

Indies, and the duplicity of Europe which winks at the dealers in
this traffic. By a graphic recital of an African mother's grief he
appeals directly to the parents in his audience.64

Pollok's poem , " The African Maid ,” is a love poem of elegiac
nature in which a lonely maid, Monia, standing upon the wild cliffs
above the Gambia, gazes desolately out to the sea where Zoopah
has been carried away, a chained slave.

In lines reminiscent of

Milton's " Lycidas” she asks :
Great Spirit! why slumbered the wrath of thy clouds,

When the savage white men dragged my Zoopah away?
Why lingered the panther far back in his woods?
Was the crocodile full of the flesh of his prey765
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Cursing the cruel white monsters and expressing the hope of
uniting with her lover in death , she commits suicide by leaping into

the water. “ Liberty. A Fragment,'' is another anti-slavery poem .
It begins with an appeal to the Harp of the North to sing a song
so loud, so forceful, and strong that slavery will be forever ban
ished from the face of the earth.66
Henry Hart Milman , Anglican clergyman and member of Rog

ers ' circle, wrote a ballad definitely showing the influence of “ The
Ancient Mariner. " This poem entitled “ The Slave Ship " (written
before 1829 ) was founded on an article in the Quarterly Review :

“ The case of Rodeur, mentioned by Lord Lansdowne. A dreadful
ophthalmia prevailed among the slaves on board this ship , which
was communicated to the crew, so that there was but a single man

who could see to guide the vessel into port.” 67 The poem begins
with the directness of the folk ballad :

Old, sightless man, unwont art thou,
As blind men use, at noon

To sit and sun thy tranquil brow ,
And hear the bird's sweet tune.

There's something heavy at thy heart,
Thou dost not join the pray'r;
Even at God's word thou ' lt writhe and start,

“ Oh ! man of God, beware ! ' ' 68

To the minister's request that he continue his story he replies :
The skies were bright, the seas were calm
We ran before the wind,

That, bending Afric's groves of palm ,
Came fragrant from behind.
And merry sang our crew, the cup

Was gaily drawn and quaff’d ,
And when the hollow groan came up

From the dark hold, we laugh’d.
Deep below in the hold one could hear the loud yells of the living
freight, ” who became ominously silent after the inroads of the
dreaded eye disease. Finally all on board were affected except the
speaker
Yet every eve some eye did close

Upon the sunsetbright,
And when the glorious morn arose,

It bore to them no light.69
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Taking the helm, he could feel the mist coming over his eyes. In
terror, many of his frantic companions jumped over board . Finally

he alone was left. Rescued by a Christian crew , he experienced
such agonies that hell was preferable to his present condition. Un
like Coleridge's mariner, this seaman unrepentant resigns his future
to utter despair.

A prose writer of this period, Michael Scott, deserves to be
better known than he is. He first gained notice as an author when

Tom Cringle's Log first began to appear in Blackwood's Magazine
in 1829. It came out later in book form in 1833. This book and
his later ones represent his experiences when he traveled to the

West Indies. The author attempts to be impartial in his description
of slave conditions. He tells us he had expected to see a group of
wretched, ill -kept, and ill-treated overworked slaves and unpleasant

whites ; but although he did see some extraordinary characters and
witnessed not a few rum scenes, ” he was pleased with the hospitality

of the inhabitants, the beauty of the Negro villages, and the happy
contented Negroes. “

And these are slaves,' thought I, and this

is West Indian bondage ! ' Oh that some of my well-meaning anti
slavery friends
were here, to judge from the evidence of their own
70
senses .

Chapter XV, which is entitled " The Cruise of the

' Wave ' — The Action with the Slaver, ” is a vivid description of
panic and confusion on a burning slave ship. Scott mentions the

sad case of a beautiful young Negro girl, who, rather than be saved
without her lover, jumped overboard and “ clasping him in her
arms, they sank, and disappeared together : ' Oh woman , whatever
may be the colour of your skin, your heart is of one only !' said
Aaron ."

71 Two other works of Scott, The Cruise of the Midge and

Captain Clutterbuck's Champagne, A West Indian Reminiscence,
contain sympathetic pictures of naïve coloured people, of warfare,
smuggling, slavery. In the latter book there is a passage on the
extremes to which abolitionists and slave-holders go on the question

of slavery.72
Thomas Pringle, born of religious Scottish parents, corre

sponded freely with Clarkson, Wilberforce, and Coleridge. His life
was crowded with anti-slavery activities. For example, he writes
to David L. Richardson on May 5, 1832, of his being so much oc
cupied with his " anti-slavery avocations that he has scarcely any
time for books and society.

He also mentions the abuse he had re

ceived from the “ libellous and mendacious” Blackwood's Magazine
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and other periodicals because of his anti-slavery agitation . For
many years he was secretary to the Anti-Slavery Society. He in

forms us that the sending of an article on slavery at the Cape to
Thomas Campbell for publication in the New Monthly Magazine
led to an acquaintance with Buxton and Macaulay and to his even

tually being appointed Secretary to the Anti-Slavery Society.74
Pringle's efforts were directed in behalf of the Negroes not only as
a group but also as individuals.

In 1825 when he was in Africa, a Bechuana orphan boy came
to him for protection from some banditti Boers. The Pringles car
ried him to England, where he died after eighteen months with a
lung disease. His story is pathetically told in a poem , " The Bechu
ana Boy ,” 75 in African Sketches. Other individuals befriended by
Pringle were Stuurman, a Hottentot chief, Mary Prince, a slave

woman brought to England in 1828, Henry Bains, and others.76 A
poem , “ A Noon -Day Dream , ” represents swart Afric's tribes with
other races in subjection to the god Tyranny. ” “ The Slave Dealer”
is a gloomy picture of one who fears the Day of Judgment because
of his inhuman treatment of the slaves. The slave dealer returns

home with visage so altered that his mother scarcely recognizes him .
Unable to pray and torn by remorse and fear, he reminds us of
Macbeth :

“ There's blood upon my hands !” he said
“ Which water cannot wash ;
It was not shed where warriors bled

It dropped from the gory lash,
As I whirled it o'er and o'er my head,
And with each stroke left a gash .
“ With every stroke I left a gash

While Negro blood sprang high ;
And now all ocean cannot wash
My soul from murder's dye ;

Not e’en thy prayer, dear Mother, quash
That Woman's wild death -cry !” 78

Negro blood sprang high, and, as a result, now all the ocean can
not wash his soul. Like the Ancient Mariner whose memory was
alive with the past, this slave dealer still hears the agonizing cries
of a Negro woman he had lashed to death.
Further evidence of Pringle's sympathy for the Negro is seen
in two sonnets. The first one, “ Slavery " (1823 ) , we quote in
full :
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Oh Slavery ! thou art a bitter draught !
And twice accursed is thy poisoned bowl,
Which taints with leprosy the White Man's soul,

Not less than his by whom its dregs are quaffed .
The Slave sinks down, o'ercome by cruel craft,
Like beast of burthen on the earth to roll.

The Master, though in luxury's lap he loll,
Feels the foul venom , like a rankling shaft,
Strike through his veins. As if aa demon laughed,
He, laughing, treads his victim in the dust
The victim of his avarice, rage, or lust,
But the poor Captive's moan the whirlwind waft

To Heaven — not unavenged : the Oppressor quakes
:

With secret dread, and shares the hell he makes.79

The second sonnet, “ Oppression ” ( 1825 ) , declares Pringle's avowed
intention to oppose by all the might he can muster Oppression's
sway until the chains of Africa are burst.80 The inscription on his
>

tomb pays tribute to his philanthropy to the children of Africa.81

The Irish novelist, John Galt, like Burke, Landor, Henry Tay
lor, advanced a scheme for smoothing out difficulties connected with
the emancipation of the Negroes. In the Autobiography ( 1833 )
Galt says he has taken an interest in the West Indian question,

arguing that the Negroes should be prepared for emancipation and
the planters recompensed . Now that the justice of emancipation
cannot be disputed, and the question of emancipation has been set
tled by the government, he gives his project, part of which has
already been published : “ viz. to divide the field Negroes from
those of the boiling -house, and to consider the former as peasantr .;
and the latter as manufacturers ; the one subsisting by the fruits of

their own labour, and the others on wages derived from the pro
prietors of the boiling-houses." 82 Such a provision, Galt main
tained, was advantageous to both groups.
Jonathan Dymond, a Quaker and a linen -draper by vocation,
published before his death in 1828 Essays on the Principles of
Morality. He writes that if he were left an estate with one hundred
slaves in Virginia or the West Indies, the law of the land would
.

permit him to keep both, but the moral law would force him to free
the slaves.

If he sold them to someone else while he himself does

not believe in slavery, he would be just as guilty as the slave
trader.83 Among the arguments advanced in favor of slavery,

Dymond says, are rights to property, to safety, the interests of
7
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merchants, and policy. In his opinion, however, slavery is incon
sistent with the moral law , incompatible with Christianity , and im

politic. The slave system is costly both to the nation and to the
individual.84

Bernard Barton, the Quaker poet and friend of Lamb, re
ceived his sympathetic attitude to the Negro as a distinct heritage.

Not only was he the child of Quaker parents, but his father, John
Barton, was a member of the Committee appointed in 1787 for the
abolition of the slave trade.85 Furthermore, Bernard corresponded
with such opponents of slavery as Southey, “ L. E. L.," Amelia
Opie, and the Howitts.

His short poem, “ To a Pious Slave

Owner," points out the hypocrisy of the slave master :
Wouldst thou before the altar place thy gift,
Thou who canst hold thy fellow -creature slave,
First from his neck the yoke of bondage lift,
And then of God and him forgiveness crave.

Till this be done, the word of holy writ
The folly of the offering implies,

Oh ! read, mark , learn, and inly ponder it,
“ I will have mercy , and not sacrifice.”' 86

Barton also wrote the introductory poem , " A Tribute for the
Negro Race " for Wilson Armistead's A Tribute for the Negro.87
Here he extols the intellectual powers of the Negro. Two other
poems of Barton appear in The Bow in the Cloud , a collection of
verse and prose articles depicting the evils of slavery and com
memorating its abolition . The first poem, Barton's contribution,
is ' The Starting Post or Clarkson at Wades-Mill, " which emphasizes
the sacredness of Clarkson's mission in helping to liberate the slave.
The last poem, also written by Barton, is entitled “ The Goal; or ,
Clarkson in Old Age."
Like Barton, William and Mary Howitt, represent the interest

of Quakers in the Negro. In 1838 William published Colonization
and Christianity. On one of the introductory pages is a quotation
from Malachi 2:10 : “ Have we not all one father ?-hath not one

God created us? Why do we deal treacherously, every man against
his brother ? ” 88 Fiercely denouncing slavery , Howitt calls it the
climax of all man's crimes against humanity. The blackened track
it makes across the ocean must be dyed with blood. Though Europe
calls Godfather, " she dares uphold slavery ! In short, everything
associated with the slave trade is astonishing. For example, three
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of John Hawkins' vessels sent to Sierra Leone under Queen Eliza

beth bore9 the names of " Jesus,” “ Solomon,” and “ John the
Baptist. ” 89
Howitt's Journal of Literature and Popular Progress (1847
1848 ) is also interesting. “ A Sonnet to the Americans " by Thomas
Cooper castigates the slave -holding Americans. These brothers of
Washington are urged to arise and write on the frontal span of his

foundation the words, “ We own the black our brother man !" 90
Elihu Burritt's pathetic story, “ An American Slave in London "
must have aroused sympathy for the Negro.91 Under “ Literary
Notices " 92 occurs a review of The Barker Library -— Interesting
Memoirs and Documents Relating to American Slavery and the

Glorious Struggle Now Making for Emancipation . Joseph Barker,
a weaver of Leeds and preacher student, established a community
library of three hundred volumes on various topics.

One M. C.

from Bristol writes a poem , " Farewell to Frederick Douglass, Who
Sailed from England for America, April 4th, 1847, Easter Sun
day. " 98 There is an ironical reference to the United States: the
noble son of Freedom, Frederick, leaves the land of Freedom
[England ] for a land which gave him freedom only after he had

paid a paltry sum of gold. The sympathy of England accompanies
him with the wish that he will succeed :

Go forth, our Friend and Brother ! Cry aloud,
And with a voice America must hear,

Tell her of all her huge iniquity
And bid her loose the bands of wickedness.94

The writer, anticipating victory, hopes that Douglass will ultimately
>

witness the freedom of the American slaves. Under “ Literary
Notices " 95 occurs Slavery Immoral by James Houghton, a reply

to a letter stating that slavery is not immoral. A poem, " Sonnet
to W. L. Garrison ” by " J. S.” of Wendover, Bucks, commends
Garrison's work for the abolition of slavery. A book review ap
pears of The Life and Adventures of Zamba, an African King, Writ
ten by Himself. The reviewer is tempted to believe the book fiction
were it not for the assurance of the editor that the work is true.
The " barbaric colouring " in the descriptions of African scenery

and life are “ worthy of an African poem by Freiligrath ." 97 The
reviewer ends, “ We sincerely trust that this interesting volume will
excite that sympathy with the slave, and that indignation against
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his oppressor, which the author and compiler so earnestly desire." 98
Volume Two of Howitt's Journal ( July - December, 1847 ) con
tains an engraving of Clarkson which has been included by the

editors to keep in the minds of the public the great work he ac
complished.

An article, Thomas Clarkson , the Advocate of the

Extinction of Slavery by Means of India ," is a protest against
England's purchase of cotton and sugar from American slave

masters while she is growing cotton and sugar in India where mil
lions are free.100 The editors under " Literary Notices," expressing
their gratitude to American publishers for copies of books, mention
their receiving “ The Liberator ” and “ The Anti-Slavery Stand
ard. " 101 In another issue of the Journal under " Literary Notices,'

the editors review the Narrative of William Wells Brown, A Fugi
tive Slave Written by Himself and use their review as an occasion
to rebuke the United States as an un -Christian nation in that, re
fusing to abolish slavery, it violates the principles of the American
constitution .102
David Turnbull contributes to the abundant travel literature

of slavery with Travels in the West ( 1840 ) . He comments upon

the happy abolition of slavery throughout the dominions, which
has been affected by public opinion and the voluntary financial sac

rifices made by the people of England. The book discusses field
slavers, American slaves, free people of colour, the treatment of
slavers, and the slave policy of Spain.
In 1840 the poems of a Cuban slave were published in London

under the title Poems, By a Slave in the Island of Cuba, Recently
Liberated ; Translated from the Spanish by R. R. Madden, M. D.,
with the history of the Early Life of the Negro poet, Written by
Himself, to which are prefixed Two pieces Descriptive of Cuban

slavery and the slave-traffic by R. R. M. The translator says in the
Preface that the poems were given him by a Creole, who, with the
aid of a few friends, was instrumental in obtaining his freedom .

Mr. Madden continues that though he has not done justice to the
poems, he hopes he has shown that if the Negroes are given the
blessings of “ education and good government,” they will develop
و

into the moral and intellectual equals of any people on earth .
The titles of some of the poems are “ To Death , ” “ To Cal

umny, ” “ Religion , An Ode,” and “ To Cuba.” In the latter poem
there occurs a passage of interest because of its logic :
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Tis not alone the wretched Negro's fate
That calls for pity, sad as it may be ;
There's more to weep for in that hapless state

Of men who proudly boast that they are free,
Whose moral sense is warped to that degree,
That self debasement seems to them unknown;
And life's sole object, is for means to play,
To roll a carriage, or to seek renown 103
In all the futile follies of the town ....

Madden says also in the preface that Montgomery and Hannah
More have portrayed former slave -trade captains and Cowper has

“ admirably described the general horrors of slavery itself ” ; yet
up to this time only travelers, according to his knowledge, have
portrayed the wealthy slave merchants of Havana and Cuba. His
own contributions are, therefore, unique in this respect. The first
one, “ The Slave Trade Merchant,” reveals the Cuban merchant

as one highly respected and esteemed among men, yet as one who
has plied his trade with the utmost composure, careless of the suf
ferings he causes. To him the slaves are only Negroes whose sale
can be countenanced by scripture texts. The author calls upon
some “ minister of peace” or a “ new Las Casas” to arise and aid
the slave. The title of the second poem by Madden is self-revealing :

“ The Sugar Estate; a poem, illustrative of Life and Death in
Cuban slavery."

The Appendix of this volume contains an ac

count of Bartholomew Las Casas and other articles pertinent to
slavery .

An Irish poet, James Clarence Mangan, published in 1845 a
number of translations from German poetry under the title Antho
logia Germanica. One poem , “ To a Skating Negro," is from the
German of Ferdinand Freligrath. The author wonders why the
Negro, accustomed to hunting panthers and alligators in tropic
lands, is in the cold Northern land :
Wherefore art thou here? Why flies

Thy fleet foot o'er frozen places—
Thou , the child of tropic skies
Cradled in the sun's embraces ?

The poet prefers to see him in his own rich land in a more becoming
setting :
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There around thy jetblack head
Bright gold dust in garland flashes
Here hoar frost and snows instead

Strew it but with silver ashes. 104

Joseph Snow in Epitaph LIV , “ We are delivered, " is probably
referring to the slave when he writes :

Here lies life's Bondman , “ dust to dust,
Death, the deliverer, has set him free ;
The years of bondage past, his trust

To see the “ year of Jubilee ." 105
Edmund White's ' Slavery " ( 1850 ) opens with an apostrophe
to Liberty. Then follows a long history of slavery from the times
of the Israelites in Egypt under Pharaoh down to the present day.

The regular pictures of the anti -slavery poem are here : the cap
ture of the natives, their terror and grief, the voyage of the slave
ship to its destination, the moral injustice of slavery in subjecting
those made in God's image to a life of misery merely because of

the colour of their skin, the desolation in the souls of the slaves,
and a scathing rebuke of the Americans, who, boasting of their
freedom , support slavery more zealously than any other country
in the world . Proof of the intellectual ability of the Negro race is

afforded by the history of Haiti :
Hayti! thou art a libel at this hour

To Slavery's advocates, who dare affirm
The Negro race incompetent to feel
That patriotic ardour that should fill

Each brave and manly breast, for thou hast reared
The Standard of a Kingdom that still waves
106

Its pennons to the winds. .

Better known than some of the preceding writers was Bryan
Waller Procter, who wrote under the pseudonym of Barry Corn
wall. He writes to James T. Fields, an American friend, “ We read
with painful attention the accounts of your great quarrel in
America. We know nothing beyond what we are told by the New

York papers , and these are the stories of one of the combatants. I
am afraid that, however you may mend the schism , you will never
be so strong again. I hope, however, that something may arise to
terminate the bloodshed ; for, after all, fighting is an unsatisfactory
>

way of coming at the truth. If you were to stand up at once ( and
finally) against the slave -trade, your band of soldiers would have
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a more decided principle to fight for. " 107 One of Procter's tales,
“ The Planter ," indicates the author's liberal attitude. It is the

story of John Vivian, a young Englishman, who went to the

Colony of Demerara in the year 17- to inspect his newly acquired
property. Masking under the name of Vernon, he is impressed by
Sophie Halstein, a governess in the house of Mynheer Schlachen
brüchen . She is ostracized because she is the child of a quadroon .
After rescuing her from Seyton, who claims her as his slave, Vernon
marries her. The Negro slaves on their estates change their status

from that of bondmen to that of cultivators attracted both “ by

kind treatment and an equitable share of their labors.” “ After
all," as Vivian remarks one day to his wife, " the greatest pleasure

in the world is conferring pleasure ; and perhaps the greatest
which one can confer, is to give Freedom to one's fellow
pleasure
9 108
man.

It was a custom for the abolitionists to promote their cause by

the publication of collections of articles and poems about the Negro.
In 1825 The Negro's Memorial appeared , an “ abolitionist's cate
chism ” having for its express purpose the enlightenment of the
lay -reader in the history of the abolition movement by the ques
tion and answer method. One passage reads :

Question 13 : Did any persons before Mr. Sharp protest against
the enslavement of the human species?
Answer : Yes, many. It was discountenanced by Cardinal
Ximenes early in the sixteenth century ; also by Charles V , of

Spain ; by Pope Leo X, and by the Spanish Dominican Friars.
In England, there is reason to believe that it would have been
discountenanced by Queen Elizabeth , had the facts been known
to her. Many early English writers have left on record their

solemn protests against it; particularly Milton . ...
Here follows a long list of writers interested in the Negro's freedom .
Another collection is The Bow in the Cloud ; or the Negro's

Memorial. A Collection of Original Contributions in Prose and
Verse, illustrative of the Evils of slavery and Commemorative of
Its Abolition in the British Colonies ( 1834 ). One of Montgomery's
poems appears at the beginning of the book . We find here various

poems on the Negro by such authors as Bernard Barton, F.
Wrangham , Allan Cunningham , William Howitt, Mary Howitt,
James Montgomery, and others. The titles of some of the poems
are indicative of the contents : " Oppression , " " The Slave-Dowry, ”
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" Sonnet,"

" A Negro Mother's Cradle - Song ,'

“ The Slave's

Lament, " " The Negro -Mother, " " The Dying Negress.
Wilson Armistead's A Tribute for the Negro ( 1848 ) is a mis
cellany of praise for the Negro and his achievements. Among
some of the items are Blumenbach's scientific discoveries about the

black and white races, the undignified treatment of Frederick
Douglass by a British ship agent, examples of the testimony of
travellers (such as Mungo Park, Adanson, Barrow, Barbot, Pringle,
Shaw, etc. ) about the amiable disposition and good characteristics
of the Negro, and accounts of prominent Negroes like Sancho,
Douglass, and Crummell. Armistead also published Five Hundred
Thousand Strokes for Freedom. A Series of Anti- Slavery Tracts

(1853 ) , written to show the horrors and degrading effects of slavery .
This volume contains anti-slavery poetry by English and American
writers.

A popular means of raising money for the cause of abolition
was the holding of bazaars in both England and America. At these

bazaars various articles, including fancy work , were sold and also
poems were written expressly for the occasion. A typical collection of

poetry is Original Poetry Written Expressly for the Anti- Slavery
Bazaar Held in the Merchants ' Hall, Glasgow ( 1852 ) . One of these

poems " The Quadroon Girl's Lament” 109 contrasts the happy life
of bird, squirrel, deer, and fawn with a quadroon's life of misery

and shame. The last poem by the Earl of Carlisle is called “ The
Rule of Empire,” which attributes Britain's wealth to the fact
that she “ gives the Gospel ” and “ frees the Slave. ” 110

Another collection published in London is Jewels in Ebony
( undated) . Tributes are paid to Toussaint Louverture, Words
worth , Harriet Martineau, Wendell Phillips, and others who by pen

and deed have furthered the Negro's cause . Before an article on
Sojourner Truth is the following quotation from Queen Victoria :
“ The abolition of slavery is an event calling forth the cordial
sympathies and congratulations of this country, which has always

been foremost in showing its abhorrence of an institution repugnant
to every feeling of justice and humanity ." 111
It is fitting that the last testimony of this chapter should

come from the lips of a woman, a queen of England, having as
examples a long list of women forerunners who sympathized with
the Negro.

CHAPTER VI

SOME WOMEN ABOLITIONISTS

Women have always played an important role in all great
historical movements. Because of certain restrictions and conven

tions imposed upon women of the eighteenth and nineteenth cen
turies, many women , naturally attracted to the anti-slavery cause,
were forced to confine their efforts primarily to writing, leaving
to men the task of shining in the public halls and legislatures of
the land. Yet according to Botsford " the actual abolition move

ment in England seems to have been started by a woman : the
wife of Sir Charles Middleton, who had been commander-in - chief
of war stationed in the West Indies.” 1

Although the slave trade began during the reign of Elizabeth ,
she was not an unqualified advocate of this practice. In the next
century Aphra Behn wrote what Cross has termed the first

humanitarian novel,” Oroonoko, or the Royal Slave ( 1688 ) . We
are not concerned here with the fact as to whether the story is
true or not ; we do know that it is the narrative of a noble chieftain

subjected to cruel treatment by the white race. Critics vary as
to the purpose of the book. Swinny says the author wishes us to
pity a noble chief in captivity rather than an enslaved human

being.? A. J. Tieje is not certain that Mrs. Behn is serious in her
demand for better treatment of the slave.3 At any rate, Oroonoko's

story was very popular and made a great appeal to the eighteenth
century abolitionists.
The traveller, Lady Mary Wortley Montague, commenting
upon slavery in some foreign countries, writes to the Countess of
Bristol, April 10, 1718, “ I know you'll expect I should say some

thing particular of the slaves; and you will imagine me half a
Turk when I don't speak of it with the same horror other Chris
tians have done before me. But I cannot forbear applauding the
humanity of the Turks to these creatures; they are never ill - used
and their slavery is in my opinion no worse than servitude all over

the world . ..." Lady Montague's opinion of slavery in Christian
countries may be inferred from her statement that women are
127
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“ sold as publicly and more infamously in all our Christian great
cities . " 4

It was the persistence of a woman , Lady Middleton , that
brought the whole question of abolition of the slave trade before

the British Legislature. From a letter 5 of C. Ignatius Latrobe to
his daughter in 1815 we learn that Lady Middleton's husband, Sir
Charles, had been associated in the West Indies with James Ram
say, where both men saw at first hand the condition of the slaves.

When Middleton told his wife about the tragedy of slavery there,
she was so affected that she asked Mr. Ramsay to bring the matter
to the attention of the whole nation . She also stimulated her hus

band to write Wilberforce to present the matter to the House.

Latrobe says concerning her and Wilberforce, " My purpose was
to show that the abolition of the slave trade was, under God, and

when the time was come, the work of a woman, even Lady Middle
ton, who was the honoured instrument of bringing the monster
within the range of the artillery of the executive justice of the
kingdom , and selecting and rousing that noble champion, who so
firmly stood his ground, and persevering from year to year, at last
saw his labours crowned with success. Many preparatory steps had
been taken by that excellent man, Granville Sharpe, and others; and
I believe Mr. Clarkson, when he says that there arose in many
places a spirit of general inquiry, without any previous com
munications as to the nature of that horrible traffic .” 6
Anna Seward, often called the Swan of Lichfield, was much
interested in the abolition movement. She knew Wilberforce? and

Hannah More,8 both of whom were well -known as advocates of
abolition , and she was also a friend and admirer of Helen Maria
Williams, whose poem on slavery elicited, as we have seen , the
praise of Burns. She corresponded with William Hayley, Cowper's

biographer, and with Josiah Wedgewood, whose medallion of the
kneeling slave in chains was very popular with English abolitionists.
On February 18, 1788, she writes Wedgewood that she had always
been horrified at the cruelties inflicted upon slaves until one Mr.
Newton caused her to change her opinion. His recital of the

ingratitude and treachery of Negroes and her contact with the sad
experience of a neighbor, a former West Indian planter who had
been mutilated by some slaves he had befriended , caused her to

modify her opinion to the extent that she believed efforts for the
enfranchisement of the slaves to be " fruitless and dangerous,
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though just and humane." The letters and tracts, however, which

Wedgewood had sent her convinced her that the institution was
unjust. She demurred at his request that she write a poem on the
subject of slavery, because it would be useless. “ Better poetry than
mine, though richly the product, is not the taste of this age. Mr.
Day's sublime poem , The Dying Negro, past away without its

flame, though eminently calculated to impress the public with horror
of the slave-trade. ” 10
Were she disposed to write such a poem and were she inclined
to think that it would cause the senators to undertake the cause of

slavery, she would use some such plan as she outlines in a letter to
George Hardinge, on April 25, 1788, " ... I would demand if Africa

has no benevolent genius ?—if her nymphs and her river -gods are
all besmeared with blood ! I would make the Naaids of Niger and

Gambia complain of the human gore which pollutes their waves.
I would try if I could not rummage out some black muses, some
sooty graces, to sit upon the topmost stone of an high African
mountain , listening to the groans of a thousand nations. I would
make an execration from a sable river -god to a ship loaded with
slaves, crammed together in its hold, whose groans and cries should,
at intervals, like the sound of the death -bell in Mason's beautiful

Elegy on Lady Coventry, interrupt the execration , or be a kind of
returning chorus to it. " 11 Also, she continues, she would call

upon the genius of England to cheer the Negro with a prospect of
the blessings of freedom .
A letter to Helen M. Williams of March 3, 1789, thanks her
for the present of her " charming poem " on slavery. Miss Seward
regrets that an inflammation of the eye prevents her from re
viewing it in detail.12 In connection with the same poem she writes

George Hardinge concerning his commendation of her praise of the
admirable poem.13 A letter to Mrs. Piozzi reveals that the poem is
very dear to her. “ I am sure you have attended to the happiness,
beauty, and originality of its similes. Helen's genius is as soaring

as her manners are gentle.” 14 That Miss Seward was well in
formed on the “ slave literature” of England we glean from a
letter (March 7, 1803 ) to William Hayley, Cowper's biographer
and friend ; she says that Cowper knew little “ of poetic literature
of England, as it rose and bloomed around him : he says he was the
first poet who publicly stigmatized our slave trade. Mr. Day's
admirable poem The Dying Negro, which, in the strongest colours,
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paints the guilt and misery of that traffick, appeared in the year
1770, years before Cowper published at all, and it was generally

read and admired . Conscious as Cowper must have been how little
he knew of the writings of his contemporaries, he should have

avoided making such claims for himself, even in a private letter.” 15
Two young girls, Maria and Harriet Falconer, at the ages of
17 and 14 respectively, presented in 1788 their Poems on Slavery.16
These poems, the editor says, are written with a strength of moral

tone which is surprising in such youthful minds.” Both poems
follow the tradition of Pope's heroic couplets and characteristic
eighteenth century diction. The editor's excerpt from Harriet's
poem begins with a contrast between the British sailor, who is

cheered by the thought of home at the end of a perilous journey,
and the slave, who in despair finds an early grave. England, hailed
as the land of freedom , the land of Shakespeare, Milton , Swift,
and Pope, is entreated to bring blessings to the wretched land of
Africa.

By association and blood Anna Laetitia Aiken Barbauld was
disposed to espouse the Negro's cause. Her father, Dr. John Aiken ,
was a Dissenting minister and teacher at Warrington Academy,

founded by Dissenters. John Howard , the English philanthropist,
and other people with humanitarian interests frequently visited the

Aiken home. Her husband was the grandson of aa French Hugenot,
who when a boy was placed in a cask on a ship and conveyed to

England during the persecutions under Louis XIV.17 Mrs. Edge
worth tells us in a letter that Mr. Barbauld was so bitter against
the slave -trade that when he drank tea at their home, " he always

brought some East India sugar, that he might not share our wicked
ness in eating that made by a Negro slave. " 18

In a letter of February, 1788, to Dr. Aiken Mrs. Barbauld
throws light on her varied abolition activities. She writes, “ I hope

the exertions which are now making for the abolition of the slave
trade will not prove in vain . They will not, if the pleadings of
eloquence or the cry of duty can be heard. Many of the most
respectable and truly distinguished characters are really busy about
it, and the press and the pulpit are both employed ; so I hope some
thing must be done. " 19 Her admiration for Wilberforce inspired

her to compose an “ Epistle to William Wilberforce on the Re
jection of the Bill for Abolishing the Slave Trade, 1791." The
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opening lines of the poem reveal the great interest in the cause of
slavery manifested by English sympathizers :

“ Cease, Wilberforce, to urge thy generous aim !
Thy Country knows the sun, and stands the shame!
The Preacher, Poet, Senator in vain
Has rattled in her sight the Negro's chain ;

With his deep groans assailed her startled ear,
And rent the veil that hid his constant tear ;
Forced her averted eyes his strikes to scan,

Beneath the bloody scourge laid bare the man ,
Claimed Pity's tear, urged Conscience ' strong control

And flashed conviction on her shrinking soul.20
Mrs. Barbauld continues that the predominance of avarice, deceit,

and love of money has defeated the attempts of those in England
to abolish the slave traffic, which has produced baleful effects not
only on the slave but on the slave-owners. Hannah More ex

pressed her gratitude to Mrs. Barbauld for this poem by stating that
Mr. Wilberforce to whom she had repeated portions of the poem

" did full justice to the striking picture ” of the barbarity of the
West Indian women.21

Mrs. Barbauld's essay, “ Sins of Government, Sin of the

Nation ; or, A Discourse for the Fast, Appointed on April 19, 1793, ”
emphasizes the fact that nations have sins to repent of as well as
individuals. It would be well for England to look about her and
see whether there are not " some darker - coloured children of the

same family ' who have aught against her. If she suspects it, she
should seek further truth ; if, however, she knows and then willingly
sanctions a course to warrant it, of no avail are her prayer and
fasts.22

A well known contemporary of Mrs. Barbauld and friend of
Lady Middleton was Hannah More. She first became interested

in the slavery question when she heard the clergyman Newton
speak in 1779. He writes her, “ My account of the Slave Trade
has the merit of being true. I think this infamous traffic cannot
last long; but should it still be persevered in, I think it will con
stitute a national sin, and of a very deep dye. I should tremble
for the consequences; for whatever politicians may think , I as
6

suredly know there is a righteous judge who governs the
earth .” 28 A little later Mrs. More met Wilberforce and from that

time became an ardent advocate of the Negro's cause.24 One of
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her intimate friends was the abolitionist, Zachary Macaulay, with
whom she corresponded for more than thirty years and whose anti
6

slavery periodical she read constantly.25 His work, “ The French
Slave Trade,” especially pleased her.26 Wilberforce she termed her
" guide, philosopher, and friend. " 27 Some other abolitionist friends
were Charles Wesley, who wrote the music to her " Feast of Free
dom , ” 28 Sarah Wesley, sister of Charles, Bishop Porteus, clergy
man abolitionist,29 who bequeathed her a legacy of one hundred
pounds,80 and Horace Walpole.

Her interest in Negro education is seen in aa letter of September
8, 1797, in which she hopes the sons and daughters of Africa may
benefit by the attempts to promote Christian education at Sierra
Leone,31 Thirty years later her interest had not abated . When she
was asked to compose “ some lines begging for the education of poor

Negro children ” (these lines were to be sold at a bazaar ), she
writes, “ I enclose two or three copies of my poor simple rhymes. I
am forced to write for every bazaar, and we have had many. Poor
stuff I make of it, but, bad as it is, it has got a deal of money. I
never wrote for money before ! but 'tis not for myself.” 82

A poem, which was not regarded as “ poor stuff " in her day,
however, was “ The Slave Trade." She writes her sister in 1788
that she is engaged in writing a poem, “ to be called 'Slavery ' ” and
laments the fact that she did not start about it sooner since it would

be of no use, if it came out after the discussion in Parliament.33
The poem was warmly received by such well known people as
the Bishops of Llandaff and Petersbourgh,34 Joseph Warton, who
wrote her he could not remember “ ever to have seen so much good
sense and knowledge of the world expressed so elegantly and
poetically in any work of equal length , ” 35 and Richard Owen of

Cambridge, who sent her a special letter of thanks.36 Horace Wal
pole commended her poem highly as he in a letter contrasted it
1

with the Epistle to Wilberforce by Mrs. Barbauld, whom he dis
liked intensely.37 Dr. G. Horne in a letter of February 13, 1788,
expressed his fear of acquainting his wife with the poem, since he

was afraid it would “ be the occasion of withdrawing one lump and
diminishing the other." 38

Mrs. More's poem, “ The Slave Trade” 39 is preceded by a
pertinent quotation from Thomson's “ Liberty ." The author won
ders why Liberty illumines the world with partial rays, refusing
to shine on millions “ who feel what Oroonoko felt. " The colour of

1
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their skin does not affect the " immortal principle " within , for they
have minds capable of the highest development. Whenever she

thinks of Africa, pictures of burning towns and separated families
appear before her ; these Nature and God will avenge. Tribute is

paid to the Quakers and especially to " peaceful Penn " who will
receive the glory that is theirs because of their attitude toward
slavery :
Thy followers only have effac'd the shame

Inscribed by Slavery on the Christian name.
Shall Britain , where the soul of freedom reigns,
Forge chains for others she herself disdains?40

Pale Oppression will finally cease , and Slavery will be no more .
In 1789 Mrs. More writes her sister that Mr. Wilberforce and

the whole Junto of Abolitionists are still locked up at Teston ; they
are up slaving till two o'clock every morning ; and I think Mrs.
Bouverie told me they had walked out but once in the three weeks
they had been there. " 41 A letter of April, 1789, to Walpole shows

her deep concern now that “ the moment for deciding the fate of
Africa ” is at hand.42 She expresses delight in a new pamphlet in
which an " author applies Dante's inscription over the Inferno to
a slave ship :
Per me si va nella citta dolente
Per me si va ne l'eterno dolore
Per me si va tra la perduta gente.

43

September of the same year finds her expressing to Walpole her
hope of seeing the “ redemption of Africa” accomplished . In 1791
Mrs. Montague writes that she first heard of Mrs. Barbauld's lines
on Wilberforce from Mrs. More and hopes to obtain them.44 After

the passage of the Abolition Bill, James Stephen writes her of his
satisfaction at its passage and his desire that it may be followed up

with efforts to free Africa completely from slavery.45 In 1818 she
lets Macaulay know of her regret that Dr. Johnson and Bishop
Porteus did not live to see the abolition of the slave trade.46 She
writes in 1820, “ I was exceedingly shocked at the death of Chris

tophe. I have a very affecting and dejecting letter from dear
Wilberforce on the occasion .” 47

Mrs. More's work as an abolitionist was appreciated in America
and in other foreign lands. In 1819 the American Colonization

Society at Washington sent her its report for “ colonizing free
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people of colour. " 48 Sir Alexander Johnstone, wise and humane
Chief Justice of Ceylon, caused the enactment of a bill, that every
child born after August 12, 1816, should be free and should be
supported and educated by the proprietors of his parents until he

reached the age of fourteen. To celebrate this occasion throughout
the nation, he wrote Mrs. More to compose a suitable poem. She
complied with a dramatic dialogue in poetic form , “ The Feast

of Freedom .” One part referring to the Bible reads :
This is the boon which England sends,
It breaks the chains of sin.

Oh blest exchange for fragrant groves!
Oh bart

most divine !

It yields a trade of noblest gain,
Which other trades may miss;

A few short years of care and pain,
For endless, perfect bliss.
The same argument as that advanced by Adam Smith in The

Wealth of Nations that free, happy servants produce the best labour
is seen in the following stanza :
This shows us freedom how to use
To love our daily labour ;
Forbids our time in sloth to lose,

Or riot with our neighbor.49
Johnstone also caused Mrs. More's sacred dramas to be translated

into the Cingalese so that the principles of Christian morality might
be instilled in the natives . In October, 1827, he sent her " an au

thentic account” of two documents, the first bestowing upon the
natives the rights of Englishmen and the second, a history of the
efforts in Ceylon for the gradual abolition of slavery.50
On November 29, 1827, Mrs. More writes Charles Wesley to
thank him for his " skillful and kind contribution of music ' to
the “ Feast of Freedom .” She informs him that some of her friends

will have an evening concert at her home to enjoy his music.51
After a life devoted to humanitarian activities, Mrs. More died
September 6, 1833. In 1825 she had written to the Reverend Wilson,
“ I think that if I could see the abolition of the slavery of the body
in the West Indies, and of the slavery of the soul in Ireland ... I
could sing my nunc dimittis with joy. If they carry their cause in
Parliament, we must pray that God may produce good out of
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this great evil.” 52 With the abolition of slavery throughout the

Empire in August, 1833, she was able to sing her nunc dimittis in
joy. After her death her philanthropic influence asserted itself

in her bequeathals of £500 to the Anti-Slavery Society and of
£50 to the Bristol and Clifton Female Anti-Slavery Society.53
Lois Whitney in Primitivism and the Idea of Progress in Eng

lish Popular Literature of the Eighteenth Century mentions aa work
by Mrs. Anna Marcia Mackenzie, Slavery; or the Times,54 an “ Uncle
Tom's Cabin of the eighteenth century . " It is the story of a
handsome African prince, Adolphus, who is carried to England
where he is courted , feted, and married to an English girl. The

author hoped by this portrayal “ to win the hearts of Englishmen
to the cause of the Negro and make them ashamed of their own
brutality . "

Elizabeth Inchbald , a firm believer in the corruptions of
civilization, shows in her novel Nature and Art ( 1796 ) the su

periority of an education acquired by Henry in an island off the
coast of Africa in the midst of savages to the education obtained
by William in the demoralizing environment of city life.
Amelia Opie was raised in a home where sympathy for the
Negro was fostered. Her parents were sympathetic toward the

Negro and also friendly with a Quaker family by the name of
Gurney, known in English history for its philanthropic and hu
mane interests. One of the Gurney children, Elizabeth, was a
childhood friend of Amelia's, and later became known to the
public as Elizabeth Fry, the great social worker. Many of Amelia's
friends, such as Samuel Rogers, Helen Williams, and Maria Edge
worth , were opponents of slavery.
In an account of her childhood recollections she tells us that

she had five fears; namely, of black beetles, of frogs, of skeletons,
of a black man , and of madmen . Opposite her in her home town of
Norwich lived a rich merchant with an African footman , at the

sight of whom she would have emotional tantrums. Her parents
at once put an end to this “ ill-behaviour, " and as a result she and
Aboar, the footman, became good friends. This incident marks the
beginning of Mrs. Opie's sympathy for Negroes. Her parents not

only rebuked her for her attitude toward the footman , but they
influenced her to favor the cause of the Negro. She writes, “ Nor

did they fail to make me acquainted with Negro history ; as soon
as I was able to understand. I was shown on the map where their
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native country was situated ; I was told the sad tale of Negro

wrongs and Negro slavery; and I believe my early and ever

increasing zeal in the cause of emancipation was founded and
fostered by the kindly emotions which I was encouraged to feel
for Aboar and all his race." 65

These kindly emotions are reflected in " The Negro Boy's

Tale,” which stresses the familiar theme that a pure soul may exist
under a black skin . The boy addresses his mistress in dialect,
Dey say me should to oders do
Vat I would have dem do to me ;

But, if dey preach and practice too,
A Negro slave me should not be.

Missa, dey say dat our black skin
Be ugly, ugly to de sight;
But surely if dey look vidin ,
Missa, de Negro's heart be vite.56

" The Lucayan's Song " is a lament of a young man of the
Lucayos. The song is based upon a passage from Bryan Edwards '
History of the West Indies about the betrayal of natives from their
home by treacherous Spaniards. Arriving at their new home, the

slaves refuse to eat and repair to solitary woods or the sea shore
to die. Looking over the waves in the direction whence they think
their loved ones are, they inhale the sea breezes, which bring them,
they believe, the breath of those they love. For hours they stand

in one position until they fall down, dead from exhaustion and
grief.
The poem begins with the relief of the Lucayan as he takes

refuge on the solitary shore. Sorrowful over his separation from
his wife and little boy, he inhales the breeze deeply, for it may be
filled with their breath . With the evening breeze which wafts the

health of his beloved Zama to him , he dies satisfied and happy.57
Through the influence of a childhood friend, Elizabeth Gurney

( later Mrs. Fry ), Mrs. Opie became a member of the Society of
Friends and naturally kept alive her former kindly interest in the
Negro. For example, she attended various anti- slavery meetings.
In 1829 she attended a reception in France for Lafayette. She
writes in her journal for the “ 4th day, 10th month, 1829 " that
she gave him a note asking him " to request the abolition of slavery
and the slave -trade, and also an expression in writing, of my valued
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friend Fowell Buxton's wishes, that he would lend all his powerful
aid to this great cause." 58 Lafayette assured her that he had
already discussed the matter with the minister de la marine and

would follow England's example by declaring the trade piracy.
The journal shows Mrs. Opie's belief that France would set an
example to other nations in this cause.
In one biography of Mrs. Opie there is a revealing account59
of her enthusiasm in the abolition movement: “ An association was
>

formed called ' The Ladies Negroes' Friends,' and a resolution was
6

passed that its efforts should not cease till every Negro mother in

the British Dominion should press a freeborn child to her bosom .'
Ladies were appointed to visit from house to house throughout the
city, to dissuade the housewives from using 'slave-grown sugar,'
and to encourage among them the wearing of combinations of
worsted and silk , for fear of using of ' slave -grown cotton. Many
devices were employed to awaken public feeling on this question .

A sealso was designed, which was in great demand. On this was
depicted a Negro on his knees, his uplifted hands bound by chains,
with the motto, ‘ Am I not a man and a brother ?' Sewing parties

were held in order to embroider this emblem on work -bags, pin
cushions, and writing -cases, and while the ladies stitched one of
their number read aloud a touching story of African wrongs."

At the meeting of the Anti-Slavery Convention at London in
the spring of 1840 Mrs. Opie was impressed with young Wendell
Phillips, who, she recalls, is mentioned in The Martyr Age of

America61 as one “ on whose lips hung, for the space of three
minutes the fate of the Abolitionists in Boston. ” She saw also
one of the fifty young men who were forced to leave Lane Seminary
in Ohio62 because of the administration's refusal to permit the
students to discuss slavery. Of particular interest to her was
Colonel Jonathan Miller from Vermont, who wore a Quaker hat

in order that a runaway slave in America might know that it was
a symbol of friendship and protection .

In a letter to Mary Russell

Mitford, August 7, 1840, Mrs. Opie regrets her inability to perform
a task for a friend since she has promised to write “ a sort of

popular precis of the glorious anti-slavery proceedings and sittings
in the Anti- Slavery Convention. " She has re-read for stimulation
to do this task Harriet Martineau's Martyr Age of America.64
The Negro's cause is sympathetically discussed in one of her

tales “ The Quaker and the Young Man of the World .” 65 The
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young man of the world, or the beau, gives aid to a lame Negro
6

beggar because he remembers the original cruelty and injustice
which probably brought him or his parents into a strange land and
made him an object of charity. " Commending him for such an
act, the Quaker is glad to hear the beau admit “ the poor African's
claim to be considered as a man and a brother.” Here follows a

discussion of abolition, emancipation, and other topics.
The same passage in Park's Travels as attracted Crabbe and
James Montgomery66 attracted Georgiana Cavendish , Duchess of
Devonshire. In the 1799 edition of Park's work her poetic version

is printed as an appendix. The postscript refers to the duchess as
one who “ was pleased to think so highly of this simple and un
premeditated effusion , as to make a version of it with her own

pen ; and cause it to be set to music by an eminent composer. With
this elegant production, in both parts of which the plaintive sim

plicity of the original is preserved and improved, the Author thinks
himself highly honoured in being permitted to adorn his book.” 67

The duchess' version, " The Young Negro Women's Song " reads
thus :

The loud wind roar'd , the rain fell fast;

The white man yielded to the blast :
He sat him down beneath our tree ;

For weary, sad, and faint was he ;
And, ah ! no wife, or mother's care,
For him the milk or corn prepare.
Chorus

The white man shall our pity share ;
Alas! no wife, or mother's care,
For him the milk or corn prepare !
The storm is o'er, the tempest past;

And Mercy's voice has hush'd the blast.
The wind is heard in whispers low ;
The white man far away must go ;
But ever in his heart will bear

Remembrance of the Negro's care.
Chorus

Go, white man, go ; but with thee bear

The Negro's wish ; the Negro's prayer;
Remembrance of the Negro's care.68

G. G. Ferrari was the “ eminent Composer ” who set these words
to the music .
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The well -known Hester Piozzi was also acquainted with Mungo
Park's expedition of 1795-1799 into Africa. She wrote a friend
in 1798 that her attention was considerably attracted to this work .
It is probable that the account she saw was the one written for the
African Association in 1798. A letter to a friend dated June 19,

1802, shows not only the status of the Negro in a certain part of
England but also her sympathy. She writes, “ Well ! I am really

haunted by black shadows. Men of colour in the rank of gentlemen ;
a black Lady, cover'd with finery, in the Pit at the Opera, and

tawny children playing in the Squares, —the gardens of the Squares
I mean — with their nurses, afford ample proofs of Hannah More
and Mr. Wilberforce's success toward breaking down the wall of
separation . Oh ! how it falls on every side ! and spreads its tumbling

ruins on the world ! leaving all ranks, all customs, all colours, all
religions jumbled together, till like the old craters of an exhausted
volcano, Time closes and covers with fallacious green each ancient
breach of distinction ; preparing us for the moment when we shall

be made one fold under one Shepherd, fulfilling the voice of
prophecy. " **
In view of the close attachment between Dorothy Wordsworth
and her brother William , we should expect her to be as fervent in
the anti -slavery cause as her brother. Her letters show a close
observation of the progress of the abolitionists. The rejection of
Wilberforce's motion to bring in a bill for the emancipation of
the slaves causes her to write to Jane Pollard in June, (1791 ) , “ I

was indeed greatly mortified on hearing of Mr. Wilberforce's bad
success, every friend to humanity must applaud his zeal and lament
that it failed in its effect." 70 We learn from another letter, De

cember 7, 1791, that Wilberforce stayed with her and her brother a

few days." On May 6, 1792, she expresses the hope that Jane
Pollard is an immediate abolitionist. She is grieved that the traffic
in human flesh will continue until 1796.72 When the Clarksons

visited the Wordsworths in September, 1800, Dorothy informed Jane
that Mr. Clarkson is the man who took so “ much pains about the
slave trade. " 78 August 7, 1805, finds her writing Lady Beaumont
about a dear friend that lives near them , the wife of " Mr. Clark
son who was the grand mover of the main efforts for the abolition
of the Slave Trade." 74 Thirteen years later in October, 1818, she
mentions her sorrow at losing the Wilberforces, who were leaving
Mt. Rydal the next day. She commends Wilberforce especially for
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his “ benevolence and loving -kindness.” 75 In one of her letters to
Thomas Monkhouse, December 16, 1820, we learn that the death

of the Haitian Henri Christophe has grieved Clarkson greatly.76
Another woman interested in anti-slavery was Miss E. Benger,
who, with Montgomery and Grahame, was asked to compose a
poem in honor of the abolition of the slave trade. The name of her
contribution is " A Poem Occasioned by the Abolition of the Slave

Trade in 1806.” After pointing out the incompatibility of slavery
with the laws of Britain, the author discusses various aspects of
slavery, such as the work of Sharp, the moral and physical evils
of slavery, primitive slavery in Africa, the hospitality of the
Africans, and the benefits accruing from the abolition of slavery

to Africa and humanity in general. Then she digresses to pay this
tribute to Clarkson :

Touch'd by what spirit, by what impulse wrought,

Did Clarkson mourn in solitary thought?
Youth's buoyant spirit languish'd in his frame,

He turn'd from pleasure, and grew cold to fame. ...77"
The well-known novelist of the Romantic period, Maria Edge
worth , was also interested in the Negro. On January 18, 1810, she
sends to Mrs. Barbauld a letter, interesting because it reveals the

attitudes of some of the whites toward intermarriage. She writes,
“ So to return to my own business. ‘ Belinda ' I have taken some,
and my father has taken a great deal of pains, to improve her. In

the first volume, the alterations are very slight, and merely verbal.
In the second volume, ' Jackson ' is substituted for the husband
of Lucy instead of ' Juba ,' many people having been scandalized at
the idea of a black man marrying a white woman ; my father says

that gentlemen have horrors upon this subject, and draw con
clusions very unfavorable to a female writer who appeared to

recommended such unions; as I do not understand the subject, I trust
to his better judgment, and end with — for Juba read Jackson . " 78
In the same novel, Belinda, a company of people are portrayed
as being captivated by a reading of Day's The Dying Negro. From

a letter of Maria's father, R. L. Edgeworth, dated September 30,
1814, we learn that Samuel Henry Romilly had sent him a speech on
the slave trade, which had been delivered in the House of Commons
June 28, 1814, and which he and his daughter read with pleasure.
Edgeworth calls it “ the effusion of honest feeling and cultivated
eloquence. ” 70
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The Grateful Negro by Mrs. Edgeworth has as its hero a

noble slave. Caesar, grateful because his present master, Mr. Ed
wards, has bought him to prevent his being sold for debt and taken
to another land, refuses to heed the urgent appeals of Hector, a
fellow slave, to take part in an insurrection against the whites of

the island . Instead, by a timely warning he saves his master and
his family. Mrs. Edgeworth presents very vividly the difference
between Mr. Jefferies, the cruel planter hated by his slaves, and
Mr. Edwards, loved by all because of his humane treatment. Each
slave on Mr. Edwards' plantation had definite, reasonable duties
to perform and was free to spend his evenings in pleasure or to
his own advantage. One day each week the Negroes could use for
the cultivation of their own plot of land given them by Mr. Edwards.
Thus the author teaches that the best labour is secured from the

slave who is treated kindly by his master.80
At the end of a volume containing Mrs. Edgeworth's Idleness

and Industry and Hannah More's The Shepherd of Salisbury
Plain , there is an unsigned poem called “ The Sorrows of Yamba :
or the Negro Woman's Lamentation ." Yamba tells of her happy
birthplace in Africa, the fierce “ man -stealing " crew, of her suffer
ings under aa cruel master who scarred her back and gave her " bad
and stinted ” food. On the verge of death she cries :

What and if to death he send me,
Savage murder tho ' it be,
British laws shall ne'er befriend me,

They protect not slaves like me.

In flight from her home she meets a missionary, who leads her to
Christ. Forgiving her master, she dies happy with the hope that
Africa will reap the blessings of the gospel as a free land :
Cease, ye British sons of murder!

Cease from forging Afric's chain ;
your Saviour's name no further,
Cease your savage lust of gain .
Ye that boast, “ Ye rule the waves. "
Mock

Bid no slave -ship soil the sea ,
Ye that " never will be slaves,"

Bid poor Afric's land be free.
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Frances Wright D’Arusmont or “ Fanny Wright" was desig
nated by Hunt as the “ friend of the slaves” in his poem , “ Blue
Stocking Revels, or the Feast of the Violets " ( 1837 ) . At first
she had very little sympathy for the American abolitionists who
had “ much zeal with little knowledge; and not unfrequently, more
party violence than enlarged philanthropy. " 81 Accordingly, she
decided to go to America and make a careful study of social, in

dustrial, and economic conditions there. Her industry in searching
for material was remarkable. She procured in Washington extracts
from registers of laws of the slave states ; she travelled extensively,
visited planters, and conversed with them in order to obtain first
hand information about slavery. Her findings were summarized in

Views of Society and Manners in America in a Series of Letters
from That Country to a Friend in England, during the Years 1818,

1819 and 1820. This work influenced many English periodicals.
She commends the Quakers for their opposition to the " odious
traffic " in Africa and praises the resistance displayed by the New
England colonies and Virginia and Georgia when England tried
to import slaves within their provinces.82 Especially commendable
is the abolition of the trade in America by Congress years before
its abolition by the British Parliament. That Negroes in America
have churches with their own ministers is an indication of their

swift, intellectual progress. She ends with the hope that the
Americans may “ realize the conviction lately expressed to me by
their venerable President, that ‘ The day is not very far distant when
a slave will not be found in America.' " 83 Her poem , “ The
Stranger's Farewell to America '' deplores slavery in America and
anticipates the world's looking to America for the exemplification
of the principles of Freedom and Truth.884

Letitia Landon's “ The African Prince" 85 displays sym

pathetic attitude toward a noble young prince, who because of
his previous freedom and innate nobility is unable to become recon

ciled to the degradation of slavery. At last, by his conversion he
finds comfort in the hope of eternal life.
When Joanna Baillie was very young, she wrote two poems,

“ School Rhymes for Negro Children ” 86 and “ Devotional Song
for a Negro Child .” 87 The former brings to us the happy, care

free school days, when birds and butterflies are scarcely more happy
than children . The latter poem begins :
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When at rising morn we lave
Our dark limbs in the shiny wave,

When beneath the palm -tree shade
We rest a while in freshness laid ,

And, when our early task is done
Whom should we love to think upon ?
The answer is

God hath our hearts with goodness won ,
Him will we love to think upon .

Sancho, “ a Black ,” plays a minor part in The Alienated
Manor : A Comedy, one of the numerous dramas written by Mrs.
Baillie.88

A famous woman visitor to America was Frances Anne Kemble,
English actress, who married the grandson of a South Carolinian .
Her journal is a sane and impartial account of her stay on a
Georgia plantation . She writes, “ Assuredly I am going prejudiced

against slavery, for I am an Englishwoman, in whom the absence
of such a prejudice would be disgraceful.'89 To her Harriet Marti
neau's portrayal of American slavery is guilty of misstatement
and relies too much on others. In addition to the journal, Miss

Kemble wrote records of her life containing many sympathetic ref
erences to the Negro.
She writes to " Dearest H " of an experience of 1832, “ The

steward of our ship, a black — a very intelligent, obliging respect
able servant - came here the other morning to ask my father for
an order, at the same time adding that it must be for the gallery,
as people of color were not allowed to go into any other part of the
theater. Qu'en dis -tu ? The prejudice against these unfortunate
people is, of course, incomprehensible to us . On board ship, after

giving that same man some trouble, Dall poured him out a glass
of wine, when we were having our dinner, whereupon the captain
looked at her with utter amazement, and I thought some little

contempt, and said, ' Ah ! one can tell by that that you are not an
American ; which sort of thing makes one feel rather glad that one

is not ." 90 That prejudice should exist in America in 1874 is also
a source of grief. For example, her servant was not permitted to

attend a performance in a theatre in Philadelphia, and colored
children were not admitted to public schools there, although " more
than half of the State Legislature of South Carolina were blacks ”
and some members of the school board were colored . To her it was
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strange that Philadelphia , “ once the seat of enthusiastic and self
devoted Quaker abolitionism , the home of that noble and admirable

woman , Lucretia Mott, who stood heroically in its vanguard, is
now one of the strongholds of the most illiberal prejudice against
the blacks. ” 91

Miss Kemble says her Georgia journal was not published until
thirty years after it was written because of the fact that the people
among whom she was living in England were well-educated mem

bers of the upper classes and Southern sympathizers; however, on
account of the “ ignorant and mischievous" arguments she heard
from her countrymen and countrywomen she felt compelled to
bear her " testimony to the miserable nature and results of the
system . " 92 Her three sonnets on the American War93 and " The Fall

of Richmond ” published after the Civil War continue to show

her sympathy with the North. She writes in the latter poem :
For our own guilt have we been doomed to smile

These our own kindred, Thy great law defying ,
These, our own flesh and blood , who now unite.
In one thing only with us — bravely dying.
Dying how bravely ! yet how bitterly,
Not for the better side, for the worse;

Blindly and madly striving against Thee,
For the bad cause, where thou has set Thy curse.94
Harriet Martineau was probably one of the best known of the

English women abolitionists. She had many personal friends in
America with whom she corresponded. For example, Mrs. Fannie
George Shaw, mother of Colonel Shaw, the “ first white colonel of
the first black regiment raised during the civil war in America,

sent her a big photograph of Colonel Shaw , which was placed in a
conspicuous place in her home. Miss Martineau said it “ always
melts my heart to look at it, and think of that great deed that
proved two races worthy of each other, and helped to save your land
for both ! '95 Anna Barbauld, Coleridge, Wordsworth, and Elizabeth
B. Browning were among her friends and acquaintances.
One of her early anti-slavery works was Demerara which was
very popular. Retrospect of Western Travel ( 1838) is an account
of her visit to America. Describing her visit to Baltimore, she
ironically comments upon the fact that the whites in Baltimore
use exclusively the bodies of coloured people for dissection “ 'be
cause the whites do not like it, and the coloured people cannot
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resist.' It is wonderful that the bodily structure can be ( with the

exception of the colouring of the skin ) thus assumed to be the
pattern of that of the whites; that the exquisite nervous system , the
instrument of moral as well as physical pleasures and pains, can
be nicely investigated, on the ground of its being analogous with
that of the whites; that not only the mechanism , but the sensibilities

of the degraded race should be argued from to those of the exalted
order, and that men come from such a study with contempt for
these brethren in their countenances, hatred in their hearts, and

insult on their tongues. " 86 Interesting also are the comments
made on Mrs. Edgeworth's Belinda. In Baltimore the great
prejudice against intermarriage is illustrated by the reaction to
this work because Juba, a Negro, married an English farmer's
daughter, and as a result “ Miss Edgeworth was denounced as a
woman of no intelligence ... The incident is so subordinate that

I had entirely forgotten it; but a clergyman's lady threw the
volume to the opposite corner of the floor when she came to the
page. As I have said elsewhere, Miss Edgeworth is worshiped

throughout the United States; but it is in spite of this terrible
passage, this clause of a sentence in Belinda, which nobody in
America can tolerate, while no one elsewhere ever, I should think,
dreamed of finding fault with it. " "7 Miss Martineau was doubt

less unaware of the fact that in England the same prejudice arose
in some circles to such an extent that Mrs. Edgeworth changed
the name from “ Juba ” to “ Jackson . ” 98

The Martyr Age of the United States of America with an

Appeal on Behalf of the Oberlin Institute in Aid of the Abolition
of Slavery is self-explanatory. In this work Miss Martineau dis
cusses the efforts of Garrison and other United States abolitionists

along with the interest of Angelina E. and Sarah Grimké of South
Carolina. In the Appeal the author accuses England of giving to
America the institution of slavery."99 She says, “ We gave the

Americans slavery. The slavery of the United States is a British
institution . The opportunity being presented to us, we are, in
principle, as much bound to aid in its abolition wherever we estab

lished it, as in those colonies which still belong to us."
The way in which Miss Martineau happened to write her
novel The Hour and the Man with Toussaint Louverture as the

hero is told as follows : " I was completely carried away by the
article on St. Domingo in the Quarterly Review ( vol. xxi) which
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I lighted upon, one day at this time, while looking for the noted

article on the Grecian philosophy in the same volume. I pursued
the study of Toussaint L'Ouverture's character in the Biographie

Universelle; and thought it is badly done, and made a mere patch
work of irreconcilable views of him ; the real man shone out into my
mind, through all mists and shadows. I went to my confidante, with

a sheetful of notes, and a heartful of longings to draw that glorious
character — with its singular mixture of Negro temperament,

heathen morality and as much of Christianity as agreed with the
two. But my friend could not see the subject as I did . She

honestly stood by her objections, and I felt that I could not proceed
against the counsel of my only adviser. I gave it up : but a few
years after, when ill at Tynemouth , I reverted to my scheme and
% 100
After a trip to the prison and
fulfilled it ..
grave of Toussaint in 1838, Miss Martineau decided to write

the novel.101 Her purpose in writing was to aid the anti-slavery
cause and to call the attention of the public to the intellectual and
moral genius of as black a Negro as was ever seen .. » 102 The
work was praised by many persons, among whom were Jeffrey
and Mrs. Edgeworth . The former called the book " beautiful and
touching ” and designed to make the readers better.103 Maria
Chapman said the title was chosen as one “ best calculated to con
ceal the hero's colour, as this complexional prejudice was run

ning high in the United States, and she hoped the work might
tell in favour of her cause there. " 104 Wendell Phillips used the
105
subject on his lecturing tours for the abolition of slavery .
Miss Martineau's life was replete with activities in behalf of

freedom for the Negro. For example, between breakfast and dinner,
she would often do fancy work “ usually for the benefit of the
Abolition Fund in America. " Maria Chapman's own account of
Miss Martineau's work is indicative of what many other English
women did for the abolition movement. She says, “ She made pretty
baskets of braid and wire-ribbons, which sold for a sum sufficient

to found a library for the Barracks. She sent them also the National
Anti-slavery Bazaar in Boston , United States. But a really re

markable piece of work , both for its great beauty and the amount
of time bestowed upon it, was a table cover, the four seasons,' of
Berlin wool wrought into fruits and flowers, which was bought

by subscription by her anti-slavery friends, and presented to Mrs.
Follen . Thus it was the means of raising one hundred dollars for
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the cause, and gave those friends the occasion for expressing what
they felt of affectionate gratitude for all her works and her labours

and her patience." 106 For three succeeding years she sent ninety
letters to the National Anti-slavery Standard.107 Occasional articles
were sent by her to some of the leading and second -rate “ organs "
of English public opinion .108 She was one of the members of the

Executive Committee of a Ladies ' London Emancipation Society,
which issued tracts regularly for the anti- slavery cause .109 A
report of the North of England Anti- Slavery and India Reform
League, which met in Manchester, August 1, 1854, shows that Miss

Martineau sent a letter of encouragement to the conference and
urged that the public be made fully conversant with the political
and historical facts of slavery in America :110
Anna Jameson could boast of many opponents of slavery as her

friends : Harriet Martineau, Elizabeth Browning, Maria Edge
worth, Joanna Baillie, Samuel Rogers, and the Procters.111 Her
“ Story of a Slave ” ( 1838) 112 is based upon one of her experiences
while she was in Canada. A Kentucky slave desiring to marry and
have his children born free escaped and fled on his master's horse to

Buffalo, where he sold the horse and thence escaped to Canada. Ac
cused by a Kentucky jury of felony, he was arrested and placed in a

Niagara jail. While he was waiting for his master to come for
him , a mob of unarmed, friendly Negroes surrounded the jail, de
termined to protect him. In an ensuing scuffle, the slave escaped.
One thing that impressed Mrs. Jameson was the heroism of the
women in the mob, especially of a beautiful mulatto woman about
twenty -five years old, who had fled to Canada from Virginia. When
asked by Mrs. Jameson whether she was happy in Canada, she

expressed the baffled , disappointed attitude of many Negroes :
I don't know
“ Yes ... that is, I was happy here ... but now
... I thought we were safe here ... I thought nothing could touch
us here, on your British ground, but it seems I was mistaken, and
if so, I won't stay here. . . . I won't ... I won't! I'll go and find
some country where they cannot reach us ! I'll go to the end of the
world , I will!” 118
In 1846 Miss Martineau wrote Mrs. Jameson asking her to send

a contribution to the American periodical the Liberty Bell since
this contribution would further the interest of the Anti-Slavery

Convention in America . Miss Martineau wished her to send some
thing “ breathing the spirit of freedom by which these noble
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abolitionists live " and acting as an impetus to the cause in America .
Thus “ many an ear deaf to what a native could say ” would be
reached.114 It is not known whether Mrs. Jameson ever complied
with this request or not.
Elizabeth Fry, the Quaker social worker, staunchly supported

Sir Fowell Buxton 15 and his companions in their efforts to effect
emancipation. When she was in Zwolle, she, her brother, and John

Mollet addressed a group of eighty -two ( at a hotel assembly ) on
prisons, slavery, and the importance of freeing the slaves. At the
end of the speeches " great attention " was given to them.116 She

records in her Journal ( June, 1840 ) that she and a duchess at
tended a meeting of the Anti-Slavery Society at Exeter Hall. She

writes sympathetically, " We sat near the Duke of Sussex and the
French Ambassador. To find my poor unworthy self thus placed

in the face of this immense assembly ( I think three thousand per
sons ) was rather fearful, and yet very interesting, from the cause
we were engaged in, the numbers interested in it and the honour of

appearing on the side of the afflicted slaves. " 117 After an exception
ally busy day she writes that she “ returned to Upton to meet, at
Ham House, the residence of her brother Samuel Gurney, The
American Delegates, who had come to England on the subject of
slavery. ” 118

Mary Howitt, a Quaker and collaborator with her husband
William Howitt in editing Howitt's Journal, had the really

“ thorough Abolitionist view " of entire decimation, root and
branch , of slavery and lenity to none of its adherents. Her favorable
impression of Frederick Douglass is expressed in a letter to her sis
ter in 1840 : “ Our friend, William Lloyd Garrison , is now in Lon

don, with one of the most interesting men I ever saw , a runaway
slave, Frederick Douglass. The narrative of his life, written by him .
self, is most beautiful and affecting. William119 met him first in
Dublin , and now that he is in London , we have seen a good deal of

him . I wish I could lend you some of the very interesting and heart
rending Anti- Slavery books that have been given to us, and which
have so wholly absorbed my thoughts, that now like many a good
old Friend, I can talk of nothing but ' the dear Blacks .' " 120 In the
same letter she mentions that their friend the German poet, Ferdi
nand Freiligath ,121 was in England as an exile from Germany. She
expresses her hope on October 12, 1846, that her sister has attended

the meetings of the Anti -Slavery League lately held in Liverpool,
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in which Garrison, H. C. Wright, and F. Douglass participated .
No doubt, the activity of her mother played its part in shaping
Mrs. Howitt's attitude toward the Negro. She writes in the same

letter, “ I have admired dearest mother's zeal in this great question
of humanity. She has seen and talked with these good men here ;
and she has knit such a quantity of nice things for the Anti
Slavery Bazaar in Boston as is really quite amazing in one at her
time of life." 122

From a letter, December 3, 1852, we learn that after Queen
Victoria had read Uncle Tom's Cabin , she with the Duchess of
Sutherland and others connected with the Palace decided
to
make a demonstration in favour of the slave. ” Mrs. Howitt was

invited to meet with many famous women at Stafford House where

plans would be discussed about sending an address from English
women to American women on the slavery question . Woman -like

she bought a new bonnet for the occasion and attended the meet
ing at which there was read a letter from Mrs. Stowe in behalf of
the slave. We learn that Uncle Tom's Cabin was at first refused

for publication by a number of English houses; but after it was
finally published, it became so popular that about one million
copies had been sold at the time of her writing.123 Discussing the
“ wonderful" effect of this book, Mrs. Howitt says the Czar had

it translated into the Russian language preparatory to the " aboli
tion of serfdom ” ; the great prize ox that Christmas in Paris was
called “ Uncle Tom ' ; also many slave holders in the South had

freed their slaves after a perusal of this book.124 Mrs. Stowe's
arrival in England will in Mrs. Howitt's opinion be accorded an
ovation greater than that received by a king or queen. At last Mrs.
Stowe arrived in England making a deep impression because of her

simple, kindly face and winning charm .125
One Englishwoman upon whom Uncle Tom's Cabin made a
deep impression was the novelist Susan Ferrier. The editor of her
Memoir and Correspondence says that such special subjects as
temperance and the anti-slavery movement possessed a vital appeal
for her. 126 She writes to Mrs. Tennent October 9, 1852. " ... I

have nothing new to tell you of anything or anybody here, and I
find nothing readable after ‘Uncle Tom's Cabin .' I never was so
stirred by any book, and I'm glad to hear the whole world is the
same. There is to be a great emancipation bazaar at Glasgow , and

I'm going to work ' like a nigger for it.' Should the whole pro
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ceeds purchase but one slave that is something - how much of
weal or woe may be in that one ! ' ' 127

The letters and journals of Harriet Beecher Stowe indicate the
popularity of her book in England. She received letters of commen
dation from Prince Albert,128 Lord Carlisle,128 the Earl of Shaftes
bury ,130 Harriet Martineau,181 William H. Prescott, the historian,132
>

Charles Kingsley, the novelist, and many other English men and
women . Kingsley's letter is worthy of notice : " A thousand thanks

for your delightful letter. As for your progress and ovation here
in England, I have no fear for you. You will be flattered and wor
shipped. You deserve it and you must bear it. I am sure that
you have seen and suffered too much and too long to be injured by

the foolish yet honest and heartfelt lionizing which you must go
through .

“ I have many a story to tell you when we meet about the
effects of the great book upon the most unexpected people.
Yours ever faithfully,
C. KINGSLEY .>>
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A dramatization of Uncle Tom's Cabin was a leading attraction
at two London theatres, the Royal Victoria and the National
Standard.134 While in England , Mrs. Stowe met Dickens, whose
youth surprised her,185 Martin Farquhar Tupper,136 Macaulay ,137
Dean Milman138 and Mary Howitt,139 whom she describes as “ just

such a cheerful, sensible, fireside companion as we find her in her
books — winning love and trust the very moment of the interview ."
One of Mrs. Stowe's friends was Elizabeth Browning, well
known for her anti-slavery attitude.

Her first mention of

slavery in Jamaica is made in a letter of May 17, 1883.
As if in anticipation of the emancipation, her father sold
his large house at Hope End. She writes in this connection, “ If we
do leave Sidmouth, you know as well as I do where we shall go.

Perhaps to Boulogne! perhaps to the Swan River. The West In
dians are irreparably ruined if the Bill passes . Papa says that in
the case of its passing, nobody in his senses would think of even

attempting the culture of sugar , and that they had better hang
weights to the sides of the island of Jamaica and sink it at once. 140
She writes to H. S. Boyd from Pisa, December 21, 1846, that she is
6

sending an anti-slavery poem to America “ too ferocious, perhaps,
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for the Americans to publish : but they asked for a poem and shall
have it." 141 ( The poem referred to is “ The Runaway Slave at
Pilgrim's Point," which first appeared in The Liberty Bell ( 1848 ),

an American anti-slavery publication .) Her enthusiasm for Mrs.
Stowe's book is seen in a letter dated April 22, 1853, and written to
Mrs. Jameson . 142 She writes that she honors America but " would
not be an American for the world while she wears that shameful

scar upon her brow ." Frank references to slavery similar to this
one appear again and again in her correspondence. She wishes to
be regarded as an abolitionist but not to a fanatical degree. It is
her belief that the North should compensate the South for the loss
of her slaves. Compromise on the part of the North would be

worse than the dissolution of the states as the former is comparable
to the death of the soul, while the latter is comparable to the death
of the body. 148
Two well-known poems of Mrs. Browning dealing with slavery
are " The Runaway Slave at Pilgrim's Point" ( 1848 ) and " A Curse
for a Nation ” ( 1860 ) . In the former a slave mother depicts her

sufferings under a tyrannical master. She presents a contrast be
tween the beauty of darkness in Nature and the ugliness and misery
of those whose skin is dark . For example, in nature, there are the

dark rippling stream , the dark birds that sing, the dark chanting
frogs. The “ sweetest stars” are those which pass over the face of
the darkest night.”
But we who are dark, we are dark !
Ah God , we have no stars!
About our souls in care and cark

Our blackness shuts like prison -bars :
The poor souls crouch so far behind
That never a comfort can they find
By reaching through the prison -bars.144

In the second poem, " A Curse for a Nation, " American slavery
is bitterly denounced . The poem, however, provoked a furore in
England and was severely censured by a reviewer in The Athenaeum
as an attack upon the English nation.145 Defending herself, the

author writes, “ In fact, I cursed neither England nor America,
I leave such things to our Holy Father here; the poem only pointed
out how the curse was involved in the action of slave holding." 146
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The poem is divided into two parts, “ Prologue” and “ The Curse. ”
In the first part an angel bids the author
Write a Nation's curse for me

And send it over the Western Sea.147

The author, however, is reluctant to wound those across the sea who

are bound to her by gratitude, love, and blood. Again the angel
commands, and again she refuses because of the sins in her own
land. She is finally persuaded to write the curse for America, who,

while striving for her own freedom , keeps in subjection with “ brand
and thong " the souls of others.148

The purpose of Mrs. Fanny Wilkins in writing her romance
The Slave Son, 1848, was to interest the public not in civil emanci
pation but in raising the coloured race to social emancipation and
149
respect.
In her opinion prejudice against the coloured race
is a blot upon civilization, and she is glad that Mrs. Stowe has

prepared the way for such a frank treatment of this important
question . She anticipates the time when there will be a " thorough
equalization of races which shall procure for all equal rights by
written law , social law , and the law which comes from Christ;

when man shall owe his greatness to his own striving ,—to the exer
cise of the talents he has received from God, not to the hue of his

complexion , or rather I should say, to the complexion of his par
ents ; and when the coloured man, taking place among his fellow
men on earth, may do credit to the generous and glorious nation
which has freed him . " 150

From the preceding facts we see that the English woman played
an important role in arousing sympathy for the Negro. Not only

by the use of the pen but by active participation in community
activities did she inspire public opinion to remove the blot of
slavery from both England and America . To those who might be
inclined to rebuke her for playing this role, she would probably
answer with Elizabeth Browning, “ Oh and is it possible that you

think a woman has no business with questions like the questions
of slavery ! Then she had better use a pen no more. "

CHAPTER VII
CONCLUSION

There is no doubt that English romantic thought included the
Negro and the amelioration of his condition as vital factors in the
program of romanticism . Literary men and women of all types

were more or less active in voicing their protest against the evils
of slavery. From the heterogeneous array of literature we have
seen various arguments advanced against this institution : first,
from a moral and sentimental aspect, slavery is a transgression of
the law of God and of the principles of right and justice; secondly,
from an economic standpoint slave labor is in the long run more

costly than free labor and the maintenance of slave colonies is a
great expense to the mother country ; and thirdly, from the physical
aspect, slavery involves separation from families, the horrors of
the Middle Passage, the scourge of pestilence and disease, the
brutality of the lash , and the loss of human life. Many of those
who advanced these arguments could not be contented while the
Negro was reduced to a status a little above that of an animal.

They were farsighted enough to see that any institution which de
prived their fellowmen of intellectual, economic, and spiritual de
velopment was a hindrance to the progress of the human race as a
whole .

From this study three interesting facts are worthy of notice.
One is that many of these writers were not prompted by any con

sideration of social equality for the Negro as the following account
from Benjamin Haydon reveals : " When I was painting the ' Anti

Slavery Convention ' in 1840, I said to Scobell, one of the leading
emancipation men , ' I shall place you, Thompson, and the Negro,
together .' This was the touchstone. He sophisticated immediately
on the propriety of placing the Negro in the distance. Now , a man
who wishes to place the Negro on our level must no longer regard
him having been a slave and feel annoyed at sitting by his side." 11
Another interesting fact is the variety of forms assumed by the
material devoted to the Negro. There appear poems ranging from

the short sonnet and poem of two stanzas to the longer poem ,
poems in heroic couplets, Miltonic octosyllabic couplets, in elegiac
153
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quatrains, and in other varied stanzaic forms. Some writers like
Burns, Blake, Wordsworth , Coleridge, Hunt, Harriet Martineau,
Maria Edgeworth and Landor devoted complete poems, tales, or es
says to the Negro while others like Shelley and Byron were satis
fied with incidental passages. Furthermore, almost all the well
known writers of the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries

wrote against slavery ; yet they are remembered by the general stu
dent of English literature not for their anti-slavery utterances

but for their conforming more or less to those principles of writ
ing which make their works take place among the classics of Eng.
lish literature.

Just as a musical composition has ever-recurring motifs and
characteristic stock features, so anti-slavery literature contains
ever -recurring patterns of ideas and imagery. Some of these stock
features are the beauty of Africa, an ideal land, as it were, the hap
piness of the natives in their primitive home-lands, the approach

of the slave-ship, the hospitality of the unsuspecting natives, the
treachery of the whites, the brave resistance of the natives, the
misery caused by the separation of kindred and friends, the cruel
ties on the slave-ship, the arrival in a strange land, the brutality
of the slave-masters, the frequent occurrence of storms and torna
does sent to avenge the slave, the pathetic dejection of the captives,
and the hope of happiness and reconciliation after death. Unlike

the Negro spiritual, which is exceptional in that it is almost free
from the element of revenge, much of this anti-slavery literature

( no doubt because much of it is the product of the white man's
brain ) calls upon Heaven to avenge the suffering of the slave.
Again and again ironical attacks on the bigotry, the inconsistency,
and the hypocrisy of Christians appear.
The characters in this literature are as varied as the motifs.

There is, of course, the typical cruel slave-dealer and master, who
may or may not repent of his inhumanity to man ; there is also the

humane slave -master who realizes that kindly treatment of the
slaves produces the best results. The Negro woman appears usually

as a beautiful maiden, left behind in Africa, prostrate with grief
over the loss of her lover, or as a mother stricken with sorrow over

the loss of her children . Since most of the anti-slavery literature
was written with a view to gaining sympathy for the slave and
effective action in his behalf, the Negro male appears most fre

quently as slave and toiler. There is also the " dying ' Negro, who,
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rather than submit to an ignominious life of slavery, prefers the
peace afforded by death.

The Negro appears also as prince, rescuer, and soldier. A
figure of popular appeal was Toussaint Louverture. Edward See
ber says that in France Toussaint " was regarded as a sort of glam

orous hero, the incarnation of the numerous literary progeny of
Oroonoko and the fulfillment of frequent petitions for a ‘ nouveau
Spartacus' to lead the wretched slaves to freedom .” 2 In England
his tragic fate appealed, as we have seen, to such writers as Rush
ton, Harriet Martineau, Rogers, Wordsworth , and Landor. Atten
tion may be called to the Negro who speaks in his own behalf as in

Samuel Bowden's “ An Epitaph on a Negro Servant, ” Blake's “ The
Little Black Boy,” Burns' " The Slave's Lament, ” Hunt's “ The
Negro Boy, " and Amelia Opie's “ The Negro Boy's Tale. "

At

tempts to represent Negro dialect are few and rather unsuccessful

as in Robert Anderson's “ Negro Affection " and Amelia Opie's
“ The Negro Boy's Tale."

The numerous tributes to such abolitionists as Cowper, Wilber
force, Clarkson, and Sharp indicate the gratitude of both whites
and Negroes for the efforts of the anti-slavery crusaders. Sim
ilarly today those who believe that " a man's a man for a ' that"

cannot help appreciating these varied manifestations of sympathy
for the oppressed in English romantic thought. The growing con

sciousness of the inhumanity of slavery which finds its reflection in
the literature of the eighteenth century, the rising tide of popular
opposition and indignation which reached its crest during the ro
mantic period and was responsible for the abolition of slavery in
the British colonies, and the concern for the slave in America,all
of these facts bespeak a sincere desire to keep the torch of liberty
burning and pass it on undimmed to those who follow .

Carlyle once said to an American visitor in England, “ All the
worth you have put into your cause will be returned to you per
sonally ; but the America for which you are hoping you will never
see : and you will never see the whites and the blacks in the South

dwelling together as equals in peace.” . The torch of liberty has
been handed down to the twentieth century with the prophecy of
Carlyle yet unfulfilled .
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Blumenbach, Johann, 79 , 126
Bolingbroke, Henry St. John,

Canning, George, 87

“ Capital Punishments,” 96
Captain Clutterbuck's Champagne, 117
Captain Singleton, 11
Captive of the Castle of Sennaar, The,
32

Vis

count, 2

Boswell, James, mention of, 6 ; change
of, in attitude toward slavery, 38,
39

Campbell, Thomas, mention of, 4, 5,
68, 104, 118 ; rebuke of America by,
107 ; admiration of, for Toussaint
Louverture, 107

Carey, or Cary, Lott, 63
Carlisle, Earl of, 126, 150
Carlyle, Thomas, 155
Castle of Otranto, The, 32
Castle Spectre, The, 77, 85

Botanic Garden, The, 22, 49, 50
Botsford, Jay B., 7, 127

Castlereagh, Lord Robert, censured by

Bow in the Cloud, The, 120, 125

Cavendish, Georgiana, 54, 138
Channing, William E., 66

Bowden, Samuel, 45, 155

Wilberforce, 94
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Chapbooks, treatment of Negro in, 59,
60
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Collins, Anthony, 2

Colman, the Younger, George, 42, 43

Chapman, Maria, 146
Chateaubriand, a French writer, 97
Chatterton, Thomas, harmful influ
ence of slave trade upon romantic
love, portrayed by, 14, 15
Cheap Repository, 59
Chesterfield, Lord, humanitarian at
titude of, in letters, 32
Child, Lydia M., 67

Childe Harold's Pilgrimage,” 85
Christian Directory , 10

Christophe, Henri, mention of, 5, 92 ,
133 , 140 ; suicide of, 72 ; kindness
of the Clarksons to his widow and

children , 72 ; parody of the Words
worths on his wife, 72

Church Litany of the Brethren, 109
Clarke, Samuel, 1
Clarkson, Thomas, mention of, 4, 5,
15, 28, 38, 39 , 46, 64, 70, 71, 75, 79,
84, 93, 117, 128, 139, 155 ; prize
winning essay of, 8 ; sermon in
scribed to, 65 ; letter of, to clergy,

65 ; eulogy of, 68, 69 ; intimacy of,
with the Wordsworths,
71-73 ;
praised by Wordsworth , 71 ; de

fended by Wordsworth, 73 ; unfin
ished paper of, on slavery in Amer
ica, 73 ; Coleridge interested in the
success of, 77-79 ; tribute paid to,
by Coleridge, 79 ; intimacy of, with
Southey, 80 ; tribute paid to, by
Southey, 82 ; his history praised by
Southey, 84, 85 ; Southey criticized
by, for apparent inactivity in the

abolition cause, 85 ; friend of Lamb,
90, 91; praised by Hazlitt, 95 ; trib
ute paid to, by Montgomery, 111 ;
praised by Wilson, 113 ; poems in
honor of, 120
Cleveland, John, 9
Cobbett, William, 64
Coleridge, Samuel, 1 , 4, 5, 51 , 67, 68,
69 , 71, 76, 80, 84, 117, 144, 154 ; in
terest of, in anti-slavery cause, 75

Colonization and Christianity, 120
“ Commendatory Verses, ” 18
Condorcet, a French reformer, 6
Cooper, Thomas, 121
Cottle, Joseph, 77
“ Course of Time, The,” 115

Cowley, Abraham, 9, 10
Cowper, William, mention of, 4, 67,
68, 69 , 93 , 123 , 129 , 155 ; vigorous
protests of, against evils of slavery,
15-18 ; eulogy of Wilberforce by,
18 ; tribute paid to, by Montgomery,
111

Cozeners , The, 42
Crabble , George , influence of Park
upon, 20, 53 ; mention of, 138

Crashaw, Richard, 9
Croft, Herbert, 45
Cruise of the Midge, The, 117
Crummell, Alexander, 68, 126
Cuffee, Paul, mention of, 63 ; praised
by Leigh Hunt, 89
Cugoano, Ottobah, 61
Cumberland, George, 32

Cunningham , Allan, 125
“ Curse for a Nation, A , ” 151
Curtis, George W., 101

" Dallada the Negress,” 104
Dallas, Robert Charles, 5

“ Dancing Bear, Recommended to the
Advocates for the Slave Trade,
The, ” 82

Dante, Alighieri , 133
D’Arusmont , Frances Wright (Fan
ny Wright ) , called by Hunt the
slaves ' friend, 90 ; discussion of,
142

Darwin, Erasmus, mention of, 22 , 68 ;

tribute of, to Josiah Wedgewood,
49 ; denunciation of slavery, 49, 50
“ Davideis , ” 10

Davis, Samuel, interest of, in Vir
ginia slaves, 23

80 ; attention drawn to horrors of

Dawe, George, 92

slavery by an American friend, 75 ;

Day, Thomas, mention of, 5 , 6, 20,

wins prize for an ode on the slave
trade, 75 ; interest of, in Clarkson,

68, 129 ; collaborates with Bicknell,
21

77 , 78, 79 ; perusal of Clarkson's

“ Death of Nicou , The, ” 15

history in manuscript form , 77 ;
takes issue with Bruce's vindication

Declaration
dence, 68

of slave trade, 78 ; interest of, in
black characters in literature, 79 ;

Defoe, Daniel, lashes traffic of slaves,
11 ; advocates sympathetic treat
ment of slaves, 11, 12 ; reference to,

increasing

conservatism

of, with

regard to Negro slavery, 79, 80

36

of

American

Indepen
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Deist movement , 2
De la Cour, James , 44
De las Casas, Bartholomew , 123
“ Della Cruscans,” 52
Demerara , 144

De Quincey, mention of, 69 ; aversion
of , to slavery , 92 , 93 ; protest of
his father against slavery, 93
De Durfort , Claire, 114

“ Descent of Liberty : A Mask ,” 90
Description of Furibond ; or Harle.
quin Negro, A , 59
Description of Guinea, 5
Description of William Wells Brown's
Original Panoramic Views, A , 68

" Descriptive Sketches ,” 69
“ Destiny of Nations, The, ” 75
“ Detached Thoughts ,” 87
“ Devotional Song for a Negro
Child , " 142

“ Dialogue between a Slave -holder and
an Abolitionist,” 68

Dickens, Charles, mention of, 5, 150 ;
bitter attacks of , on the slavery in

stitution, 102 , 103
Dillwyn, William , 5, 8 ور
“ Diogenes and Plato , ” 96
“ Divine Epigrams, ” 9
Dodd , William , 6, 44, 45

Dodds, John, 41
“ Don Juan ,” 86
Donne , John , 10

Douglass, Frederick , poem written in
honor of, 121 ; protest against un.
kind treatment of, 126 ; favorable

impression made by, in England,
148, 149
Duck , Stephen , 44

Edinburgh Journal, 63
Edinburgh Review , 63, 67, 78, 96
Edwards, Bryan, mention of, 52 , 76,
136 ; influence of, on Coleridge, 76
Effects of Putting a Stop to the Af
rican Slave Trade, 26
“ Elegy XX ,” 13
Elements of Moral Science, 35
Elizabeth , Queen, beginning of slave
trade during reign of, 127
Elliott, Ebenezer, 104

Emancipation , 66
Emancipator, The, 67
Encyclopedia Britannica , 98
“ Epigram on the British Flag , ” 107
“ Epistle to William Wilberforce on
the Rejection of the Bill for Abol

ishing the Slave Trade, 1791, ” 130
“ Epitaph on a Negro Servant Who
Died at Governor Phipps, at Hay.
wood, near Westbury, An, ” 45, 155
Epitome of Anti-Slavery Information ,
An, 67

“ Essay on Man , ” 12
' Essay on Milton, ” 99
Essay on the Slavery and Commerce

of the Human Species, 8
Essay on the Treatment and Conver

sion of African Slaves, 26
Essay on Truth, 35
Essays on Christianity, Paganism , and
Superstition, 93

Essays on the Principles of Morality,
119

Examiner, The, 89 , 94
“ Expostulatory Letter
Washington,' 47

to

George

Dunciad , The , influence of, upon
“ Bristol, A Satire, ” 53
“ Dunolly Eagle, The,” 71

“ Fair Nymph Scorning a Black Boy
Courting Her, A , " 9

Dyer, John, 13

Fairchild, Hoxie, 3 , 48, 106

Dyer, Edward, 16
“ Dying Negress , The, " 126
Dying Negro, The, mention of, 5, 6,
129 , 140 ; discussion of, 20 , 21 ;
similarity of, to Gray's “ The

Falconer , Harriet, 130
Falconer, Maria, 130
“ Fall of Richmond , The, ” 144
Fall of Robespierre, The, 80

Bard , '

22

Dying Negro, motif of, 21 , 22, 31, 48,
113 , 154, 155

“ Dying Slave, The,” 22
Dymond, Jonathan, 119
Edgeworth , Maria, mention of, 6, 90,
130, 135, 145 , 146, 147, 154 ; dis

cussion of, 140, 141
Edgeworth, Richard Lovell, 22, 140

“ Famine in a Slave Ship,”' 104, 105
“ Farewell to Frederick Douglass,''
121

“ Feast of Freedom, The, ” 132, 134
“ Feast of the Poets, The, ” 90
Ferrari, G. G., 138
Ferrier, Susan, 90, 149, 150

Fields, James T., 103, 124
Fields, Kate, 98
“ Fifty Days on Board a Slaver ,” 104
Five Hundred Thousand Strokes for
Freedom, 126
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" Fleece, The,” 13
Fox, Charles, mention of, 8, 34 ; trib
ute paid to, by Montgomery, 111
Fox, George, 2, 10

“ France : An Ode, ” 76
Franklin, Benjamin , 5

Freligrath , Ferdinand, 121, 123, 148
“ French Slave Trade, The,” 132
Friend, The, 78, 79
Friendly Advice to Gentlemen Plant
ers of East and West Indies, 10
" From Greenland's Icy Mountains,'
64

Fry, Elizabeth, 96, 135, 148

Hazlitt, William, mention of, 69 ; dis
cussion of, 93-96 ; attack on Castle.
reagh's indifference

the Negro

question, 94 ; his unfavorable opin
ion of Wilberforce, 94, 95 ; his at
tack on Lord Eldon, 95 ; his praise
of Clarkson , 95 ; his lack of color
prejudice, 95, 96 ; his praise of the
Quakers, 96

Heber, Reginald , 64
“ Hecca and Gaira , ” 14, 15

Herbert, Lord, of Cherbury , 2
“ Hermitage or Views of Life and
Manners, The,” 58
Hesketh , Lady, friend of Cowper, 15,
18

Galt, John, mention of, 4, 5, 104 ; plan
for emancipation of Negroes by,

Garrison, William L., 121, 145, 149

ony, An, 52

Gay, John, 7
General Post, 24
" General View of the African Slave
Trade, A , ” 47

“ Genius of Africa, The, ” 81
Gentleman's Magazine, The, 39
Gibbon, Edward, 37, 40
Gignilliat, George W., 22
Gilpin, Charles, 68
" Goal; or, Clarkson in Old Age,
The, ” 120

Goldburg's Travels, 5
Goldsmith, Oliver, 37, 39, 40
Goodwyn , Morgan, 10
Grahame, James, 5, 53, 110, 112, 140
Grainger, James, mention of, 37, 68 ;
censure of, by Samuel Johnson, 14
Grateful Negro, The, 6, 141
Grave, The, 13
Gray, Thomas, 22, 52
Grenville, Lord, 82
Grimké, Angelina E., 145
Grimké, Sarah, 145

Guenebault, J. H. , 63
Gurney , Joseph, 5 , 66
Gurney, Samuel, 148

Hawkins, John, 7 , 9
Haydon, Benjamin , 153
Hayley, William , 18, 128, 129

History, Civil and Commercial, of the
West Indies, 52

History of America , 34
“ History of the Abolition of the
Slave Trade, ” 78

History of the Maroons, 5
History of the West Indies, 136
Hogg, James, 6
Hood, Thomas, 5, 104

Gisborne, Thomas, 18

Oroonoko by, 41

“ Hints from Horace, ” 85

Historical Survey of the French Col

119

Hall, William Seward, 68
" Happy Negro, The, ” 60
“ Happy Savage, The,” 3
Harwood, Thomas, 41
Hawkeworth, John, adaptation

Hill, Pascoe G. , 104

Hood's Magazine and Comic Miscel
lany, 104
Horne, G., 132
Houghton , James, 121

Hour and the Man , The, 145, 146
Howard, John, 130
Howitt, Mary, 73, 120-122 , 125, 148,
150

Howitt, William , 66, 73 , 120-122, 125,
148

Howitt's Journal of Literature and

Popular Progress, 121 , 148
“ Humanity , ” ( Pratt ) , 49
“ Humanity ” ( Wordsworth ) , 71
Hume, David, mention of, 1 , 3 ; eco
nomic arguments of, against slav
ery , 34

Humming Bird, The, 66
Hunt, Leigh, mention of, 3 , 5, 69, 78 ,
142, 154 , 155 ; sympathy of, for
slave, 88-90 ; his praise of Cuffee,
89 ; unfavorable attitude of, to
ward Wilberforce, 89 ; his praise of
Fanny Wright, 90 ; his article in

of

the Examiner suggesting immediate
abolition of the slave trade, 94

Huss, John, 79
Hutchinson , William , 43

" " Hymn : To Light,” 10
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Idleness and Industry, 141

“ Imperfect Sympathies, ” 91
“ In Laudem Aethiopissae, ” 44
Inchbald , Elizabeth, 41 , 43 , 135
Inkle and Yarico, 42

Interesting Narrative of the Life of
Equiano
Vassa, The, 60

Olaudah

or

Gustavus

of, at Napoleon's mistreatment of
Toussaint Louverture , 97 ; his praise
of Wordsworth's sonnet on Tous
saint, 97 ; change in his attitude,
98 ; his proposed plan for freeing
the slaves , 98

“ Landor, English Visitor, and Flor
entine, ”

97

Iris, The, 109
Italy, 105

Lane, William, 48
Latimer, Hugh, 79
Latrobe, C. Ignatius, 128
Laurens, John , 22

Jackson , Andrew, 97

" Lectures upon Shakespeare
other Dramatists, ” 79

Jameson , Anna, 5 , 90, 147, 148, 151
Jeffrey, Francis, mention of , 3 , 146 ;
letter of Coleridge to, in behalf of
Clarkson's book , 78

and

Jerningham , E., 44, 52

Lefroy, Christopher E., 114
Legion of Liberty and Force of
Truth, The, 67
“ L. E. L., ' ' or Letitia Elizabeth
Landon, 120, 142
Les Amis des Noirs, 8

Jewels in Ebony, 126

Letter to the Clergy of Various De

" Joan of Arc,” 77
Johnson , Samuel, mention of , 3 , 6 , 42,
68, 133 ; his censure of Grainger,

nominations, 65
“ Letter to the Right Honorable Dun

14 ; protests of , against slavery, 37
39 ; devotion of, to his Negro serv

Letters to an American Family , 101
Lewis , Matthew Gregory, 77, 85
“ Liberator, The, ” 122
“ Liberty ,” ( Thomson ) , 12, 132
“ Liberty ,” ( Wordsworth ) , 69
Liberty, 68
“ Liberty, A Fragment,” 116
Liberty Bell, The, 147, 151
Life and Adventures of Zamba, The,

Jenkins, David , 63
Jenner, Edward, 82

ant , Barber, 38
Johnstone, Alexander, 134
Jones, Jenkin, 56, 57

Journal, ( Byron ) , 87
Journal, ( Howitt’s ) , 122
Journal of Voyages and Travels by
the Rev. Daniel Tyerman and
George Bennet , Esquire, 111
Julia de Roubigné, 30
Kemble, Frances ( Fanny ) Anne, 4, 5,
143 , 144

Kingsley, Charles , 150
Knight, Joseph , defended by Johnson,
37, 38

das, ” 40

121

Life of Colonel Jacque, The, 11
Life of Napoleon, 95
Life of Wesley, 80

“ Lines Written in Early Spring, ”
69
" Lines

Written

on Reading

Mr.

Clarkson's History of the Abolition
of the Slave Trade,” 113

“ Little Black Boy, The,” 9, 19, 45,
Lafayette, friend of the slave, 136,
137

“ Lake of Geneva , The, ” 105
Lamb, Charles , mention of, 4, 7, 69,
120 ; friend of Clarkson, 91 ; love

of, for Negroes, 91 ; friendly asso.
ciation of, with Bernard Barton,
91, 92 ; his mention of a picture of
Christophe , 92
Lamb, Mary, 4
Landon, Letitia, or “ L. E. L., ” 120,

155

" Little O'P.-African Fact, ” 104

Locke, John, 10, 87
Lockhart, John G., 6
“ Logic of Political Economy, The,”
93

London Chronicle , 37
Longfellow , Henry W., 101
“ Lopez Banos and Romero

Alpu

ente,' 97

Landor, Walter, mention of, 5, 67,

“ Lord Eldon - Mr. Wilberforce, ” 95
Louverture , Toussaint , mention of, 63 ,
70 ; popular appeal of, in England

69, 154, 155 ; hostile attitude of,

and France , 47, 70, 155 ; Landor's

toward slavery, 96-98 ; indignation

indignation

142

of

Napoleon's

mis

INDEX
treatment of, 97 ;

appeal of, to

Rogers, 105 ; admiration of, by
Campbell, 107 ; tribute paid to, 126 ;
hero of The Hour and The Man,
145 , 146

Lovelace , Richard , 16
Lovell, Robert , 53
Lucas, E. V., 92

“ Lucayan's Song, The,” 136
Luther , Martin, 79
" Lycidas," 115
Lynn, W. C., 55
Lyric Poems, 82

Lyrical Ballads, 69

Memoir and Correspondence of
san Ferrier, 149
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Su

Merry, Robert, 52
Methodism, 2 ; Wesleyan revival, 15
Meyer, Henry, 91
“ Mialma, ” 57
Middle Passage, mention of, 50, 111,
153 ; horrors of, 95, 107
Middleton, Charles, 4, 127, 128
Middleton, Lady, 4, 128, 131
Miller, Jonathan, 137

Milman , Henry Hart, 116, 150
Milton, John, 10, 16, 69 , 115, 130
Minstrel, The, 34
Missionary, The, 55

Macaulay, Hannah More, 100
Macaulay, Thomas B., mention of, 4,
5, 133 , 150 ; sympathy of , for the
Negro, 98-101 ; denunciation of
slave trade, 99 ; contrasts between
slavery in the United States and
slavery in Brazil, 99, 100 ; self
sacrificing efforts of, to abolish
slavery in the British dominion,
100 ; his exposition of the evils of
slavery, 100, 101

Macaulay, Zachary, 64, 85 , 98, 118,
132

Macbaren's imitation of Oroonoko, 41
MacInnes, Charles M., 64

Mackenzie, Anna M., 135
Mackenzie, Henry, 4, 30
Madden , R. R. , 122 , 123
Mallet, David, 111
“ Man : The Hero : The Christian !,
The, ” 68, 69

Mangan, James C., 123
Mann , Horace, 32 , 33

Mansfield , William, Earl of, famous
decision of, 7 , 16, 21

Mant, Richard, 27
Marly ; or the Life of a Planter in
Jamaica, 64
Marriott , John, 57

Martineau, Harriet, mention of, 4, 5,
75, 90, 126, 137, 150, 154, 155 ; dis
cussion of, 144-147 ; admiration of,

Mitford, Mary Russell, 137
Monboddo, James Burnett, Lord, 38
Montague, Lady Mary Wortley, 127
Montgomery, James, mention of, 4, 5,
53 , 67, 68, 69, 81 , 104, 123 , 125,
138, 140 ; influence of Park upon,
54 ; childhood influences fostering
hostile attitude of, toward slavery,

109 ; his graphic portrayal of evils
of slave trade in The West Indies,
110, 111 ; tribute of, to advocates

of the Negroes ' cause in England,
111

Monthly Review, 24
Moore, John, 31

Moore, Thomas, mention of, 4, 104 ,
106, 111 ; discussion of, 107-109 ;
indignation of, at America, 108
Moral Philosophy, 6
More, Hannah, mention of, 4, 5, 15,
33, 34, 60 , 68, 123 , 128, 131 , 139 ;
Coleridge's dedication of The Fall

of Robespierre to, 80 ; discussion of,
131.135 ; interest of, in Negro edu
cation, 132 ; work of, as an aboli
tionist in Ceylon, 133 , 134

Morning Chronicle, The, 94
" Morning Dream , The," 17
Morning Post, The, 76
Morton, Thomas, 41
“ Mount Pleasant, ” 27, 47
“ My Relations,” 91

for Toussaint Louverture , 145 , 146 ;

varied activities of, in the Negro's
behalf, 146, 147

Martyr Age of America, or Martyr
Age of the United States, 137 , 145

Martyr Age of the United States, with
an Appeal on Behalf of the Oberlin

Institute, 145 , or Martyr Age of
America , 137

Mason, William , 5, 18, 33

Napoleon, 83 , 97 , 105
Narrative of William Wells Brown, a

Fugitive Slave, 68 , 122
" Narva and Mored , " 15

National Anti-slavery Standard , 147
Natural History of the Negro Race,
The, 63

Nature and Art, 135

INDEX

192

Negro, the, ships named after, 6 ; as
servants in plays, 6 ; as servant in
homes , 6 ; in public exhibitions, 6
Negroes, arguments against inferiority of, to whites, 51 ; chased from
France by decree of government,

70 ; Southey's account of, in Spain,

" Ode to May , ” 48

“ Ode

XI, Secular.

November

5,

1788 , ” 18

“ Of Public Spirit, ” 12

“ Of the Populousness of Ancient Na
tions, ” 34

Oglethorpe, James, 23

83 ; interest of Southey in , 84 ; sym-

O'Keefe, John , 41

pathy of Southey with, in St. Do-

Old Court Suburb, or Memorials of
Kensington, The, 89

mingo revolt , 84 ; love of Lamb for,
91 ; intellectual ability of, 124 ; col.
lections of poems and articles

about , 125 ; amiable disposition of,

Oroonoko, ” 44
“ On the Abbé Raynal's History of
the Establishments in the East and

126 ; in America, 142

“ Negro Affection, " 114
“ Negro Boy , a Ballad, The, ” 88, 89,
155

“ Negro Boy's Tale, The , ” 136, 155
Negro -English New Testament, 85
“ Negro Is Free , The, ” 111
6
“ Negro -Mother, The, ” 126
“ Negro Mother's Cradle-Song,

A, ”

126

“ Negro Servant , The,” 60
Negro Slaves, The, 41, 77
Negro Slaves, 41

Negroes ' and Indians ' Advocate, The,
10

“ Negro's Complaint, The, ' ' 16
6
“ Negro's Dying Spech on His Being
Executed for Rebellion in the

Is-

land of Jamaica, The, ” 113
“ Negro's Imprecation, The,” 55
“ Negro's Incantation, The,” 56
Negro's Memorial, The, 125
“ Negro's Prayer, The,” Thelwall,
56

" Negro's Prayer, The, >'
mond ) , 60
“ Negro's Vigil, The,” 112
New Monthly Magazine, 118
Newton, John, 4, 5, 8, 26, 131

“ On a Young Lady's Weeping at

(Rich-

Nichols, John, 43

“ Niger, A College Exercise ,”3955
" No Abolition of Slavery , ri
Noble Savage, the, 2, 3, 114

Noble Slave, The, 41
" Noctes Ambrosianae, ” 112 , 113
" Noon -Day Dream, A , ' 118
" Notes on Othello , ” 79

Notes on the West Indies , 5
Observations on a Guinea Doyage in
a Series of Letters Addressed to
Clarkson, 50

" Ode on the Departing Year, ” 76
“ Ode to Liberty,” 13

West Indies, ” 46

" On the African Trade, 1' 151
“ On the Baptized Aethiopian , ” 9
" On the Treatment of State Prison .
ers , '

94

Opie, Amelia , mention of, 4, 90, 120,
155 ; discussion of, 135-138 ; friend
ly association of, with opponents of
slavery, 135
“ Oppression ,” ( Pringle) , 119
“ Oppression , ” (Gilbert ) , 125
Original Poetry Written Expressly
for the Anti-Slavery Bazaar, 126
Oroonoko, or the Royal Slave, 5, 6 ,
41 , 42, 43, 45, 127
Ourika , 114

Outalissi, 114
Owen, Richard, 132
Padlock, The, 42
Paine, Thomas, 5
Paley, William , 6, 27
Pantisocrasy, lectures on slavery by

Coleridge to raise funds for, 76 ; no
place for slavery to be in , 76
“ Paradise Lost,” 10

Park, Mungo, mention of, 3, 5, 20,
68, 126, 138, 139 ; popularity of his
Travels, 53-55
“ Patriotism , a Mock Heroic Poem ,''
45

Pattison, William , 44
Peckard, Peter, 8
Penn, William , 49, 96 ; tribute paid
to , 133

Peterborough , Lord, 96
Philanthrophy: An Ode, ” 57
Philanthropist, The, 57
Phillips, Wendell, 126, 137, 146
Pindar, Peter, 58

Pinkard's Notes on the West Indies,
5

Piozzi, Hester, 38, 129, 139
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Pitt, William, 8, 34 , 78, 95 ; Macau.

193

“ Protestantism , ” 93

lay's article on, 98 ; efforts of, in

Puddicombe, John.Newell, 49

behalf of abolition of slavery , 58,
99 ; tribute paid to, by Wilberforce,

Putnam's Monthly , 101
Pye, Jekyll, 17, 18

111

" Pity for Poor Africans," 16
“ Planter, The,” 125
“ Pleasures of Hope, The, ” 106
“ Pleasures of Memory , The,” 105,
106

“ Poem Occasioned by the Abolition
of the Slave Trade in 1806, A , ”
140

" Quadroon Girl's Lament, The, ” 126
" Quaker and the Young Man of the
World, The, ” 137
Quakers, activities of, 2, 8, 120 ; con
demnation of slave trade by, 7 ;

praise of, by Coleridge, 79 ; praise
of, by Hazlitt, 96 ; tributes to, 50,

" Poem to the Rev. Messrs. Ramsay
and Clarkson, Granville Sharp ,

Esqr., ' ' 49
Poems, by a Slave in the Island of
Cuba, 122, 123
Poems concerning the Slave Trade,

133 , 142

Quarterly Review , 85, 116
" Queen Mab , ” 88

Quotations from English anti-slavery
literature in America, 67, 68

9

80-82

Poems on Slavery, 130
“ Poems Relating to America ,” 107,
108

" Poet's

Pilgrimage

to

Waterloo,

The,' 83
Political Essays, 94

Politics and Political Economy, 93
Pollok , David, 115

Pollok , Robert, mention of, 68 ; zeal
of, for abolition of slavery, 115 ,
116

Poole, Thomas, mention of, 71 , 75,
78 ; attack on slavery in journal
of, 71 , 72

Pope, Alexander, 12, 53, 68, 130
Porteus, Beilby, 26, 27, 46, 132 , 133
Pratt, Samuel, 49, 68
“ Prelude, ” 69

Prescott, William H. , 150
Primitivism and the Idea of Progress

in English Popular Literature of
the Eighteenth Century, 135
" Prince Maurice's Parrot or French
Instructions to a British Plenipo

tentiary ( September 18, 1814 ) , ” 94
Princess of Zanfara , The, 43
Principles of Morals and Legislation,
36

Principles of Penal Law , 37
Principles of the Civil Code, 36
Pringle, Thomas, mention of, 4, 5,
126 ; discussion of, 117-119 ; friend
ly with Clarkson, Wilberforce, and
Coleridge, 117 ; anti-slavery activi
ties of, 117, 118 ; Negroes befriend
ed by, 118
Procter, Bryan Waller ( Barry Corn

wall),> 5, 104, 124, 125, 147

“ Rainbow , The, ” 111
Ramsay, James, 4, 26, 128
Raynal, Abbé, mention of, 6, 58 ; jus
tice for the slave advocated by, 46

“ Recollections of a Late Royal Acad
emician ,” 92
Reed, Henry, American

friend

of

Wordsworth, 74 ; correspondence of,
with Wordsworth, 74, 75

“ Reformation of Manners,” 11
“ Religion, An Ode, ” 122
Retrospect of Western Travel, 144
Revenge, The, 43
Ritter, Joseph, 38
Robertson, William, 3 , 34, 58
Robinson, Henry Crabbe, mention of,
4, 72, 73 ; accuses Anglican clergy
of remissness in the matter of the
slave trade, 73 ; answered by Words
worth , 73

Rogers, Samuel , mention of, 4, 5, 104,
105, 106, 107, 135, 147 , 155 ; dis
cussion of, 105, 106 ; appeal of
Toussaint's character to, 105, 106 ;
discussions of slavery in his home,
106

Romilly , Samuel H., 64 , 96, 140
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